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r#   THE  ItlGHT  MO>l. 

JOHN  FOSTER. 

sfeaket  of  the  hon.  house  of  commons. 
Sir, 

1  N  dedicating  to  you  the  '  View  of  Irifh 
Affairs/  I  am  confident  of  meeting  with 
the  Sanation  of  Public  Approbation,  con- 
vinced, as  1  am,  that  your  ardent  Zeal, 
and  unremitting  Attention  have  ever 
been  exerted  to  promote  every  Meafure, 
having  National  Utility  for  its  Objeft- 
In  this  Opinion,  I  am  fully  confirmed  by 
the  numerous  and  refpedlable  Teftimonies 
of  Gratitude  fo  frequently  prefentcd  to 
you,  by  the  truly  ufeful  Part  of  the  Com- 
munity. The  profpcrous  and  flouriihing 
State  to  which  your  patriotic  Exertions 
have  advanced  o\ir  Agriculture,  Manu- 
factures, and  Trade,  places  in  a  fplendid 
point  of  View,  the  importance  of  your 
Services,  which  will  only  ceafe  to  be  held 
in  gratefvd  Remembrance,  when  genuine 
Fatriotifm  lofes  her  Eflimttion,  and  Ire- 
land her  Name. 

I  Would 
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I  WOULD  feel  peculiar  pleafurc  in  paying 
that  Tribute  of  Applaufe  to  your  digni- 
fied Worth  and^  luminons  Talents,  fo 
juftly  due  to  them,  did  not  Motives  of 
Delicacy  reftrain  me ;  wherefore,  riot  to 
trcfpafs  on  your  Time,  or  I  eelings,  I  take 
the  Liberty  to  fubfcribc  myfelf,  with 
that  Refpe6l,  and  Efteem,  which  every 
Friend  to  his  Country  muft  bear  you, 

Sir, 
z6ttx  Aujuft,  X795.        Your  mod  devoted 

Humble  Servant, 

J.  MULLALLA. 


PREFACE. 


TH  £  fubfequent  pages  would  nWet  have 
been  publilhed^  had  the  peiiod  chofeni 
Deen  ever  fet  fonh  in  a  continued  difcourfei 
To  fill  np  a  chafm  therefore  in  the  hiflory  of 
this  connirf^  with  the  utmoft  regard  for  im- 
l^ardality  and  candour,  has  been  my  obje£l  : 
and,  were  my  abilities  equal  to  the  importance 
of  the  fubjed,  the  work  would  conflitute 
a  truly  interefling  and  fplendid  portion  of 
hiftoric  information; 

AxTHOUGH  many  ponions  of  the  Trifh  hif- 
lory have  been  written  by  men  of  great  talents 
and  abilities,  yet  they  have  been  in  general  too 
partial  in  their  reprefemations.  Hill6ry  in 
fuch  hands  is  neither  better  nor  worfe  than 
Vhat  the  author  is  willing  to  make  it^  accof* 
ding  to  bis  partiality  or  averfion  ;  and  he 
Inuft  have  little  knowledge  of  man,  who 
know^  not,  that  thijs  fpecies  of  human  weak- 
iiefs  ta  but  too  often  an  ingr^fiient  in  feme  of 
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the  b^Ry  as  it  always  is  in  tbe  worft  charac- 
ters ;  which,  like  a  cancerous  excrefcence  on 
a  bekutiful  face,  often 'grows  out  of  the  falreft 
principle ;  rti  fuch  cafes,  the  more  indifferent 
a  man  is,  either  in  fpiritual  or  party  zeal,  the 
nearer  he  approaches  to  the  charadler  of  a 
iriie  piatridt  atid  k  good  driven.  If  Teligious 
ihdifferehcc  ^'cre  at  all  iKndibile,  k  wotild  be 
in  the  inftahce  T)efcfre  tis ;  Ijut  there  is  \i 
ftrength  of  mind  fttpef ior  to  this  indiffetencb 
itfelf,  which  givds  illthe  good  qualiftcitiotts 
neceHary  to  cotapletc  the  good  man,  as  well  i(t 
jiidlcJiouB  hifiortan.  This  ftrength,  feveral  great 
i*«^rit^rs,  Ptottlfanft  and  Catholics,  wslnted. 
As  defcribers  of  former  times,  they  majr-pofii- 
bly  give  us  a  fair  copy,  bUt  Mcbtempotari^i 
they  are  intolerable.  Of  all  men,  they  are 
themotl  liable  to  deception,  sltid  the  moft  kbo- 
r.ious  to  deceive.  The  raifchief  they  circhlfate, 
is  in  propoi^ion  to  ihtir  abilities,  tod  ihdt 
rank  in  life,  which  renders  thofe  abilities  coh- 
fpicuous.  No  honeft  than,  of  the  prefetit  day, 
is  concerned  in  the  conduft  of  either -Pro- 
teftants  Or  Catholics  of  any  former  a^  of  a 
very  different  complexion,  oiherwife  than  by 
conirafting  the  caufes  ahd  effefts  in  the  oile, 
with  ihofe  in  the  otbcr,  and  thereby  removing 

any 
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aDjrill  impreflions  the  public  mind  may  fiill 
retain,  wtth  refped  to  times  fo  different  from 
our  own.  This  is  placing  a  proper  mirror 
before  our  eyes,  and  improving  our  minds 
and*  manners  by  the  truth  of  the  reprcr 
fentation. 

To  remove  civil  and  religious  prejudices,  a 
proper  diftindion  between  times  and  things 
mud  t>e  fcrupulpufly  obferved,  otherwife  the 
concord  and  mutual  co-operation  of  the  people 
cajinot  be  cafily  effedled.  The  wifdom  of 
knowing  and  purfuing  our  proper  intereft,  lies 
within  a  very  narrow  compafs:  It  requires 
but  little  informa  ion  to  be  convinced,  that  the 
Catholics  of  the  prefent  day,  are  not  to  be 
paralleled  with  thofe  that  lived  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Reformation,  who  had 
then  tbe  greaieft  ftake  in  this  world  to 
ftruggl^  for,  the  religion  then  eftabliftied 
In  this  country,  together  with  the  power 
and  pofleflSons  of  their  fathers,  neither  of 
which  (loth,  nor  can  exift  at  prefent.  Their 
infurre£)ions,  in  the  reigns  before  the  Revo- 
lution^ were  for  the  moft  part  the  contentions 
of  diftrefs  with  arbitrary  powcr^     Infurrcc- 

lion^ 
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tions  in  the  prefcnt  day,  would  be  th?;  effoytf 
of  impious  treacWy,  againft  a  beneficent  fove- 
reignancji  a  lawful,  "mild,  and  protcfting  go- 
vern mem  j  the  defiance  of  tjic  moft  awfuj 
iuftiiutcs  of  God  and  man; 

Th£  man  who  fos  theps  matters  in  a  clear 
light,  renders  an  effeflual  fervicc  to  his  coun- 
try, and  cannot  fail  to  conciliate  the  affeAions 
of  the  candid,  the  wife,  the  lovers  of  liberty, 
and  the  Jovers  of  truth,  Confcious.  of  the  rec- 
titude of  my  intentions,  I  appear  before  th<i 
pubjic  with  confidence,  but  an  anxious  hu- 
mility as  to  the  execution  of  the  undertaking. 

It  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  the  public,  to  mention 
the  fources  from  whence  I  have  deduced  fuch 
intelligeuce,  as  juftifies  me,  cither  in  placing 
tranfaftions  in  a  new  light,  or  in  farming  any 
licw  opinion  with  refpeft  to  their  caufes  and 
'cSeS$.  The  loi.ger  I  refleA  on  the  nature  of 
hiftorical  compohiion,  the  more  I  am  con- 
vinced  that  this  fcrupulons  accuracy  is  necef- 
fary.  The  man  who  records  the  events  of  his 
own  time  is  credited  in  proportion  to  the  opi- 
nion which  the  public  entcriain  with   refpeft 
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CO  bis  means  of  information  and  veracity;  but 

he  wbo  delineates  the  tranlkdions  of  a  remote 

period^  has  no  title  to  claim  aflents  tvitbout 

adducing  evidence  in  fupport  of  his  aflertions. 

In  tbofe  fentiments,  I  have  been  confirmed 

by  authors,  whom  their  induftry,  erudition  and 

dtfcernmem,  have  jufily  placed  in  an  exalted 

rank  among  the  moft  eminent  hiilorians  of  the 

2ge^     This  duty,  then,  I  perform  with  much 

fatisfaAion,  as  it  will  afford  me  an  opportunity 

of  cxpreiling  my  gradtude  to  tbofe  benefaAors, 

'wbo  have  honoured  me  with  their  countenance 

and  aid  in  my  refearches« 

I  HAVE  carefully  confulted  Hume,  E^ennett, 
Ralphi  Burnett^  Walker,  Harris,  Geoghegan, 
Dalrymple,  Smollett,  Leland,  Campbelf, 
Crawford,  and  Simon ;  and  the  archieves  of 
Trinity  College,  Oxford,  and  Cambridge. 
From  thefe  fourccs  I  derived  much  ufefal 
information.  I  have  only  differed  from 
Hume,  in  thofe  places,  where  I  found  that 
great  writer  under  the  influence  of  national 
prejudice,  or  grofs  mifconception.  I  have 
departed  from  Dalrymple  in  fome  inftanccs, 
particularly  with  refpe£l  to  admiral  Ruffel's 
engagement  with  the  Fieuch  fleet,  in  the  reign 

of 
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qf  WilUam  IJU  In  his  narrative  of  that  tnua- 
fadion  I  find  him  much  biafled  ;  thi$  gpinion  I 
901  confirmed  in  by  Do£^or  SomeryiUe,  as 
well  a»  by  my^  refearches  in  the  arcbiev^s 
of  Cambridge.  Throughout  the  entire  work, 
1  have  feduloufly  endeavoured  to  guard 
^aioft  party,  and  the  falfe  glofs  of  intereftcd 
writers ;  kft  it  (hould  either  miflead,  or  de- 
ceive ;  a  precaution  abfolutely  neceflary,*  as 
I  conJQder  every  man  who  delivers  his  feni>' 
timents  to  the  public,  refponfible  for  their 
confec^uences, 

I  FXRL  a  peculiar  pleafure  in  acknow- 
ledging my  fincerc  thanks  to  my  truly  learned 
firiend  Dr.  0*HaUoran,  and  to  Capt.  Oufley, 
#f  Limerick,  for  their  friendly  communi- 
cations and  polite  attention.  1*o  Mr.  Led- 
lamj  of  Brookville>  I  owe  fnany  obliga- 
tions, as  alfo  to  Mr.  William  Daly,  for  his 
vfeful  hints  and  judicious  obfervations  in  the 
progrefs  of  the  work. 

I  HAVE  not  ftri£lly  adhered  to  arrangement 
in  the  narr?itive.  In  my  digreflions  I  imitate 
the  piIot>  who  does  not  always  fteer  to. 
the  place  for  which  he  holds,  in  a  ftraigbt 

line, 
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Knc,  but  olicn  yields  to  the  fvrell,  often  to 
the  wind  ;  aod  ^ith  ihiftitig  fail,  tnakes  ibr 
that«  which  the  inflant  ftbroi  allows  him,  not 
that  for  which  he  firft  deAioed  his  courfe ;  that 
even  from  thence,  he  may  at  length  attain  the 
wi(hed-for  port. 

1  HAV<  endeavoured  to  {hew  that  tithes 
arc  not  that  burthen  on  the  peafantiy  erf 
whicli  they  fo  loudly  complain,  and  that  rc^ 
cent  and  former  dtfturbances  in  this  kiugdom 
5 we  ^ot  their  origiQ  to  tiihes,  aad,  if  at«U 
concerned,  that  the  refoilntiou  of  agiftment  was 
the  caufc. 

I  BBo  leave  to  make  my^Cncere  acknow* 
ledgmems  to  my  numerous  and  j:eQpe£lab]e 
fubfcribers  ;  and-  to  everjr  pasticular  friend 
and  correfpondent  I  fend  my  moft  cordial 
thanks  for  their  candid  and  unnBtmittx;d<atl«n- 
lion  to  my  various  enquiries ;  for  which  I 
never  will  prove  unmindful,  and  I  hope  the 
candour  and  impartiality  I  have  diligently 
laboured  to  preferve,  will  compenfate  for 
the  defefls  and  iniperfe£lioDS  unavoidable 
in  the    courfe  of  a   work,  for  the  comple* 

tion 
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tion  of  which  niftturer  years  and  foperior 
ulents  would  have  been  iDdifpenfabljr 
requiiite. 

Hay  I  MO  now  fulfilled  my  engagement  with 
the  public,  my  labour  dofcs,  perhaps  for  even 
The  indulgent  reader  will  make  a  candid  al« 
lowance  for  juvenile  errors,  which  at  a  more 
mature  age  fliall  be  redified,  fhould  I  ever 
re-aflfume  the  pen.  Foul  revenge  may,  from 
fome  odious  corner,  attempt  to  blaft  my  for« 
tune  or  injure  my  reputation;  cruelty  and 
cowardice  may  level  their  fhafts  at  my  charac« 
ter  and  works,  but  innocence  of  heart  and 
integrity  of  foul,  will,  as  they  have  hitherto 
done,  fiill  proted  and  defend  me. 

Nam  mfegiT  vHa  fceleriffue  furiifi 
Nm  eget  Mauri  jaculis  nequc  arcu* 

26th  Auguft^  ^195* 
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Charles  Wm.  Bury,  Efq.    M.  P. 
Rev.  Robert  Black,  Londonderry. 
Sir  Edward  Bellew,  Bart. 
Jacob  Bryan,  Efq.  Moore-Street,  Dublin. 
Rev.  Michael  Brophy,  Leighlintnidge. 
Mr.  Martin  Brien,  Mercht.     BaUinglafs. 
Mr.  Patric  k  Byrne,  Bookfeller,  Dublin, 
lohn  Blackney,  Efq.  Leighlinbridge. 
}ames  Brett,  Efq.  Ennjiborthy,  6  copies. 
Robert  Bridges,  Efq.     Moneybcgg. 
George  Bathome,  Efq. 

Lullum  Bat  well,  Efq.     Portland,  Charleville. 
Mr.  John  Bonafous,  Portarlington. 
Rev.  Mr.  Barton,  Cafilerea. 
John  Binns,  Efq.  Dublin. 
Mr.  Thomas  Bacon,  Sbip-Strett^  Dublio. 


Pat  Brownp,  Efq.   Elphin. 

Mr.  jini^s  Cabin,  New  Roft. 

Thomas  Braughall,  Efq.  Dublin. 

Rev.  Dean  BrowUCi  Elphin. 

Rev.  Dean  Borid/Sligo.  ' 

Rev.  Thomas  Barry,  Kilbritain,  Bandon. 

Rev.  Wandlow  Ball,  Drogheda. 

Thomas  Brbwhe^  Elq.  Dublin. 

Rev.  Jofeph  Bourke,  Dublin. 

Rev.  Jem'matft  Bi  owne,  Cork, 

Rev.  Thomas  Breviwr,  Cork. 

Rev.  Thomas  BrO\^n€,  Kinfale. 

Rev.  Henry  Bayly,  Nenagh. 

Rev.  Alexander  Ball^  Raphoe. 

Mr.  Felix  Byrne,  New-Row,  Dublin. 

Rev.  Mr  Burgoync,  Lifford. 

C 

^Rt.  Hon.  Lady  Louila  Conolly,  Caftletowp. 
His  Excellency  Earl  Gantden,  Lord  Libutenan^ 

General,  and  General  Governor  of  Ireland. 
Moil-  Riev.  and    Right  HpiiOurablc  Dodor 
Chas:  Agar,  Lord  Archbiftiop  of  Caflicl. 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Smith,  Marquis  Clanricarde. 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Thomas  £arl  of  Carrick. 
Right  Hon.  James  Earl  bfClanbraffil,  K.  St.  P. 
Right  Hon.  Hi^nryLawes,  Earl  of  Carhampion* 
Right  Hon:  John,  Earl  of  Clanwiliiam. 
Rt.  Hon  John,  Earl  of  Clonmell,  I.  C  J.  K-  B. 
Rt.  Hon.  Henry  Lord  Vifc.  Coftyngbam. 
Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  John  Hotbam,  Ld.  IJp.  of  Clogher. 
Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  Wm.  Bennett,  J^d.  }ip.of  CIpyne. 
Rt.  Rev.  and  Hon.  Thos.  Stopford,  Lord 

<  Bi(bbpT)f  Cork.'        '    ' 

p.t.  Hon. 
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Rt.  Hod.  James,  Lord  Cahier. 

Rt.  Hon.  Hugh,  Lord  Carleton,  L.  C.  J.  C  P. 

Rt.  Hon.  George,  Lord  Callan* 

Rt.  Hon.  Nicholas,  Lord  Cloncuriy* 

Rt,  Hon.  James,  Lord  Caledon. 

Hon.  Abraham,  Lord  Creighton. 

Rt-  Hon.  And.  Thos,  lx)rd  Vifc.  Caftle-Stewart. 

Rt.  Hon.  General  Robert  .Cunninghame,  Qom- 

mander  in  Chief, 
Rt,  Hon.  Tho3.  Conolly,  M.  P. 
Rt.  Hon.  Henry  Theophilus  Clements,  M.  P« 
Rr.  Hon.  James  Cuffe,  M-  P. 
Sir  Edward  Crofton,  Bart.  M.  P. 
Robert  Carter,  Efq.  Carlow. 
Rev,  Robert  Curtis,  Rofcrea, 
Rev,  DeanCarleton,^  A.  M. 
Rev.  Robert  Carter,  Redor  of  Baliinglalkr 
John  Carter,  Efq.  Dublin. 
Rev.  Wm.  Crawford,  A.  M.  Strabane.    .. 
Sir  Edw.  Crolbie,  Bart.   4  Copies* 
Rev.  Dr.  Ibos.  Campbell,  L.  L*  D,  Monaglia^ 
John  Church,  Efq.  Oatlan4«»  Mewt-Limtvady 
Mr.  John  Cranwell,  Ballynamoney,  Co.  Wex. 
John  Cafti,  Efq,  Sackville-Street,  Dublin, 
Mri  Luke  Caflldy,  Parliament-Street»  DaUijW 
pilchard  Conway,  £lq.  Carlow. 
Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  James  Caulficld,  Wexford^ 
Edward  Clarke,  Efq.  Co.  Dublin,    10  fopies. 
Thoma*  Clarke,  Efq-      Do. 
Rev.  Mr.  Carey,  ClopmelU 
Hugh  Cuming  E^.  Anglefea-St.  Dublin^ 
Sir  Jamea  Laurence  Cotter,  Bart.    M.  P* 
Ru  Hon.'  Wra^  Conyngham,  M.  P. 
IfaacCorry,  Efq.''M..P.    Newry, 

R^* 
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Rev.  John  Chctwood,  Cork. 

Mr.  James  Cullen,  Racket's  Town* 

Rev,  Mr.  Clarke,  Clojimell. 

Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  Ant.  Coyle,  Letterkenny,  3  copies 

Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  John  Gruife,  Longford. 

Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  Anthony  Coppinger. 

Rt,  Hon,  John  Wm.  Lord  Vifc.  Cole. 

Hon.  Abraham  Creighton,  M.  P. 

Edward  Cooke,  Efq.     M,  P. 

Maurice  Coppinger,  Efq.     M.  P. 

Broderick  Chinnery,   Efq.  M.  P.  Co.  Cork. 

Kogerfon  Cotter  EUj.    M.  P. 

James  Chatterton,  Efq.     M.  P. 

51  r  Michael  Cromie,  jfeart.     M.  P. 

Nicholas  Coddington,  Efq.     M.  P. 

Lientenant  Eyre  Coote,  M,  P. 

Charles  Hen,  Copte,  Efq.  M.  P. 

Robert  Cornwall,  Efq.    M.   P. 

Ephraim  Carroll  Efq,    M.  P. 

Walter  CarnoU,.  Efq.  Ballynure? 

Rev,  Mr/Cf a wlev,  Armagh, 

Rev.  Dr.  Carperidale.     Armagh, 

Hon.  Juilic^  Crool^fbank. 

Major  Thos,  Chamney,  Go.  Wicklow. 

Jiamuel  Crumpe,  Efq,     M.  D.  M.  R.  L  A. 

James  Cody,  Efq.  Hughes*.town. 

Mr.  ?•  Cuming,  Bookfeller,  Newry.  50  copies, 

Hugh  Cjoft'on,    Efq. 

John  Philpot  Cufran,  Efq.  M.  P. 

Rev.  Dean  Champagne,  Portarlington. 

Rev.  Dean  Coote,   D.  D.  ^ 

William  Caljjeck,  Efq,  K.  C. 

Rev.  Charles  Crawford,  Drogheda. 

Mr.  Drcliucourt  Campbell,  Galway. 

•         '  Henry 
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» 


Henry  Camden  Cope,  ERj,    Loughgall. 
Mr.  Wm.  Corbett,Bookfeller,  Dub.>2x>  eofie$ 
John  Comer  ford,  Efq- 
Rev.  Thomas  Crawford,  Lifmore. 
Rev.  Mr.  Carey,  Elphtn. 
Rev.  Mr.  Callaghan,  Bray- 
Gilbert  Conry,  Efq.  Elphin. 
Rev.  Mr.  Crawford,  do. 
Rev.  Mr.  Cope,  Athlone. 
Rev,  Mr.  Daniel,  Crofakile,  Trim. 
James  Corry,  Efq.  Lurgan-Street. 
Rev.  George  Coates,  Caftle-PoUard. 
Rev.  George  Sackville  Cotter^ 
Mr.  John  Crawley,   Bookfeller,   Water  ford- 
20  copies. 


Moll  Rev.  and  Right  Hon.  Dr.  Robert  Fowl<{r, 

Lord  Archbiftiop  of  Dnblin  and  FrimatSr 

of  Ireland. 
Rt.  Hon-  Arthur,  Marquis  of  Downihirc.f 
Ri.  Hon.  Chas.  Marquis  of  Drogheda,  K.  S..  P.' 
Rt.  Hon.  Charles,  Lord  Vifc.  iMUon. 
Rt.  Hon,  Hayes,  Lord  Vifc.  Doneraile* 
Rt.  Hon.  and  Rt.  Rev.  Dr.    Frcdk-  Harvey, 
Earl  of  Briftol  and  Lord  BHhop  of  Derry. 
Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Percy,  Lord  Bi (hop  of 

Dromore.  1 

Rf  Rev.  Dr  Wm.  Dixon,  Lwd    Biftiop   of 

Downi  . ,  .   V     . 

Rfc.  Hon.  Rich.  Lord  Donoughmore,   10  copies 
Rt.  Hon.  Randal,  Lord  Dunfancy. 
Colonel  John  Doyle,   M.  P.     20  copies. 
Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Delany.  Tullow.    50  do. 

Rr. 
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Rt.  Hon.  D.  B.  Daly,  M.  P. 
Arthur  Dawfon,  Efq.  'M.  P* 
Henry  Duquery,    Elq.  M.  P. 
John  Dunn,  Efq.   M.  P*. 
William  Donnellan,  Efq.  Leixlip4 
Benjamin  Difraell,  Efq.   Dublin. 
Mr.  B.  Dugdale,  BookfeUer,  Dublin,  locopies 
Mr.  Draper,  Book-binder,  Dublin. 
John  Duigan,  Efq.  Jun.  ^eeu's  Co« 
Rev.  Mr.  Dcering,  Rathvilly» 
Annefley  Derenzy,  Efq.  Baltinglafs» 
Rev*  John  Dunne,   Rathcofiy. 
Rev.  Dr.  Dunne,  Kilcock* 
Rev  Dr.  Dillon,  Dungannon. 
Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  Philip  Davett,  Strabane. 
Patrick  Duigenan,  Efq.  L.  L.  D.  M.  P. 
James  Devercux,  Efq  Co.  Wexford. 
'  Mr.  Edirard  Doaoghue,  Thornhill,  Tullow* 
Bfr.Ruflell  Doyle,  Charlotte  Street,  Dublin. 
Rev.  Dr.  William  Steele  Dickfon,  Portaferry. 
John  Dawfon,  Efq.  Dublin. 
Chtiftopher  M'Dermott,  Efq.  Gregga,  Elphin. 
Rev.  Mr.  Difney,  Ardee. 
Hon.  Juilice  Downes. 
Rev.  Michael  Daniel,  Glebe  Lodge,  Kelts. 
Wmk  Drennan,  Efq.    M.  D.  M.  R«  L  A. 
Rev.  Abraham  Downs,  Biir* 
Rev.  Mr.  Dwyer,  Doneratle. 
Mr.  Douglafs,  BookfeUer,  Derry,  lo  copies 
Mr.  Duberdieu,  Lifburn. 
Mr.  Dunn^  Portarlington. 

Right 


kt.  lidn.£arl6f£ntii(kiileo;    ' 

tU;  Rev.  Dr.  Jdhn  Lavir,  Ldrd  Biihbp  of  Elpbia 

F.  R.  S. 
John  Egan,  £fq;  L:  L;  B.  M;  P: 
Moft  Revi  Dr.  £gan,  Tuam: 
Edward  Elfinere,  Efq:  Baltinglai^   li  copi^ 
John  Ettftace,  Efbi  Boredaff: 
Rev;  Wiiliam  £l&ott,THm. 
Rev.  Dean  Erikioe,  Cotk. 
Mr.  John  Ellis,  Dublin. 
Mr*  A.  Edward^  Bookfelleir,  Cork;  td  c6]p 


Lady  Cathin-ine  Freke; 

Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  Wentworth  Earl  FitiwilUaiBi 

late  Lord  Lientenalit  of  Ibreland: 
kt.  Hon.  Jobn  F5t«j^bbon,'Earlof  Clife,  Lorel 

high  Chancellor  of  Ireland; 
Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Famham; 
Rt.  Hon.  Richai-d,  Lord  Vifc.  Fltzwilliam. 
Rt.  Hon.  Tofatt  Fofter,  Speikei',  of  tb^Ho^ 

the  Hovfe  of  Commons. 
tt.  Hon.  Lord  Charlie  Fitzgerald. 
Rt.Hon.  Lord  Henry  Fitzgerald; 
Sir  Frederick  Flood,  Ban; 
Sir  John  Freke,  Bart. 
Cvthben  Fetherfion,  Efq.  BalliHtubber; 
Warden  Hood,  Efq.  M.  P; 
WillTam  Fairbrother,  Efq.  Wicklow. 
kev.  Mr.  Hugerald,  Dublin. 
Rev.  Richard  Fitzgerald,  Baltinglafa. 
Kicha.  Fitxhennr,  Efq.  Killanne.  Rofii. 
Vot.J.  ^e  ^        Williaai 
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William  Fitzhenry,  Efq.  BallymakiDg. 
Mr.  Hemy  Feris,   Bakinghfs. 
Mr.  John  Fowler,  Dublin. 
Mi.fico.  Fivey,  Capcl-Surecti  Dublin. 
John  Finlay,  Efq.    M.  P. 
John  Forbes,  Elq.  M.  P. 
Arthur  French,  tfq.  M.  P. 
Henry  Fify,   Efq.  Boyle. 
Edward  Fry,  Efq.  Do. 
Rev.  John  Fortefcue,  Cork. 
Rev.  Samuel  Falkner,  Kilbeggan. 
Hon.  Juflice  Fiuucane. 
Rt.  Hon^  Charles  Jam^s  Fox,  London- 
Samuel  Faulkner,  Efq.  Caftletown,  Carlow. 
Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  Edmond  Fren^ch,  Elphin. 
Rev.  Michael  Fitzgerald,  A.  M.  Ennis. 
Rev,  Samuel  Francis,  Ennifcorthy. 
Mr.  Ed.  Flinn,  Book  feller.  Limerick.  20  copies 
Mr^  Fit^pairick>  Bookfeller,  Dublin.  26  do. 

O 

Rt.  Hon.  SeKca,  Gtmmefs  of  Granard  10  copies 

Rt.  ]gaa.  George^  Earl  of,  Granard. 

Rt.  Hon.  John,  Earlpf  Glendore. 

Rt.  Hon.  Arthur,  Lord  Vifcr  Gosford. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Glcntwortb- 

Rt.  Hon.  Henry  Grattan.  M.  P^ 

Sir  Wm.  Godfrey,  Bart.  M.'  P. 

Marcus  M'Caufland  Gage,  Efq.  Belarena. 

Daniel  Gahan,  Efq.  M..P. 

Francis  Geoghegan,  Efq.  M,  D.  1  z  cop^s. 

Robert  Graydon,  Efq.  M.  P. 

Robert  Grace,  Efq.  M.  P. 

Hamilton  Gor^,  Efq.  M.  P. 

-     :{  ^  -    '    •'  '  Witliam 


:Sf7B£CR]BEltrf  1^  AittBS.  j^g 

"William  Greene,  Efq.  Dnbliti.  .    I 

John  Giffard,  Efq.  Capt.  Royal  Regt.  Dublta 

Militia.    6  copies.   . 
Amb-  Hajrdmg  Gi£fard,  Efq.  Barrifiej'  a(  Law. 
Dr.  Graham,  Garlovr.  ^ 

J  ohn  Grace,  ^fq .  Mantua* 
Richard  Griffith,  £fq«  MilUcent^  6  copies. 
Corneliua  Grogan,  B(q.  Go.  Wexford. 
Thomas  Gregg,  Efq.  Cork. 
Humphrey  Galbraiih,  Efq  A.  M.  Coaft .  SuTr 

v^*or  of  Belfkft  and  Donaghadee. 
George  Goff,  Efq.   Dublaji. 
Rev-  Mr.  Griffin,  Elphin. 
Rey.  Mr,  Gouldfbuqr,  Boyle. 
Rev.  Mr.  Gunning,  Athlone. 
Rev.  Richard  Gobbings.   Cork.  . 
Rev.  Mr.  Graham,  Strabane. 
Mr.  Joha  Gamble,  Dublin. 
Mr,  William  Goggin,  3ookfeller,    Umerjicjk, 

}0  copies^ 

H 

Rt.  Hon.  Arthur,  Lord  Vifc  Harberton. 

Sir  John  Stewart  Hamilton,  Bart.  M.  P^ 

William  Handcock,  Efq.  M.  P. 

Robeit  Townfend  Herbert,  Efq.   M.  P.  ^  \ 

Sir  Hugh  Hill,   Bart.  M.  P.  N 

Rt,  Hon.  Francis  Hely  Hutchsinfon,    M.  P. 

Peter  Holmes,  Efq.  M.  P. 

Hugh  Howard,  Efq.  M.  P. 

Sackville  HamiltOq,  Efq.  M.  P. 

iS^muel  Hayes,  Efq.  M.  P.  Avondal^.  I2  copies.  \ 

FWncis  Hardy,  Efq.  M.  P.  M,  R.  I.  A. 

Edward  Hoare  Efq.  M.  P. 

jc  2  Bajrtho- 


Banholemew  Hoare»  Efq.  M.  P. 

Jofeph 'Henry,  5fq.  Straffin,  Co.  Kildtfc. 

Williafn  P.  Hocy,  pfq.  Daoganftown,  Wick- 

Cc^nd  Hugh  H^nry,  Co,  Kildarc, 

Harvey  Hay,  Efq.  ^nnifcohhy. 

George  Hoey,  JEfq.^  Hoeyfield. 

Rev.  William  Hamilton,  Dublin. 

^^ard  Hayes,  Efq^  Rathdrum. 

Mr.T.  Hcery,  Bookfeller,  Dublin,  ao  C<»pie$. 

Mr.  WilUain  Heniy*  Aiby. 

Henry  Harrington^  Efq.  urangecon. 

Edward  Hudfon,  Eifq.  Ratbfarnbain. 

Alexander  Hamilon,  Efq.  M.  P. 

Jobn  Harden,  Efq.    Arran-Quay,  Dublin. 

Mr.  Thomas  Harding,  Dublin,  M.  R.  I.  A. 

Stephen  Hanly,  Efq.  Dublin. 

JElev.  Thomas  Handcock,  Athlone. 

Jdhn  Hague,  Efq.  Fiftiamblc-Strect,  Dublin* 
alderman  Henry  Howifon,  Dublin. 
Rev.  Averill  Hill,  Limerick.^ 
Neal  Harkan,  Efq.   Elphin. 
Mr.  Samuel  Healy,  James's  Street,  Dublin* 
,    Mr.  William  Hoey,  Dublin. 
Rev.  Mr.  Hodgfon,  Fairy  Mount.  KofcOmmon. 
Rev.  William  Hamihori,  Dulecjc. 
•  Rev.  Arthur  Hyde,  Cork. 
Rev.  Arthur  Hyde,  Jun.  Toughal. 
Rev.  Ambrofe  Hickey,  Bandou. 
Rev.  Henry  He  welt,  Bandon. 
\  Rev.  Arthur  Herbert  Ski|>bereen. 

v        Rev.  John  Hu lean,  Rofcrea. 
Rev.  Arthur  Huleatt,  Limerick. 
Rev.  Roger  Hadlock,  Ennis. 
Rev.  Mr.  Higgins,  Toughal: 


Hogh  Hamill,  Efq.   Dablio. 

Rcv«  Dr.  Hainikosi,  Ramckon. 

Fnmcis  Higgins,  £fq.     Dublin 

Mr.  M.  Harris  bookleller,    Cork.    lo    copies. 

Mr.  Jaqiet  Haiy  Bookfeller,  Ck>rk.    lo  do 

Mr.  J.  Hughes  Bookfeller,  Belfaft  S'^  do 

ffr.  George  Hyoes  Bookfeller,  Galway.   la  do 

Mr.  Thos.  Henfball,  PriDUr*  Dub^  20  do. 

Mr.  M.  Hunter  Dublin. 

Thomas  Hughes,  £fq.  Athy« 

t 

Kight  Hon.  L4idy  Jocelyn. 

Right  Hon.  Robert  Lord  Vif.  Joceljriu 

Colonel  Wm.  Irvine,  M,  P.  13  copied 

Right  Hon.  Theophilus  Jones.  M.  F.  ' 

Denham  Jephfon  £fq.  M*  P. 

Rob.  Johnfton  M.  P. 

Rob.   Johnfton  £&!•  Athy. 

Mr  Samuel  Johnfton  ArmagK. 

Alderman  Wm.  James  Dublin. 

Richard  M.  Jephfon,  Efq.    M.  P. 

Henry  Irvine  £(q.   Rofcommon. 

Henry  Jermyn,  Efq.  Aghadown^ 

Rev.  Henry  Jones,  Drombeg. 

Mr.  Stephen  Jones,  Dublin. 

kcv.  Edmond  Jordan,  Templederry. 

Rev.  Mr.  Irwine,  Drogheda. 

Mr.  James  Irwine,  Limerick. 

John  Philip  Roche  John,  Efq.  Limeridc, 

Mr.  Jones,  Jooeville,  Kilcullen. 

Mr.  Geo.  Johnfon  Bookfeller,  Dublin..io  copies 


Rt. 
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K 

Right  Hon.  Coumefs  of  Kilkenny. 

Right  Hon.  Edmund  Earl  q(  Kilkenny. 

Right  Hon..Edw-  Eairl  of  Kingfton, 

Right  Hon.  and  Right,  Rev,  pt,  Geo.  J-ewia 

Jones^  Lord  Bifbop  of  Kildarc. 

Right  Rev.  Dr.  Thos.  Barnard,  Lord  Bilbop  of 

^       KiHaioe.  F.  R.  S. 
Right  Rev,  Dr-  Wm,  Foftey,  Lord  Bilhop  of 

KilmorCe     .  , 

Hon*  Koben,  Lord  ViH  Kingsborough. 
lion*  Thost  Knoir,  M.   P. 
^XY^  Gadogan  Keatinge,  A^  M.Dean  of  GlogheF> 

liaffwhniore. 
Rev.  Jaioe^  Knox,  London  Derry. 
Right  Hoiv  Henry  King,  M.  P. 
Wm,  King,  Efq.  Bahin^lafsi 
)phn  King,  Efq.  Dublin. 
Maurice  Bagnell  $r,  Leger  Keating,  Efq.  M.  F 
Rev.  Mr.  Keating  Rathviily. 
Wm.  Knott,   Efq.   M.  P. 
jMr.  John  Henry  Kenny,  Byfield,  Elphin. 

ias.  L.  Kelly,  Efq.  Kilmore,  Elphin. 
Lev.  J'  Kenny,  Archdeai^qn  pf  Kilfenora. 
Right  Hon.  Juftice  Kelly. 
Rev.  Mr-  Kemswortb,  Ne^r  MulUngar, 
Rev.  Dr.  John  Kenny,  Cork. 
Rev.  Edw.  Kenny,  Mqviddy,  Cork. 
Rev  Mr.  Ed w.  Hen.  Kenny  Cork. 
Hon.  and  Rev.   EdmondKnox,  A.  B.  Nenagh. 
Rev.  Kennedy  O  Kennedy,  A.  M.  Roferca- 
Rich.  King,  Efq.  Carlow. 
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L 
H«  Grace  the  Ouchefs  of  Leinfter  13  copies 
His  Gjace  Wm.  Robert,  Dnke  of  Leiufter  K.  S.  P. 
Riglit  Horn.  Elizabeth,  Countcfs  of  Longford, 
kight  Hon.  Lady  Lifmore. 
Right  Hon.  Char.  Tottenham,  Farl  of  Ely. 
Right  Rev.  Df .  Wm.  Cecil  Pery,  Lord  Bifhop 

of  Limerick. 
Right  Hop.  Thomas,  Lord  Longford. 
Kight  Hon.  Cornelius,  Lord  Lifmore. 
kight  Hon.  Robert,  Lord  London  Derry. 
Rev.  Wm.  Lewis,  Limerick* 
Right-  Hon.  Richard  Longfield,  M.  P. 
Right  Hon.  Sir.  Hercules  Langrifli,  Bart.  M.  P 
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Infroduapry  OhJ^srvafions^—tJU  Revolutum  ofi6ii. 
— The  Catifes  and  Confequences  of  it.'-^ 

ON  ^  xtview  'Of  our  '^Khojcfiftom  the  reign 
of  Henry  tfeo  11.  to  the  fterolution  of 
i6B^,  11^.  fiqd  the  calaknities  of  the  station 
iaii^ably  flowing  from  {HiUic  mifrule,  has- 
barous  manners,  private interefi,  and  tb^.ri^ 
of  pmFf  i€8.  •  This-  rage  :waa  little  afie^ed  hy 
thofe  changes  in  refigion>  which  had  fft 
Europe  in  a  flame;fortwQ  AicceQlve .centuries. 
Popular  phrew2y,  vague  principles,  andthe  lull 
of  dominion,  were  at  an  eaVly  peridd  impUca** 
ted  with  our  ecclefiafiical  coiuefls ;  and  thedoc- 
trine  of  Chriftianity,  which  fatally  had  fo 
fmall  aa  influence  previous  to  thecongtm^Qcc- 
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nient  of  thofe  contefts,  wj^  atteaded  with 
much  lefs  after.  I  propofe  not  to  dwell  ou 
fuch  melancholy 'fcenes,  \fe  have  too  long 
been  the  dupes  of  ihameful  prejudices  ;  myob- 
jed  is  to  eradicate  fach  diftinciions  as  have 
ever  engendered  mifcbief,  and  to  reftore  that 
anion  and  harmony  which  hath  at  kll  times 
been  the  wifli  of  ^^rtj.  to  violate.  Far  be  it 
Crom  me  to  extenuate  the  known  guilt  of  any 
party,  or  applaud  the  mifcondufl  of  public 
oppreflbrs. — Ireland,  long  wafted  by  its  owa 
ariftoc^aiical  confufion,  and  little  improved  by 
the  too  weak  monarchy  erefled  on  its  ruins,  ac- 
orcked'tti  a  foreign  government,  planned  qr 
the  gtiilt>  and  introduced  by  the  fraud  of  one 
of  the  national  chiefs.— The  people  having 
changed  from  bad  to  worfe,  inftead  ofpro- 
tei6)ion,  found  a  wanton  cxercife  of  lawlefs 
n'nd  arbitary  power ;  inftead  of  peace,  a  mer- 
cilefs  war  made  on  human  nature,  for  350 
years  without  intermifiion ;  inftead  of  merciful 
governor,  purcbafed  at  the  expence  of  enor- 
'  moQ&  pofTelllons,  a  fct  of  turbulent  free-booters, 
-who  denied  the  unfortunate  natives  the  be- 
nefit 'of  the  Engliih  laws,  and  of  all  laws 
human  and  divine.     It  is  no   won4er  that  a 

nation  thus  treated  ;  and  thus  delivered  over 

to 


Since  the  Revolutkmr  3 

to  utter  extermination,  fliould  feek  rcdrefs  by 
ibc-force  of  arms.  As  far  as  the  cruel  ftatc 
of  anarchy  eftablifhed  amongft  them  per* 
mitted,  they  fought  and  found  fome  redrefs  in 
refiftance.  They  made  efforts  to  rcgaiii  li- 
berty by  the  means  of  force,  when  they  found 
it  in  vain  to  feek  that  blefling  by  any  other  ! 
Indeed,  all  the  little  happinefs  they  enjoyed 
for  near  400  years,  they  owed  to  the  fad  expe- 
dient of  War  alone!  And  yet  this  ftate  of 
things  was  not  occafioned  by  the  inhumanity  of 
one  fet  of  ecclefiaftics  againft  another ;  but  to 
the  inhumanity  of  catholics  againil  catholics. 
This  (hews  how  little  the  formal  identity  of 
religion  is  fuilicient  to  fecure  human  kind 
againft  human  treachery  ;  it  can  only  be  faid 
of  religious  conformity  that  it  is  a  lefs  evil  in 
I  he  world,  than  a  religious  difcord  ;  fince  the 
true  purpofes  of  treachery,  or  the  preteniions 
of  zeal  can  be  deiefled  with  much  more  cer- 
tainly in  the  firft  cafe,  than  in  the  fecond.  To 
oppreflive  governments  a  different  mode  of 
God's  worfhip,  is  generally  almofl  all  crimes 
in  one  :  this  makes  the  folution  of  all  moral  as 
well  as  political  evil  extremely  eafy ;  and  here 
alone  oppreflioi;!  finds  the  moft  commodious 
^  7,  juftifi cation- 
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^tiftification  of  all  its  meafures.  This  the  firft 
opprefibrs  of  Ireland  wanted  ;  therefore,  as  a 
juftificatioo,  they  were  obliged  to  afcribe  to 
the  peculiar  obiKnacy  of  the  Irifh  nation 
what  they  could  not  to  their  religion.  By 
fuch  ridiculous  pretext  they  juftifie^  all  their 
outrages*  The  pretexts  in  difference  of  na- 
tion can  never  impofe  long:  ihofe  in  difference 
of  religion  are  of  greater  duration  and  of 
.worfe  confequences.  But  thefe  confequences, 
mifchievous  as  they  are,  will  operate  much  left 
towards  public  mifery,  when  knowledge  and 
national  wifdom  unite  to  bring  their  caufes 
under  a  ftrifler  examination,  than  thfey  have 
hitheno  undergone.  Religion,  good  or  b^jia. 
is  the  beft  teft  we  have  for  the  probity  of  men. 
Its  votaries,  through  the  fedu&ion  of  fome, 
and  ignorant  zeal  of  others,  may  at  fome,  pe« 
riods  torture  the  facred  text  to  defend  bad 
meafures,  and  rotten  principles.  But  fuch  an 
evil  is  temporary,  it  is  the  duty  of  govern- 
ment and  the  perfeAion  of  patriotifm  to  do  it 
^way.  Then  the  traufient  effeftsof  tranfient 
policy  would  ceafe ;  and  if  union  on  the  te- 
nets  of  religion  could  not  be  obtained,  an  union 
on  civil  principles  might ;  to  fuch  an  union 

no 
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no  good  governor  will  be  an  obftacle^  nay  he 
will  be  a6liye  in, making  the  difcriminationwe 
here  contend  for. 

,^^5?^  the  eftaBliihmentof  the  Reformation  un- 
der Queen  Elizabeth,  it  may  be  obfervfed  ^th 
truth,  that  one  party  was  puniihed  without 
mercy,  and  the  other,  without  found  policy. 
Her  intereft  led  her,  and  the  fuccefs  of  her 
father  and  brother  encouraged  her  to  change , 
the  eftablifhed  religion  in  England.  This  fhe 
cffe£led ;  but  the  truth  obliges  us  to  confefs, 
that  the  new  church  was  ereded  on  the  foun- 
dations of  perfecution.  The  change  was  ef- 
feded  by  a  fudden  effort  of  iegiflative  power ; 
but  without  that  moderation,  which  time, 
rather  than  human  wifdom,  exerts  in  eftablifti- 
mcnts  of  this  nature.— This  evil  of  perfecuiiou 
encreafed  during  the  following  reigns  ;  when 
ihe  three  kingdoms,  for  the  firfttime,  were 
fubje£l  to  one  fovereign. 

James,  I.  whom  the  trumpeters  of  politi* 

cal  lies  charged  with  favouring  popery,  was  its 

greatefl  enemy.  His  adminiftration  in  Ireland 

is  an  almoil  continued  proof  of  this  aflfertion, 

B  \  his 


6  A  View  of  Irijh  Affairs 

his  trimming  conduft  towards  the  Catholics  in 
England,  is  no  proof.to  the  contrary ;  for  they 
gained  nothing  by  the  lures  he  held  out  to 
them.  Charles,  his  fucceffor,  ruinoufly  trod  in 
hisfieps.  The  Scottifh  covenanters  wiiiilpd 
would  not  bear  the  introduftion,  of  what  they 
deemed  a  fuperftitious  liturgy  amo^ng  them. 
They  fought  redrefs  in  infurreftion ;  and  the 
parliament  then  fitting  at  Weftminfter,  ap- 
proved of  their  conduft.  The  Irilh  dreading 
the  worft  from  the  republican  fpirit  that  now 
exifted  in  Britain,  entertained  the  thoughts  of 
availing  themfelves  of  the  prefent' opportunity 
to  fhake  off  the  bondage  they  groaned  under 
for  many  years  before.  But  this  they  dcfigned 
to  cffeftuate  by  legal  means.  Truth  warrants 
me  inafferting,  that  the  Irifti  wanted  to  redrefs 
grievances  by  legal  and  conftitutjonal  means. 
They  were  firmly  attached  to  monarchy: 
they  were  loyal  to  the  reigning  prince,  not- 
withftanding  the  unworthinefs  of  his  deputies 
who  betrayed  both  him  and  them.  The  dcf- 
perate  meafures,  which  many  adopted  foon 
-after,  weie  occafioued  by  t^e  adjournment  of 
the  feffions  of  parliament  in  1641,  fo  contrary 
to  the  king's  order  as  vv  ell  as  intereft.     A  part, 

and 
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and  not  all^  arofe  in  Ulfter  and  fouglit  relTef  in 
Tefift»ice ;  tbe  cdntinuation  of  the  feffion>  to- 
gether with  paffing  fome  bills  into  laws  pur- 
fuam  to  his  majefty's  defire,  would  have  com- 
pletely prevented  the  murders  and  maflacres 
that  enfued  ;  and  which  are  to  be  folely  af- 
cribed  to  the  perfidious  treachery  of  the 
lords'-juftices* 

It  is  a  pity  fo  fenfible  a  writer  as  Mr.  Hume, 
ihould  be  fo  much  mifled  into  different  ac- 
counts of  thefc  matters ;  a  wound  from  futh 
a  hand  is  painful :  but  it  is  far  from  being  mor- 
tal, in  an  age  wherein  hiilory  may  be  written 
and  adorned,  but  cannot  poflibly  be  creat^. 
The  mifreprefentations  of  Sir  John  Temple  and 
others,  Mr.  Hume  has  drawn  out  on  a  new 
canvas,  heightened  by  all  the  colouring  of  his 
art,  as  a  fine  painter  ;  and  the  piece  evidently 
coft  him  much  labour.  Horror  and  pity  are 
wrought  up  here,  in  high  perfcftitn :  but 
happily,  the  Irifh  did  not  fit  for  the  pifture, 
and  Mr.  Hume  can  claim  no  other  merit  in  this 
inffance,  but  that  of  giving  a  wrong  bias  to  the 
paflions,  he  took  fo  much  pains  to  excite. — ^ 
Far  from  being  influenced  by  the  fpiritual  zeal 

of 
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of  any  k&y  HLj.  Hume  las  faid  enough  to 
condemn  its  excefles,  in  every  party  of  thofe 
miferable  and  bar)>arous  times.  .  He  laid  open 
thofe  cancerous  fotes,  which  ftill  gnaw  into 
our  minds,  and  have  pifoduced,  what  they 
ever  muft  produce,  party  malevolence^  party 
iuterefts,  perfecutinglaws,  perverfe  judgments, 
and  averfion  from  diie  information !  It  would 
be  little  expedlcd  that  fuch  a  writer,  Ihould 
deviate  in  any  jniiiince  from  truth,  and  lay 
down  the  arms  of  pjiilofophy,  to  wield  thofe 
of  fpiritual  hatred !  Wherefore  it  is  reafona- 
ble  to  prefame,  that  nothing  but  miftakes  in 
matters  of  UA,  could  tempt  him,  to  return 
fuch  weapons,  with  a  new  edge  to  inflamed  ad- 
'  verfaries  ;  but  particularly  to  men,  who  ia 
their  anniverfary  preachings,  abandoned  the 
road  of  charity  and  truth,  to  perpetuate  animo- 
fity,  and  wound  the  living  by  unjuftifiable 
ftrokes  on  the  dead.  By  revifmg  the  remem- 
brance of  thofe  times,  my  objeft  is  to  inftruft, 
not  to  mifreprefent ;  to  pacify,  not  to  flander. 
In  my  humble  appreheniion  the  confounding 
limes  and  things,  is  making  the  word  pofllble 
nfe  of  Jiiftory  ;  until  we  can  make  the  proper 
diftinClion  between  them,  civil  and  religious, 

prejudices 
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pTCJudices  innh  prevail,  to  the  utter  ruiti  of  a 
country,  fo  peculiarly  circumftanced,  as  to  be 
incapable  of  a  momem^s  bappinefs  without 
the  mutual  co-operation  and  concord  of  all  its 
people. 

F&OM  the  reftoration  to  the  fucceflion  of 
James  IL  the  IrHh   manifefied  a    fpirit  of 
loyalty  to  tlieir  fovereign  and  obedience  to  the 
laws,  which  were  Irighly  commendable  ;  but 
upon  the.  aciefiion  of  that  unfortunate  and 
ill-guided  prince,  all  the  horrors  of  religious 
and  civil  intolerance  burft  out  with  redoubled 
fury.  The  judicious  part  of  the  Catholic  com- 
munity, were  difgufted  at  the  violent  mea* 
fures  Jatoes  purfued,  in  order  to  overturn 
Proteftantifm,    but    he   being  entirely    go- 
verned by  the  rafli  councils  of  the  Queen  and 
her  confelTor,  thought  it  was  neceffary  for 
'  him,  particularly  as  he  was  in  the  decline  of 
life,  by  hafty  fieps  to  carry  bis  defigns   into  . 
execution  ;  left  the  fucceflion  of  the  Princefs 
of  Orange  ihould  overturn  all  his  projefls. 
In  vain  did  Aiandel,  powis,   and  Bellafis  re- 
monftrate,  and  fuggeft  more   moderate  and 
guarded  meafures.    Thefe  men  had  feen  and 
experienced,  the  furiou*^^  aniipathy  which  the 

nation 
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nati9n  bore  to  popery  ;  and  though  fome  fub- 
fequeiu  incidents  bad  apparently  allayed 
that  fpirit,  they  knew  that  the  fettled  ha- 
bits pf  the  nation  were .  ftill  the  fame,  and 
that  the  fmalleft  incident  was  fufficient 
to  renew  the.  former  animofity.  A  very 
IQoderate  indulgence  to  their  religion  W9uld 
have  fatisfied  them;  and  all  attempts  to 
acquire  power,  much  more  to  operate 
a  change  of  natiiiKMl  iaith,  they  confidered 
both  dangerous  and  deftruftive.-s  Among  all 
the  engines  of  authority  formerly  exercifed  by 
the  crown,  none  had  ^  more  pernicious  or 
even  deftyuftive  tendency  to  liberty,  than  the 
court  of  High  Commiffion,  which,  together 
with  the  Star  Chamber,  had  been  abolifhed  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  L  by  a£i  of  parlia- 
ment ;  where  a  claufe  was  alfo  inferted,  pro- 
hibiting the  ereftion  of  that  court,  or  any  of 
a  like  nature.  So  pofitive  and  imperious  was 
James  in  his  councils,  that  this  law  was  deem- 
ed no  obflacle ;  and  an  eccl^fiaftical  commif- 
fion was  anew  iffued,  by  which  feven  commif - 
iioners  were  invefted  with  full  and  unlimited 
authority  over  the  entire  church  of  England. 
The  king's  defign  to  fubdue  the  church  was 

noMT 
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now  fqfliciently  known  ;  and  had  he  been  able 
to  eftablifli  the  authority  of  this  new  ere£led 
icourt,  hisftjccefs  was  infallible.  A  more  fcn- 
fible  blow  could  not  be  given  both  to  na- 
tional Hberiy  and  religion ;  and  happily  the 
rontcft  could  not  be  tried  in  a  caufe  more  un- 
joft  and  unpopular  than  that  againft  Sharpe 
and  the  Bifhop  of  London. — Almoft  the  en- 
tire of  this  fliort  reign  confifts  of  attempts, 
either  imprudent  or  illegal^  and  commonly 
both,  againfl  whatever  was  moft  loved  and 
levered  by  the  nation  :  even  fuch  fchemes  of 
the  King's  as  might  be  laudable  in  themfelves, 
were  fo  difgraced  with  thefe  intentions,  that 
they  ferve  only  to  aggravate  the  charge  againft 
him. 

Jambs  much  more  imprudent,  headftrong, 
and  arbitrary  than  his  brother,  ifllied  a  procla- 
mation, fufpending  all  the  penal  laws  in  eccle- 
fialtical  affairs,  and  granting  a  general  liberty 
of  confcience  to  all  his  fubjefts.  He  was  not 
deterred  by  the  Qon'lideration,  that  this  fcheme 
of  indulgence  was  already  blafted  by  two 
fruiilefs  attempts  ;  and  that  in  fuch  a  govern- 
ment as  that  of  England,  it  was  not  fufficient 

that 
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th«t  a  prerogiiive  be  approved  of  by  a  few 
prejudiced  lawyers  and  antiquariaos*  If  ^^ 
was  condemned  by  the  general  voice  of  the 
liation,  and  yet  was  ftill  exerted^  the  viAory 
over  national  liberty  was  equally  £gnal  as  if 
obtained  by  the  moil  flagrant  injuftice  and 
ufurpadon. 

Th£Se  two  confiderations  indeed  would 
rather  ferw  to  recommend  this  projeft  to 
James,  who  confidered  himfelf  fuperior  iu  vi- 
gour and  aAivity  to  his  brother,  and  who  cer- 
tainly thought  his  people  enjoyed  no  liberties 
^but  bj^  his  royal  concdiion  and  indulgence. 
In  order  to  prefer ve  a  better  reception  for  his 
edi£l  of  toleration,  the  king  finding  himfelf 
oppofed  by  the  church,  paid  court  to  the  Dif- 
fenters  \  in  thp  ezpedation  of  pla3ang  one 
party  againft  the  other,  he  would  there- 
by eafily  obtain  a  vidlory  over  both  ;  a  policy 
too  refined  for  his  capacity  to  carry  into  ez-^ 
ccution.  But  his  intention  was  fo  obvious, 
that  ic  was  impollible  for  him  to  gain  the  re- 
gard and  fincere  confidence  of  the  Diflenters  ; 
for  had  they  been  ever  fo  much  difpofed  to 
clofe  their  eyes  with  regard  to  James's  de- 
figns,  the  manner  of  conducting  his  fcheme  in 

Scotland, 
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Scotland,  was  fully  fit  ^  tl^-^lfjavcr  the 
fecret.  The  king  £^  Vpplied  to  the  Scotch 
parliameni,  and  defi^'ed  a  toleration  for  Ca*^ 
tholics  alone>  without  including  the  Prcfbytc-  ^ 
rians ;  but  that  aflembly  firmly  refolved  not 
to  facrificc  their  civil  liberties,  and  pcrti* 
nacioufly  determined  to  adhere  to  their  reli- 
gion, now  for  the  firft  time  rejected  the  king's 
application.  James  therefore  found  .himfelf 
obliged  to  ufe  his  prerogative,  and  he  con- 
fidered  ft  prudent  to  intereft  a  party  of  his 
people,  beiides  the  Catholics^  to  fupport  this 
aft  of  prerogative.  The  haralfed  and  perfe- 
cuted  Prcfbyterisms,  to  their  great  aftonifhrnent, 
heard  the  principles  of  toleration  every  where 
extolled,  and  found  that  permiliion  was  gram- 
ed  to  attend  conventicles,  an  offence  which 
had  been  declared  no  lefs  than  a  capital  crime, 
even  during  this  reign.  However  the  king's 
declaration  of  toleration  contained  articles 
fufficient  to  damp  their  joy.  James  declared 
that  he  never  would  ufe  force,  nor  invincible 
ntceJJHjy  againft  any  man  on  account  of 
his  religious  perfuafion.  It  is  likewife 
remarkable,  that  James  declared  in  exprefs 
terms,  that  he  had  thought  {\r.^  by  his 
fovereign  authority,    prerogative  royal,    and 

abfdiiie 
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abfohite  'yi^w^j  which^  \ifithout  refervcy  all  his 
ful?je(5ts  were  to  obey,  t$)  grant  this  royal  tole- 
ration. ^ 

The  daugerpus  fcheoies  of  other  princes 
ipay  be  coUefled  by  a  comparifon  of  their 
feveral  a£lions ;  but  fo  infatuated  was  James 
with  blind  zeal,  fo  tranfported  with  his 
haughty  difpofition,  that  even  his  proclama- 
tions and  edi£ts  contain  fentiments  which  may 
fuffice  xo  his  condemnation,  without,  any 
farther  inveftigation^  But  what  afforded  the 
mod  alarming  profpe£l,  was,,  the  violent  and 
precipitate  management  of  Irifii  affairs. 

The  Catholics  were  put  in  poffeffion  of  the 
council  table,  of  the  courts  of  judicature,  of 
the  benches  of  juftice.  The  charters  of 
Dublin,  and  of  all  the  corporations,  were  re- 
called ;  and  new  charters  were  granted,  which 
fubjeded  the  corporations  to  the  abfolute  will, 
of  the  fovereign.  The  Proteftant  freemea 
were  expelled.  Catholics  introduced,  and  the 
latter  feft  being  in  number  the  majority,  were 
now  invefted  with  the  whole  power  of  the 
Kingdom. 

The 
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The  aft  of  fettlement  was  the  only  bar  to 
their  enjoying  the  whole  property;  aiid 
Tyrconnel  dcGgned  to  convene  a  ]tarlianient, 
in  order  to  rcvefre  that  ad.  But  in  this 
violent  fcheme,  he  met  with  oppoGtion  from 
the  more  cautious  Catholics  in  the  King*s 
council.  Lord  Bellafis  went  fo  far  as  to  affirm 
with  an  oath,  that  **  the  fellow  in  Ireland  was 
fool  and  madman  enough  to  ruin  ten  king- 
doms.** James,  not  fatisfied  with  exhibiting 
the  imprudence  of  his  conduft  in  his  own 
kingdoms^  determined  that  all  Europe  (hould 
be  witnefs  of  it.  He  pi^licly  fent  an  am- 
baflador  to  Rome  in  orajpto  exprefs  his  obe- 
dience to  his  holinefs,  Sd  to  reconcile  his 
kingdoms  to  the  Catholic,  communion. 

The  Pope,  liulc  pTeafed  with  this  forward 
ftcp,  reafonably  concluded,  that  a  plan  fo  in- 
difcreetly  condu6led,  could  never  be  crowned 
tvijh  fuccefs.  The  only  mark  of  complaifance 
which  James  received  from  the  Pope  was  his 
fending  a  nuncio  into  England  in  return  for 
the  embafly ;  for  his  Holinefs,  at  the  time, 
was  involved  in  a  violent  quarrel  with  the 
French  Monarch,  which  intereded  him  much 
more  than  the  couyerGon  of  England,  where- 
fore 
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fore  iie  bore  little  regard  to  James,  confider- 
ing.him  too  clofely  uoiLed  with  his  inveterate 
enemy; — While  James  oppofed,  in  the  moft 
open  manner,  all  the  principles  and  prejudices  , 
of  his  Proteftant  fubjefts,  he  could  not  but  at 
times  be  fenfible,  that  he  required  their  afliftan$e 
In  the  execution  of  his  fchemes ;  and  although 
by  virtue  of  his  prerogative  he  had  iufpended 
the  penal  hv9&  and  difpenfed  with  the  teft,  yet 
he  would"  gladly  have  obtained  the  fan&ion  of 
paicli^Qicqt  to  thefe  a£ts  of  power,  as  he  was 
fenfible  ^h^t  without  this  authority,  his  edi£is 
iUone  would  iiever  afford  fufjEcient  fecurity  to 
the  Catholics.  He  therefore  ufed  every  means 
in  his  power  to  break  the  obftinacy  of  the 
parliament  in  this  particular.  But  finding  all 
his  efforts  ineffectual  he  dilTolved  the  parlia- 
ment, and  refolvcd  to  convene  a  new  one, 
from  whom  he  expedled  at  leaft  more  fub^ 
miflion.  James's  power  at  this  time  was  ex- 
orbitant, his  revenue  fo  confiderable  and  in- 
dependent that  if  he  had  embraced  any  na- 
tional party,  he  might  have  carried  his  autho- 
rity to  what  extent  he  pleafed.  But  the  Ca- 
tholics, to  whoYn  he  attached  faimfelf,  were  not 
the  one  hundreth  part  of  the  people.  James 
therefore  finding  little  hopes  of  fuccefs,  pro- 
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traced  the  eledion  of  a  parliament^  and  Hill 
proceeded  in  the  cxercife  of  his  illegal  and 
aAitr^ry  authority.    In    Ireland   Tyrconnel  . 
refolved  to  inveft  the  Catholics  with  the  whole  . 
power  of  the  kingdom,  particularly  that  of 
modelling  all  future  parliaments :  He  addieflV 
ed  himfelf  to  the  city  of  Dublin,   and  recom<* 
mended  them  to  furrender  their  charter  to  the 
king.    The    citizens    befitated    to    adopt    a 
meafure,  for  which  not  even  a  plauiible  pre<^ 
tence  had  been  affigned.   At  lengthy  Tyrconnel 
in  a  rage  of  difappointment,  loaded  them  with 
reproaches  and  menaced  them  witK  all  the  in- 
dignation of  the  royal  vengeance^    It  being  in 
vain  to  expoftulate  with  the  Lord  Deputy  on 
the  impropriety  of  his  requifition,  the  citizens 
of  Dublin,  by  the  hands  of  their  recorder,  pre- 
fented    a  petition  to  the  king,  ftating  their 
zealous  attachment  to  his  perfon  and  govern- 
ment, and  imploring  the  continuance  of  their 
charter^    The  application  wad  rejeded  with 
fcom.       A  quo   warranto  was    immediately 
UTued,    and  judgment    fuddenly     pronoun- 
ced    againft     their    eharter.      Many    other 
coi'pof ations  were  loon  after  diffolved  by  the 
fame  procedure  ;  and  fome  were  influenced  to 
furrender    their    charters  by   pfomifes    and 
Vox,.  I.  C  menaces 
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menaces.  Frevions  to  the  removal  of  lord 
CSarendOU,  the  ki'ng's  mandate  had  been  pM* 
fented  tb  the  governors  6f  the  univerfity,  'di* 
re6liti^  the'm  to  admit  otie  Green,  a  Roman 
Gatholic,  to  a  profisdorfhip*    It  Was  ignorant* 

^ly  iiyted  a  proiefibrfiiip  of  tlie  Irilh  Ian* 
gba^e.  The  emoliimehts,  therefore,  sts  well 
ah  the  office  cfxifted  Only  in  imaginadcln  ;  but 
tho'  Greene  ^as  thus  difa^poimted,  the  uni^ 

'  verfity  expe^Sred  with  the  moft  melaoicholy 
apprehenfions>  fome  farther  attacks  on  their 
privileges.  In  this  fituation  they  refolved  to 
convert  moft  of  their  plate  intd  money,  fbr 
the  pufpofe  nff  efreding  new  buildings,  or  pur* 
chding  lands.  They  had  procured  the  con* 
ferit  of  theit  vifitors  for  this  projeA.  But 
Tyrconnel  having  in  the  mean  time  arrived, 
-atid  being  informed  of  the  tranfa&ion,  leised 
the  plate  in  the  port  of  Dublin,  and  depofited 
it  in  the  king's  ftores.  The  more  moderate 
however  of  his  advifers  prevailed  upon  him  to 
reftorc  it  to  the  univerfity. 

Thb  whole  kingdom  now  refounded  with 

,  complaints  of  the  meannefs,  ignorance  andm- 

folence  of  thdr  rulers ;  while  the  alarming  ftate 

of  the  revenue  made  an  adequate  impreflion 

on 


^m  tbefoindftAf  thofellqgUihfmiixiilers^  whofe 
^tewe.iMffe.iipt>l![)kl3r,:C0Afined  to  the  promo- 
lion  of  the  king's  fchemes.  The  mifcondu/S: 
of  Tyrconnel  wis  folely  blamed  as  the  occa- 
^oa  «f!this.fepmeatrwhich  OGcafioaecUn  ui^ent 
»«pplk«uoii  tathe  king  ta^appgiAt  a  wifer  And 
nmre  tcjgqperaie;  governor  of  Jieland.  To  ^av^t 
the  itapsnding  ;ftomi,  the  deputy  cjbuiqrfd 
'pemiAipii  to^acteqfl  his  royaLinaft«r,  .^^ccoia- 
:|BniQd  by:  Ri««^  chief  iNiron  of  the  <^xchfqit«r, 
the  latter  of  %\hom  made  fuch  ^plaufihle 
•oqirefeBtauons  of .  the  ftate  of  Irehm4>  folely 
^defigned  10  recommend  ^ his. pattox!,  that. the 
king,  iwitliQiit  heiitatiaii,  reftorcd  the  deputy, 
whtsforenunem,  where  he  continued  to  prx>* 
ceed  with  fai6  .uA>aI  violence.  The  nezt  ilep 
of  the  J  courts  wasao  infult  of  flilLa  more  open 
oatuitf' on  the  Mrhole  clafs  of  tbcecclefiaftics, 
•andf^faich  rendered  the  breachrbetween  James 
«nd  that  .powerful  body  fatal,  as  well  as  incu* 
rabk.  It  is:  fomewhat  fuspriziQg  that  James^ 
when  he  felt  from  the  fentiments  of  bis  own 
mind,  what  a  mighty  influence  religious  zeal 
had  over,  himfelf,  could  be  fo  infatuated  as  ne- 
ver once  ta  f\Arpe6t,  that  it  might  pofiibly  have 
a  pcoportkuute  authority  over  his  fubje^s* 
Could  he  ^ve  profited  from  experience,  he 
had  le^n  in  (lances  enough  of  their  ftrong 
C  2  averfion 
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averfion  towards  that  comiminioD,  which  he 
was  violently  deternliiied  to  introduce  into 
tliis  kingdom. 

James  publifhed  a  fecond  mandate  of 
foleration  almoft  in  fimilar  terms  with  the 
former ;  and  he  fubjoined  an  order  that  it 
fliould  be  rea'd  by  the  clergy  in  all  churches, 
imnrediately  ifier  divine  fervice.  This  daufe 
the  clergy  ^oncdved  to  be  meant  as  an  infult 
6n  them,  and  they  wex'e  fenfible  that  by  their 
Compliance  they  would  be  expofed  to  public 
contempt,  on  account  of  their  tame  behaviour, 
and  to  public  hatred,  by  indiredly  patronizing 
fo  obnoxious  a  prerogative^  They  therefiwc 
befought  the  king,  that  he  would  not  infill 
upon  their  compliance  with  fuch  an  order, 
but  he  was  incapable.  Hot  only  of  fubmitting 
to  the  greateft  oppofition,  but  of  allowing  the 
flighted  and  moft  refpe£lful  contradiAions 
to  pafs  unpuniflied-  He  immediately  em- 
braced a  refolution  of  {>unilhing  thebifliops 
'  for  their  difobedience ;  who  forthwith 
were  fent  to  th^  tower,  on  their  refufal  to 
give  bail,  but,  to  theinfinitejoy  of  the  whole 
kingdom  they  were  honourably  acquitted. 
James  was  flill  determined  to  rufti  forward 

in 
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ia  the  fame  courf^  into  which  already  by  his 
predintation  he  had  fo  far  advanced.  He  iffued 
orders  to  profecute  all  thofe  clergymen  who 
had  not  read  his  declaration  *  he  fent  a  man- 
date to  the  new  fellows,  whom  he  obtruded 
on  Magdalen  Ck>llege,  to  eleA  for  prefident 
one  Gi&rd»  a  doAor  of  the  Sorbonnej  and  he 
is  iaid  to  have  nomiiuded  the  fame  perfon 
to  the  fee  of  Oxford.  So  great  an  infatuation 
is  perhaps  an  objeft  of  compaffion  rather  than 
of  anger  :  and  is  really  aftoniihing  in  a  man, 
who  in  other  refpe£ls,  was  fir  from  being  dcr 
ficient  in  fenfe  and  accomplifhrnents. 

1688  ^"^^^  cvary  motive,  civil,  and  rdir 
*  gious,  concurred  to  alienate  from  the 
king  every  denomination  and  rank  of  men,  it 
inight  be  prefumed,  that  bis  thtone  would  iij- 
fiantly  fall  to  pieces  by  its  own  weight.  But 
fuchis  the  influence  of  eftabliftiedgQvernmept ; 
fo  averfe  are  men  from  undertaking  ha^sardou^ . 
enterprizes,  thai  had  not  the  jaation  received 
afiiftance  from  i^broad,  affairs  might  long  have 
continued  ^n  their  pre  fent  delicate  fituatioii;^ 
and  James  mighi;  perhaps  at  laft'  have  fuc- 
ceeded  in  his  ralh  and  ill-concerted  projeds, 

C  5  SiKCf 
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J^to'i  cku^hteVy  be  fapfioried:^  pirudont  and 
ciuiti^us  (Kmdtid;  be  apparently  eoncenied 
htinftlF  veiry  Iktte  in  Bngtifti  affairs^  axui  he 
took  pavticolav  cilw  to-  ovoid  giving^  ofi* 
fence  os  di(guft  to  any  of  the  &6tions,  oi; 
evemlto  James*  Umielfl  His*  intereft  as  wdl^ 
as  incHnatuMi  pMmfited  Iiiin.  to  apply  himftlS 
affidupufly  in:  contiDental  affiars,  andtoop^. 
pofe  the  power  ofthe  French  moaafrch^  againflr 
whom,  he  had  conceived  the  moft  violent 
hatred,  from>  perfonal  aa  well  as  politkal 
motives.  By  fuch  eondu6l  the  Prince  o£ 
Orange,  gratified  the  prejudices  of  the  £ngU(h 
nation ;  but  as  hr  thwaited  the  Spanifii  Mo^ 
narcb^ff  wilhes,  who  fought  for  peane^  by  a 
compliance  with  Fmnee,  he  Ciuik  nmch  tu 
the  eikem  of  that  Prinee. 

James^  on  his  coming' to  the  th^oni^  iper- 
ceiving  it  to  be  his  inreKeft  to  prefecn^  an  in** 
timaey  and  be  on  good  oerms  with  tke>  Prince 
cf  Orange,  on  many  occaftons  gave  'praois  oE 
bis  firicndfllip  fiwr  him,  and  the  Prince  on  his 
part  was  not  wnnting  in  apparent  regard  and 
duty  towards  James. 

o« 
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Oh  Kpnmouth's  invafion,  tbc  Prince  of 
Oraog^.  difpatcbed  to  James's  aflifbnce,  fix 
x^ipeats  of  ^Bglifh  troops,  which  were  in 
the  Dut;^ h  fervice^  and  even  propofed  to  take 
th<i  coqinuind  of  James's  forces  againft  the  re- 
bets^  Ho.weve;  omch  the  Prince  difliked  the 
Quxim^  of  the  king's  GoverQment^  heprej^ed 
a  ivUaice  qq  the  fubje^^  and  gave  90  cf)un* 
teoMure  to  thofe  difcojcyjs^ts^  ¥i;hidl^  were  with 
fui^hi  «$4^y  diflemi^^tefl  throughout  the 
kingdom. 

Nqtwith^takdinq  Ja^iftCfj  had  entertained 
lofty  id^as.of  his  pwn  pre]K>^4tive,  y^t  he 
found  thayt  thp  edi6U  iffued  by  it,  wanted 
9uch  oC  th/^  authority  of  the  laws^  and  the 
continuaocQ  of  them  would  in  the  end  become 
dangerous,  both  to  himfelf,  and  to  the  Cathp- 
lics,  whom  he  deHred  to  favour.  An  a£t  of 
the  IqriQatuf e  ahtu  could  eftablifli  the  tole- 
ration,  which  he  eodea^voured  to  e£[ed,  where- 
fore he  folicited  the  confeut  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange  fo  the  repeal  of  the  penal  ilatutes,  and 
of  the  teft,  hoping  if  the  Prince  would  declare 
iii  favour  of  that  mcafure,  th/e  parliament 
would  at  laft  be  prevailed  with  to  adopt  it. 
And  in  order  to  engage  the  Prince  to  concur 

with 
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with  his  views,  bopes  were  given  that  England 
would  eipoufe  all  thofe  enterprizes  which  the 
Pr incests  adive  and  extenfiye  mind  had  fo 
fucccfsfiilly  planned  on  the  Continent.  The 
Prince  of  Orange  was  fenfible,  that  the  king  of 
Spain,  and  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  were  in- 
cenfed  at  the  repeated  ill  ulage  and  injuries 
which  they  had  fuffered  froiii  the  ambition  of 
Lewis  XlV,  the  Prince  kn6w  the  weight 
of  thefe  Monarch?  with  the  Catholic  Prin- 
ces of  the  Empire,  and  Ibe  himibtf  had 
acquired  a  great  afcendancy  amongft  the  Pro* 
teftant  Princes;  he  therelbrc  planned  th^ 
the  proje6l  of  leaguing  Europe  in  a  general 
confederacy  againft  the  encroachments  of 
France,  which  already  feemed'  to  meaace  the 
liberty  and  independence  of  all  its  neigb* 
bours. 

No  charaflers  are  perhaps  more  incom- 
patible than  thofe  of  a  perfecutor  and  a  con- 
queror, and  Lewis  foon  perceived  that  by  the 
banifliment  of  fo  many  of  his  ufefal  fubjeds, 
he  had  not  only  weakened  bis  own  dominions, 
but  bad  inflamed  all  the  Protefiant  ftates  againft 
him*  Amfterdam  and  other  cities  of  Holland, 
had  dropped  all  their  private  fj|£iions>  on  ac- 
count 
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count  of  the  furious  perfecutious  in  France 
of  the  Httgonots,  and  united  themfelves  clofe^ 
ly  to  the  Prince  of  Orange ;  while  the  Protec- 
tant Piinces  of  the  Empire  formed  a  feparate 
beague  for  the  defence  of  their  religion. 

Thx  people  of  England  were  anew  in- 
oenjed  at  the  blind  bigotry  of  their  fovereign> 
and  were  ready  to  adopt  the  moft  defperate 
refelutions  againft  him  ;  it  appears  evidently 
lirom  a  view  of  the  flate  of  Europe  at  this  pe^ 
riod,  that  Lewis  XIV.  had  not  only  fullied 
and  tarniihed.aa  illuftrious  reign,  but  by 
this  w^ton  perfecution  had  created  infur- 
mo.unuble  barriers  to  his  arms  which  <^her- 
wife,  it  would  be  extremely  difficult,  if  no: 
impoffible,  to  oppofe.  Tbe  Prince  of  Orange 
availed  himfelf  of  all  thefe  advantages  ;  and 
by  bis  influence  and  intrigues,  a  confederacy 
was  entered  into  at  Auglburg,  where  the  en- 
tire Empire  joiued  in  its  defence  againft  Lewis. 
Holland  and  Spain  became  parties  in  the 
league.  Savoy  afterwards  acceded  to  it ;  and 
Sweden  and  Denmark  favoured  the  famo 
caufe;  but  ftill  the  league  was  deemed  un 
^ual  to  its  end  and  imperfeA  ;  fo  long  u"^ 
England  maintained  that  neutrality,  in.y^hich 
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mi^lWil  booftuf .  tfe«^  Charl^,  .wd  w«rp  b^. 
not  cafl^yed  Vj^  tb©  former  flpptiv^,  be  would 
have  fupported  the  intercft  and  independence 
of  hk  kbgdiUQ^  w«b  wiorc  l^^iriiu    Therefore, 
whtftt.  ha  enteittiiijedj  th»  hppw  of  puomoding 
hU  Dq^iouaviewa  by  oppoTiogthf  fcl^wpca  c^ 
France,  ha  was  nqt  aveife  to^  tbtt  meafiwe  f 
and  he  gave  the  Prince  of  Orange*  rerfpn  w 
prefixne^  tfiat  he  would  fecund  bpi%  proji;^ 
provided  the  Prince  would  coiumr  with  hi? 
fchemes  in  England.— Thi5  cprtainly  wi»  a 
tempting  offer  to  a  Prince  fa»ambitifiuaof  pirft" 
moting  his  own  views  as  the  Prunes  of  Orange 
was;   but  the  ob0acles  to  that  mea&ie>*ap* 
peared    u>    him    upon    delibkecation»    info- 
perahle.    He  oMerved  that  James  had  excited 
the  violent  hatred  of  his  own  ful^QS)S>  and 
that  great  fears  were  entertained  of  his  defigns. 
The  Prince  was  appnehenfiye  flionld  he  con- 
cur in  febefedetefted  meafores,  he  woikld  bring 
on  bimfetf  the  pdiuno,  under  which  James 
laboured  ;  and  that  he  himfeif  might  riik  the 
lofingafucceffipn,  which  was  awaiting  hun,|u>d 
Ijrhiph  he  had  even  hopes  of  enjoying,  before 

it 


it  fliaidd  b)f  tha  ^OEUiit  of  nature  devolve  to 
him,  l^  tlMtegcqg^s  bdifcreticm.  ofijfmesv 
ThorefiMK  thft  Fra^oeof  Onnge,  would  (uUy 
confieaLto  tb^  j'epcalof  tike  pooal  ftatutes,  by^ 
whidr  the   no&tconfbrii^ifU  as.  well  asr  the 
Caihelica  w^e  expofed  to  pqmihmeDt ;.  but 
he  efteentfd  tbe  left  a^  ai  fec^amy  abiblutely 
e^qiedient  f^r  the  prefei'vatiou  of  the  eflablilh- 
ednligloa.    Jroea  wasmiu:k  difpleafed  oiv 
fhis  occafion,  and  took,  every  opportunity  to 
(hew  his<difyleafare«  as  well  agaioft  tb^  P|ince 
o£  Ojcaage  as  the  United  States««*-4Ie  gav^  the 
Algerine.  pirates,,  who  preyed  on  the  Dutch,  a 
reception. in  his;portSj  and  alfo  liberty  to  difi* 
pofe  of  their  prizes.    He  renewed  fome  com- 
plaints pf  the  £a(t  India  Coropapy,  a^id  re- 
quired the  fix  E^glilh  regimeat#  in  the  Dutch 
ferv4ce  to  be  feat.over^  and  began  to  put  hi^ 
navy  in  a  formidable  ihite.     From  all^hefe 
movements  the  Dutch  were  apprehenfive  that 
James  fought  only  an  occafion  of  making  wac 
upon  th^m.   The  Prince  on  his  part  refolved  to 
carry  cm  matters  with  more  energy*  Qe  fedu- 
loufly  ondea»voured  to  preferve  the  attachment 
of  the  Proteftsmits  to  hid  intereft^  and  to  keep 
them  firm  in  ^heir  prefent  union  again  ft  the 
Catholics.    The  Prince  was  confcious  that  thQ 
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men  of  higher  rank  were  for  the  moft  part  re- 
tained in  their  religion, — more  by  honour 
than  principle;  and  altho'  every  one  was 
alhamed  to  become  the  firft  convert ;  however 
if  the  example  was  once  fct  by  any  perfon  of 
diftindion,  policy  and  intereft  would  daily 
make  rapid  converfions  to  a  religion  which 
was  fo  zealoufly  encouraged  and  promoted 
by  the  king.  The  Prince  of  Orange  immedi- 
ately difpatched  an  envoy  to  England,  who 
was  to  remonftrate  with  the  king  on  hts  con- 
du£l  at  home  and  abroad,  and  had  private  di- 
redions  to  apply  on  behalf  of  the  Prince  to 
every  denomination  and  feft,  in  a  becoming 
manner.  The  Prince  fent  aflurances  to  the 
Proteftants  of  favour  and  regard,  and  afliired 
them  that  his  Holland  education  had  not  in 
any  refpefl  prejudiced  him  againft  epifcopal 
government;  he  exhorted  the  Diflfeuters  tQ 
beware  of  the.  fallacious  careflles  of  a  Popifli 
court,  but  t«  wait  patiently  uQtil  in  due  time 
Proteftants  (hould  grant  them  that  toleration, 
which  with  fo  much  juftice  they  had  long  de- 
manded. Dykvelt,  the  Prince's  envoy, executed 
bis  commiffion  with  fuch  ingenuity  that  moft 
of  tbeconfiderable  perfonages  both  in  church 
and  ftate,  niade  fecrec  application  through  \x\m 

to 
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to  the  Prince  of  Orange;  and  all  orders  of  men 
looked  wiihfully  towards  Holland.  Howevcir 
there  exifted  fome  caufes,  which  retained  aU 
parties  in  awe^  and  prevented  them  from 
breaking  out  into  inftant  violence.  The 
Prince  was  afraid  of  rifking  hj  an  invafion, 
an  inheritance,  which  the  laws  enfured  to  the 
Princefs ;  and  the  Proteftants,  from  the  prof- 
ped  of  her  fuccefiion»  ilill  conceived  hopes  of 
a  peaceable  and  fafe  redrefs  of  all  their  griev- 
ances. But  upon  the  birth  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  all  thefe  hopes  vaniihed,  and  the  £ng« 
lifli  faw  no  refource  but  a  mutual  league  in 
defence  of  their  rights.  How  (hort  figfaied  is 
human  policy!  No  event  was  fo  ardently 
wifhed  for  by  James  as  the  birth  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  as  he  conceived  the  firm  efiablifh- 
roent  of  his  throne  would  be  the  confequence, 
but  what  he  had  fo  long  made  the .  objed  of 
bis  prayers,  proved  the  inftant  caufe  of  his 
downfall  and  deftruftion. 

All  fa&ion  was  for  a  time  laid  afleep  in 
England,  and  Whigs  and  Tories,  forgetting 
their  animofit^,  had  fecretly  combined  in 
the  defign  of  oppofing  their  mifguided  and 
unhappy  Prince.    Even  Sunderland  the  king's 

favourite 


4kvotirice  minifler,  is  belimed  to-haveientorod 
^o  ^a  cor pe%ahidenoefwith  the  Prince ;  ^vdA 
^tx  theei^eiixe  trT-faio  owa  boaouromil  .his 
'nuifter^s  intereft,  to  have  jprivttely  iembrftced 
^caufc' which  he  fappofedriMas  likely  to'be:fi> 
ftk>Q  predoniTDaQt^     The  .ties  of  affinity  huA 
4ittle  influence  oeyvsr  ^  jperfon/  o£  the  Psince  ^f 
Oratige'smk  ^nd  difpofaii^n;;  or&Duldilie 
'ev^dn  be  reproafthedifor  violratiiig*  tbe<  dtttie^i^f 
' j^rivate  life,  •  yet<the)gloQy'  of  deliveriog  an  op- 
<prdfed  nation,  ivadld>'he  hoped,  in  the  ojHnioa 
'^all  lationalinen,  be  able: to  niake.fuffiel«|it 
^  eonipenfanon*    (Therefore  the  *  Pris^ee  ^was  <  t«- 
folved.to^yield.torthe.applicaiiio&af  Eitghjwl 
^nd  M  undertake  the  ddfeitoe  lOf  a  .Mtion, 
^hlch  re^arddd  him  as  its  fole:  prote£kor.   The 
Prince  of  Ovaafe 'cmild  not  reafonably  9xpeft 
on   the  commenceineDt  of  his  undertakiDg, 
that  it  vrould  lead  him  toafiiend  the  (ngUfti 
throne;  but  he  imqueftionably  forelaw  chat 
its  faccefs  would  eft^blifh  his  auchority  in 
that  nation.    It  muft  be  confefled  that   al* 
tho'  the  Prince  of  Orange's  virtue  was  far 
ifrom  being  pure,  yet  during  his  life  he  was 
-fcxtremely  happy  in  the  different  fituations  in 
which  he  was  placed  ;  for  his  aAions  and  con* 
duA  comriboted  largely  to  the  general  interefls 
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of  Society.  So  fortunate  wasthedifpofuionof 
bin  affairs,  and  fo  fecret  were  liis  determina- 
tiona,  that  little  fufpicton  was  emenained 
of  kis  real  iatemions  to  invade  England- 
The  Prince's  enterprise  was  yet  a  fecret  to 
James,  when  Tyrconnel  received  ^intellii- 
^ce?fram  Amfterdam  of  his  deOgn,  and  con- 
veyed it  to  the  icing,  fay  whom  and  Sun4er- 
laad  it  was  treated  with  derifion*  James 
was  ib  fully  perfuaded  of  the  faerednefs  of 
lus  own  authority,  that  he  imagined  a  fimi- 
kr  belief-had  imprelTed  bis  fubje^k,  wherefore 
iiotwichftanding  the  ftroQg  fymptoms  of  dif- 
coiiioQt  that  exified  amongft  bis  people,  ^his 
CQfbfktence  in  bis  army  wasluch,>thatffae,*trufied, 
^hat  in  'cafe  of  an  in^afion,  heiwould  eaiily  be 
able  to  repel,  not  only  foreign  fbr^e,  but  alfo  to 
fiipprefs  aflyeommotion  among  theipepple* 

Whkm  the  Prince  of  Orange  could  no 
Umger,  wiih  all  his  artifice,  conceal  his  real 
intemions  on  £ngland ;  Lewis  XIV.  offered 
James  every  afiiftance  in  his  power  to 
repel  th^  intended  invafion.  But  fuch  was 
the  delicate  and  perple:King.  fituation  of  the 
'kiBg*8  affairs,  that  he  was  afraid  of  accepting 
of  Lewis's  propofal.     He  apprehended  that 

the 
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the  introduction  of  a  body  of  auiiliaries  at 
this  time  might  breed  difcontenta  among  his 
own  troops  and  that  the  old'  fufpidon  of  a 
confederacy  againft  Holland,  and  againft  the 
Proteftant  religion  might  be  revived  ;  where- 
fore he  rejefted  Lewis's  propofal.   Lewis  con- 
'fidered  James's  intereft  fo  clofely  conneAed 
with  his  own,  that  at  the  inftance  of  the  Britifh 
ambaflador  at  Paris,  Lewis   fent  orders  to  the 
French  Refident  at  the  Hague,  to  remonftrate 
with  the  ilates  againft  the  preparations,  they 
were  making  againft  England.    This  remon- 
ftrance  had  a  bad  efie£^,  and  fet  the  ftates  in  a 
flame.  Even  James  was  difpleafed  with  Lewis's 
officious  condud  on  the  occafion.  He  recalled 
his  minifter  Skelton  from  Parisj  and  threw 
.him  into  the  Tower  for  his  rafh  conduA,  and 
he  folemnly  declared  that  no  alliance  what- 
foever  of  a  private  nature  fubllfted  between 
him  and  Lewis.    However  the  ftates  affeAed 
to  appear  incredulous  on  that  fubjeA ;  and  the 
Englifti,  vaftly  prejudiced  againft  their  king, 
po&tively  believed  that  a  plan  was  concerted 
with  Lewis  for  their  total  fubjugation.    Such 
fuggeftions  were  every  where  difpcrfed  abroad, 
and  they  tended  not  a  tittle  to  encreafe  thedif- 
contcnts,  of  which  both  the  Navy  and  Army, 
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as  well  as  the  people,  (Jifcovefcd   daily  the 
moft  glaring  proofs.    James  finding  himfclf 
oppofed    by  all    the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical 
powers  of  the  kingdom,  determined  to  appeal 
to  the  military,  whb,  if  unanimous,  he  thought 
were  alone  able  to  effefttiate  all  his  purpofcs. 
His  defign  was  to  engage  all  the  regiments,  one 
after  another,  to  give  their  confent  to  the  re- 
peal of  the  teft  and  penal  ftatutes ;  the  firft  re- 
giment that  was  drawn  out,  were  told  that  they 
were  required  either  to  concur  with  his  ma- 
jcft/s   views  in  thofe  particulars,  or  to  lay 
down  their  arms.    James  was  aftoni&ed  to 
find,  that,  (two  captains  and  a  few  catholic 
foldiers  excepted)  the  whole  regiment  inftant- 
ly  preferred  the  latter  part  of  the  alternative. 
For  fome  moments  he  remained  fpeeehlefs ; 
but  recovering  from  hisfurprize,  he  command- 
ed them  to  take  up  their  arms,  adding  with  a 
fuUen  air,  that  for  the  future,   he  would  not 
do  them   the  honour    to   alk  their  advice. 
During  this  ftate  of  affairs,  James  received  a 
letter  from  the  Marquis  of  Abbeville,  his  mini- 
iter  at  the  Hague,  which  informed  him  to  a 
certainty,  that  he  might  immediately  exped  a 
powerful    invafion    from    Holland.    James's 
eyes  were  now  opened,  and  he  perceived  him- 
VoL.  L  D  felf 
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felf  on  the  verge  of  a  precipice,  which  his  dc- 
lufions  had  hitherto  concealed  from  his  view. 
He  faw  no  refource,  but  in  a  fadden  recaft  of 
all  thofe  unfortunate  meafures,  which  had 
caufed  fo  many  enemies  foreign  and  domeftic. 
He  courted  the  Dutch  and  propofed  to  enter 
into  a  league  with  them,  he  reftored  all  the 
magiftrates,  who  had  been  deprived  of  their 
commiliionson,  account  of  their  adherence  to 
the  teft  and  penal  flatutes :  he  reftored  the 
charters  of  all  the  corporations,  and  annulled 
the  court  of  ecclefiaftical  commiflion,  while  he 
careiled  thofe  hi  (hops  whom  he  had  fo  lately 
profecuted  andinfulted.  But  all  tbefe  meafures 
were  regarded  as  fymptoms  of  fear,  and  not  of 
fincerity  or  repentance.'  Nay  fo  unfortunate 
was  James  in  his  prepofleffions,  that  in  the 
midft  of  all  his  diftrefs,  he  was  fo  impolitic  at 
the  baptifm  of  the  young  prince,  as  to  appoint 
the  Pope  to  be  one  of  his  fponfors^. 

Before  the  Prince  of  Wales's 

A.  D-  1688-  1 .    i_  . ,  1 

-  birth,  a    report    was   wwiely 

fprcad  abroad,  that  a  fuppofitious^  child  was  to 

be^impofed  on  the  people  ;  which  ridiculous 

and  abfurd  propagati  >n  might  have  been  eafily 

qualbed  in  the  beginning ;  yet  by  Jameses  di(l 

daining,    through  baughtinefs,   to  iatisfy  the 

public 
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public  on  the  fubjefl,  tbe  foul  calnmny  gained 
ground,  and  made  fo  deep  an  impreflion,  that 
he  was  conflrained  to  fubxnit  to  the  painful 
neceffity  of  afc^rtaining  the  reality  of  that  birth. 
In  the  meam  time^  the  Prince  of  Orange's  de- 
claration was  difperfed  over  the  kingdom,  and 
received  general  approbation.  All  tlie  grie- 
vances of  the  nation  were  there  fully  ftated 
and  enumerated;  The  prince  declared  that  his 
intention  in  coming  to  England  was,  td  redrefs 
thefe  grievances,  and  not  with  any  view  of 
conqueft  whatfoever ;  and  that  although  James, 
from  motives  of  fiear,  had  pretended  to  redrefs 
fome  of  the  grievstnces  complained  of;  yet 
there  ilill  remained  a  foundation  upon  which 
they  could  in  a  moment  be  again  erefledy— <in 
arbitrary  and  defpotic  power  in  the  Crown  ; 
and  that  nothing  could  reAify  this  ufurpation, 
but  a  full  and  explicu  declaration  in  a  free 
parliament  of  all  the  rights  of  the  people;^— 
On  the  firft  afTurance  of  an  invafion,  Tyrcon- 
nel  was  direAed  to  tranfport  four  thoufand 
forces  from  Ireland  to  England. 

Thk  Irifh  Catholics  fiill  affeded  to  d<:fpife 

the  attempts  ot  the  Prince  of  Orange,  until 

advice  had  arrived  that  the  prince  had  ac« 
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tually  landed  in  England  ;  that  he  was  ad- 
vancing to  the  Capital,  and  that  James  was  dc- 
ferted  by  his  fubjc6ls.  The  chief  governor 
and  his  adherents  now  funk  into  conftcrnation. 
Tyrconnel  forgetful  of  his  pride,  defcended  to 
Batter  the  proteftants  and  courted  them,  in  or- 
der that  they  might  make  a  favourable  repre- 
fentation  of  his  condud.  In  the  mean  time, 
new  commiflions  were  ifltied  by  the  deputy 
for  levying  forces ;  and  in  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom  an  armed  rabble  ftarted  up,  under 
the  name  of  the  king's  foldiers,  who  fupported  ' 
themfelves  by  open  depredations.  Univerfal 
confternation  took  place  among  the  proteftants> 
many  of  them  fled  to  England,  others  fought 
ihelter  in  walled  towns  and  proteftant  fettle- 
nients,  leaving  their  efleds  and  habitations  to 
the  mercy  of  their  enemy. 

In  the  northern  counties,  where  the  pro- 
teftants were  moft  numerousthey  collefted  their 
arms,  refolving  to  defend  themfelves,  and  even 
meditated  the  defign  of  rifing  againft  the  pre- 
fent  government :  Derry  was  the  city  which  af- 
fbrded  them  the  principal  protedlion  and  fiiel- 
ter.  Seated  on  the  left  of  Lough  Foyle,  it  had 
a  communication  by  a  ferry,  with  the  counjy,' 

from 
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from  which  it  derived  hs  name.    Although  it 
was  furroiuided  by  a  ftrong  wall,  ftrength- 
ened  by  baftiop9,  it  was  by  no  means  capable  of 
maintaining  a  fiege  againft  a  regular  army»~- 
Qn  the  firft  alarm  of  the  Prince  of  Orange's 
invafion  in  England,  Tyrconnel  recalled  the 
garriion  of  this  city  to  Dublin;  but  foon 
fenfible  of  hb  cr^ror  in  leaving  Derry  to  the 
government  of  the  citizens,  he  detached  a 
body  of  forces  thither,  in  order  to  take  up 
their  quarters  in  the  place.    The  apprehen- 
fion  of  a  maflacre  determined  the  citizens  of 
Derry,  to  refiife  thefe  troops  admifiion,  and  at 
the  moment  the  troops  were approachingthe 
city,  the  populace,  feized  with  an  enthufiaftic 
ardour,  drew  their  fwords,  made  themfelves 
mafters  of  the  keys  of  the  city,  raifed  the 
draw  bridge,  and  fecured  all  the  gates :   they 
immediately  tranfmitted  to  London  an  account 
of  their  fituation  and  danger,  and  folicited  aid 
from  the  Prince  of  Orange.    But  the  magif- 
trates  and  graver  citizens,  fearful  of  the  ifTue, 
of  anenterprize  fo  difadvantageoufly  under- 
taken,  addrefled    themfelves   to  the  deputy, 
through  the  mediation  of  Lord    Mountjoy. 
They  Hated  their  inability  to  controul  or  re- 
flrain  the  populace)  -terrified  by  the  rumours 
P  3  of 
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of  a  maflaGre,  and  declared  their  determinftr- 
tion  to  confine  tbemfclves  totally  to  felf  de* 
fence,    withont    violating    their    allegiance* 
Tyrconnel,  endeavoured  tQ  corre£t  his  error 
in  withdrawing  the  garriibn  from  Derry,  wheo 
too  late  to  ipedify  {t.    A  detachment  of  fix 
companies    under    the  ,  command  of    Lord 
MountJQy,  wa9  ordered  to  Ulfter  to  reduce  this 
city.    Mountjoy  being  a  proteftant  was  highly 
acceptable  to  the  people,  who  however  abhop- 
cd   his    forces.      After  various    conference* 
Mountjoy  was  admitted,  upon  conditions*    It 
was  particularly  ftipulated,  that  a  free  pardon 
ihould  be  gr^Qted  in  the  fpace  of  fifteen  days  ; 
and  that  in  the  interval,  tveo  companies  only 
ihould  be  quartered  in  the  city ;   and  that  the 
forces  afterwards  admitted  ihould  be  formed 
of  at  leaft  pne  half  proteilants  ;  and  that  the 
citi^en^    ihould    keep    thp    guard  yntil  the 
pardon  wa$  received  ;   and  that  all  thofe  who 
wifhed  to  remove  ihquld  b^  left  at  liberty. 
Mountjpy  aQumed  the  command  of  the  city, 
and  was  obeyed  as  a  friend  and  an  aflbciate* 
Thee;cample  of  Derry  excited  a  generous  emu- 
lation among. the  i»octhei;n  prot$ftants;  and 
^nniikiilen  and  fnany  Qt't)er    ^pwn9  refufed 
admiflioji  to'  Tyrconners  army.    In  the  m^Mi 
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lime,  Tyrconoel  trembled  in  the  capital,  and 
feemed  on  the  point  of  abandoning  the  king- 
dom.   The  Prince  of  Orange  was  now  too 
much  engaged  in  England,  to  attend  to  the 
affadrs  of  Ireland.      But  what  he  had  neither 
leifure   nor  power  10  attempt  openly;    he 
laboured  to  accomplifh  fecretly  with  Tyrcon* 
nel.  Richard  Hamilton,  a  catholic  general,  fent 
into  England  on  the  firft  alarm  of  an  invafion, 
was  in  fome  Ibrt  his  prifoiler ;  this  officei  had 
ferved  in  France  with  leputation,  but  was  ba- 
nifhed  on  account  of  his  imprudent  addrefles 
to  the  king's  daughter.   He  was  recommended 
to  the  Wnce  of  Orange,  as  a  perfon,  who  had 
confiderable  influence  with  Tyrconnel,  and 
as  be  ezprefled  the  utmoft  confidence  of  per- 
fuading  the  (deputy  to  refign  the  government 
of  Ireland,  the  prince  readily  embraced  the 
overture,  that  Hamilton  (hould  repair  thither 
for  that  purpofe.     When  Hamilton  arrived  at 
Dublin,  inftead  of  executing  his  commifiion, 
hcadvifed  Tyrconnd  to  retain  pofieffion  of  his 
government ;  afihring  him,  that  the  affairs  of 
England  began  to  a(!time  an  afpeA  favourable 
to  James,  and  that  nothing  but  the  firmncfs  of 
^is  friends  was  nec^ry  to  reinftate  hiai. 

The 
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The    deputy    adopted  Hamilton's  advic<, 
and  employed  him  in  Ireland  ;   however  he 
ftiil  found  it  expedient  to  diflemble,  and  there- 
fore affured  the  proteftant  lords,  of  his  readi- 
nefs  to  fubmit  to  the  Prince  of  Orange.     The 
deputy  fo  much  impofed  on  lord  Mounyoy 
by  his  plauf'ble  profeffions  of  loyalty^  that  this 
\' nobleman   was  perfuaded  to  repair  to  James, 
•  in  coijjunftjon   with  the   chief  bar  on  Rice,  to 
reprefent  the  weak  eondition  of  Ireland,  and 
the  necefTity  of  yielding  to  the  times,  inftead  of 
exafperating  his  Englifh   fubjedls,  by  a  fruit- 
lefs  attempt  to  conquer   England  with  IriQi 
forces.       Mountjoy,    after    fomc  ftipulations 
with  Tyrconnel  in  favour  of  the  proteftants, 
departed  to  execute  his  inftruftions;  but  on 
his  arrival  at  Paris,   was  committed  to  the 
Baftile,   while  Rice  employed  himfelf  in  fo- 
liciting   fuccours   for   the  fervice  of  James. 
Meanwhile  Tyrconnel  grew  outrageous;   and 
utterly   denied   the   ftipulations   made   with 
Mountjoy  ;   he  wrefted  the  arms  yet  remain* 
ing  in  the  hands  of  the  proteftants  from  them 
in  every   place    fubjeft  to  his  power  ;  feized 
their    horfes    infulted    their    perfons,     and 
plundered  their  hpufes.    Temple,  fon  of  Sir 
William,  at  whofc  inftance  Hamilton  had  been 

fent 
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feiit  to  IreUad^  was  fo  much  afieded  at  the 
melancholy  \S^  of  his  advice,  that  in  the  hit- 
femeisof  angnilh,  he  put  a  period  to  his  owa 
life- 

Lit  U8  now  for  a  time  turn  our  cyts  to^ 
vardis  England,  On  the  Prince  of  Orapge'^ 
approach  to  the  capital,  James  found  himfelf 
almoft  iDftaniane(>ufly  abandoned,  not  only , by 
his  army  but  his  friends  and  doraeftics ;  even 
his  beloved  daughter  Anne  forfook  him.  In 
the  impetuolity  of  fuch  popular  currents  as 
now  prevailed,  all  private  conliderations  are 
(commonly  loil  in  the  general  paffion ;  and  the 
more  principle  aperfou  poflfefies,  the  more  apt 
he  is  on  fuch  occurrences,  to  negle£l  his  do- 
meftic  duties.  Although  thefe  cOnfiderations 
may  in  fome  manner  account  for  the  Princefs 
Anne*s  behaviour  on  the  occafion,  they  had 
not  at  all  prepared  James  to  expeft  fo  aftonilh- 
ingan  event.  When  the  firft  intelligence  of 
it  was  communicated  to  him,  he  burft  into 
tears.  Certainly  he  beheld  in  this  incident 
the  final  expiration  of  his  royal  authority  ; 
but  the  more  intimate  concern  of  a  parent  laid 

hold 
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hold  of  his  heart,  and  in  the  extremity  of  his 
grief  he  exclaimed,  "  God  help  me,  my  own 
children  have  forfaken  me." 

It  is  remarkable,  that  James  whofe  chief  er- 
ror confifted  in  indifcretions  and  mifguided 
principles,  fhould  be  expofed  from  leligious 
antipathy,  to  fuch  treatment  as  Nero  or  Do- 
mitian  never  experienced  from  their  friends 
and  families^ 

James's  fortune  now  expofed  him  to  the 
contempt  of  his  enemies,  and  his  condu^ 
was  not  fuch  as  could  procure  him  the  efieeiti 
of  bis  adherents   Without  fortitude  to  oppofe 
the  twrent,  be  preferred  not  prefence  of  mind 
in  yielding  to  it ;  but  appeared  in  this  jundure 
as  caft  down  with  adverfny,  as  before  he  luul 
been  elated  by  profperjity.    He  fummoned  a 
council  of  all  the  peers  and  prelates  who  were 
in  London ;  in  copfojrmity  to  their  advice,  he  if- 
fued  writs  for  a  new  p^r^ament,  and  fent  com- 
miflioners  to  treat  with  the  Prii^ce  of  Orange. 
But  thefe  were  the  laft^§  he  exerted  of  royal 
authority ;  for  attending  to  imprudent  council 
by  which  he  was  prompted  to  deftrt  the  throne 
he  gratified  his  enemies  beyond  what  their  raoft 
fanguine  hopes  could  have  promifed  them. 

THf 
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The  general  defertion  of  the  Proteftants, 
made  James  regard  the  Catholics  as  his  oiUjr 
Cubjctts  on  whofc  advice  he  could  depend  ; 
and  the  melancholy  iate  of  his  father  fur nifli* 
ed  them  a  plaofible  argument  for  making  him 
apprehend  a  fimiUr  end.     But  in  the  prefent 
diftra&ed  date  of  men's    minds,   the   great 
difparity  of  circumilances  was  not  duly  con- 
sidered.    When  England  was  inflamed  by  a 
long  civil  war,  the  execution  of  Charles  I. 
ought  not  to  be  confidered   a  national  aS, 
but  that   of  a  fanatical  army»  impelled  by 
a  daring  and  enthufiaftic  chief :  for  the  whole 
kingdom  had  ever  entertained  the  utmoft  ab- 
horrence againft  that  enormity.      Therefore 
the  fituation  of  public  affairs,  no  more  refem- 
bled  what  they  were  in  Charles's  time,  than 
the  Prince  of  Orange  could  in  any  refped  be 
fupppfi^  a  parallel  to  Oliver  Cromwel. 

Jameses  friends  had  conceived  a  very  falfe 
idea  which  they  infti^ed  into  him;  that 
nothing  would  caufe  more  general  confuiion, 
and  more  retard  the  public  fettlement  than 
his  defertion  of  the  kingdom.  The  Prince 
pi  Orange  with  folid  reafon  had  embraced  the 
^ntraiy  opinion,  fqr  he  found  it  extremely 

difficult 
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difficult  to  devife  expedients  &r  f<ecuriog  the 
iungdom,  whilft  James  kept  podefilon  of  the 
throne;  wherefore  the  prince,  a^uated  by  this 
jHiblic  motive,  aod  no  fefe  v^  e  may  prifu  mc 
by  private  ambidou,  refolved  to  u^fe  every  dc-r 
vice  which  might  intimidate  James,  and 
obiige  him  to  abandon  the  throng  .The 
Prince  declined  a  perSbnal  conference  with 
James's  commiifionefrs,  and  fent  the  lords  Ox* 
ford  and  Clarendon  to  treat  with  them. 

The  terms  the  prince  propofed  almoft  im* 
plied  an  immediate  participation  of  the  fo- 
vcreignty  ;  and  he  delayed  not  for  a  moment* 
the  progrcfs  of  his  troops  towards  London. 
James  every  inftant  more  and  more  alarmed 
with  the  proofs  of  a  general  revolt,  not  daring 
to  confide  in  any  but  thofe  who  were  expofed 
to  more  danger  than  himfelf,  agitated  by  in- 
dignation towards  ingratitude,  and  impelled 
by  his  own  fears  and  thofe  of  others  ;  he  rafh- 
ly  embraced  the  refolution  of  withdrawing 
into  France  ;  and  fo  carefully  had  he  con^ 
cealed  his  intention,  that  nothing  could 
eqiial  the  furprize  which  feized  the  city, 
the  court,  and  the  nation,  on  the  difcovery  of 
this  event.    The  better  to  involve  all  things 

in 
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in  confiifioA,   James    appointed  none    who 
ihould,  in    his  abfence,  excrcifc    any    J>art 
of  the  government  ;    he    threw    the  Great 
Seal  into  the  Thames,  and  recalled  all  thofe 
writs  which   had  been  iflfued  for  eledlions  to 
the  new  parliament.    Some  imagined  that  the 
fole  motive  which  induced  James  to  this  fud- 
den  defertion  was  a  reluAance  to  meet  a  new 
parliament.    But  candour  obliges  us  to  fay, 
that  his  fubjefls  had  firft  deferted  him  and  en- 
tirely loft  his  confidence,  that  he  had  caufe  to 
entertain  apprehenfions  for  his  liberty,  if  not 
for  his  life,  and  that  in  his  prefent  circum-- 
ftances  the  conditions  they  would  exaft  from* 
him  would  be  far  from  being  moderate.    By 
this  temporary  diflblution  of  government ;  th^ 
populace  were  now  mafters,  and  during  their 
prefent  ferment  every  diforder  might  be  ap- 
prehended from  them.    They  rofe  in  a  tu- 
mult and  deftroyed  all  the  mafs-houfes,  and 
attacked    and  plundered  the  houfes  of  the 
principal  catholics.    The  Prince  of  Orange 
was  not  wanting  to  the  tide  of  fuccefs,  which 
flowed  in  upoii  him,  nor  tardy  in  affuming  that 
power,  which  the  prefent  exigency  had  f)ut 
into  his  hands.    Befides  the  general  popula- 
rity 
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ray  whieh  attended  xhe  prince,  a  new  iacideot 
made  his  approach  to  the  capital  fiill  morcr 
agreeable.  A  rumour  arofe,  the  effe&  of 
chance,  or  more  probabl]^  of  defign,  that  the 
difbanded  Iri(h  had  taken  arm^  aud  com-» 
lAenced  an  univerfal  (laughter  of  the  protef< 
tants  in  England^  This  ridiculous  iabrica^s 
lion  was  difperfed  over  the  kingdom  in  an 
inflant^  and  every  where  occalvoned  the  utm^ft 
confternation« 

It  was  really  furpriiing  bow  any  of  th<j 
catholics  efcaped,  in  the  rage  that  naturally 
follows  fach  popular  alarms.  When  alrooft 
every  one,  either  from  intereft,  principle,  oi- 
averfion,  had  deferted  the  unfortunate  James^ 
who  had  alfo  abandoned  his  own  caufe ;  the 
the  unwelcome  tidings  arrived  that  he  had 
been  feized  by  the  populace  at  Fevet'fham, 
while  he  wa^  endeavouring  to  make  his  efcapc 
in  difguife,  and  that  although  be  had  been 
much  abufed,  that  the  gentry  had  interpofed 
and  prote£led  him.  As  foon  as  this  intelli- 
gence arrived,  the  Prince  of  Orange  fent  poll- 
tive  orders  that  the  king  ihould  not  approach- 
nearer  than  Rochefter ;  but  the  orders  came 

too 
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too  late ;  for  James  arrived  already  in  the  nie« 
tropolis, — ^where  the  populace  moved  by 
commifiEeration  for  his  unhappy  fate,  and  ac- 
tuated by  their  own  levity  received  him  with 
loud  acclamations  and  applaufes.  During 
James's  flay  at  Whitehall,  little  attention 
was  paid  him  by  any  perfon  of  diilinftion ; 
and  he  himfelf  difcovered  little  intention  of 
refuming  the  reins  of  government,  which  he 
had  recently  thrown  afide.  His  authority 
was  now  evidently  at  an  end*  'While  pof- 
feflled  of  power  he  exercifed  it  with  very  im- 
prudent and  imperious  councils,  and  he  re* 
linquifhed  it  with  a  defpondence,  equally  im- 
prudent and  puiillanimous.  The  Prince  of 
Orange  it  may  be  juftly  fuppofed,  never  har-  • 
boured  a  thought  of  offering  violence  to  his 
unhappy  father-in-law !  But  at  the  fame  time, 
he  was  fenfible,  that  nothing  would  fo  effec- 
tually forward  his  own  views,  as  James's  re- 
treat into  France,  a  nation  at  all  times  fo  ob- 
noxious to  England.  Wherefore  the  prince 
refolved  to  pulh  James  to  a  meifure,  to  which 
his  own  timidiqr  had  already  fully  inclined 
bim. 

Ths 
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Thb  Datch  guards  were  ordered  to  uke 
poflTeflion  of  Whitehall,  and  to  difplace  the 
Englifli.  Lord  Feverlham  having  being  fcnt 
hy  James  to  the  prince  to  requeft  a  conference 
on  the  fubje£l  of  an  accommodation)  in  order 
to  the  public  fettlement,  was  arefted,  under 
pretence  of  his  not  having  a  palTport.  A 
meflage  was  brought  to  the  king  in  bed  afrer 
midnight  from  the  prince,  ordering  him  to 
quit  the  palace  next  morning,  and  to  retire  to 
a  felt  belonging  to  the  Dutchefs  of  Lauderdale^ 

James  requefted  permiflion  of  retiring  to 
Rochefter,  which  was  readily  complied  vrith. 
The  prince  had  pef  ceived  that  the  artifice  had 
taken  effeft  ;  and  that  the  king,  terrified  by 
harfli  treatment,  had  renewed  his  former  in- 
tention of  quitting  the  kingdom.  James  ob- 
ferving  that  the  church,  the  nobility,  the  city, 
the  country,  all  united  in  neglefling  him,  fub- 
mitted  to  his  melancholy  fiite ;  andl^ng  en- 
treated by  urgent  letters  from  the  queen,  he 
privately  embarked  on  board  a  frigate  which 
waited  for  him,  and  arrived  fafe  in  France. 
Lewis  received  him  with  thegreateft  generofity 
fympathy  and  eileem,  a  behaviour  that  adds 

more 
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mote  to  Lewis's  glory  than  his  moft  fignal  vici 
lories.    Thui  expireti  the  reign  bf  i  king, 
who  wfe  may  pronounce  to  have  been  more 
unfortunate  than  criminal,  provided  we  con- 
iider  hisperfonal  charader  rather  than  his 
public  condu£^.  ^He  pollefled  many  of  thofe 
qualities,  which  #ould  compofe  a  good  fove* 
rdgn,  were  they  not  entirely  immerfed  in 
bigotry  and  arbitrary  principles.     In  domeilic 
life,  his  conduA  merits  approbation.   When 
Duke  of  York,  James  was  levere,  but  open  ia 
his  enmities;  brave  in  his  ehterprizes ;  diligent 
in  his  purfuits,  and  honourable  in  his  deal- 
ings.   MThen  he  afcended  the  throne,  his  fru- 
gality of  the  public  money  was  remarkable, 
his  induftry  laudable  ;  his  encouragement  of 
trade  judicious,  and  hid  jealoufy  of  the  na- 
tional honour  commendaJDle :  but  he  wanted 
a  due  regard  to  the  conflitution  and  religion 
of  his  country ;  this  quality  being  wanting, 
every  excellency  he  poflefTed,  became  dan- 
gerous  and  deftrudive  to  the  realms  he  go- 
verned ini 

WqiLE  matteirs  proceeded  thus  in  England; 

Tyrconncl  was  confirmed  in  the  profecution 

of  tkis  meafures  in  Ireland  by  a  mcffengcr 

Vol.  L  £  from 
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from  Jaroes>  with  aflurances  that  be  would 
fhortly  vifit  that  kingdom  at  the  head  of  a 
powerful  armament. 

Thk  deputy  however,,  had  fuffered  the  nor* 
them  .aflbciators  to  proceed  unmolcftcd  to  a 
confidefable  height.  On  afiirance  of fupplics 
from  England,  they  boldly  proclaimed  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  in  the  north  eaft  towns ;  but 
their  exultation  was  loon  allayed  by  Tyrcon- 
nel.  He  commanded  them  by  proclamat]<m 
to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  to  diflblve  their 
aflemblies.  General  Hamilton  marched 
againft  them  with  a  formidable  body  of 
troops,  and  after  various  fkirmtlhes,  forced 
the  northerns  to  haften  by  different  routs  to 
Derry,  as  their  laft  refuge. 

Aftir  the  departure  of  Lord  Mountjoy 
the  government  of  the  city  of  Derry  had  been 
committed  to  Lundy,  a  man  who  affeded 
great  attachment  to  the  Proteftant  caufc,  and 
the  utmoft  indignation  at  the  tyrannical  pro- 
ceedings of  Tyrconnel.  However,  on  feveral 
accounts,  Lundy  was  fufpeAed  of  partiality 
to  James ;  yet  £b  great  was  the  Prince  of 

Orange's 
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Orange's  embarraflment,  that  he  Was  obliged 
to  truft  and  employ  him . 

At  the  moment  when  the  citizens  were 
tttremelf  rufpicious  of  Lnndy -s  defigns,  their 
:^ent  fortunately  arrived  from  London  with 
aflnrances  from  the  prince,  th^it  preparadons 
were  made-'for  the  relief  and  ptoteftion  of 
Ireland.  Animated  by  this  information  they 
now  prepared  for  a  vigorous  defence.  Lundy 
feemed  to  have  caught  the  enthufiafm  of  the 
people  and  announced  his  refolution  of 
marching  againil  th»  enemy. 


£  a  CHAP. 
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-      CHAP-        II. 

James  arrives  in   Ireland.-^he  tnarchfs  agamfl 

Londonderry.-^Tke  great  Diftrefs  o/Derry.^ 

The  Siege  Raifed.— Battle  of  Newtown-Butkr. 

James  ajimbles  a  Parliament. — His  Deelaratwn 

and  Arbitrary  Condu&.^fhe  arrival  ofSchom- 

herg  in  Ireland  ivith  an  Army.T-The  Surrender 

of  Carrickfergus-^Great  Diftrefs  of  Sckcm- 

herg's  Army^The  Crown  fettled  on  the  Prince 

and  Princefs  of  Orange^The  arrival  of  f even 

Thou  fond  Danes  in  Ireland.— -James  exchanges 

IrifhfGr  French  Troops. 

n     i^ft«     TAMES  who  had  been  ear- 
A.  D.  1688.  J    ^^^^  foliciting  the  court 

of  France  for  fuccour,  at  length  obtained 
his  rcqueft.  On  the  feventh  of  March  this 
unhappy  Monarch  embarked  at  Breft,  with 
•  fourteen  (hips  of  war,  fix  frigates,  and 
three  fire  (hips.  His  military  forces  con- 
fifted  of  about  twelve  hundred  of  his  own 
fubje£ls  in  the  pay  of  France,  and  one 
hundred  French  officers  ;  with  thcfc  forces 
he  arrived  at  Kinfale,  and  focki  after  made 
his  public  entry  into  Dublin  amidft  the  ac- 
clamations of  the  inhabitants.  Addrefles  were 

inftantly 
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loftantly  poured  in  upon  him  from  all  orders 
of  the  people.    He  returned  to  each  the  moft 
gracious  and  conciliating  anfwer  ;  but  his  &ir- 
eft  declarations  were  received  with  coldnefs 
and  fufpicioUy  when  all  the   remaining  pro- 
teftants  of  the  privy-council  were  removed 
and  men  of  different  principles  fubftituted 
in  their  places.    He  now  iflued  five  feveral 
proclamations :  by  the  firfl  he  ordered  all  pro* 
teftants  who  had  abandoned  the  kingdom  to 
return  and  accept  his  prote^on,  under  the 
fevereft  penalties;  and  that  his  fubjeds  of  every 
perfuafion  (hould  unite  againft  the    Prince 
of  Orange ;  the  fecond  was  defigned  to  fupprefs 
xobberies,   commanding  all  catholics  not  of 
his  army,  to  lay  up  their  arms  in  their  refpec- 
tive  abodes ;  the  third  invited  the  country  to 
bring  provifions  to  his  troops  ;  by  the  fourth 
heraifed  the  value  of  money  \  and  by  the  laft, 
fummoned  a  parliament  to  meet  at  Dublin  ou 
the  feventh  day  of  May,  1688. 

Derut  was  confidered  by  Jame^  as  the 
place  where  his  arms  were  likely  to  meet  with 
the  greateft  refiftance,  and  it  therefore  became 
the  peculiar  objed  of  his  attention.  After 
yarious  confultatious  it  was  at  laft  refolved  to 
E  3  pirefs 
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preftthe  city  by  a  flow  fiege ;  aod  Jamies  de- 
termined to  lead  his  forces  in  perfon  to  the 
walls  of  Derry. 

Amongst  thofe  who  took  up  arms  agamft 
Jamet>  was  Georjge  Walker>  a  clergyman  and 
rciftor  of  a  pariihin  the  couUty  of  Tyrone.  ^ 
He  was  zealous  and  indefatigable,  in  the  de» 
fence  of  liberty  and  religion ;  he  raifed  a  r^* 
giment,  and  commanded  it.  Ncht  was  he  fa- 
tisfied  with  difcbarging  this  fervice,  butfldw 
firom  poft  to  ppft,  conferred  with  the  leaders, 
and  animated  the  people  to  a  vigorous^  refift- 
anceagainiV  the  partisans  of:  Jaroes.-^Walker 
haflened  to  Derry«  and  informed  Lundy  of 
the  approach  of  James,  entreating  him  to  give 
the  enemy  batUe,  before  their  whole  ftrength 
was  coUedl^.  Lundy  in  the  mean  time 
aflfeded  zeal .  and  :yigou  r. 

The  enemy  having  croflfed  the  river  Bano, 
it  became  expedient  to  ftop  their  progrefs 
over  the  Finn-water ;  Lundy  therefore  ftation- 
cd  his  forces  fox  this  purpefir,  but  in  the  botfr< 
of  danger,  heflxamefully  abandoned  his  poft, 
and  hid  himfel£  within  the  walls  of  Derry, 


Sincif  the  Revolution.  55 

fliaftU^the  gates  againft  many  of  thofe  who 
fought  the  iame  refuge. 

Dunma  this  operation  two  Englifli  Regi- 
ments ai  rived  in  Lough  Foyle,  the  colb* 
nels  of  which  had  orders  to  put  them- 
fclves  under  the  command  of  Lundy,  They 
notified  their  arrival  to  him,  and  he  in  con- 
fcquencc,  direfled  them  by  letter  to  land, 
but  to  leave  their  troops  on  board  and  to 
come  themfelves  with  fome  of  their  officers, 
to  confult  on  the  meafures  neceflary  to  be 
adopted  in  the  prefent  exigency ;  when  there 
were  (carcely  provifions  in  the  city  for  ten 
days.  Eleven  officers  from  the  fhips,  and  five 
of  the  tovhi  formed  a  council  of  war  ;  and  in 
purfuance  of  Lundy's  reprefentations,  it  was  # 
agreed  on,  that  the  place  was  not  tenable ;  and 
that  the  principal  officers  ftiould  privately 
withdraw  from  the  city,  and  leave  the  citizens 
to  make  the  beft  poffible  terms  with  the  enemy. 
Tbefe  refolutions  being  communicated  to  the 
town  council,  it  was  there  alfo  refolved  to  offer 
terms  of  capitulation  to  James  who  now  flow^ 
ly  advanced  towards  the  city.— Thefe  proceed- 
ings were  no  footter  known  tp  the  people  tbafi 
{h^    extlaimed   9gainft  th^  governor,    the 

council 
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council,  and  every  fufpe&ed  officer,  and  cried 
aloud  for  vengeance  againfl  their  betrayers. 
In  thp  violence  of  refentment,  they  flew  on^ 
officer  as  he  wa^  haft^ning  to  make  his  efcapcr 
frpni  the  city,  and  they  wounded  anqther. 
During  this  ftate  of  confufion  Murray,  a 
brave  and  popular  captain,  artived  at 
the  head  of  a  reinforcement ;  and  although, 
Lundy  commanded  him  to  retire,  he  infified 
on  entering  the  city  and  was  received  with  ac- 
clamations. 

Murray  inveighed  againft  the  bafe  purpofe; 
of  furrendering  to  a  perfidious  enemy ;  the 
Inhabitants  liftened  to  him  with  rapture ; 
and  while  he  expoftulated  with  Lundy,  they 
ruihed  to  the  walls,  pointed  the  cannon^  and 
fired  on  James  and  his  advanced  party,  who 
approached  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  city.  The 
more  cautious  and  timid  fent  a  deputation  tQ 
James  to  apologize  for  this  violence ;  but  the, 
body  of  the  citizens  unanimoufly  declared  for 
refiftance.  The  authority  of  the  governor, 
council  and  magiftrates  was  no  longer  ac- 
knowledged or  regarded.  Lundy  having  re- 
figned,  the  people  chofc;  for  themfelves  two 
new  governors,  a  Major  Baker,  and  Walker, 
ike  valiant  ecclefiailic  ;  with  this  view,  that, 

■     -i 
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if  one  ihould  fall,  the  garrifon  fhould  not  be 
without  a  cpinnunder.  By  thefc  officers,  they 
were  formed  into  eight  regiments,  amounting 
to  feyen  thoufand  and  twenty  men,  exclufive 
of  thdr  commanders* 

In  a  Ihort  time  the  refolutions  of  the  citizens- 
becoming  more  calm  and  deliberate,  they  fuf* 
&red  the  timid  to  depart  without  moleftatiom ; 
and  Lundy,  by  connivance  of  the  new  gover- 
nors, cfcaped  in  difguife  to  the  ftiips.  All 
matters  were  conduced  within  the  city  with 
the  greateft  regularity  and  compofure ;  each 
regiment,— each  company,  had  its  particular 
fiation.  Eighteen  clergymen  of  the  eftablilhed 
church  and  feven  diffenting  miniflers,  cheer- 
fully ihared  the  labours  and  dangers:  of  the 
ficge ;  and  alternately  every  day  allembled  the 
people  in  the  cathedral  church,  where  by  the 
fervor  of  their  devotions,  and  their  animated 
exortations,  they  infpired  their  hearers  with, 
the  moft  enthufiaftic  refolutions. 

The  brave  Murray  flew  from  man  to  man, 
exciting  ardour  in  their  bofoma  as  oc* 
caiion  might  require.  He  told  them,  that  it 
was  not  a  few  military  evolutions,  nor  the 

movement 
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rtfoyeiricnt  of  arms  by  rule,  the  mere  parade 
and  foppery  of  war,  that  made  foldiers  ;  but 
ili-ong^  bodies,  fironger  minds,  the  contempt  of 
danger  and  of  death.  Or  that  if,  in  regular 
fields  of  battle,  difciplined  troops  had  the  ad- 
vantage, yet  that  advantage  was  ufelefs  here, 
where  the  defetwiers  fought  behind  walls>  a 
fituation  by  which  thofe  who  could  bear  mod 
fatigue  and  flood  longed  at  their  polls,  muft 
ultimately  conquer.  That  the  enthufiafm  of 
religion  might  be  added  to  that  of  courage^ 
Walker  affured  the  foldiers  who  were  defti- 
aed  to  fall  in  this  caufe  of  a  fure  reception 
in  Heaven,  pointing  fir  ft  to  the  churches, 
then  to  the  (ky ;  thefe  were  the  holy  places 
from  which  their  enemies  were  to  drive 
them,  if  they  furvived  with  difgrace. — ^That 
was  the  aflylum  prepared  for  them  by  their 
God,  if  they  died  with  glory  while  fighting 
tinder  his  banners.  It  is  no  wonder  that  men 
whofe  paffions  were  fo  wrought  upon  fhould 
make  an  obflinate  defence  ;  but  it  feems  fur- 
prizing  that  the  catholics,  who  appeared  to  have 
as  powerful  motives  of  religion,  and  ftill  more 
powerful  fuppwt,  and  who  neither  waited  for 
officers  nor  priefts  to  encourage  and  exhort 
them,  Ihould  not  have  reduced  ihefe  irregu- 
lar 
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lar  forces.  The  catholics,  however  were  not 
fo  much  diilreflcd  nor  fo  firmly  united ;  neither 
did  the  fame  neceflity  exift  amongft  them  to 
ufe  fuch  extraordinary  exertions  for  fuccefs, 
that  the  others  did  for  their  fafety.  James 
continued  his  ailaults  for  eleven  days  with  un- 
remitting but  hopelefs  efforts ;  untiV  at  length 
impatient  of  difappointment,  he  at  laft  left 
the  camp  and  returned  to  Dublin,  without  at* 
phieving  any  thing  worthy  of  notice. 

Whilst  thefe  things  were  pafling,  Admiral 
Herbert  attacked  the  French  fleet  near  Bantry 
Bay,  bi4t  was  defeated  and  the  enemy 
having  cflfefted  the  difembarkation  they  bad 
Jn  charge,  returned  viftorious  to  thei« 
own  country.  When  James  w^as  told  the 
Englifli  were  thus  defeated  by  the  French ;  he 
exclaimed,  **  it  is  the  ,firft  time  !**  this  is  one 
of  tholi  fpeecb<s  for  which  fome  may  admire 
his  generofiiy-;  but  confidering  the  FrcDch 
troops  he  ba4  with  hira,  and  the  hopes  he 
reited  ui>onthat  nation,  every  man  of  reflexion 
moft  condemn  him  for  his  folly.  The  Eijglifh 
on  this  occafion  did  not  defpair.  No  cation 
cap  vye  with  them,  in  the  happy  facility 
pf     turning     a     defeat    into    a      tjpumph. 

In 
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In  this  cafe  .the  Prince  of  Orange  knowing 
their  difpofition,  and  believing  they  had  not 
behaved  ill,  went  to  vilit  the  fleet,  when  it 
arrived  at  Portfmouth,  dined  with  the  Ad- 
miral on  board  his  lhip>  and  knighted  him  for 
his  fer vices.  In  tStOi  he  praifed  thofe  whom 
he  knew  it  was  in  vain  to  cenfure ;  he  per- 
fuaded  them  that  they  defeated  the  enemy, 
and  they  readily  believed  him :  After  the  depar- 
ture of  James,  the  garrifon  of  Derry  continued 
to  defeat  all  the  attempts  of  the  befiegers  and 
to  barrafs  them  by  fuccefsfiil  fallies.  In  alt 
thefe  expeditions  the  command  was  ofiered 
to  any  officer  who  would  undertake  it, 
a  mode,  which,  though  it  may  be  difappro-^ 
vcd  of  by  thofe  attached  to  the  ftrift 
rules  of  war,  yet  was  very  well  adapted  to 
thefe  undifciplmed  forces,  whofe  fucccfs  de- 
pended more  on  their  ardour  than  their  know- 
ledge in  military  manuvres.  This  method 
might  perhaps  be  often  pra&ifcd  even  by  re- 
gulars with  fuccefs,  as  forties  nioftly  depend 
on  the  vivacity  with  which  they  are  con- 
dueled,  and  are  generally  defigned  to  furprife 
an  nnguarded  rather  tban  to  attack  a  provided 
enemy. 
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Ai  the  defence  of  Londonderry  was  muclr 
talked  of  in  England,  General  Kirk  was  fent 
out  to  afiift  the  befieged  ;  and  at  a  moment 
when  the  citizens  of  Derry  were  tHreatened 
with  both  difeafe  and  famine,  they  difcovered 
thirty  fhips  in  Lough  Foyle.  On  fight  of  this 
fleet,  the  befieged  gave  the  ufual  falutation  of 
joy  ;  but  General  Kirk  poflefled  too  little  hu- 
manity to  make  any  hazardous  attempt  for 
the  relief  of  the  garrifon.  To  the  fignals 
of  the  befieged.  Kirk  returned  no  anfwer  that 
evinced  any  alacrity,  the  enemy,  while  en- 
couraged by  his  apparent  irrefolution  prepared 
to  oppofe  his  paflage. 

On  each  fide  of  the  Lough,  where  it  grew 
marrow  towards  the  city,  theyerefled  batteries, 
and  arranged  their  forces  on  twooppofite  forts, 
while  they  extended  acrofs  the  water,  a  boom, 
formql  of  ftrong  timber,  joined  with  iron 
chains,  and  ftrengthened  with  ftrong  cables. 
Kirk  and  his  fleet  foon  after  difappeared,  and 
from  the  Ifland  of  Inch,  he  fent  the  befieged 
the  affli6ling  intelligence,  that  as  he  found  it 
impoflible  to  force  a  paflage  by  the  river  for 
.his  fiores  and  provifions,  he  had  retired  to 

Inckv 
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lDch>  ia  (f^tr  to  make  fome  diverdoa  to  .the 
enemy  and  to  fead  provifionB  to  the  proteftaut 
forces  colleded  at  Ennifkillen,  with  a  cooluefs 
which  rather  infulted  thaa  alleviated  their 
diftrefs,  he  aflfured  them  in  terms  of  lapgu^d 
aSeflion,  that  alfairs  ia  Scotland  Englaod  aad 
Ireland,  were  favourable  to  the  new  goTern* 
ment  and  that  great  fuccours  would  fhortly  be 
fent  them  :  yet  he  concluded  with  charging 
them  to  hufbaad  well  their  provifions ;  a 
cauti(Mi  more  alarmin^r  than  all  the  menaces 
of  the  enemy.  Although  famine  and  difeafe 
made  daily  ravages  among  them ,  yet  when 
numbers  of  them  were  fcarcely  able  to  fup- 
port  their  arras,  they  menaced  thofe  with  in- 
ftant   death,  who  fhould  propofe  a  furrender. 

Thx  women  attended  every  fervice,  anima- 
ting them  by  their  eries,  and  often  aflxfting 
them  with  their  hands.  All  the  fpare  time  of 
the  garrifon  was  fpent  in  private  prayer  or 
public  devotion.  Yet  amidft  the  union  oc- 
caGoned  by  common  danger,  it  was  ftrange,  to 
Dee  sdigious  divifions  break  forth. 

Tm  proteftants  and  difienters  infifted  each 
tff  )uve  pofleflion  of  the  cathedral  church,  nor 

eoijild 
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could  mutual  flaughter  have  been  prevented^ 

had  it  BOt  been  agreed,  that  one  dafs  (hould 

attend  fervice  in  the  forenoon,  and  the  other 

in  the  afternoon*     About  the  middle  of  fum- 

mer,  the  weather    being    extremely    fultry, 

they  were  feized  with  peftilential  diforders, 

and  died  in  great  numbers ;  among  others, 

the  brave  Baker  their  governor  fell  a  vidlim 

to  the  difeafe«    Yet  even  death  in  this  form, 

more  dreadful  than  that  of  war,  difmayedthem 

not ;  for  fo  great  was  their  horror  againft  the 

befiegers,  that  it  overcame  the  moil  powerful 

antipathies    of    nature.       Their     provifions 

having  been  ezhaufiedi  they  fuftained  Kfe  by 

eating  the  flefh  of  horfes,  dogs  and  vero^in ; 

and  even  made  defpcrate  fallies,  though  tpo 

much  weakened  by  hunger  to  purfue  their 

advantage-    In  this  fituation  geners^l  Hamilton 

prefled  them  to  furrender  on  lerms  that  were 

reafonable ;  but  they  reproached  htm  with  his 

own  treacbery. 

RosxN  who  was  fer^  by  James  to  cpnunand 
the  li^e,  having  more  knowledge  in  the  art 
of  attacking  places  than  the  Irifh  generals, 
changed  the  difpofitions,  invefted  the  place 
more  clofely,  and  made  many  furious  but  un-^ 

fiiccefsftti 
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fuccefsful  aflaults.  At  length  provoked  hf' 
the  valour  of  the  garrifon,  he  adopted  a 
meafure  unparalleled  in  modern  times.  He 
gave  orders  that  all  the  proteftant  inhabitants 
ten  miles  around  Derry  ftiould  be  driven 
under  the  walls  of  the  city ;  and  he  proclaim- 
ed if  the  garrifon  did  not  furrender  in  the 
fpace  of  ten  days,  they  would  all  be  put  to  the 
fword.  Five  thoufand  miferable  wretches,  who 
were  collefted  from  the  country  all  around^ 
were  driven  accordingly  whh  drawn  fwords, 
under  the  walls  of  the  city. 


fcherae  weakened  the  fpirit  of  James's 
army  by  its  horror,  and  ftrengtheried  thofe  of 
the  befieged,  by  turning  a  fedate  into  a  furious 
valour.  Many  of  the  wretched  fuflfefers  driv- 
en to  perifh  under  their  wails,  conjured 
them  to  attend  to  theif  own  intereft  riot  theirs^ 
For  that  a  furrcnde^  to  men  void  of  chriftian 
humanity,  could  not  fervcf  thofe  who  wer^ 
without,  and  would  only  involve  ihofe,  who 
were  within,  in  one  common  flaughteh 

Thk  catholic  officers  executed  their  ord^ts 
againft   their    countrymen,    with    tears    in 

tbeit 
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Aeir  eye*  ;  but  nothing  coiild  foft^n  the  cal- 
lous and  unfeeling  hearts  of  the  French.  The 
Wefieged,  oh  thfc  other  hand,  cre^ed  a  gibbet 
on  the  baflion  neareft  the  enemy,  and  affured 
thenii  unlefs  their  friends  were  allowed  to  de- 
part, that  all  tlie  prifonelrs  taken  by  the  gar- 
rifon  ihould  be  inftftntly  executed  ;  and.  they 
wrote  to  the  besiegers  to  fend  confeflfors  to 
prepate  them  for  deatt.  tJuring  twd  day** 
and  as  many  nights,  the  iinhappy .  viflims  ot 
Rofen's  refentment,  remained  under  the  walls,, 
without  meat,  drinks  fire^  of  Oieltef,  wHfcre 
many  htindri^s  of  th^m  perifhedr  At  the 
end  of  that  time,  fuch  of  them  i$  were  able  to. 
depait^  were  permitted  to  do  foi  Bill  thbfc! 
who  died,  wefe  the  moft  fortunate;  for  the 
otheirs,  infefted  with  difeafes,  and  filled^  witli 
defpair,  beheld  on  all  fides,  a$  thcfy  wandered 
homewards,  their  habitations  reduced  to  aifhes; 
the  fmoak  of  fomc  not  yet  cxtinguifhed,  and 
their  cattle,  ftirniturc,  and  J)rovifidns  carried  off; 
A  filence  pervaded  the  land ;  and  they  envied 
their  compadions  Whd  were  at  reft  from 
their  miferies.  It  \^cfuld  beanunfaif  and 
dilhonoiirable  ftigmi  ori  the  memory  of  the 
tinhappy,  to'  afcribe  the*  difgrace  of  this? 
nctiou  to  James ;  sis  he  rervoked  the 
Vol.  r.  F  otder 
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order  of  the  cruel  RofeD>  foon  as  he  heard 
of  it :  his  own  misfortunes  having  probably 
foftened  his  difpofition,  taught  him  to  fe^l 
for  the  calamity  of  his  enemies.  •  Every 
miferable  refource  at  laft  began  to  fail  the  in- 
trepid garrifon  of  Derry,  and  means  of  fubfif- 
tence  qould  not  be  procured  for  more  than 
two  days ;  however  the  famiihed  throngs 
liflened  to  the  exhortations  of  Walker ;  and  be 
alTured.  them  from  the  pulpit  that  the  al- 
mighty would  fend  them  a  fpeedy  deliverance. 
Kirkin  the  meantime^  heard  the  cries  and  faw 
the  fires.  But  though  enraged,  perhaps  he  was 
not  difpleafed  to  fee  his  own  chara£ler  for  in- 
humanity ejfceeded  by  the  French  ^pneral ; 
he  however  refolved  to  make  a  defperate  effort 
to  relieve  the  city.  Two  (hips  laden  with 
provifions^  and  convoyed  by  a  frigate>  advan- 
ced in  view  of  both  the  garrifon  and  befie- 
gers.  The  enemy  from  their  batteries  and 
muflcetry,  thundered  furioufly  on  the  {hips> 
who  returned  their  fire  with  equal  fpirit. 
The  forenioft  of  the  viiluallers  ft  ruck  forcibly 
againft  the  boom,  and  biqke  it,  but  rebound- 
ing with  violence,  ran  a  ground.  The  enemy 
exulted  in  loud  acclamations  and  prepared  to 
board  he^»  while  on  the  crouded  walls  of  the 

gariifou 
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gkrrirori;  the  ^cfieged  ftood  torpid  with  defpair* 
In  altttle  tirafe  ho^cveP,  the  vtffelgotoff%the 
recoilingOf  her  giinsJ;  ind  piaffing  the  bobm> 
Ihc  wSiA  ftll<Jwedby  the'othef  Vifluktlers.  The 
city  being  thus  pWvidetitia!ly'  rilleVedr  oh 
the  next  day  the  enemy  taifed  the  fi*ge,  after 
ba>^|^  oominued  it  for  i^eai*  foiir  ntoilths. 
The  garrifon  vrks  reduced  by  difeafe,  famiixi ' 
and  the  fword,  ff om  near  eight  thbufand  to- 
five  thoafand  men  .  of  thefe,  mere  tb^n  one 
thonfand  were  tinfh  for  fervice,  and  therein 
lb  ftrangely  altered  in. their  looks  aihd  gdf* 
tures,  that  their  moft  intimate  friends  tould* 
fcarcelyrecogxiizc  them; 

^  Whatever  might  be  the  fentiments  of  in- 
dividuals, the  body  of  th.e  protibftants  rej6iced, 
and  undoubtedly  acquired  flrength  from  the 
fuccefs  df  the  citizens  of  Derl-yi  and  in  con- 
fcquence,  they  every  where  made  th6  grcateft 
efforts  to  imitate  their  example^  and  to  oppofc 
the  progrefs  of  i  prince  whom,  they  never 
loved,  and  whom  they  now  no  longer  regarded 
as  their  fovereign.  Duripg  the  whole  courie 
of  the  liege/  James'^  army  had.beeu  greatly 
emharrafled  in  their  operations^  by  tfaofe  pro* 
teftants  who  had  aflembled  abOiit  Eanifkillei. 
F-  4  Lord 
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.Lo)rd  G^lMr^y?  iH^d  marched  to  reduce  them. 
£[6;  kiT€&ed  Crom  Qaille,  their  frontier 
'gajrrifcm,  featcd.  on;  Lough  Erne;  but 
a^, he  found  it  impra^icable  foibripQ^  up  his 
cannon^  he.bad  recourfit  to  (Icatagem.  Eight 
horfes  were  employed  to  draw  two  pieces  o£ 
tin,  of  a  cylindrical  form>  abd^fo  coloured.as 
to  refemble  caixnon*  With  thefe  he  threatened 
to  batter . thi  caftle.  The  gai;rifo(n  made  fignals 
of  defiuQCCj.  and  beiilg  reinforced  from  Eaimf* 
killeni  drovetheenemy^frona  their  trenches,  and 
returned  triumphant^  with  coofiderable  booty» 
while  the  counterfsit  cannon  .which  had  beea* 
drawn  up  with  fuch  apparent  difficulty,  were 
exhibited  as  trophies.  In  the  meantime  the 
number  of  the  northttn  confederates  aug* 
mented)  but  they  were  neither  fariiifhed 
with  arma  tiot  ainmunitioii  until,  the  arrival 
of  genei^al  Kirk,  when  they  became  fo 
formidable  that  Jatnes  determiiied  to  attack 
th^m  by  three  diflferent  armies.— For  thispur- 
pofo  Macarthy,  a  brave  and  esperieiiced  ge- 
neral, was  ordered  to' encamp  at  Aelturbet, 
with  feven  thoufand  men,  Sarsfield,  another 
general  of  diftinguiftied  abilities^  led,  an  army 
from  Gonoaught ;'  and  the  DAe  of  Berwick 
prepated  to  attack  them  from  the  "north.    But 

by 


Smt4  the  ^Uyolufyn*  '•  ^ 

by  a  fingularity  9f,,iqr^w<?,  tbff  ignpranoe  of 

their  danger  in  all  f;^ol?a>UUy  pToy^jhje 

flu^ns  of  their,  ddivwaacp^i/w  ^tiot^kif^. 

only  of  tbf  wodow  pI  t^ie  ■Ca^io?i^«Ji|  TW-W*)*;; 

and  tjii^  fljarcbcd  .out, with  .i?»tfiepidi|j|,,.fBr.. 

prired.thf!. enemies  ;cagip„  ^  fput^dbMlfq* 

with  coj»fi4ffftt)lje.%iy{lWfr,r; ...  -!    il.  cfr  >  r:^; 

1    ..    .      .,•  1      ;  1  .  ••••  '  ■>■■-  .'    1     i;.-.!'ii  ••■•.    '      ; 
,Thkt  had  D^t.,a  fijnU?r.,fvi!Cf<:fs  ^gai!^;,he 

Diajice  of  Berwick  i  fqr.lop^  can»l»mes,whit4» 
ha.4  V^^Q.^^^^^^  ^^  i^^  *^f^  ^dva]|tug4^c^s 

were^^jil  to  ^JJieqpp  )>y  iji^  4»ik^'0n  ^\\  ^- 
jp,roac^^  tp  5iw%U^      bin  iB|C^rwicklaim»tiate- 
ly.retfred  ,oji.the  api^iBafrsinpc  Qf  the  gQitettiair 
of  that  town.      Macarxb/    an»r<:i*4  agiaitift 
Ennifkillen,  and  invefted   Crom  Caftle.    An 
oifiicer  was  dctachc^   to  its  j^Iie^  but  the 
enem^  ^dyancmg.  agsdnit  him.  witii  a  m^Qh 
fap^rior  force,  hie  wa»<ob)ig«dM  mtreat.   ^a^- 
cartby  purfued  him^  and  ii  flcHrniiih  elafued> 
which  was  the  prelilde  to  a  general  aAion  be- 
tween both  armies ;.  IMEatartby  at  the  be^d  of 
one,  and  Woifley  at  tjhat  of  the  otli^n    This 
engagement  took  plaoe  at  Niewtown-Butler. 

F  3  Thk 
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Ttifc  Northerns  compcnfiitcd  ^r  their  ia- 
fefiorhy  in  nirmbcr  by  their  Valdur;  ind'  an 
abhorrentt  btthc  ehcmjr,' w^cVWcited'rtirft 
utmoft  <iic^ttbTa/ !RJacarth/s  arniy  wis  *dcririt- 
ed  with  gh^t  fcughter ;  and  quartets' were^itf^ 
ftrdefd'to  ill  bm  officer^/  Two  tHbafiird  >£ 
the  catholic  troops,  were  fiain  ifi  tilt  fetid  "ind 
and  fix  hundred  were  forced  to  plungeuto 


-^ 


victory  Wis  foOii  cpmii^umcat 
^to^ jkttJes'SaTmjr,  as  ihef^iired^'^riym  Dferry 

filfid'  it  Terred  bo  Idoubt  lA^*]^rciipltafe  '^tVeir 
-flighf^-jimes  brd^by  tWs'^  trrhe^fel^i'i^e^d'  t^ 
.Dttblin/Wliere,  tn  kft  tlft  pdmp'k'hi''fpVen46r 

of  fovei-^gtfty,  be'tonvened  a  parliim&t.  ^^' 

i\:In^ihd  houfc  of  *Ior<!8,  a  irtimbttr  6{\ltvr 

ootbolic  jieeifagesi  gaSl^e  Vreigbt  tb  thit  piny ; 

.  ifrhile  the  dominions  were  ilriioft  ehtircly  c^m- 

l]ioibd)ofiXyrc^del*s  creatiii^i.     *'*   M'   v''/' 
t  -'«'..-'.       1*1'. 

,  :JvwBiHa;ia  a  fpeech  'frohi  tllfe  thi*6tie  ;  com- 
mended  the  zeal  an4' loyalty,  of  ill's  trifti  ftrb- 
je£ls  ;  declared  his .  abbOrireiice  of  violating 
either  the  rights  of  confcicnce  or  thofe  of  pro- 
perty ; 
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pcrty  ;  and  that  fee  wodM  readily  oonfentto 
any  Taws  for  the  good  of  the  ttation.    A  bill 
wai  immediately  imrodtfced,  recbgtilzing  the 
king^s  title,  and  exprefling  an  abhorrence  of 
the  Prince  of    Orange    and  his  ttfarjiAicin.' 
James  now  publifhed  a  declaration,  in  v^hf^h 
fae  exprefled  his  determination  to  prote£l  the 
properties,  privileges  and  religion  of  his  pro- 
tefitant  fubjeflis  ;  but  whatever '  might  be  his 
inclina!kio!ns>  he  was  at  prefent  totally  .enflaved 
by  different  faSiohs,    The   French  Ambaf- 
fad6t*,  affeAed'io  tak&  the  lead  in  his  councils, 
a«id  Jairies  was  ferViftily  attentire  not  to  fur- 
nilh  him  with  any  pretence  for  complaint. 
All  military  promotions  were  conferred   on 
Frenchmen,   to  the  great  diflatisfaflion  stnd 
difcontent  of  his  Irilh  adherents.    In  parlia- 
ment, however,  the  latter  ifeiied  on  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  providing  for  their  own  inf^refts, 
without  any  attention  whatfoever  to  the  em- 
barj-afled  fituation  of  the  unfortunate  Jame^.' 
They  paffed  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  A^  of 
Settlement  a  meafdre  which  ftiH  rendered  James 
more  obnoxious  to  the  people  of  £ngland  ;  al- 
though there  is  evei^  reafon  to  believe  he  dif- 
upproved  of  the  bill,  tod  that  neceffity  alone 

compelled 
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coxnpeiled  him  to  ratify  it.  I^afonjinateLy 
for  James,  the  bill  wa3  not  only  z^  favouritq 
objedt  of  tl^  catjiolic^  but  ^t  yf3%yf^VPXs  ^9*/ 
coQimen4!4d  by  the  Ffeqtch  .  n»f nift^r  {.  ^^ 
their  ^x^ixfii  infltiencf  wa^  top  pQwecfixS  tp  b« 
oppof«4-  »    .  ^ 

The  piurchaferB  under  the  A^pf  $ettl€ioc&t 
prefentcd  an  addrefs  ag^inft  the  bill,  but  Jajpef 
coldly  replied,  that  he  cou)d  not  do  evil,  tbfit 
good  might  refult  from  it:  And  when  fpiuc 
peers  determined  ^o  enter  their  pfotelt»  he^pb* 
ferved,  iha;t  prptefls.  wer|(iifual  o^Xy  in.tjnf^f^ 
of  re^?elIio^.  .  ..;.,. 

Thus  pafled  the  bill  for  the  repeal  fff{thq 
A&  of  3^1^Yncnt,  with  a  preamble  e^^^i^lpa- 
ting  the  Iriih  eatboliqs  from  rebelling,  in  the 
year  1641  ;  anda  claufe  by  which  the  eftates 
of  thofe,  who  refided  in  any  of  the  thi«e 
kjngdems,  and  who  had  eithei;  aided  or  cor* 
TpfjK>pded  with  the  Prince  ofjQran^p;  from  the 
firft  of  Auguft,  ;l688,  were  forfeited  and  veiled 
in  the  king. 

In  Goniequen^e  of  tl^s  a;^,  a}in^fi  eviery  pro- 
teftant  in  the  kingdom  was  deprived  of  his 

cftate 


tfttte.  An  aft  was  alfo  piflfed,  4>7  whicb  a 
number  of  pellbns  in  the  ferviceof  the  Printe 
of  Onrnge,  and  t'hole  who  had  retired  from 
the  kingdom,  ati^  did  not  return  in  cb^teuce 
to  James's  proclaniatioin,  were  all  attainted^ 
of  high  ueafon,  and  adjudged  to  fuffer  thr 
paiM  ^  death  and-forfciuire,  unlefs  wiihin  a 
limited  time  the;^  would  furrender. 

Two  thonfand  four  hnndred  and  S^'xtj  on^ 
per£^8»  oi  all  orders  and  Conditions  were' 
included  in  this  arbitrary  fentence  ^  wbi^ 
was  likewifis  &>  framed,  as  to  ppechide  the 
kii!fr.6rom  the  power  of  pardoning,  {after 
ihefirft  <)f  Nov^fliber,  1689, 

,  Ik  a  few  inftances,  James  bad  the  refolniioti 
to  adhere  to  ftich  meafures,  as  he  was  con- 
vinced would  be  agreeable  to  the  pqople  6f 
£ngland«  Ife  oppofed  and  defdat^td  a  bill  {or 
the  repeal  of  Poyning's  law  ;  nor  would  he 
confcnt  to  the  eftablifhment  qf  inn's  of  court 
in  Ireland  for  the  cducatian  of  young  law- 
yers ;  a  point  fo  long  apd  fp  ardently  pyriiied 
W  the  Irtfli  catholics. 

Of 
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:  Orthe/otifer^'afls-paflGbd  ija  this  parliamcati  - 
the .OTOire reftwtrJtiWeiwctea  fuppleqifetttfto^tfae  - 
bill  of  attainder^  by  wkich  the  j|>erro^al  .^ftates  ^ 
of j«bftotftes  .wcntrvjeftedr  in !  the  king;;  oae  iic-  . 
dar ihgjthat.  the  parliameat  of  Englaakk  cQold 
i»Qt*bind.Ireland  ;  dndionefagainft  wrtu  ,<>f'  tr^ 
tt)rand'ap)>iiaJb  tp  £nglaixd  ;.one  for.liborky.fef 
confcience;  another  fdi' abaliftiihg  tKcJwftvi- 
lions  formerly  made  for  minifters  in  corporate 
t^TTiis ;,  ahd  pfie  for  emHlmgit'tbe  RomHh  olei^y 
td^raU  tithes  and  ecclefiallioal  emolutx>eats:f»^- 
aliieixy  jbofe.  of:  their  own  commuiBibn.'— 
Jftf^eshnid  aitnQnibl^  fubfidy  granted  bim  by 
the  parliaineJit>  of'twetvetbottfand  pounds, 
yrhich  was  levied  irQxt\r  land& ;  >bnt  this  tax 
however  grievous  was  inadequate  to  his  pur- 
yo^k  i  ^nd  being  unable  tp  procure  mcmey 
fjpoo)  F^ancp,  he>  during  the  fitting  of  piirlia* 
lucnt,  by  vifiue  of  his  prerogative,  ifTued  a 
proclamation,  impofi^g  a  tax  to  the  like  amount 
OB  all  chattels. 

SoM?  of  his  council  ventured  to  remonftrjtff 
^gainft  this  arbitrary  meafurc,  but  without 
cffca,  "  if  I  cannot  do  tbis/^  ftid  he,  «  I  cw 
do  nothing.** 

Ja¥B5 
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X  JAUKi  ta  hU  ptcftot  cxig«ttoc;hfctBec6ujrfe 
loan  expedHwi:  which  jgi^t^j  ndtaied  Jbib 
Iri(h  fubjcfiks.  He  fcized  the  implemcots  aa<|l 
engines  of  one  Moore  who  enjoyed  the  right 
of  a  copper  coinage  in  Ireland,  by  virtue  of 
»:  patent  of  tbela^  king,  and  heeflabliihed 
-%'  mint  in  DaUin  and  Unierick.  To  thefe 
plaeea  w*rc  earned  brafs  and  copper  of  the 
bafcft  <»i>ality, ;  m^  ft^m  CY^ery  pound  weight 
.©f  jthefc  '«,aicrial^,  yalp^  at  four-pence, 
^ef^es  weife  poyi^d'  ^n^  ciccul^^d  (o  the 
^qioiwit  .of  ,|iyje  jROuijfJs  in  nominal  yalye, 

Brthcfirft  proclamation,  they  weceimade 
current  in  all  payments,  between  James  and 
his  fubjeils,  except  in  the  duties  op,  the 
exportation  of  foreign  goods,  money  left  in 
iruft,  or  due  by  ^nortgages,  bills,  orboiads; 
and  James  promifed  whqn  this,  money  fbould 
be  decried,  he  would  receive  it  in  all  pay- 
ments, or  make  full  compenfation  in  gold  and 
filver.  His  foldiers  were  now  paid  in  this 
jpoin.  The  nominal  value  was  raifed  by 
fubfequent  proclamations,  and  this  bafe 
pioney    was  qrcler^d  to;  be  received  .  in  all 

kinds 


7^  A  Vkwnflr^  A0airs 

kmds  of  ^ymcokii  >  ^  iairsfs.'  md  copper 
became  iozt^  the  coin  w«s  aM/db^of.  tin.'and 
pev(ter. "    '      '  •  'i  '     "  •  /'    v 

.  It  was  obthided  ba  Hs  fufajeds  nnritii  achw 
/bamfttiaces  of  the  moft  Vagrant  iujuftice.  Old 
;ilebts  of  otie  thoufsKid  pomds^  wens,  dii^ 
xfa^r^d  by  pieces  of  bafe  meial,  of'  the%- 
.^briaiie  iral«i«  of  not^more  tbal»  tbitty  ftillings, 
Aiul  James  by  protlamatioii'  n!ot  <MiIy  ibt  ii  vtf* 
lut  oti  tbe  lAaple  coaimodttk9  of  the  kingdom^ 
and  deniaDded  them  at  his  own  price,  %Tit 
moreover,  he  obliged  the  proprietors  to  accept 
:)q8  bafe  cdln  in  return;  andd  with ^^atl  the 
meannefs  of  a  trader^  he  exported  his  purcbafe 
to  Flrance- 

J^^xs  was  not  many  months  in  Ireland 
when  a  mandamus  was  fern  to  the  nntverfity, 
in  favour  of  Greene,  who  had  been  formerr 
Ijr  di&ppointed  of  a  profeflbfihip.  He  was 
now  defigned  to  fill  another  office,  that  of  a 
ienior  fellow  of  Tytn^ty  College;  and  al- 
though tbe  fev^reft  vengeance  was  denounciKL 
againft  tbe  college  in  cafe  of  noncompliance, 
yet  they  boldly,  refufed  to  obey  the  mandamus. 

They 
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They  pleaded  their  own  caufe,  and  urged, 
at  the  fame  time,  botK  the  incapacity  of 
Greene,  and  the  falfe  allegations  of  his  peti- 
tion*  The  iflne  of  this  unequal  conteft  was 
fpeedy  and  decifive.  In  a  few  days^  the  fel- 
loira  and  fcholars  were  forcibly  ejeded  by 
James's  foldiers;  the  communion  plate,  Xu 
farary,.aad  furniture  of  the  community  were 
all  feizedj  their  chapel  was  converted  inio  a. 
magazine,  and  their  chambors  into  prifons. 

Th£  members  of  the  univerfity  proe- 
cured  thfeir  perfoaal  liberty  only  by  the 
intereefiioiL,  of  the  bifhop  of;  Meath ;  and 
thid  lOii  the  exprefs  condition ;  that  on  pain 
of  death,  three  of  them  fhould  not  meet 
together.  James  ifiaed  an  order,  that  on 
l9ore  than  five  proteftants  fiio<uld  meet 
togeicber,  even  in  churches,  ctfi  pain  of  death  :^ 
the  apprehenfion  of  in vafion> was  indeed  plead* 
ed  finr  this  defpotic  feverity,  which  however, 
was  but  too  congenial  to  James's  bigoted  and 
illiberal  principles.  All  menof  found  judgu 
ment  mnft  have  tafily  fbrefecn,  that  James  by 
his  imprudence  and  that  of  his  council,  was 
deflroying  his  own  views  and  defigns  ;   but  it 

was 
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was  Ills  misfottune  never  to  liflen  to  fouria 
advice,  the  cdinnion  erroi:  of' all  weik  minds. 

HaI)  James  attended  16  the  prudent  fuggef- 
tions  of  Lord  Dunde^,  he  would  in  all  human 
probability,  have  attained  thfe  fummit  of  hii 
wifties.  Lof  d  Dtrndee,  ±  Scotch  hobteman  o^f 
confuiti.ttislte  ptnd^ce  and  valoui-,  who  united 
in  his  perfon  the  fpirit  of  an  ancient  heVo,  witli 
all  the  fine  accompliftimenti  of  the  gmtte^ 
man  ;  preffed  James  to  embark  with  a  confider* 
able 'part  of  his  army  for  Scotland,  a  cottflti-y 
where. there  were  fcarcefy  any  regular  fotcerf; ' 
and  where  his  prefence  Would  fix  the  waver  J 
ing,  and  awe  the  timid ;  and. where,  as  Dundee 
urged,  holts  of  Ihepherds  would  (lartupinta 
warriors,  on  the  firft  waving  of  his' banners  on 
the  mountains.  James  was  told«  that  it  was  in 
vain  for  him  to  confume  time  in  completing 
the  conqueft  of  a  country,  nine-tenths  oi 
which,  he  had  already  under  his  dominion^  > 
and  which  nature  itfelf  feemed  to  have  de-' 
creed  Ihould  follow  the  fortune  of  England^ 
That  the  advantage  which  M^ould  acctue  from 
bringing  the  remainder  of  Ireland  Undei^ 
fubjeAion  would  be  trifling;  whilft,  if  the  at-^ 
tempt  (houJd  fail,  the  difgrace  in  fuch  a  cafef 

Urould 
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would  render  the  lofs  the  more  important.  In 
the  prefeat  unfeitlcd  ftate  of  things,  while 
France  threatened,  while  England  was  in 
open  difcontent,  while  Scotland  was  ready  to 
burft  out  into  a  flame,  while  Ireland  was 
ready  to  (hed  her  beil  blood  in  his  caufe,  now 
was  the  time  at  once  to  (hake  a  throne  ufurped 
and  nnfettled,  and  to  overwhelm  a  people 
who  always  trembled  at  the  firft  report  of  an 
invafion,  but  colle£led  ftrength,  fpirit,  and* 
union  to  oppofe  it,  whoi  long  delayed.  \    ' 

It  was  urged  if  he  failed  of  fuccels,  it 
would  be  more  glorious  for  him  to  do  fo  in 
one  great  conteft,  than  to  wage  war  like  a 
fuginve,  wafting  the  provifions,  and  weakening 
the  ftrei^h  of  his.  country.  But  thefe  ar- 
guments were  infufiicient  to  engage  James  to 
truft  himfelf  in  Scotland.  He  apprehended  if 
he  went  to  the  Highlands,  his  conqueft  would 
be  barren,  and  that  his  troops  would  melt 
away,  overcome  by  famine  and  fatigue,  as  they 
wandered  from  hill  to  hill,  like  the  mifis  of 
the  country  ;  and  if  on  the  other  hand,  he  re- 
paired to  the  Lowlands,  he  would  have  to  deal 
ivith  a  fet  of  men,  whofe  anceftors  had  be- 
trayed 
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tfayei  his  royal  father,  and  whoj  whiW  they 
were  comending^  againft  their  king,  imagined 
they  were  fighting  for  their  God .  Such  reafon- 
ing,  weak  and  iiiconclufive  as  it  was,  prevailed 
with  Jantcs.  But  notwithftanding,  t-ofd  Dun- 
dee was  not  idle  in  the  caufe  of  his  mafter  in 
Scotland.  For  he  was  firmly  refolved  to  kift^ 
die  fiich  a  flame  of  war,  amidft  the  barren  hills 
of  the  lionh,  as  might  fpread  terror  and  de- 
ilruftion  over  all  the  country.  In  order  to 
crufti  Dundee,  general  Mackay  was  difpatched 
by  the  Prince  of  Orange  after  him  With  con- 
fiderable  forces ;  and  Mackay  advanced  to- 
wards the  pafs  of  Killicfanky,  which  was  a 
rOad  'between  high  mountains.  Dundee  re- 
folving  to  fight  him,  abandoned  that  advto- 
tagcous  pofr,  partly  to  animate  his  Highlanders 
by  theboldnefs  of  the  refolutton,  and  partly  to 
render  the  defeat  of  his  enemies  the  more 
compleat,  if  it  ftiould  take  place  j  he  therefore 
permitted  Mackay  to  pafs  the  ftrtJght  without 
oppolition,  and  delayed  giving  him  battle  till 
almoft  fun  fet,  when  he  rufhed  do>Vn  tipon 
them  with  fuch  fiiry,  that  he  forced  them  to 
give  way,  by  which  2000  of  them  were  killed 
and  500  wounded.  The  reft  difperfed  of  their 

ow» 
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imh  accord,  and  general  Mackay  was  only 
faVed  by  taking  a  way  through  the  mountains, 
which  lay  weftward  of  the  pafs,  while  the 
Highlanderis  were  occt^pied  in  plundering  the 
baggage  of  the  Engliih  army.  But  on  the  re- 
newal of  the  purfuit,  the  gallant  Dundee' 
was  mortally  wounded  ;  he  fainted  and  fell 
from  his  horfe  ;  when  he  recovered,  be  afked, 
how  things  were  ?  Being  told  all  was  well  ; 
then  faid  he,  I  am  well ;  and  immediately  eX"^ 
fired. 

During  all  this  time,  it  wa6  fcarcely  pof- 
fible  for  the  Prince  of  Orange,  to  aft  with 
hecefiary  vigbur  in  the  fupport  of  his  friends 
in  Ireland:  The  Engliih  forces  if  it  might  be 
deemed  fafe  to  employ  them  againft  James^ 
could  not  be  fpared  ;  new  levies  were  there- 
fore ordered  and  flioftly  embodied  ;  but  the 
arms  in  the  Tower  having  been  embezzled, 
it  was  neceflary  to  fend  for  a  fupply  to  Hol- 
land. In  the  mean  time,  the  negled  of  Ireland 
became  a  fubjeA  of  popular  complaint ;  and  it 
was  at  length  determined  to  fend  thither  a 
body  of  troops.  Tl;ie  levies  for  the  fervice  of 
Ireland,  confided  of  eighteto  fegimeuts  of  in- 
fantry, and  five  of  cavalry ;  but  both  the  bf- 
VoL.  L      ♦  O  fibers 
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ficcrs  and  foldiers  were  incxpcriericJcd  in  War. 
The  chirf  coihmand  was  given  ta  the  Duic:e 
of  Schomberg,  who,  after  many  delays,  fet  fail 
on  the .  a  ift.  of  Auguft  with  kbout  tin  thoufand 
of  his  forces/and  part  ofhi«  artillery.  On 
the'  foUoWifig  day  he  tankkd  near  Bangor  in 
in  the  ccfunty  of  Down. 

Trk  garrifons  of  Bdfafl  and  Aiitrim,  re- 
tired at  his  firft  appearance,  fome  to  Lifbnrn, 
but  moft  to  Carrickfergus,  as  the  place  of 
greateft  ftrengtfa. 

ScifbMBERG  immediately  marched  againft 
Carrickfergiis ;  and  on  hia  approach  the  gar- 
rifon  parleyed  i  difiring  liberiy  to  fend  to 
James  for  fuccours,  or  for  leave  tO  furrender. 
The  demand  was  reje6ied  with  fcorn,  and  the 
iiege  was  carried  on  in  form,  "(frhile  fix  (hips 
battered  the  town  from  the  fea.  The  garrifon 
required  leave  to  mkrch  Out  with  the  honours 
of  war ;  Schomberg  however  infilled  on 
making  them  prifoners,  but  at  laft,  allowed 
them  to  mat-ch  out  with  their  arms  and  fome 
baggage^  and  to  be  condudled  to  the  next  gar* 
rifon.  Schomberg^  foldiers  murmured  at  this 
indulgence,  and  fuch  was  th^r  antipathy  to 

James^a 
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jimi^'i  men,  both  from  religious  and  politi- 
cal motives,  that  withput  regard  to  faitli  ot 
khmanity,  tljcy  fell  furiaufly  upon  the  gai:- 
iifon,  wrefted  their  arms  from  th^m,  and  were 
retrained  firaiia  ifaurder,  only  by  the  timely 
smd  vigorous  interpofition  of   tbe  generals 

'ScuombMg^s  army,  bythistimie  confidera,- 
T)ly  angmientcd  flrom'England,  advanced  tbXif. 
burn,Hillfborough,  Dromore,  and  Longhbrickr 
lajid;  From  all  thefe  places,  the  catholijcs  fled 
precipitately  with  their  cattle  and  effefU,  bur-* 
ning  all  the  towns  behitid  them.  JScbomberg' 
threatened  by  a  triumpet  to  give  tbem  no  .quar- 
ter, fiiouid  they  continue  thefe  depredations. 
The  duholics  abandoned  .lOundalk  without 
injuiing  the  town ;  and  here  the  Engliih  army 
Advanced  in  confeqiience  of  it.  Such  was  the 
Opinion  which  James's  ofiiccrs  cntehained  of 
Schomberg  and  his  army,  that  they  tefoltredto 
quit  their  *ftation  at  Dfogheda.  Tyfconnclhad 
the  botout  of  diverting  thi^m'frdm  a  refolution 
Jo  iligloneiid.  He  repiired m  the  :main  army 
it  {ytogheda  cdfififtii^  of  about  nine  thouiaaii 
inen^  <  aad  ^uvtsd  iigtm  <  of  an  nmntediate  H^ 
UfotoMMitt  pf  ti^Mnty  thoufaadtlrpq^^ 
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These     fuccours    having    arrived    fooa 
after,    it    was  therefore   rcfolved    to   main- 
tain   their    prcfent*  ftation.      The    country 
through      which    Schomberg    had    already- 
marched,    was  full   of  bogs  and  mountains, 
where  fhe  enemy's  cavalry  could  not  harrafs 
him.    That  which  now  lay  before  him  was 
plain  and  open,  where  the  fuperior  numbers 
of  James's  army  could  eafily  furround  him, 
and  cut  him  off  from  all  communication  with 
his  Ihips  and  his  northern  friends.    Several 
of  Schomberg's  raw  troops  funk   under  the 
joint  feverities  of  fatiguing  marches  and  a  ri- 
gorous feafon  ;    and  many  of  them  lay  laa- 
guifhing  on  the  roads.    In  fuch  circumftan- 
ce»>  Schomberg  thought  it  imprudent  to  ad- 
vance.    Marefchal    Rofen  immediately  drew 
his  forces  towards  Dundalk,  while  Schomberg 
fortified  his  camp  againft  any  attack  of  the 
enemy.     In   this  unwholefome  and  confined 
ilation   with  a    fcarcity    of    all    provvCone; 
Schomberg's  foldiers  foon  become  very  fickly. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  daemy  approached^. 
One  party  was  detacl\^d  to  feize  a  pais 
near  Ncwry,  fo  as  tofkll  on  the  rear  of 
the  Englifh,  but  on  the  firft  appearance  of 
ot>pofitioa  they  fuddenly  retreated.    Another 

party 
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party     of    Rofen^s   prefented    itfelf     before  , 
Schomberg's*  camp,  but  at  the  fight  of  fome  \ 
cavaby,     they    retired  to    the  main    body. 
Then  the    whole   army,    with  James  at  its 
bead,  was  drawn  out  and  difpbiyed  the  royal 
ilandard. 

Though  they  advanced  towards  Bchom- 
-berg,  yet  he  continued  to,  conceive  that  James 
had  no  intention  of  coming  to  an  engagement. 
At  laft  James  feemed  determined  to  ftorm 
his  camp.  Schomber^  now  difpatched  or- 
ders to  his  cavalry  to  return  from  a  forag- 
ing excurfion';  and  the  Englifh  infantry 
were  con\pianded  to  fland  to  their  arms. 
Schomberg's  orders  were  received  with  fuch 
joy  and  alacrity,  that  even  the  fick  and  lan- 
guid feized  their,  arms,  in  confidence  of  vic- 
tory and  were  only  folicitous  to  be  relieyed 
from  their   prefent  diftrefs.  » 

But   at  a  moment  when  a  battle  fec^m^d^ 
ineyiuble,   James   withdrew   his    fc^rceg^    to 
Ardee.    Jameses  army    afieded  great  .  veyar, 
tion  at  this  retreat,  and  as  if  the  ftornyng , 
of  Schomberg's  camp  were  an  enterprize  of 
no  danger,  they  imputed  James's  irrefolutioQ, . 
;q  a  miftaken  lenity  'and  tendernefs  for  his 
G3  Englilh 
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EngUfti  fubjefb.  The.  Englifti  on  the  other 
^and,^  with  more  reality,  fufpeAed  that  James's 
motions  were' defigBcd  only  to  coutenancc  a 
coAfpiracy/fbrmed  by  fome  difaffefled  indivi- 
duals, to  betray  the.  camp. 

The  defign  was  difcovered  on  the  cxrfu- 
ing  day;  the  principal  accomplices  were  ex- 
ecuted, and  a  nurftber  of  French  fbldiers  were 
di farmed  by  Schomberg,' and  tranfporteJ,to 
Holland'.  Sicknefs  in  '  the "  meantime  in^de. 
great  havock.  in  Schomberg's  camp  ;  while 
the  enemy,  who  lay  on  more  elevated!  ground, 
infulted  their  calamities/  But  James's  army 
were  fopn  afieded  with  fimilar  difafters,  and 
tKeir.   numbers :  were  equally/  dinunifhed. 

Whilb  Schombeirg^  was  preparing   to  re- 

tire  int©  winter  garters;  lie  was  remfbrcctf 
byfciwe-  regitneniS'  from '  England  and  Scot- 
land. Schomberg  vH  order  to  prefervc  tbefe 
troops  from  the  infedion,  refolved  to  abad- 
dotf  tilts  fatal  ftatfori,  and'  for  the  prefem 
pifch*d^  a  new  camp  l!)ey6nd  Dund^lk.  He 
ordered  th^  ficl^  on  board' the  fhips ;  but. 
tK*lb  pr<5viilg  ihhifficient  foi'  'tbe  purpofe, 
he'  provided  wagg6ns  'to  convey  the  reft  to 
Befftft'.    Not\vitKftan^ing    the    utmoff    care 


'  Sii^ce  the  R^volutiotu  ^,7 

and  afiiduity  of  Schpmber^  and  bjs  ojHi^^r^, 
numbers  di^d,  anf^  the  ro^ds  we^e  ftrewe/l 
with  their  carcafes. 

^'*  This  fcenc  of  the  fick,  the  melancholy,  the 
dcfpairing  and  dying,  was  truly'  IhockiiJg  to 
humanity ;  for  it  was  fuch  a'  one  as  exhi- 
bited a  lively  piAure  of  the  dreadful  cala- 
mities attendant  on  war;  -and 'while  the' 
brafveft  acknowledged  they  felt  for  others, 
what  they  would  fcarcely  own  they  -  fdt 
for  themfelves,  it  was  a  Icene  that  produced 
fttch  a  complication  of  horrors,  as  made  even 
heroes  tremble.  As  the  army  marched,  the 
ibldicrs  obferved  companies  that  had  not 
twelve  men  left.  In  fiiort,  out  of  15,000  per- 
fons  who  at  various  periods  entered  the 
Englilh  camp,  above  8,000  died  in  camp,  or 
afterwards  expired  of  the  difeafes  they  had 
contraAed  there 

\n  England,  themoA  fanguine  hopes  of  {ue« 
cefs  were  ep^^rtAiti^  from  the  military  reputfi- 
tion  ofSchpmbierg.  So  much  were  his  diflrefles 
cpacealed  from  them,  that  they  had  been  affiixed 
^i^  can^p  w»8  igi  a  flouiiflung  condition;  but 
vhw  mfLCfA  <4  reducing  Ireland^  t)ie  £nglifii 
k^rpe4  (ba(  Scboxpberg  was  entrenching  him-* 

felf 
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felf  againft  an  enemy  w^om  th^y  long  had 
been  taught  to  defpife;  their  pride  was  cx- 
arfperaied  \  and  all  the  faflibus  part  of  the  na- 
'  tipn  exclaimed  in  the  fevereft  terms  ^gMuft^ 
the  prince's  miaifters.  About  the  (a^^c  timf 
the  Prince,  of  Orange  forniing  a  vain  fcheme 
^0  utiite  the  DilTemers  with  th^  eft^b^lhed 
church,  difobliged  many  thereby^  and  ^n- 
creafed  the  popular  ferments.  Old  grievances 
were  now  inquired  into,  new  meafnrefl)  14- 
yeiligated,  and  the  cpij^rt  found  it&lf  t)ot  a 
little  epibarrafled  between  the  oppofit^  fafliods 
of  Whig  aad  Tory,  who,  Khopgh  perfefily 
different  in  moil  of  their  political  principles, 
jyet  both  alike  concurred  in  their  endeiiv6ur^ 
to  mortify  the  administration. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  ferments.  Walker  ar- 
rived  in  London,  with  an  addrefe  to  the  prince 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Dcrry.  He  was  re- 
ceived with  every  mark  of  cordiality,  and 
prefented  with  a  gift  of*  five  thoufand  pounils, 
for  his  intrepid  conduft  during  the  fiege  of 
Dcrry.  Walker  was  confulted  on  the  flatc  of 
;  aflairs  in  Ireland,  and  the  Engliih  being  greatly 
exafperatcU  by  the  nnfuccefsful  event  of 
Schombcrg's  expedition,  greedily  Uftened  to 

the 
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Ae  infoniiarion  iBat  Schoriiberg's  misfortunes 
originated  entirely  in  the  negled  of  one  Sbales; 
a  purveyor  to  the  artoy,  by  t^Kofe  mifconduft 
it  was  alledged  Schomterg  had  been  left  in 
want  of  artillery  horfes,  carriages,  bread,  for* 
rage  and  medicines;  In  order  to  allay  the  in- 
dignation of  the  people;  the  prince  propofed, 
that  the  commons  fhould  .  nominate  commlf- 
fioners  to  fuperinteftd  all  pre^araitidhs  neceC- 
fary  for  the  defence  6f  Ireland.  Thus  the 
public  animofity  received  a  temporary  abate- 
ment by  this  prudent  management  of  the 
prince. 

BsFORc  we  advance  fiuther  in  the  progrefs 
of  Irifti  affiurs,  it  becomes  expedient  to  recur 
to  th?  proceedings  of  the  Englifh  convention 
which  afllembled  on  the  22d*  of  January^ 
1689. 

Thr  commons,  from  the  influence  of  pre* 
font  authority,  as  well  as  from  the  prevailing 
humour  of  the  naiioot.vrere  moftly  cholen  from 
the  Whig  party,.  After  thanks  were  unaqir 
OLOufly  given  by  both  houfes  to  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  for  the  deliverance  which  he  had 
brought  them ;   a  memorable  vote  was  in  a 

few 
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few  d^ys  pa&d  by  a  great  majority  of  the 
cc^moasy  and  fent  up  tp,  the.  faou%  of  ^^ r^ 
for  their  concarreoD:.  It  was  comtaiped  iv 
^hef^  words,  "thaj  king  James  the  S^copd, 
haying  endea^voured  to  f^byei^  the  ctmllitu- 
tiqp.  qi^  tb^  kingdom  b^  brealqipg  th^  original 
ciwujaa  b^wi^t  k^D(g  aj[^d  people>  aji^  hayipg, 
byii.^he  .advice  of  Jffuiis  aad  ^h^r.  ^\j^ 
perf^s.  vi9lafed  t^e:  '&n<j^eBUl  Uws,  zvA 
\vi|hdrawn  himfeltP  p^t  of  the  kingdom,  ha$ 
ab^k)i^te4  the  gpy<^Dt|^9t,-~aad  the  thr^e  i« 
^bei^eby  vacs^m." 

This  vote,  when  carried  to  the  upper  houfe, 
met  vfit^  great  oppo£tion,  Qccafioned  by 
the  faftiona  of  Whig  and  Tory  in  x\m 
Iboufe.  The  Tories  though  generally  deter- 
mined to  oppofe  James's  return,  yet  refold 
ved  pot  to  confent  to  the  dethroning  him^ 
or  altering  the  line  of  fucceffion.  A  re- 
gei^t,  with  kingly  power,  was  the  expe- 
dient, which  they  propofed ;  aind  a  late  in- 
ftance  in  Pojtual,  feemed  to  give  fome  au^ 
thority  and  precedent  to  that  plsm  of  go- 
vernment. The  leaders  of  the  Whig  pwty  af- 
ferted,  that  a  regent  was  unknown  to  the  con- 

fiitutioD, 
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ilimtion,  except  .wltere  the  prince^  by  reafoffi. 
of  his  tender  a^,  or  ioErmities,  was  incapa-» 
hie  of  a  will ;  and  in  thai  cafe  his  wi!I  was 
fuppo(ed  to  be  involved  in  that  of  the  regent, 
smd  that,  a  nation  governed  bjr  regents  or.  pro- 
tedlors  would  in  pr,ocefs  of  time, tend'  more  to^ 
a  ipepubllc,  than  to  a  monarchy,  whofe  here- 
ditary regular  fncceffion,  as  well  as  prefent 
authority,  w^s  fixed  and  appointed  by  the 
people. 

•  Thxy  further  afllrted,  that  if  there  was  apy 
ill  iu  the  precedent  of  dethroning  one  king 
and  appointing  anotl^er/  a  iimilar  evil  would 
rcfult  from  eflfablilhing  of  a  regent.  And 
moreover  ;.  allowing  the  young  prince  to  be 
the  legitimate  heir,  he  had  been  carried  abroad. 
Inhere  he  would  be  educated  in  principles  fub- 
verfive  of  the  conftitution  and  eftablilhed  reli- 
gion; and  probably  he  would  leave  a  fon, 
liable  to  the  fame  infuperable  objedlion.  But  if 
the  whole  line,  were  cut  off  by  law,  the  people 
would  in  time  forget,  or  totally  negled  their 
f  kirn ;  an  advantage  which  could  not  .be 
hoped  for,  while  the  adminiftration  was  con- 
dueled*  in  their  name,  and  while  they  wera 
dill  acknowledged  \o  poflTefs  the  legal  title. . 
''  '  "    '  This 
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This  queftion  was  agitated  with  great  zeal  bjr* 
the  oppofite  parties  in   the   houfe  of  peers/ 
The  queftion  for  a  king  was  at  length  carried 
by  two  voices  only^  fifty -one,  againft  forty-nine. 
All  the  prelates  except  two,  the.biftiops  of 
London  and  Briftol,  voted  for  a  regent. 

The  houfe  of  peers  next  examined  by  piece- 
meal the  vote,  fent  up  to  them  by  the  com- 
mons. They  firft  debated,  "  Whether  theic 
was  an  original  contrafl  between  the  king  and 
the  people,"  and  the  affirmation  was  carried 
by  53  voices,  againft  46.  The  next  queftion 
was.  "  Whether  king  James  had  broke  that 
original  contrail  ?"  and  after  fome  trifling  op- 
pofuivin  the  affirmative  prevailed.  The  houfe 
next  proceeded  to  take  into  ^onfideration  the 
word  abdicated  \  and  it  was  carried  \\izx.  de- 
ferted  was  better.  The  concluding  queftion. 
"  Whether  King  James  having  brok<:  the  ori- 
ginal contraft,  and  de/eried  the  government, 
the  throng*  was  thereby  v  acant  ?" 

'  This  queftion  caufed  in  the  difcuflion  of  it 
much  more  heat  and  contention  tbain  any  of 
the  former  ;  but  upon  a  divilion,  the  Tories 
fucceeded  by  a  majority    of   eleven  voices 
whereby  the  laft  article  with  rcfpeft  to  the 

vacancy 
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vacancy  of  the  throne  wj^s  rejcdled.  The 
vote  was  then  returned  to  the  commons  with 
thefe  amendments. 

The  commons  infided  on  their  vote,  and 
alfigned  reafons  why  the  lord's  ihould  retraft 
their  amendments.'  The  lords  were  not  con^ 
vincedj  and  in  order  to  fettle  this  important 
queftion^  it  was  deemed  neceflary  that  a  free 
conference  between  the  houfes  ihould  take 
place. 

NxvER  was  a  national  debate  furely  of 
greater  moment,  or  conduced  by  more  able 
fenators,  yet  their  debates  were  fo  extremely 
frivolous  that  they  more  refepibled  the  verbal 
difputations  of  the  fchools,  than  the  folid  rea- 
fbnings  of  legiilators  and  ftatefmen.  However, 
in  public  tranfadions  of  fuch  importance, 
the  real  motives  of  any  meafure,  are  rarely 
avowed. 

Thi  Whigs,  now  the  reigning  party,  united 
with  the  Tories,  in  order  to  accomplifli  the 
revolution,  therefore  the  Whigs  did  not  infift 
that  the  crown  Ihould  be  declared  forfeited, 

left 
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kft  that  tcfm' might  rfffcnd  Iheir  netr  allies  the 
Tories,  Whereforc  they  artfully  confounded 
together  the  king's  abufe  of  power  and  hM 
defertion  pf  the  kingdom,  and  they  deuomi* 
nated  the  \?hole  an  abdication  ;  as  if  James  had 
given  a  virttfal,  though  not  a  -verbal  tronfimt 
to  his  dethronemeiit.  The  Tories  obferVing 
this  obvious  impropriety,  tthe'effeft  6fthe 
prudent  corapaifance  of  the  Wlrigs,  iafifted  on 
the  word  defertim,  as  much  more  applicabte 
and  fignificant.  The  Whigs  retorted  on  them, 
that  notwithftandlngthatexpreflion  might  with 
more  juftice  be  applied  to  James's  withdraw- 
ing hinrfclf  from  the  kitigdom,  yet  it^could 
jK>t  with  any  propriety  be  applied  to  his  rio- 
lation  of  the'fttrtdanlental  laws.  And  thus 'both 
pardes,*whilft  they  from  pradentiai  or  political 
eoniiderations  warped  their  principles,  thus 
loft  the  praife  and  merit  of  eoqfifteiacy  acrd  tint- 
formity ;  the  managers  for  the  lords  neitt 
maintained,  that  admitting  the  king's  abufe  of 
power  to  be  tantamount  to  an  abdication,  it 
could  operate  no  otherwife  than  his  voluntary 
reQgnution  or  natural  death,  could  do. 
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They  iafifted  that  it  was  a  maxim  in  the 
EnglUh  law,  that  the  throne  was  never  vacant^ 
but  on  the  deceafe  of  one  king  was  infiantly 
filled  by  his  immediate  heir,  who  was  entitled 
to  all  the  authority  of  his  predecefTor.  And 
tliat  however  young  the  fucccffor,  or  unfit  to 
rule,  however  unfortunate  in  (ituation,  though 
be  were  even  a  captive  in  the  hands  of  his  ene** 
lilies;  yet  no  juft  reafon  could  be  afligned, 
why,  without  any  fault  of  his  own,  he  fiiould 
be  deprived  of  a  throne,  to  which,  by  birth, 
he  was  To  fully  entitled. 

The  managers  t)f  the  commons  might  have 
oppofed  thefe  argumems  by  many  fpecious 
and  folid  reafonings ;  they  might  have  (aid, 
that  though  on  the  natural  death  of  one  king, 
whofe  government  had  been  agreeable  lo  the 
laws,  many  inconveniencies  would  be  endured 
rather  than  exclude  his  lineal  heir ;  yet  the 
cafe  was  different,  when  the  people  bad  been 
obliged  to  revolt,  and  dethrone  a  king  whofe 
illegal  and  arbitrary  condudk,  in  every  in- 
ilancc  violated  the  conflitution.  That  in  fudi 
revolutions,  the  government  reverted  to  its  firft 
principles,  and  the  people  of  courfe  were 

conftrainedt 
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conflcained  to  refort  to  their  original  riglit, 
&c.  of  providing  for  the  public  weal  ; 
though  by  meaus^  which,  on  other  occafions 
might  be  confidered  irregular  and  vio- 
Icnt,  That  the  great  fecurity  for  allegiance 
was  merely  opinion,  and  that  a  fy  ftem  of  fettle-* 
mcnt  Ihould  be  preferred  to  w^hich  it  was  mod 
likely  the  nation  would  acquiefce  and  perfc- 
Vere  in.  That  James  had  withdrawn  from  the 
kingdom  and  conveyed  bis  fon  abroad,  and  by 
fuch  condufl  hadi  involved  his  fubjeds  in 
fuch  confufion,anddifficuUies  that  the  inierefls 
of  his  family  ought  to  be  facrificed  to  the  pub- 
lic fettlement  and  trapquiflity. 

However  reafonable  and  plaufible  thefe 
arguments  appear,  yet  Hume  fays  thcjr 
were  not  advanced  by  the  managers  of  the 
Whig-party,  both  becaufe  they  might  imply 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  infant  prince's 
legitimacy,  which  it  was  refolved  to  keej^ 
in  doubt  and  obfcurity,  and  alfo  to  dire£k 
a  condemnation  of  Tory  principles.  ,The 
Whig  managers  were  contented  to  fupport 
the  vote  of  the  commons  by  artful  cva*^ 
iions,  and  both  parties  at  laft  parted  with« 
ou.t  coming  to  any  kind  of  compromife.    But 
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at  iengtH  the  perfcverance  of  the  commonid 
conftratned  the  lords  to  compljr;  ahd  thus 
the  Yote  of  the  feommcms  without  any  altera^ 
tioD,  pafled  the  houfe  of  peers  by  a  fmall 
majority,  ted  received  the  {anAion  of  evexy 
branch  of  the  legiCatuire  which  then  fub* 
filled.  During  all  thefe  tranfa^iions,  the 
Prince  of  Orange  prefcrved  a  total  filence; 
as  if  he  had  been  in  no  way  concerned  id 
them«    ' 

This  conduct  might  be  deemed  laudable 
and  highly  meritorious,  but  it  was  the  Princess 
mis&rtune,  through  the  whole  courlh  of  his 
life,  and  on  eveiry  occafion^  tb  be  ren^arkable 
for  a  cold,  dry,  and  diftant  addrefs,  which  he 
could  icarceiy  diveft  himfetf  of,  or  in  any  degfee 
fofien  or  familiarize,  even  where  his  oWn  im«- 
mediate  intereft  was  at  ftake.  At  length  the 
prince  cendefcended  to  ezprefs  his  fentiments; 
though  in  a  private  manner,  on  the  prefeiit 
»  ficuation  of  affairs^ 

H^viHo  called  togctlicr  i  few  of  his  friends^ 

lie  told  them  ht  heatd  feveral  fchemes  pro- 

^   poMi  for  fettling  the  government^  thatfome 

Voim  L  H  infifted 
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infiftcd  on  a  regent,  and  that  others  wiftied  to 
confer  the  crown  on  the  Princefs  Mary  alone, 
wherefore,  if  they  chofe  either  of  thefc  plans 
offettlement,  he  declared,  it  would  be  entirely 
out  of  his  power  to  afiift  them  in  carrjring  it 
into  efied  ;  he  ftated  that  his  concerns  abroad 
were  of  too  much  moment  to  be  relinquifhed 
for  fo  precarious  a  dignity ;  and  that  at  prefeiit 
he  had  not  as  much  leifure  a9  would  be  necef- 
fary  to  arange  their  disjointed  government.  He 
informed  them,  that  having  fully  accompli(hed 
the  end  of  his  coming  amongft  them,  by  re- 
ftoring  their  liberty,  it  now  belonged  to  the 
parliament  to  concert  fuch  meafures  as  they 
would  deem    moft  requifue  for  the  public 
fettlement;    for  his  part  he  would  by  no 
means  interpofe  in  their  determinations. 

It  being  now  evident  that  nothing  lefs  than 
the  crown  would  latisfy  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
the  PrinceCi  Mary  herfelf  feconded  his  views, 
and  facriiiced  every  confideration  to  conjugal 
fidelity  and  attachment,  though  it  mull  oe 
admitted  fhe  was  more  obfequious  on  this  oc- 
cafion^  than  the  generality  of  her  fex  would 
have  been,  confidering  her  hufband  was  a 

man 
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inan  of  fo  unfocial  and  linamiable  a  dir|>oni 
tion.  The  Princefs  Anne  alfo  concurred  in 
the  plan,  and  on  the  proniife  of  an  ample  re- 
venue, was*  fatisfied  to  lie  poftpdned  ini  the' 
fuccellioh  of  the  throne* 

All  parties  being  now  agreed,  the  coii* 
Vemion  pafTed  a  bill,  whereby  thdjr  fettled  thS 
6r6^^  on  the  Prince  ind  Princefe  of  Orange ; 
the  fole  adminiftratioh  to  remain  in  th6 
prince;  the  Piincefs  Anne  to  fucceed  next, 
after  the  t^rince  and  Princefs  of  Orange; 
Anne*s  polterity  after  thofe  of  the  Princefs  of 
Orange,  but  before  thofe  of  the  prince  by  any 
other  wife.  To  tliis  bill  the  convention  an- 
nexed a  declaration  of  rights,  where  all  points 
which  of  late  had  been  difputed  between 
king  and  people  weJre  finally  determined ;  and 
the  royal  prerogative  moire  limited  and  more 
accurately  defined  than  in  any  former  period 
of  the  ISnglifli  monarchy.  We  have  already 
ftated,  that  tlie  popular  ferments  in  £heland, 
on  account  of  Schomberg's  ill  fuccefs  in 
Ireland  hkd  Been  fomewhat  abated  by  the 
prudence  of  comhiitting  the  care  of  Ireland 
M  the  parliament:  Notwithftanding  the 
1A  a  pi6)f\i 
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people  foon  remonft rated  with  double  vio- 
lence againft  the  mifcarriages  in  Ireland ;  and 
refolved  that  King  William  (hould  be  addref- 
ied  to  take  thefe  into  his  confideration,  and  ta 
find  out  the  authors  of  them.  At  this  time 
William  was  confideraby  thwarted  in  money 
matters  by  the  parliament,  and  he  w^is  evea 
mortfied,  fo  far  as  to  have  a  committee  ap* 
pointed,  to  examine  into  the  management 
of  his  private  finances. 

William  had  alfo  his  troubles  on  the 
Princefs  Anne's  account.  As  fhe  had  poft* 
poned  her  pretenfions  to  the  crown  in  Wil- 
liam's favour,  fhe  conceived  from  fuch  a  fa- 
crifice  much  was  due  to  her  ;  and  having  as 
yet  no  fettled  revenue  allowed  her,  Ihe  made 
frequent  complaints  on  that  head.  She  had  a 
llrong  party  in  the  commons,  who  at  laft  ad- 
dreflfed  William  to  fettle  50,0001.  a  year  upoi^ 
her,  out  of  a  revenue  which  was  hardly  ad- 
dequate  to  .  anfwer  his  own  purpofes,  and 
which  was  only  granted  him  from  year  to 
year,  by  the  mere  bounty  of  the  people. 
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At   length   William,  diftradied'  J:)et^e6)r 
Whigs  and^  Tories,  nprai  fome  j^eceiit  sudhttsL" 
ces,  refolved  to  clofewith  the  latter  and  w 
nndanzke  the  war  of  Ireland  in  perfoii  {  to 
this  refolution  he  added^  a  defign  of  leaving 
the  queen  as  regent,  to    manage  pani^^  by 
herfelf,    in*  the    bcft    manner  ihe    e(B«ld. 
There  were  forae  vrho  wiihed  to  difa^point 
William  in  kid  determinatians,  but  he  fv^f- 
trsted  their  designs  by  difTalving  the  pariid^' 
ment,  and  adapting  every  means  to  coordllate' 
the  afieAions  of  his  new  friends  the  Tories ; 
and  of  difgracing   the  Whigs,  of  whom,  al- 
thbugh  they  tad  raifed  him  to  the  throne,  he 
now  began  to  be  beyond  meafure  fearful  and 
jealous.      In  the  mean  time,  William  fent 
cloaths,  arms  and  ammunition  to  his  troops  in 
Ireland ;   and  7000  well  appointed  auxiliaries 
from  Denmark,  landed  at  Belfall,  under  the. 
command  of  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg. 

A  D  168  Schomberg's  troopshavingre- 
covered  fome  degree  of  their 
former  vigour,  were  employed  in  furniftiing 
the  frontier  garrifons  with  (lores ;  nor  was 
James  lefs  affidnous  in  forming  magazines, 
»nd  preparing  for  the  caippaign.  James  it 
H  3  was 
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va$  laid,  had  &rmerly  ezprdTed  a  refoluUoA 
of  confidmg  to  his  own  troops  for  fuccefs,  but 
he  now  accepted  of  five  thoufand  French 
troops^  for  an  equal  number  of  Iriih  tranf- 
ported  to  France,  a  meafure  however,  that  was 
not  attended  with  the  advantage  tb»t  h^d  been 
expeQed;  for  James's  new  auxiliaries  were 
not  only  extremely  ^efradlory,  but  would  not 
acknowledge  any  other  fuperior  thantheii' 
own  commander :  who  attending  only  to  the 
the  intereft  of  his  troops,  coniidered  himfelf 
in  an  enemies  country,  and  lived  %i  free  qvar* 
ters. 


C    «    A.  P^       lU. 
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CHAP,     ^'iir. 

James's  difafpointment  by  the  Jofs   of  his  lajl 
Frigate  and  tJk  Fort  of  Charlemont  i'^WiU 
liatn  prepares  for  his  Expedition  to  Ireland-^ 
a  Canjpiracy  againji  him  defeated — Arrives  in 
Ireland. — Battle  of  the  Boyne.'—Duke  Schom^ 
berg    killed.— Jameses    arrival  at  Dublin. — 
He    embarks  for     France^—feveral     Forts 
furrender    to  William. — Siege  of  Limerick. — 
Willkm  embarks  for  England. — Earlof  Marl- 
borough arrives  m  Ireland. — Cork  Jurrenders. 
— Kin/ale  reduced-^reat  Difirders  in  Ireland 
Reduction  of  Athlone^-r^Battle  of  Jughrimy— 
Siege  of  Limerick. — Capitulation  of  Limerick. 

A  D  1600  A  Trivial  incidcBt  fervcd  to 
jLJL  increafe  the  monificatioa 
of  James.  The  only  frigate  he  now  retained 
of  the  royal  fleet,  lay  in  the  bay  of  Dublin 
ready  to  convey  to  France  fome  fmall  veflels 
laden  with  various  goods,  for  which  he  had 
obtruded  his  bafe  coin  on  the  proprietors. 
But  Sir  Cloudefly  Shovel,  who  failed  from 
Belfaft  with  a  few  (hips,  after  fome  refifiance 
t9ok  the  frigiite,  with  the  whole  cOnvoy.    But 

Jam^s 
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James,  however  mortified  by  this  incidcDfi 
was  ftill  more  fenfibly  aflfe6led  by  the  lofs  of 
pbarlemont.  Thi$  fort  was  confidered  fo 
firong^  and  fo  well  provided,  that  Schomberg, 
in  his  progrefs  had  not  ventured  to  attack  it. 
To  harrafs  and  diftrefs  the  garrifon,  Caille- 
mote,  a  brave  French  officer  in  William's  fer- 
vicc,  tad  been  pofted  on  the  banks  of  the 
Black-water  with  a  copfiderable  force,  in  the 
ipring. 

As  the  feafon  advanced,  Gharlemont  was 
more  clofely  iavefted,  and  the  governor  fum- 
mone4  to  finrender;  which  O'Rcgan,  it$ 
governor^  refufed  to  comply  with ;  but  the 
garrifbn  having  fuffered  iotolerable  diflrefs, 
he  a^  laft  propofed  terms  of  capitulation, 
and  was  allowed  to  march  out  with  all^ 
the  honours  of  war.  During  thefe  trans- 
actions fereral  new  regiments  of  Englifli  and 
Dutch  arrived  in  XJlfter ;  and  the  army  wa* 
-every  day  epcouraged  with  affurances,  that 
William  would  foon  join  them.  A$  foon  as 
William  made  his  refbhition  of  vifitiDg  Ire- 
land known,  a  dangerous  confpiracy  wa( 
jormed  in  England  by  certain  difcontenud 

perfons^ 
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per(aiis^  which  was  to  be  put  in  exci^utipn 
during  WilUam^s  abfence  in  Irelahd*  in  order 
to  bring  England  once  more  under  tbe  do- 
minioa  of  James.  But  luckily  the  plot  was 
difoovered  and  completely  fruftrated. 

A  n  ,ic^    At   length    on  the    14th  of 

A.  II.  I^90«       ,  -        ,  ^         ,,,.1 

June  m  the  year  1690,  Wn- 
liam  landed  at  Carrickfergus  amidft  the  ac- 
clamations of  the  inhabitapis.  He  was  at- 
tended by  Prince  George  of  Denmark,  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  and  feveral  othei  perfons 
of  diftinAion.  William,  determined  on  a 
vigorous  profecution  of  the  war,  advanced  to 
liibttnij  'and  Hililborough,  where  he  com- 
menced the  firft  exercife  of  bis  civil  authority; 
by  an  ad  highly  acceptable  to  the  Diflenters 
of  Dlfter.  William  iflued  a  warrant,  granting 
the  dii&ating  clergymen  of  the  North,  who 
had  aded  with  fo  much,  zeal  in  his  .caufe,  an 
annual  penfion  0/  twelve  hundred  ppunds. 

William's  whole  force  aflembled  at  Lough- 
brickland,  from  their  different  cpiarters,  where 
thgr  were  joined  by  him  and  his  /uife.  His 
frmy  confiftipg  of  thirty  fix  t^oufand  men, 
!^ell  apppiated,  now  advanced  fouthward,  to 

decid? 
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decide  the  fate  of  Ireland,  while  the  fleet 
coafted  flowly  in  view,  to  provide  them  with 
neceflaries. 

In  the  mean  time,  feventy-eight  French 
(hips,  in  confequence  of  an  agreement  with 
the  Engliih  malecontents  before-mentioned, 
appeared  off  the  Englifh  coaft,  and  although 
the  plot  had  been  already  difcovered,  yet  thefe 
ihi|>8  created  fuch  an  alarm,  that  the  EngliOi 
and  Dutch  fleets,  ventured  to  meet  them  and 
givq  them  battle. 

Thx  fleet  met,  and  a  great  and  formidable 
^gagement  took  place,  off  Beachy-head,  in 
which  a  great  number  of  Dutch  fhipt  were 
burned,  ihattered  and  defiroyed ;  and  the 
Snglifli  fleet  was  defeated,  and  purfued  by 
the  French,  as  far  as  Rye  Bay,  where  they 
flopped  to  try  what  effe&  the  viAo^ry  would 
have  on  James's  friends  in  England. 

William  not  hearing  of  this  defeat,  how- 
eter  well  informed  he  was  that  the  French 
had  a  naval  power  hovering  on  the  Engliih 
coafta,  kept  all  his  troops  in  a  body,  and 
qarched  on  through  the  courfe  which  Schom- 

berg 
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berg  had  puifucd  before  him,  fully  refolvcd, 
while  things  were  at  fuch  a  criiis  both  by  fea 
and  land  to  ftrike  fome  decifive  blow. 

When  James  received  the  news  of  Wil- 
Uam's  arrival  he  committed  the  guard  of 
Dublin  to.  a  miliiia  under  the  command  of 
Luttrel  the  governor^  and  marched  with  fix 
tboufand  French  infi^ntry  to  join  the  main- 
body  of  his  army,  which  now  were  Rationed 
nearDrogheda  on  the  bank  of  the  river  Boyne. 
James's  army  confided  of  about  thirty  threrf 
thoufand  men.  His  council  of  officers  advjfed 
him  not  to  xiik  an  adion  ag^infl  fupepor 
forces,  hut  to  maintain  ^  deftnfiye  war,  until, 
aroong^  other  rcafons  pfiered,  the  difconfents 
in  England  fhould  begin  to  operate  more  ef- 
fectually in  his  favour.  However  James  ac- 
tuated by  his  ufual  infatuation  contended  for 
vigorous  meafurcs,  aod  expreflfed  his  fatif- 
fadion  that  he  had  at  laft  an  opportunity  of 
one  fair  battle  for  the  crown-  Yet  with  an 
ominous  precaution,  he  difpatched  Sir  Patrick 
Trant  one  of  his  commiffioners  of  revenue  to 
Waterford,  to  prepare  a  ftiip  to  convey  him 
tg  France  in  cafe  of  any  difafter. 

On 
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Ok  Ae  laft  of  June,  at  the  firft  dawn  of 
Day,  William's  army  advanced  towards  the 
Boyne  in  three  columns,  he  himfelf  marching 
at  the  head  of  his  advanced  guard,  which 
foon  appeared  within  a  few  miles  of  Drogheda. 
Here  William  from  the  fummit  of  an  hilt 
took  a  view  of  the  enemy.  James's  forces  had 
Drogheda  on  their  right,  a  morafs  difficult  to 
be  paffed  on  the  left ;  in  their  front  the  fords 
of  the  Boyne,  deep  and  dangerous,  with  rug- 
ged banks,  defended  by  fome  brcaft  works, 
behind  which  lay  rows  of  hedges,  and  above 
them  feveral  fmall  hills.  On  their  rear  at 
fome  diftancc  lay  the  village  of  Dunmore; 
three  miles  farther  was  the  village  and  pafs 
of  Duleek,  which  in  cafe  of  a  defeat .  would 
coniiderably  favour  James's  army, 

HiRK  James  called  a  council  of  war  to 
determine  on  the  fum  of  things,  fome  of  the 
more  cautious  of  his  Iiifh  officers  advifed 
James  to  let  h^  army  fall  back  and  retire 
behind  the  Shannon  ;  they  urged  that  to  re- 
tire was  no  difgrace,  when  the  retyeat  would 
eventually  lead  to  viftoryr  And  as  the 
^hances  of  war  were  fcarccly  eve?  fp  equal  as 

ta 
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to  render  it  alike  advantageous  for  two  op- 
pofing  generals  to  engage  at  one  time,  where- 
fore the  fame  motives  which  impelled  Wil- 
liam to  feek  an  engagement,  fliould  for  the 
famereafon  point  out  to  James  that  he  ought 
as   much  as  pofiible  avoid  coming  to  one. 
They  obferved  alfo,  that  at  prefent  William^s 
army  was  ftrong  in  numbers  and  his  own 
weak,  whereas,  if  James  had  patience,  the  con- 
trary would  prefently  become  the  cafe;  for 
William's    ftrength    would*   foon    moulder 
away,  as  Schomberg^s  army  had  done,  while 
luB  own  forces  being  ufed  to  the  air  and  cli<- 
mate,  would  not  be  expofed  ta  fjiich  diminuti- 
on from  difeafes. 

It  was  by  this  time  known,  that  James's 
allies  the  French,  were  mafters  of  the  fea,  and 
that  more  forces  were  on  their  way  to  join 
him  from  abroad,  and  more  might  alfo  be 
raifed  at  home  if  he  pleafed ;  while  his  ene- 
mies could  not  poflibly  get  an  encreafe  from 
either.  That  in  retreating  to  the  interior  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  he  could  draw  provifions 
wherever  he  went,  from  the  garrifons  around 
and  behind.  But  by  advancing  into  thofe 
parts»  William  would  lofe  the  fupplies  from 

his 
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bis  fleet,  and  would  not  eafily  procure  any 
other  m  an  hollile  land.     Even  without  ba« 
zarding  a  battle  at  all,  the  war  might  be  ter- 
minated^ for  if  the  French  iieet  ihould  deftroy 
the  fhips  which  attended  William,  and  block 
up  the  channel  between  England  and  Ireland 
his  army  would  fall,  and  fall  almoft  with- 
out a  blow. '  On  the    other  hand  the  im- 
patient fpirits  in  James's  army  urged,  that  to 
fly  was  to  be  conquered  in  effeA*     That  td 
abandon  his  capital  was  to  give  up  the  icings 
dom,  that  his  fubjedis  'would   be  animated 
when  they  beheld  their   fovefeign  in  armj 
difputingthe  field,  but  would  follow  him  with 
fcom  if  he  fled ;  and  finally,  that  it  became 
his  name  and  reputation  in  arms  to  fet  all 
upon  the  fifft  gfeat  call,   iVhich  oflcred  itfelf, 
and  which  would  moft  likely  turn  up  in  his 
favour,  fince  the  confcience  of  the  ufurpcr, 
together    with  the    fears   and  cordpun£iiod 
which  James's  prefcnce  would  naturally  ex-* 
cltCi  *  would  operate  in  his  favouf ,  illd  effee- 
tuaUy  contribute  to  William's  defeat. 

No'ThinO  could  be  more  abfiird  than  tlitf 
whole  mode  of  reafoniog  adopted  by  thofe 

trbtf 


Since  tie  Revolutum»  ill 

who  were  anxious  for  the  battle ;  but  as  tbofe 

arguments  are  commonly    moft   adapted  to 

^    perfoade,  which  are  addreflfed  to  the  paffions> 

I      and  vanities  of  men.  To  thefe  prevailed  with 

j     James,  who  entertained  an  high  notio  x  of  the 

I      facred  majefty  of  hereditary  monarchy ;  and 

he  doubted  not  but  his  prefence  would  awe 

his  Englifh  fubjedb  in  this  country,  totally 

forgetting   with    what    mortifying  contempt 

fome  of  thefe  very  fubje£b  had  treated  him, 

when  in  England. 

In  the  mean  while,  an  event  took  placCj 
whi^h  had  nearly  obtained  a  bloodlefs  vidory 
for  James.  When  William's  army  had  en- . 
camped  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Boyne,  he, 
being  anxious  to  inform  himfelf  fully  of 
the  enemies  fituation,  advanced  with  fome 
officers,  within  mulket  fhot  of  a  ford  oppofite 
the  village  of  old-bridge :  here,  having  recon- 
noitered  the  enemy,  he  fat  down  on  the 
ground,  to  take  notes  of  what  he  had  obfer« 
ved. 

NsiTHKR  the  motions  of  William  nor  of  his 
j       army  were  unobferved  by  James's  troops.. 
I  Berwick, 
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Berwick,    Tyrconnel,   Sarsficld,    and     feme 
others,  rode  ilowly  along  the  oppofite  banks, 
and  difcovered  William's  prefent  fituation. 
A  party  of  about  forty  horfe  were  immediately 
font  by  them  into  a  plowed  field,  oppofite 
where  William  fat*     In  their  centre  they  con* 
icealed  two  field  pieces,  which  they  planted, 
unnoticed^    under  cover  of  a     hedge    and 
marched  on.    As  foon  as  William  mounted 
bis  horfe,   the  cannon,   were  difcharged,   by 
which  one  of  his  followers  was  killed  and  two 
horfes  at  a  fmall  diilance  from  William  him** 
felf.      Another  fliot  inftantly  followed,  and 
the  ball  grazed  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
thience  arofe,  and  flaming  on  William's  right 
Ihonlder,  wounded  him  flightly.    His  attend* 
ants  crowded  aroupd  him  in  great  confufion. 
A  fhout  of  exultation  rung  through  James's 
camp,  that  Orange  was  no  more.     The  news 
was  conveyed  rapidly  to  Dublin  and  thence  td. 
Pkris,   where  it  was  received  by  Lewis  with 
the  utmoft  tranfports  of  joy,  as  he  was  Wil-* 
Ham's  mod  inveterate  enemy«     But  William 
bavifig  got  the  wound  dre(Ied,  immediately 
mounted  his  horfe  again.  He  rode  through  his 
camp  to  ihew  himfdf,    as  well  as  to  en- 
tourage and  animate  his  foldiers« 

WtLLIAM 
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WitiiAM,  concluding  fron^  the  news  h^ 
daily  received,  that  there  v^^i  an  abfolute  hc-I 
ccffity  for  fighting,  and  James  having  removed 
feme  of  his  artillery,  caufed  him  to  apprehend 
that  a  retreit  was  meditated  By  the  enemy  f 
Mrherefbre,  William,  in  an  afleiiibly  of  his  offi- 
ders,  d^clafed  his  detbrmidation  to  pafs  the 
Boyne  next  morning  in  front  df  the  enemy,- 
ah  enterprize  whidh  many  of  his  principal 
officers,  and  Schonfcerg  in  paWculat,  at- 
tdmptcfd  in  vain  to  diiTuade  hini  from.  Wil-' 
liam  on  this  ocolfion  a£ied  with  a  laudable  de- 
gree of  propriety }  for  there  are  times,  when 
i  man's  judgment,  bein^  fillip  cdnvincfed  of 
the  mode  of  adion  he  ought  to  purfue,  that  it 
would  be  weaknefs  to  be  diverted  from  it: 
fuch  now  was  William's  cafe. 

Thus  determined,  William  iictt  morning- 
at  dawn,  ordered  the  river  to  be  eroded  in  dif- 
ferent places ;  which  was  etfefted  without 
much  oppofition.  Then  advancing  they  found 
the  enemy  di^wn  tip  in  two  lines,  ib  fotm- 
idg  William's  forces,  the  jbotfe  and  foot  wefe 
mixed,  Iquadron  with  Battalion,  but  oh  the 
atrival  of  frefli  infantry^  they  changed  their 
YoiaL  I  poiitioii 
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j^qfitioa,  aqd  by  drawing  tl;e  horfe  t6  the  rtght^ 
tliey  con&der^bly  by  t^is  qie^ns  out-fiwl^d  the 
taemy.  But  they  wete  obliged  to  force  their 
w^y  through  fields  inclqfed  ^ith  deep  ditches^ 
extremely  difficult  to  be  crofled^  efpec^lly  by 
the  horie»  as  they  were  obliged^  io.  the  Ikce  of 
the  epemy  to  ac^va(i^e  in  order.  When  WUt 
liam's  troops  had  furmounted  thefe  obftacles^ 
beyond  them  lay  a  morafs  (till  more  emhar- 
ra^ng.  HQwev^r>  the  tbnemy  plunged  iiii^ 
vrhilf  the  horf^  found  4  firm  pafT^e  to  the 
jijfhtt  through  which  th^y  forced  th*ir  ws^y. 

'f HJt  ^emy,  Mlwilhcd  at  their  lAtrcpidity, 
fled  inftaptly  towards  Pul^k  a^d  were  pns.- 
fued  and  co^^derably  h^rra&d  by  Count 
Schomberg  the  duhe's  fon*  9iit  James*s  left . 
wing  being  reinforced  from  his  centre,  Scbom^ 
berg  was  prefled  haid  md  obliged  r«  retreat; 

Jm  the  mean  time,  Willialn's  main  bpdy  coq- 
fifthig  of  the  Dutch  guards,  fome  EnglUh 
battalions  and  fome  regiments  of  French 
Hugonots,  pafied  the  river,  which  rof<;  to 
their  waifts«  Many  of  the  battalions  formed 
thcm&lves  without  any  material  oppofition  ; 

Intt 
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But  before  the  reft  coutd  qo.me  up  to  their  filp-* 
port ;  general  Haraihon  dt  the  head  of  JamesV 
horfe,  chsirged  them  fo  furioufly  that  th/cjr 
^efe  throwij  into  immediate  diforder.  "'t'he 
t)utch  and  French  hiigongts  wcte  inft^tly 
brotcti,  and  on  the  point  of  betaking  them- 
felves  to  fliglit  ;  the  Danifli  troops  plunged  in- 
to the  riveir,  whither  they  wete  purfued  by 
Hamihon'^s  dcagoons.  Duke  Schomberg  who 
waited.to  fupport  his  fKends  on  dny .  danger- 
ous cmergenpy,  now  plunged  through  the 
river  and  pkced  hlmlelf  at  the  head  of  the 
hugonot  forces ;  wh6  at  thit  moment,  wfere  de-. 
prived  of  their  bfave  Iclder  Cailtemotte,  but 
Hamilton's  horfe  on  theit  return  from  th^ 
puriuit  of  the  Danes,  wounded  Schomberg  and 
took  him  pri(aner,  jind  wlete  hurr jring  him  away 
when  he  was  killed  by  a  ftiot  from  his  own 
tacn.  At  the  fame  time  Walker,  the  famous 
defender  of  Derry^  imtiteUed  by  a  paffion  for 
military  glory,  qiore  becoming  a  loldief  tbaii' 
an  eccleliaflic,  attended  the  battle  of  thefioytie, 
and  received  a  wouind  of  ^hkh.he  inftintly 
«s(pired^ 

,    I  ;i  WiU* 


z  1  <       'A  View  of  Irijb  Affairs 

Whkn  William  heard  of  Walker'*  death  he 
pcirtincmly  exclaimed,  «  fool,  what  had  he  to 
do  there  ?"  A  fhrewd  remark,  which  exprefled 
at  once  the  penetration  of  William,  and 
firongly  pointed  out  the  impropriety  of  m^'s 
feeking  for  fame,  in  ilations  where  it  is  not 
allotted  for  them. 

In  this  quarter,  all  went  in  favour  of  James's 
troops^  who  were  now  preparing  to  charge 
William's  centre,  and  finifli  the  battle  by  one 
vigorous  efibrt.  But  at  this  inflant  William 
himfelf  who  had  palled  the  Boyne  with  his 
left  wing,  appeared  ready  to  attack  them  in 
flank,  which  unexpeded  danger  threw  the 
yi£lors  into  a  conftemation,  that  ipreading 
from  man  to  man>  entirely  difpirited  a  people 
too  foon  elated  and  as  fogfn  deprefled ;  and  oc- 
cafioned  them  to  retire  to  Dunmore»  where 
they  once  more  made  fuch  a  fland,  as  baffled 
their  purfuevs,  and  even  forced  the  Englifh 
cavalry,  witji  William  at  their  head,  to  reooiL . 

The  Ennifkilleners,  whofe  courage  was  fo 
much  boafted  of,  were  forced  to  give  way,  and 
nothing  but  frefh  ftlccours  prevented  a  gene» 

ral 
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rd  routi  ner  had  even  thefe  faved  them, 
other  wife  than  by  covenng  their  retreat,  but 
that  th^  brave  Hamilton  again  charging  the 
enemy  with  too  great  impetuofity,  but  too  lit- 
tle caution,  was  wounded  in  the  arms  of  victory 
made  prifoner  by  the  Englifh  and  immediate 
ly  conveyed  to  William.  The  reputation  of 
Hamilton  was  fo  great  that  his  lofs  turned  the 
fortune  of  the  day  ;  while  James's  army  was 
routed  and  fled  by  the  pafsof  Duleek.  James's 
\ok  in  this  a£lion  is  computed  at  fifteen  hun- 
dred men  and  the  Englifh  lofi  about  five  hun- 
dred who  fell  in  the'  field.  After  this  defeat, 
James  feemed  to  have  loft  all  fpirit  and  all 
conduA.  Though  he  might  have  found  means 
eafily  to  have  repaired  his  lofs  and  ftill  kept 
the  field  in  a  country  entirely  devoted  tp 
him,  yet  he  thought  of  nothing  but  retiring. 
He  went  firft  to  Dublin,  and  next  to  Water- 
ford  and  on  his  way,  broke  down  all  the 
bridges  behind  him,  and  prepared  to  «mbark 
for  France,  In  his  flight  he  received  letters 
that  rendered  his  defign  more  plaufible,  but 
he  had  formed  his  refolutions  before  thefe 
difpatches  arrived.  Thefe  letters  informed 
James  that  Lewis  had  obtwied  a  fignal  vidory 
1 3  »B 


on  the  continent ;  ^nd  that  bi$  fleet  bad  ukeji 
fttcb  a  ftation  as  completely   prevented  bia 
enemie^  from  fuccouring'  e^cb  otber ;  on  tbU 
ac€x>unt  king  J^cf  was  requefted  co  embarli^ 
jEor  iPrance  dire6l}y,  that  be  niigb(  \^  landed 
in  England  w^th  thirty  thpitfand  ttw,  and 
leave  lus  generals  to  /r^rr^  ^f  war  in  Ire: 
land ;  but  that  unfortunate  j^ince  bad  already 
precipitated  ft.    however  hi^  fpif its  were  as 
^much  elated  by  the  newS  contained  in  thefc 
letters,  as  they  bad  been  depr^fl^d  by  his  ill 
jTucccfs  at  the  Bojne.      James    hafiened  tQ 
comgly  with  Lewis's  requeft  and  in  bis  paf* 
0ige  met  witji  a  fleet  of  frigates  deftined  to 
burn  and  deftroy  William's  ihippiug  on  di^ 
the  coafts  of  Ireland.     But  Jattii^s  heaping- 
abfurdity  onabfurdity,  prevented  the  frigatea 
froin  going  on  thisfervice;  and  took  them 
along  with  him  to  France,  asaprotefiionto  hia 
pArfon.    When  he  arrived   at  Paj-is,  Lewis 
finding  that  Jaroea  had  brought  back  tbefe 
ihips  with  him,  and  hearing  of  bis  defeat, 
and  .fllip  that  the  confpiracy  in  England  had 
^een  cruihed,  JLewis,  to  the  no  fmall  difppoint- 
irient  of  James  excUfed  himfelf  from  fulfilling 
\f\%  engagement/  and  would  not  truft  him 
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ivith  ^uher  flii|>ping  Cft  mkti.  Lt^is  tnnft 
have  flearly  fecfn  the  weak  condufi  of  Jkme^, 
and  not  only  thit  %xtune  had  completely  fbt- 
iaken  him  at  the  prefent  ctifb,  but  ftetned  to 
ftiark  him  as  a  vidim  for  her  future  ten* 
^eanee:  he  eonctived,  poffibly,  it^ouldthert- 
fofe  be  fruitlefs  to  mak6  auy  lurtbfer  efforts 
in  fo  hop^lefi  a  caufe. 

Imm£diatki.t  after  the  battle  of  the  Boyne, 
William  fummoned  the  garrifoii  of  Drogheda 
to  fnrrender,  and  in  cafe  of  non-compliance^ 
ih  iriiitation  of  Cromweir^  barbarous  policy^ 
threatened  /to  put  them  all  to  the  fword. 
William  now  gratified  his  Englifh  adherent^, 
by  ifTuing  a  coiiftmiiEon  for  feiling  the  pof* 
feffionsof  thofe  that  warred  againft  him;  all' 
which  were  confifcated  by  virtue  of  William's 
commiifion  alone,  and  no  courts  of  judicature 
were  at  the  time  opened  for  proceeding  re- 
gularly in  the  bufinefs.  This  meafure  ferved 
only  to  confirm  the  catholics  the  more  in 
their  averfion  to  the  new  government ;  ahd 
they  therefore  refolved  to  renew  the  war  with 
the  utmoft  animofity*  In  eight  day^  d[fterthe 
v^Aory  of  the  Boyne^  William  divided  his 

'  army, 


jtrmy,  Ife  liimfcjlf  matched  fouthwacc|  ^Iqx4g 
the  coaft.  General  Douglas  was  difpatched 
^ith  all  tl^c  cj^valjry  to  purfue  Ja^mes's  forcc^ 
and  harrafs  tjiem  in  their  fetreat.  Wexfor^* 
)Vatcrfordj  ^d  Duncannon  jfort  y^erc  taken 
Ux  confequence  of  thefe  arrangements :  Doug- 
las proceeded  in  hif  expedition  to  Athlone, 
marched  as  through'  an  enemy's  countfy,  h)s 
men  plundering  and  murdering  all  before; 
^hem. 

Bt  fuch  barbarities  Dpuglas's  ^rmy  becatcie 
abfolutely  odioAis.  When  they  appeared 
before  Athlone,  Douglafs  fent  a  fummous  to 
the  governor  of  the  toyirn  whole  n^me  was 
Qrace.  He  returci^d  a  paffiopate  dffiance. 
Grace  ^re4  a,  piftol  ^t  Douglas's  meflenger, 
and  faid,  "thifi  are  my  terms/'  Douglafscarriecl 
on  the  fiege  for  a  confiderable  time  without 
any  effect:,  and  at  length,  after  feveral  difafter^» 
the  Englifii  were  obliged  to  decamp  at  mid- 
night, and  by  difficult  marches  joined  ^ilUap9[ 
who  with  his  forces  were  now  ^dyaiiced  to 
Limerick.  William  having  rjcfolved  to  re- 
dwc6  Limerick,  if  pollible^  this  campaign  ; 
advanced  towards  ^the  town  on  the  ninth  of 
Au|uft  and  fummoned  it  to  furrender.  On^^ 
*    '  '  BoifTeleaUj 
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Boifleleau,  a  French  man,  was  the  goveruor, 
and  the  Duke  of  Berwick  and  colonel  SzrU 
fidd  afied  under  him;  To  the  fummona 
Bpifleleau  replied  that  he  wifhed  to  gain  the 
Prince  of  Orange's  good  opinion,  and  knew 
no  metbod  fo  likely  for  hiin  to  obtain  it,  aa  to 
defend  well  the  poft  committed  to  hit  charge ; 
a  gallant  anfwer,  but  kfs  boifterous  than  that 
of  Colonel  Grace,  the  Governor  of  Athlone. 
It  was  but  three  days  after  the  fiege  of  Lime- 
rick commenced,  that  Sarsfield,  having  intel* 
ligence  that  a  convdy  with  artillery  and  other . 
neceflaries  for  the  fiege  was  on  its  way  to  join 
the  Englilh  army  ;  iflfued  out  of  the  town  by  a 
iecret  way,  pafled  the  Shannon  in  the  night, 
intercepted  the  convoy,  fpiked  the  cannon, 
blew  up  the  powder,  deftroyed  all  the  reft  of 
the  ammunition,  and  retreated  in  fafety  by 
the  fame  way  he  came,  before  it  was  poffible 
for  the  befiegcis  to  prevent  him.  William 
waa  refolved  to  carry  On  the  fiege,  notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  unlucky  aufpices,  and  at 
length  a  breach  being  made,  he  ordered  it  to 
be  ftormed. 
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Thk  troops  accordingly  adtranci^d,  carried 
ibe  countcrfcarp,  and  moiuited  the  breach ;  but 
the  garfifon,  emulous  to  do  fomething  equal 
to  the  atchievements  of  the  prpteftants  of 
Londoli  Detry,  quickly  ihewed  the  befiegers 
that  the  redu  Aton  of  Ate-  town  would  not  be 
fo  eaiy.  a  talk  as  they  feemed  to  fupp^fe. 

.  TH£  women  likewife  joined  their  efforts  to 
^ofe  of  the  oven,  and  notwitbftanding  a 
-tioknt  aflault  upon  the  breach,  the  garrifoa 
jrepulfed  the  English  with  great  carnage^  after 
a  eonteft  of  three  hours.  Five  hundred  men 
»ihuta»  and  one  thoufand  wounded  made' up  the 
lofs  which  the  EngUih  fuftained  in  this  un- 
faccefaful  attempt,  that  of  their  auxiliaries  waa 
nearly  as  great.  After  this  repulfe  William 
ordered  a  retreat.  Thus  terminated  the. pe- 
riod of  "VV^illiam's  perfonal  enterprizes  ih 
Ireland. 

Ljcavijvg  the  command  of  the  army  to 
Count  Soloses  and  general  Ginkle,  and  having 
appointed  Lords-juftices,  William  embarked 
at  Duncannon  Fort  for  England^.  From  thefe 
pi^arriages,  as  well  a^from  Qther  circumftan-» 
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o«  of  a  fimilar   nature^  fome  perfons  iii^ho 
were  iaimical  to  William,  took  occafion  to  re- 
mark '*  thai  he  never  undertook  a  liege  which 
he  was  not  oMiged  to  raife,  nor  ever  fought 
abattle,  where  be  gained  a  complete  vidlory^ 
one  only  ei:cepted,  and  that  was  againft  bis 
own  fubje&s."     AUhough  the  catholics  had 
preferred  Limerick^  againft  the  efforts  of  the 
whole  EugUih  army,  with  William  at  their 
head ;  yet  they  loft  Cork  and  Kinfale  to  the 
earl  (afterwards  Duke)  of  Marlborough^  who 
wai  entrufted  with    five   thoufand    Englifli 
troops,    and  being  joined  by   the   Duke  of 
Wirteroberg  "Ov^ith  four  thoufand  Danes  had 
arrived  in  Ireland  where,  in  a  few  months ; 
he  had  made  himfelf  mafter  of  thefe  impor- 
tant places.    James  now  apparently  defpaired 
of  deriving  any  advantage  from  the  troubles 
in  Ireland ;  he  therefore  ordered  Tyrconnel  to 
make  the  beft  terms  he  could  for  his  party 
there,  and  than  to  withdraw  himfelf  &om  the 
government  of  that  kingdom.    But  William, 
in  an  amnefty  which  he  had  lately  ifliied, 
excepted  from  the  general  pardon^  *' the  def-^ 
pera'te  leaders  of  the  rebellion  "  almoft  ev^ty 
|>erfQa  of  any  note  of  Qonfideratioa  fuppofed 

himfelf 


124  A  Vkw  of  Iri/h  Affairs 

bimfelf  liable  to  be  included  in,  or  attacked 
under  the  above  profcription ;  wherefore  by 
the  mannerin  which  thcfe  fentiments  operated 
on  the  minds  of  the  principal  people,  Wil- 
liam might  as  well  have  excepted  the  whole 
of  James*s  adherents  from  the  general  pardon; 
although  the  catholics  did  not  look  on  them- 
felves  as  rebels,  as  they  were  fighting  the 
caufe  of  a  prince  who  had  been  folemnly  pro- 
claimed their  king,  and  to  whom  they  had 
fworn  allegiance.  But  now  perceiving,  that 
they  -were  to  be  comprehended  under  that 
dcfignation  and  viewing  the  whole  of  their 
fituatton  and  concomitant  circumftances  :  de* 
fcrted  by  James,  and  by  Tyrconnel  alfo,  when 
he  could  not  perfuade  them  to  a  peace  with 
William  ;  forfaken  likewife  by  the  Duke  q{ 
Berwick,  who  remained  longer  among  theiu» 
endeavouring  to  prevail  on  them  to  relin- 
quifli  their  purfuits  ;  defpair,  and  refentment 
urged  them  to  the  adoption  pf  meafure^  fof 
a  vigorous  defence. 

The  fituation  of  the  catholics  was  at  this 
crifis  truly  deplorable,  they  were  now  going 
to'be  facpficed  byjumes,  as  before  they  had 
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been,  by  Charles,  who  crueny  abandoocd 
them  when  they  were  reduced  to  diftrefs, 
thereby  committing  them  to  certain  dellruc* 
tioQ  for  hifi  caule,  when  be  no  longer  con- 
fidered  it  his  intereft  to  fnpport  them ;  that, 
attached  as  they  were  to  James,  it, was  not  the 
firft  time  they  had  been  deferted  by  a  Stuart. 
James  had  upbraided  them  with  cowardice, 
but  although  this  charge  could  not  by  any  of 
their  anions  be  fupported,  yet  they  were  re- 
folved  to  wipe  o£fthe  imputation,  by  con« 
vincing  him  they  would  fight  for  themfelvcs, 
and  notwithftanding  their  low  and'unfupport* 
ed  condition,  cither  cnfure  vifiory,  procure 
an  honourable  peace,  or  die  with  arms  in 
their  bands. 

It  leemcd  to  be  the  determination  of  all, 
to  find  their  own  refources,  and  truft  to  them 
alone.  Upon  this^the  Duke  of  Berwick  find- 
ing his  (ituation  far  from  being  agreeable,  re-* 
turned  to  France,  leaving  the  command  of 
the  forces  to  Sarsfield.  This  commander 
had  defeated  William's  attempts  upon  Lime- 
rick ;  the  fuccefs  of  which  had  raifed  his 
reputation  to  an  high  degree  among  hi^  coun-* 

trymen- 
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trymen.  Sarsfield  having  been  attainted,  bii 
revenge  and  his  Intereft  now  became  united 
to  bia  third  for  military  glory,  tefolTtng 
by  every  means  in  his  power,  to  iltmulate 
his  count rymtn  to  a  vigorous  relifiancea- 
gaioft  their  foes,  be  wa$  therefore  every  where 
a£iive  amoogft  them*  But  whilft  both  armies 
were  woU  enougb  ioclined  for  a£tion»  the 
people  on  both  fides  fuflered  untpetkaMe 
^feries..  The  troops  difperfiog  into  wiQter 
quarters,  committed  plunder  and  depreda-* 
tioQs  in  the  progrefs  of  their  march  ;  the 
n/eglefi  of  agriculture  in  moft  places,  having 
rendered  the  country  unable  to  fuppon 
them. 

Thk  French,  on  the  fide  of  the  catholicsj 
and  the  Danes  and  Dutch  on  that  of  the 
£ngli(b>  confidered  thcmfelved  as  in  an^enc* 
my's  country,  and  therefore  made  no  fcruple 
to  fubfift  on  rapine  and  devaftatioQ.  To 
complete  the  fcene  of  nuferyr  a  banditti  kno^na 
by  the  appellation  of  rapparees^  crowned  tboir 
excefies  by  a^  of  the  moft  wanton  and  ca^ 
pricious  barbarity,  while  the  different  paruea 
100^  thefe  wretches  into  theif  fervice  and 

employed 
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employed  them  to  bar rafs  and  deftroj  each 
other.  But  the  rapparees  were  feldom  of  any 
ether  ufe  in  fach  cafes  than  to  heighten  the 
horrors  of  war  by  monftrous  afls  of  cruelty 
andifthum^hy.  They  burued,  pillaged,  and 
Aftroyed  whatever  came  in  their  way ;  mercy 
tbey  neither  gave  nor  ezpe&ed,  and  their 
routs  were  fcarcely  otherwife  to  be  traced, 
tbanby  the  fires  they  lighted  up  in  the  coun* 
try,  and  the  cries  of  the  wretched  and  ndfe* 
rable  inhabitants. 

While  thing's  were  thus  fituated  In  Irelanda 
Williani,  who  had  been  terrified  with  a  frefli 
plot,  which  narrowly  efcaped  from  been  put 
into  execution,  gave  orders  to  Ginkle,  on 
wbom^  the  ible  command  had  devolved,  to 
put  a  period  to  the  Iriih  War  at  all  events. 
James  on  his  part  had  fent  b^u^,  with  what 
moaey  he  could  fpare,  Tyrconnel  to  com- 
mand the  army,  but  Sarsfield  grtw  jealous  on 
this  occafion,  and  as  Tyrconnel  had,  before 
his  departure  for  France,  declared  in  favour 
of  moderate  meafures,  he  was  now  fiifpeAed 
of  treachery,  and  many  of  the  officers  reviled 
and  iofuUed  him,  particularly  as  they  flattered 

themfclves 
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themfelve^  daily  with  bopes  of  afiifttnce  from 
France.  To  favour  tbcfe  expefiaiions^  fome 
French  officers  gradually  arrived  and  repeat^ 
ed  the  afl^rances  of  fpeedy  fuccour.  At 
length  St.  Ruth  a  French  general  of  powerful 
abilities  landed  at  Limerick  with  9^  commif^ 
fion  of  commander  in  chief. 

.  T\  ^^  ,  SaRsfikld  wasjuftty  iiiccnfedj 
nor  did  the  title  ofthe£arl 
of  Lucan,  which  he  received  from  Jame$>  re- 
concile him  to  the  indignity  of  bein  g  thus 
fuperfeded*  St«  Ruth  plsdnly  perceiving  the 
dilcontents  of  the  catholics,  refolved  on  % 
defeniive  war,  and  with  the  main  body  of  his 
army  took  his  flation  behind  Athlone,  and 
fbrongly  garrifoned  that  part  of  it  which  lay 
between  him  and  the  Shannon,  then  called  the 
Irifh  Town.  Ginkle^  being  now  iurniflied 
with  reinfoj-cements  dnd  other  Bcfce0ariea 
from  England,  determined  to  opea  the  cam< 
paign  by  the  fiege  of  Athlone^ 

Hisfitft  operation  was  the  redtiAion  6f 
Fon  Ballymwe  in  Weftmeath.  Thisobjcfl: 
being    effeded  the  Englifii  general  advan' 
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ced  with  tl  party  of  horfe  within  a  few 
miles  of  Athlone,  where  from  an  eminence  he 
furvcycd  the  town  and  thefituation  bf  the  ca- 
tholic army,  which  was  encamped  on  a  neck 
of  land  between  two  bogs,  at  the  diflance  of 
two  miles  from  the  Shannon.  Athlone  con- 
fifted  of  two  towns,  fituated  on  both  banks  of 
the  Shannon,  one  called  the  Englifh  and  the 
other  the  Irilh  Town,  which  were  united 
by  a  ftone  bridge,  and  a  ford  a  little  below  it ; 
but  the  ford  was  now  difficult  to  pafs,  be- 
lides  being  commanded  by  an  adjacent  caftle. 
Kext  day  Ginkle  marched  through  lines  of 
catholic  infantry  who  gradually  retired  be- 
fore him  to  the  Englifh  diftrift  of  Athlone. 

The  walls  of  Athlone  had  been  repaired, 
and  the  catholics  refolved  on  a  vigorous 
defence.  But  a  battery  of  ten  guns  foon 
xnade  a  confiderable  breach,  and  orders  were 
given  for  the  aflault. 

The  catholics  defended  the  breach  with 

great  bravery  for  a  length  of  time,  but  at . 

]aft  hy  fuperior  numbers  being  driven  to  the 

bridge 
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bridge,   many  of  them  were  either  cruflied 
to  death  or  drowned  in  the  Shannon,  as  the 
bridge  had  been   broke   down  by  order  af 
Saint  Ruth,  by  that  part  of  his  troops  which 
occupied  the  Irifli  Town.    This  he  did,  in 
order  to  cut  dff  the  communication  between 
the  towns,  although  by  this  mode  of  fecuri- 
ty  he  deftroyed  many  of  his  army.    However 
the  Englifh  general  found  new  difficulties  to 
encounter ;  the  arch  of  the  bridge  neareft  to 
tbe  Irilh  town  having  been  broken.  Saint  Rmb 
was  ftrongly  potted  on  the  oppofite  fide,  who 
from  his  works  fired  furioufly  on  the  £n- 
glifti  town* 

TBI  fordbetween  the  two  towns  was  nar- 
row and  firong ;  wherupon  Ginkle  en- 
trenched himfelf  in  the  Englifh  town,  and 
endeavoured  to  throw  a  bridge  of  pontoons 
over  the  river  below  the  ford,  and  to  con- 
ftru£l  a  wooden  work  on  the  bridge,  in 
order  to  throw  great  planks  over  the  broken 
arch. 

The  former  attempt  failed,  on  account  of 
the  banks  not  being  firm  ;  and  when  the 
latter  was  juft  brought  to  bear,  a  grenade 

throws 


thrown  by  the  enemy  fet  fire  to  the  wood 
Work  and  in  a  moment  deftroyed  all  the 
labours  of  the  Engliih.  This  accident  caufed 
great  uneafmefs  in  Ginkle's  army^  as  their 
ftores  were  much  reduced,  and  through  hur* 
ry  having  totally  negleded  to  fecurc  are- 
treat,  there  remained  fmall  profpe^l  of  any 
fafety  but  in  vvBiory.  Ginkle  failing  in  his 
grand  attempt  to  render  the  bridge  {>aflkl>ley 
at  length  refolved  in  a  council  of  war  td 
force  a  paflage  at  the  ford.  The  attempt 
was  highly  dangerous,  as  the  fdrd  was  ilrongi» 
breaft  high,  and  paffable  only  to  twenty  meti 
in  a  breaft.  The  defign  might  really  be  ranked 
among  thofe  rafh  adlions  which  ought  ra<* 
ther  to  be  deemed  objeds  of  aftonilhmtot' 
than  of  imitation. 

That  the  enemy  might  not  be  alarmed 
by  an  extraordinary  commotion  in  the  camp, 
Ginkle  determined  td  make  the  attempt  at 
the  ufual  hour  of  relieving  the  guards.  TwO- 
tfaou/and  men  were  appointed  for  this  en-  • 
Icrprize,  and  the  fignal  given,  by  tolling  the 
church-bell.  Their  advanced  guard  boldly 
entered  the  river.  To  favour  this  attempt^ 
kbe  Englilh  fired  furioiifly  upon  the  ^n^my 
':  K   2  StOltX 
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from  thar  works  and  battprics,  and  they  re- 
turned  the  di^hajrge  with  equal  violence  on 
thofcwho  were  paffing  t]ic  fbf d. 

.  Th%  detachrocnt,  however,  advanced  on 
Jntrcpidly  through  fire  and  fmoak,  andgain- 
imgthe  oppofitc  banks,  mounted  the  breacl| 
libtt  ^d  been    made  nc?t  the    jivcn 

Ths  catbolies,  furprised  f  nd  yftouiflied  at 
this  effort  of  valour,  fled  to- their  camp.  On 
{this  occafion  Saint  Ruth  betrayed  acareleflneft| 
^uxd  pfrefumpt^pn  an  worthy  of  a  general.  On 
receiving  the  fir^  mteUigence  of  Ginkle^t; 
plan  to  paf«  the  ford.  Saint  Ruth  in  the  con- 
fidence of  fccurity  fent  th^ec  ol  his  worft  re- 
gim^nta  to  relieve  tl>e  ovci:  &tigised  garri- 
fon  ;  aijd  when  he  was  told  the  Epglifh  were 
a£lually  pafling  the  ford,  hp  exclaimed  that 
they  would  not  prefume  to  attempt  the  town 
whije  he  ami  his  army  lay  fo  contiguous  to 
it.  Sarsfreld  replied  calmly,  that  he  knew 
the  enterprizc  was  not  too  difficult  for  En- 
glilh  coui:age,  and  prcflcd  bim  to  fend  an  im- 
mediate  reinfopcement.  Saint  Ruth  was  of- 
fended :  Sar|fieid  retorted  his  djfdain,  when 
jflL  the  midft  of  the  difpute,  they  were  inform, 
...       ...  ^  '    '         cd 
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eii  that  tne  ^neniy  had  got  pofl^flioii  of  the 
town.  Saint  Ruth  dHIembllng  his  vesatioii 
proudly  commanded  that  they  fhouJd  be  driv- 
en out  again,  and  fome  firuitlefs  e^rts  were 
made  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  by  this  time  thi 
Englifh  poflelTed  the  works  oppofiteSt.  Ruth'i 
Camp  and  pointed  his  own  cannon  againf^ 
him. 

The  eaftle  of  Athtond  followed  the  fate 
of  the  towni  The  governor  and  five  hundred 
men  were  made  prifoners  ;  and  twelve  hun- 
dred more  were  either  takfen  ot  flam  by  the  En- 
glifti  during  the  courfeofthe  fiege.  Notwith- 
flanding  theffe  difaflers  the  fpirit  of  the  catho- 
lics remained  hitherto  invincible.  Some  flat- 
tered themfelves  with  the  hopeis  of  fuccouf 
from  France,  |nd  were  therefore  implicitly 
obedient  to  St.  Ruth,  while  thofe  who  knew 
the  power  of  the  Englifh  government  faW 
no  profpeft  of  fafety  but  in  a  defperate  efibrt 
of  valour.  There  were  others  who  had  ef- 
poufed  James's  caufe  from  principle,  and  had 
taken  up  arms  in  defence  of  their  religioa 
and  for  the  recovery  of  their  property  j  the^ 
were  on  thefe  confiderations  eager  toeonti<i' 
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nue  the  war,  as  the  only  means  tll^t   fOul4 
aSbrd  a  poflibility  of  accomplifbing  their fnds. 

The  entire  catholic  force  was  refolved  from 
various  motives  to  bring  the  ^onteft  to  a  finaj 
iflue  in  the  field.  Ginkle  had  received  au- 
thority from  William,  long  fince,  to  publifh  a 
free  pardon  to  all  fuch  of  the  catholics  a^ 
chofe  to  take  the  benefit  of  it,  but  tl^e  Dutch- 
man had  delayed  the  publication  of  it  to  a  pe- 
riod rather  too  late.  St.  Ruth,  apprehpnfivQ 
that  many  of  his  troops  would  avail  them- 
felves  of  Ginkle's  proclamatiou,  changed  hU 
plan  of  a  defenfive  war  and  refolved  to  reft 
the  fate  of  Ireland  upon  the  iflije  of  a  battle, 
while  he  had  yet  the  me;ins  left  him  of  aflem- 
blingan  army  wherewith  to  make  one  gene* 
ral  effort. 

K    Ts     ^         The  Englifh  eenfral  difcover- 

A.  D.  1691     .        1 .    .         .        /I         ,        , 

^       mg   his  intention,  ltrengthen«d 

his  army,  by  drawing   in  every  detachment 

that  could  be  fpared  from  all  his  pofls.  The 

fate  of  Ireland  was  now  ready  to  be  decided, 

and  the  mind?  of  all  men  were  agitated  with 

the  expeftation  of  the  event. 
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M  T^  ^  On  the  tenth  of  June,  Ginkte 
marched  from  Athlone,  and  en« 
cmmped  along  the  river  ^uir  in  the  county  of 
Rofcommon.  While  St.  Ruth  took  his  ftatibn 
to  much  greater  advantage,  about  three  miles 
fiuther  to  the  fouth  weft,  his  camp  extended 
in  a  line  of  two  miles  along  the  heights  of 
Killcommeden,  with  a  rivulet  on  his  left, 
running  between  hills  and  morafles,  and 
thefe  again   (kirted  by  a  laUge  bog. 

About  half  a  mile  to  the  front  lay  a  wide 
bog,  with  two  palTages,  one  led  to  the  right, 
the  other  to  the  left  of  St.  Ruth's  camp. 

The  paflage  on  the  left  opened  into  a  com- 
'field,  in  which,  however  only  four  batta- 
lions could  form  a  front.  Farther  on  were 
difficult  grounds  aiid  the  ruins  of  the  caftle 
of  Aughrim,  where  cannon  were  placed. 
The  paflage  to  the  right  opened  upon  ground 
that  was  wider  but  yet  afforded  not  room 
for  an  army. 

The  (pace  between  thefe  too  paflageswas 
filled  with  hedges  and  ditches,  communica- 
ting with  each  other  and  lined  with  muCke- 

tcersi 
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tccri.  On  the  12th  of  July  at  noon,  the  En- 
gUfli  army  advanced  in  as  good  order  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  ground  would  admit ;  th^  march* 
ed  in  two  divifions  to  the  right  and  left  of  the 
bog,  with  the  deiign  of  flanking  the  enemy  and 
joining  on  the  rifmg  ground  ;  the  left  wii^. 
of  the  Englifli  marched  boldly  againft  the 
enemy,  who  obftinately  maintained  their 
poft8 ;  defending  their  ditches  until  the  rouf- 
keta  of  each  fide  clofed  with  the  other ;  when^ 
retiring  by  their  lines  of  communication, 
they  flanked  their  aflailants  and  charged 
them  with  double  fury^  St.  Ruth  found  it 
neceflary  to  draw  a  confiderable  part  of  his 
cavalry  from  his  left  to  fupport  hi^  right 
vnng.  .  On  this  Mackay  advifed  Ginkle, 
while  the  cavalry  were  in  motion  to  gain  the 
pafs  by  Aughrim  caftle,  which  ftood  on  the 
fide  of  the  bog,  accordingly  feveral  regiments 
in  the  centre  were  ordered  to  march  through 
the  bog  in  front,  and  to  poft  themfelves  in  the 
com  field,  until  the  Englifh  horfe  had  gained 
the  pafs,  and  would  wheel  from  the  right  to 
fupport  their  charge. 


The 
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Th£  Eoglifh  infamiy  having  wkk  great 
diflEcuUy  paflcd  the  bgg,  forgot  the  injunc- 
tioDS  they  received  to  remain  inadti^e  luuil 
the  hoxfe   had  fecured   the  pafs ;    and  im- 
prudeotly  advanced  to  the  line  of  hedges, 
from  which  the  enemy   artfully  retired  in 
order    to    dxaw  the  Esglifli    on.    The  flra- 
tagem  foccceded;    for  the   Engli&i   eagerly 
purfiied,  tU^  by  meams  of  the  communication 
ifac  catholics  had  nude  between  the  hedges, 
they  found  themfelves  furrounded,  and  fired 
-upon  at  once,  in  £ipont,  flank  and  Mar,  whilft 
Gioide  who  had  not  yet  overcome  the  dif- 
ficulties of  the  rugged  and  uneven  ground, 
could  not  afibrd  them  any  affiftaaee.    This 
falfe  ilep  nearly  occafioned  the  entire  de&at 
of  that  wing  ;  for  the  men  thu6  emfaacrafled 
gave  way  on  all  fides,  fome  to  the  corn  field, 
while  others  even  fled  baek  thiough  the  bog. 
Wheo  the  £ngli(h  generals  beheld  this  fcene, 
they  bent  their  whole  force  to  that  quarter, 
where  their  friends  were  diftrefled,  while  St. 
Ruth  viewiag  from  an  eminence  their  cm- 
'  barraflmetn,  threw  his  bat  up  three  times  in 
the  air,  and  Ihouted  for  joy ;  giving  thofe 
about  him  the  aflfurances  of  what  he  confide- 
red  a  certain  viftory. 

His 


138  AViiwoflrifb  Affairs 

His  attention,  however  was  foon  directed 
to  the  Englilh  cavalry  on  his  left,  who  feeing 
the  alarming  diforder  of  the  centre  pulhed  on 
with  incredible  ardour  clofe  by  the  walls  of 
the  caftle  thrpagh   all  the  fire  of  their  ap- 
ponents,  to  the   amazement  of  whom  they 
forced  their  way  through  a  narrow  and  dan- 
gerous defile.     St.  Ruth    now    finding  the 
fcene  about  to  change,  and  obferving  the  two 
divifions  of  the  enemy  to  the  right  and  left 
gathering  upon  the  rifmg  ground,    refolved 
with  all  fpeed  to  prevent  the  jundlion-    He 
rode  down  with  a  body  of  horfe  from  the  hill, 
determined  to  fall  upon  the  enemy's  cavalry 
in  a  dangerous  hollow  way,  through  which  - 
they  were  obliged  to    pafs.     But  while  he 
was  conducting  this  enterprize  a  cannon  ball 
deprived  him  of  life.   This  fo  difheartened  his 
men,   that   they  firft   halted  and  afterwards 
fled  ;  nor  could  Sarsfield,  who  was  fecond  in 
command,  be  of  any  fcrvice  in  this  crifia,  fince 
on  account  of  the  enmity  that  fubfifted  be- 
tween him  and  St.  Ruth,  be   was  totally  ig* 
norant  of  that  general's  plans  and  difpofi- 
tjons. 
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Thk  whole  catholic  army  was  now  divided 
into  three  bodies^  neither  of  which  knew  what 
plan  they  were  to  z6t  upon,  while  the  two 
divifiona  of  Ginkle'sarmy,  conduced  by  their 
generalai  kept  their  uniform  dilpoiition,  of 
vergipg  towards  each  other;  which  alone 
could  procure  them  viftory,  they  found  them-^' 
felves  every  moment  nearer  attaining  their 
end  ;  while  the  body  of  Englifh  appointed  to 
pafs  the  hollow  way  having  compafled  their 
defign,  began  to  attack  the  enemy  in  flank, 
who  were  totally  unable  to  prevent  them  ; 
which  perceiving,  after  a  ftruggle  that  was 
'  vain,  they  fled  with  precipitation  and  aban- 
doned the  field  to  the  Englifh,  who  gained  a 
complete  vi^ory.  The  glory  of  this  conqueft 
they  however  fuUied  by  their  barbarity  and 
cruelty  in  not  granting  quarters  to  the  vau- 
quifhed,  who  loft  in  the  aAion  and  purfuit 
about  feven  thoufand  men,  together  with  their 
tents  baggage  and  military  ftores.  The  lofs 
of  the  Englifh  amounted  to  no  more  than  feveu 
hundred  flain  in  baule. 

Tm«  Englifh  very  probably  owed  this  vic- 
tory to  the  death  of  St.  Ruth,  who  though  he 
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was  ill  beloved  by  the  eacholtcs,.  and  bad  loft 
tkem  Athioue,  was  yet  aa  able  genera}.  And 
it  muft  be  allowed>  tbat  I'be  catholics  made 
a  moll  gallant  refiftaoce  as  long  as  tbcre  etift^ 
eel  any  probability  of  fuooefs,  and  thttrefere 
craght  to  have  been  ir^ied  as  a  brave  and 
Valiant  enemy. 

Limerick  being  the  only  place  of  any  con- 
iiderable  ftrength  remaining  in  the  hands  of 
the  Irifh,  thither  the  fugitives  retired,  and 
Ginkle  immediniely  prepared  to  follow  thetn, 
taking  all  places  in  his  way  and  Galway 
amoi^  the  reft.  Ginkle  made  hid  approaches 
to  Limerick  in  the  fame  manner  William 
had  done  before,  and  met  with  litde  oppo&- 
tion,  as  the  catholics,  were  refolved  to  trnft  to 
the  ftrength  of  thdv  fortifications,  and  the 
aid  from  France  which  they  now  expefiied 
rather  than  by  any  hazards  to  difptrit  the 
ihattered  remans  of  their  armies.  Ginkle 
conunuedfor  th<;  fpace  of  ten  days  battering 
the  town,  which  ftill  hel^  .out,  in  hopes  of 
either  obtaining  fuccour  from  France,  or  of 
harrafling  the  beHegers  fo  as  to  oblige  them 
to  defert  their  attempt  in  the  fame  manner 

William 
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WUtiam  had  done  the  year  before.  But 
adfter  cTery  effort  .had  been  made  in  defence 
of  cbe  towji^  the  garrifoa  on  the  23d  of 
»  September  bcii  a  parley.  '  The  Englifti  grant- 
ed a  truce^  fi>t  three  days;  and  on  the  laft 
day  of  i,bfi  iruct,  the  cattiolk  Jbcadera  propoCed 
the  terms  of  capitulaton,  which  Ginkle  re- 
fufed  te  grant/ 

By  a  fecond  deputation,  he  was  deiired  to 

propofe  fuch  terms  as  he  would  grant.    He 

confeated  that  the  catholics  fhould  enjoy  the 

cxercife  of  their  religion,  as  in  the  reign  of 

^l^arles  II.     He  engaged    that  all  included 

Jprtl^  capitulation  ihould  enjoy  their  eftatcs, 

r     and^purf\ie  their  employments  freely  as  in 

,  Charles's  reign,  that  their  gentry  fhould  be 

allowed  the  ufe  of  arms,  and  that  no  oath 

^    fhouU  be  required  of  any  except  that  of  al* 

lcgiance4 

The  garrifon  accepted  thefe  conceflions  as 
the  bafis  of  a  treaty  ;  and  on  the  3d  of  Oc- 
tober, was  adjufted  and  figned  the  civil  ani- 
cles  by  the  chief  governors  Porter  and  Co- 
nii|gfby  who  atrivedin  the  camp  for  that  pur- 
jpofe;  apd  the  jnili^ary  ones  by  general  Ginkle. 
'     '       '  A 
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A  few  days  after  the  capitulation  was  Ggncd^ 
a  French  fleet  of  eighteen  fail  with  ammunitioa 
and  proviiions,  arrived  on  the  cbaft,  a  fight 
which  a.  few  days  before  would  havfe  been 
moil  welcome  to  the  catholics,  but  now  only 
ferved  to  overwhelm  them  with  forrow. 
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WiUianCs  Situation^ — Majfacre  of  GUnco. — Ir^ , 
Protejiants  dijfatisfied  mih  the  Terms  granted 
the  Catholics  at  Limerick. — Moji  of  the 
Catholic  Soldiers  embarked  for  France. — An 
account  of  the  Conjpiracy  formed  again fi  Wil^ 
liam. — Death  of  James  and  William. 

A  n  fi  npvURING  thefe  tranfafiioM 
XJ  in  Ireland,  William  was 
no  lefs  employed  in  foreign  than  in  domeftic 
wars.  Lewis  XIV.  penetrated  into  Piedmont^ 
before  the  Germans  could  prevent  his  defigns ; 
but  when  they  arrived  the  French  retired.  On 
the  Rhine,  the  GermaH  and  the  French  armies 
were  nearly  equal  to  each  other;  for  which 
reafon  they  avoided  coming  to  aftion  ;  whilft 
in  Flanders,  William  forced  Marefchall  Bouf- 
flers  to  abandon  the  bombardment  of  Liege; 
but  in  return  when  he  quitted  his  a/mv;.«the 
French  defeated  part  of  it  near  to  Comoron. 

The  Englifti  and  French  fleets  watched 
each  oth^r,  and  moft  people  were  iineafy  at 
the  enormous  expences  the  nation  had  been 
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at,  without  having  obtained  any  confidcrablc 
fuccefs  to  counter-balance  tbe  vail  fums  that 
had  been  fo  liberally  granted.    Yet  William, 
imagining,  that  when  Ireland  was  reduced, 
he  might  afk  almoA  any  thing  fecurely  of  his* 
parliament,    at  the    end  of    the   campaign, 
fitted  aut  a  large  fleet ;  rauftercd  fixty  five 
thoufand  land  forces  for  the  fervices  of  the 
enfuing  year,  for  the  fupport  of  which,  after 
fome  delays,  no  lefs  a  fum  than  three  millions 
and  an  half  was  granted. 

There  were  attempts  made  however  ta 
'))rocure  many  popular  laws,  to  one  of  which 
the  king  refufed  his  aflent,  namely  that  of 
eftabliOiing  Judges  in  their  offices  foF  life ; 
which  plainly  fticws,  that  William  notwith- 
ftanding  his  acceflion  to  the  throne,  refulted 
immcdktety  from  the  will  of  the  people,  was 
too  tenacious  of  his  new  prerogative  to  relia- 
quifll  a  particle  o/  it,  though  his  prefent 
Majcfty  George  III.  cheerfully  made  con- 
cefiions  on  fimilar  principles  to  both  the 
kingdoms  of  Great  Brkain  and  Ireland. 
William  came  to  the  throne  folely  by  the  mif- 
condu£t,  folly  and  arbitrary  fway  of  the  tyrannic 
James;  profefled  himfelfthe  fcQuyge  of  tyranny^ 

au4 
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knd  iopprefiioa ;  but  impartitlity  obliges  U8  to 
lay  that  William himfelf  refor tedto  defpotic  and 
barbarous  ads,  by  eftablifhing  his  power  pvejt^ 
par(;pf  hisdomiaions  in  the  blopd  of  bis  un- 
reiiftiitg .  fu}>jeds,  I  allude  to. the  mc^qcrt  of 
Glenco  In  Scotland.  The  caufe  and  effe6l  of  . 
which,  juftice  demands  fhould  be  ingfenuoufly 
related,  ad  fuch,  events^  4s  tend  to  pourtra^ 
the  chara£ters  and  condudl  of  thofe  two  prin- 
ces who  contended  for  dominion  in  Ireland^ 
ought  not  to  be  concealed  from  pofterity; 
Upon  the  difcovery  of  the  confpiracy  againft  , 
William  in  £ngl^nd»  in  the  year  1690,  Lord 
^arbct>  hav^ig  fuggefted  a  fcheme  for,  prey  ail-* 
ing  on  iheHighlanders  to  lay  down  their  arms^ 
which  they  had  uken  up  under  Lord  Duniiee, 
and  which  they  bad  never  fmoe entirely  quitted ; ' 
and  Lord  Bread^lbane  offered  to  carry  it  into 
elfeft  Breadalbane's  offers  had  been  the 
more  readily  accepteid  by  government,  becaufe 
He  was  known  to  have  more  influence  and 
credit  with  the  Highlanders,  than  any  man 
in  ScotUndj  at  the  time  (here  were  run^ours 
6f  a  French  invafion  into  that  country  in  fa- 
ydur  of  the>  dethroned  .Monarch.  But  go- 
vernment «n^le&4d  to  civry  this  proje^imd 
tfeA,  oti'aqqpunt  pf  fome  advamages  recent-' 
Vox.L  L  ly 
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ly  gained  overth&mghUndeti,  and  vtho,  aftw 
having  heard '  the  Invilion  vni  to  teach  'n0 
ferther  than  tnglind,  had  kept  theiflfelve» 
quiet  within  their  own  connti^  tn  the  fUilji- 
mht ;  bm  winter  lad  no  Iboner  fje/t  i%  than 
tbejr  renewed  their  hoftilities. 

» 

Utok  this  Bhr^dalbane  tetiv«d  hli  p^opd- 
fill,  and  font  his  fc^eme  foir  ferilhig  tb«  High- 
lands, tb  Sti*  John  Dalfyrtiplc  fecmal^  ttf  ftat^, 
who  was  theh  attending  William  in  Flanders 
The  fchethfi  Wa*  thfe,  that  4  patron  and 
twelve  thouiaiid  pdtitids,  fhonld  be  giveh  to 
the  liighlanders,  rtioft  6f  the  rtioniy  to  be 
applied  to  ex;onerate  theit  eftate^  from  th<^ 
Duke  of  Argyie^s  claim,  ahd  thai  a  petifion 
ihould  he  granted  to  all  the  Highlaiid  eh!e£^ 
in  Scotland,  on  condition  of  their  keying 
four  thoufand  of  their  people  difdjdined  fd* 
war ;  and  ready  to  ferVe  it  home  atid 
abroad.       - 

tnt  fecretaty  teadily  adopted  h,  atad 
laid  ft  before  the  King,  who  fe^t  fm*  Bstad* 
atbane  to  come  to  him  in  Flanders  to  adfttft 
the  terms.  On  Breadalbiine*s  retnrtt  to  Skotfaind 
he  brought  the  treaty  inrith  the  Highlanders 

nearly 


ti^dtiyte  a  cencIufi<Hi.  A  proclamation  Hi 
fttcd  in  tkc  aummn  of  169  r,  which  declared 
that  all  rebels  who  took  the  oaths  to  the  go- 
yernmeat,  befot'c  the  firft  of  Januarjr  enfu- 
isg,  fiiOQkl  hfe  pardoned. 

•  The  Duke  of  Hamilton  in  the  mean  timej 
dther  from,  envy  agalaft  Breailalbani^  and 
Sir  Jehu  Dali^mpk,  or  beeaufe  be  believed 
he.  could  mak^  bettei^  terms  fbr  "William,  fent 
emiffimei^td  the  Highlands  tci  present  the' 
donctfifidn  0f  the  treaty, 

Ths  Highland  thiefs  a£leti  With  muchdn^ 
Jilicity>  th^  w^Qtcto  Jameafot  his  pcrmiffibii 
to  make  a  tteaty,  promifmg  thft  they  would 
titiktvt   it  no  longer  than  it  was  for  his  in^ 
tereft,    and  at  the  fame  time   to  cfQ^ie  jea- 
leufies  in  William  of  bis  fetvants,and  among 
his  iervants,  themteives,  they' informed  Duke 
Hamilton  askl  Bfeadalbatie's  enemies.  Lord 
Slahie  and  his  Soil,  that  Bresidalbane  had  con- 
curred *r«h  theii)  in  xhe  terms  on  which  they 
liad  afloedjaniiea'g  con  febttb  the  treaty.  ITpQn 
tUs,  aocuSitioM  wei^  prefented  to  the  privy 
council  and  parliament,  and  fent  to  the  Kin^ 
h   %  againft 
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agamft'BreSadalbane  ;  and  gener^.  Mackayin- 
flate/d  with  the  honour  he  had  acquired  in  bi5 
own  profeflion  in  Ireland,  wrote  privatjely  to 
tBe  King  againft  Lord  Breadalbane  and  Sir 
John  Dalrymple,  moft  of  which  .were  commu- 
laicated  to  the  latter  of  thefe  perfons. 

WiLLiAwr^  who  w»s  fteady  to  the  perfon«f 
he  confided  in,,  received  the  accufations  witfc 
difregard.  B^t  Breadalbane  retained  deep 
tefentment  in  his  breaft  s^ainft  the  Highland- 
ers for  their  breach  of  faitb^  as  well  as  for  the 
injuries  they  defigned  to  do  him.  Wherefore 
i  new  Icheme  was  fuggefted  by  Breadalbane, 
which  was  adopted  by  Dalrymi^e  the  fecretary^ 
end  affenfed  to  by  WUliam^  for  cutting  ofif  all 
the  Highlanders,  who  ihould  not  take  the  o^ths 
to  the  new  government,  by  the  time  prefcrib- 
ed  in  the  proclamation.  The  mode  of  execu- 
tion was  intended  to  be  by  what  were  called 
in  Scotlapd  letters  of  fire,  and  fword,  moft  in- 
human, but  legal  inibrumients  of  deftruAion  ia 
that  country  againfi  attainted  rebels.  The  order 
was  Tent  to  the  privy  council,  who  imme- 
diately appointed  a  committee  to  carry  it  into 

eacecution  ; 
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^execution ;  and  ordered  money,  a  fliip,  and 
other  military  preparations  for  that  pur* 
pofe. 

Brxadalbakx^  Tarber  and  Argyle^    had 
agreed  privately  to  lend  their   afliftance,  if 
neceflary.     William's  troops  were  properly 
polled*    Th€  Marquis  of  Atho),  who,  had  for 
fome  time,  by  means  of  general  M ackay,  been 
paying  his  court  to  the  new  government,  like* 
i^fe  had  an  hundred  men  prepared  for  the 
£ime  abominable  purpofe*    But  it  is  pro)>abIe 
that  fome  of  the  pdvy  council  warned  the 
Highlanders  of  their  danger,  for  all  the.  attain* 
led  cfaieft  took  the  oaths  previous  to  the  time 
prefixed,    except    Mac  Donald    of   Glenco. 
Glenco  went  on  the    laft  of  December  to 
fort  William,  and  defired  the  oaths  to  be  ten- 
dered  to  him  by  the  governor,  but  as  that 
officer  was  not  a  civil  magifirate,  he  refufed 
to  adminifter  the  oaths.    Glenco  then  went 
to  the  country  town  to  take  them  before  the 
fiieriff  of  the  county,  but  was  prevented  by 
bad  weather  from  reaching  the  town,  until  a 
few  days  after  the  term  prefcribed  by  the 
proclamation  was  elapfed^ 

Thx 
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Thx  ifa^iff  fcrupled  sft  fird,  bat  at  leogtb 
was  prevailed  upoQto  take  his  oatb  of  alle- 
giance* Advanuge  Jiowevey  was  taken  oU 
Gienco's  not  having  literally  complied  with 
the  tcjrHis  of  the  procUwiatioia,  and  a  warrant 
for  \m  ^t^ecution  was  pf  ocured  from  WiUiaai» 
]9rhic&  was  figfied  boc|i  above  4iid  beiow  yvuk 
the  kiogtt  own  hfend.  This  warrant  was  put 
}a  fdrce^  tit^ith  tnany  circumflances  of  eictreoi^ 
r^our.  Sir  John  Dalryaipfe  gave  ord^ 
thtit  the. execution  fliould  be  e&dttiaU  iud 
withont  acny  previous  wa^niia^*  Jor  this 
purpbfe,  in  the  month  of  Febrttary^  two  torn- 
pabies  of  Highland  foldie^,  chofen  for  the  oc« 
cofidn,  went,  not  asenemies^  but  as  friends^  in- 
to the  valley  of  Glencx)  where  aU  the  clati 
lived.  To  coHoeal  the  intention  the  better, 
tiie  loldiers  were  of  their  own  lineagie,  asuf 
tne  coeimanding  ofiicer  captain  Campbell  wa^ 
nn^le  to  the  wife  of  one  of  Gleoco's  fions. 
AM  were  feccived  with  the  r^dc  but  kind 
hofpUftlity  of  the  jDOuntry.       ^ 

Thjky  continuied  in  the  valley  near  a  fort- 
pight,  and  thl»i  in  the  night  time  rolfe  t<^ 
l^utcher  their  hofts.    Captain  Campbell  fup» 
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ped  and  played  cards  vnith  Glenc6^s  fiimily, 
tbe  evening  before.  Thirty  eight  men  were 
flam.  The  reft  wonid  have  Ihared  the  fame 
ftte,  had  nM  the  alarm  been  given  by  one  of 
Oleaeo*^  S>m,  ipirfae  overhe&rd  one  of  the 
Mdiers  fay  to  anotlier,  ^*  he  liked  not  the 
work  ^  he  feaftd  not  to  figlit  the  Hac  Donalds 
\a  tbe  field,  but  bad  fcai'ciAy  ebbrage  to  kill 
them  in  th^ir  fleep,  but  their  officers  lirere 
anfwerable  for  the  deed,  not  they.*' — ^Two 
hundred  victims  had  been  devoted  by  the 
goveminent,  but  of  thefe  an  hundred  and 
fizty  efcaped,  carr3dng  with  them  an  irrecon*t 
cHeabk  hatred  to  the  new  government.  WiK 
liam,  under  whofe  fan&ion  this  treachery  had 
been  perpetrated,  finding  his  name  every 
where  execrated  for  the  barbarity,  and  hearing 
alfo,  that  the  affair  had  been  publiihed  and 
made  a  great  noifc  at  Paris,  and  obfeivinjj 
the  horror  it  excited  among  his  own  fubjeds, 
affeded  to  fet  on  foot  an  enquiry  concerning 
the  authors  of  the  maffacre,  the  previous 
knowledge  of  which  he  now  thought  proper 
to  diiavow,  by  faying  he  had  figned  the  order 
amongft  an  heap  df  other  papers,  without 
being  actjuainted  whh  its  contents.  *  A  nireak 

wcufc. 
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excufe,  the  fpt^lity  pf  whjch  fyfficipBily  jip* 
pcared  by  hij»  ^Si\opm  for  though  he  difoiif- 
fed  the  m^fter  of  Sta^r  from  his  ^mploymebt 
of  fecretary ;  ^d  s^)s£jted  to  make  fom^  buftle 
,in  t]jc  ^ifiair,  ypt  hi5  nfvcy  byought  the  per- 
petratprf  of  this  barbarity  to  condigi^  punifli- 
inent,  as  unqueftionahly  .^^  would  h^ye  dooe 
fi>r  the  fake  of  his  own  honou;'  ai^d  ^hara£lelr, 
ifhehinpfelf  had  not  been  too  deeply  impli- 
cated in  the  bufinefs,  by  having  ferioufly 
aflented  to  this  infamous  fcheme  of  aflfafli- 
nation. 

Ths  Irifli  proteftanty  in  general  were  mxich. 
diflad§fied  with  the  terms  granted  by  Ginkk; 
to  the  catholics.  They  complained  that  they 
who  had  fuffered  for  their  loyalty  to  Williaoi 
were  difregarded,  while  their  enemies  were. 
not  only  pardoned,  but  even  indulged,  fince; 
they  wer^  ^llowed  the  honours  of  war,  and 
permitted  to  tranfport  themfelves  into  foreign 
countries.  But  the  event  proved  that  Ginkle 
was  right  in  granting  fuch  favourable  terms, 
as  the  arrival  of  the  French  fle^t  would  have 
^en  the  means  of  railing  the  fiege  of  limcL- 
ri<;k,  and  have  added  freih  vigour  and  fpii^t 
to  the  Irifh  catholics.    After  the  capitulation 
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LiBierick  fofflteen  Aoafaod  catholics  fun- 
▼eycd  thcmfiflpcs  beyond  the  feas,.  preferring 
to  abandon  th^ir  native  couptryfor  ever,  and 
to  become  the  fobjcfls  of  a  foreign  ppw^, 
rather  than  relinquifh  the  fall  exercife  of  tjreir 
religion,  and  the  intereft  of  their  exiled  and 
unfortunate  fovereign, 

» 

Such  of  the  catholic  troc^  as  remained  at 
Limerick  on  the  rs^tifi cation  of  the  articles  of 
capitulatioq,  embarked  under  convoy  of  the 
French  fleet  for  France;  Lewis  XIV.  had 
given  orders  for  their  being  new  cloathed, 
and  put  into  comfonable  quarters.  Thus 
James  endeavoured  to  footh  himfelf,  and 
them,  for  their  difappointments  and  ill  fuccefi 
hi  Ireland. 

On  the  other  hand,  William  conferred 
marks  of  honour  and  efieem  on  his  friends, 
but  even  in  this  he  could  not  dived  himfelf 
ofmanifeft  tokens  of  partiality  to  foreigner^, 
ivhtch  were  extremely  difgufting  to  the 
Englilh  nation.  However  William  found 
the  £ngli(h  in  general  well  pleafed  with  the 
l^qdion.  of  Ireland ,  but  his  want  of  atten- 

tlOflt 
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fliould.  attach  tbemfelves  to  the  caufe  of 
James^  who  ^was  apt  only  their  lawful  fove- 
reign^  but  a  catholic  priuce,  therefore  no  can* 
did  or  judicious  perfon  will  either  ftigmatize 
the  catholics  of  thofe  days  with  the  names  of 
traitors  or  rebels,  as  their  loyalty  to  James  lead 
to  all  i,heir  misfortunes. 

,  HowEVKK,  the  proceedings  in  Ireland^  at  this 
critical  period,  tend  to  prove  demonftratively, 
that  of  all  animofity  and. hatred,  the  religious 
is  the  moil  lading  and  violent,  and  produ&ive 
of  the  moft  direful  and  pernicious  conre- 
quences  to  the  parties  theipfelves,  and  the 
welfare  of  their  country.  That  the  conteited 
claims  of  princes  induce  the  moft  terrible  evi}s 
that  can  befal  any  nation,  is  a  maxim  which  can 
never  be  too  forcibly  inculcated,  though  it 
feems  to  be  often  negle£led  of  mifconceived^ 
and  notwithandiDg  England,  Ireland  and 
Scotland,  have  fo  often  fuffered,  and  been 
fluped  by  ambitious  and  defigning  men,  and 
fuch  there  always  are,  ^\io  take  advantage  of, 
and  pretend  to  be  a£l;qated  by  religious  or  par- 
ty aeaL  However  William,  under  \^\\  thefe 
difadvantages  kept  the  diadem  he  had  obtained^ 
f nd  artfully  devifed  means  to  eftablifh  what 
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force  could  not  cffcfi,.  The  .ckyof  Liioerick 
having  been  furreQdered/  anfl  the«  warsi  of 
frelaud  by  that  means  concluded*  he  at  length 
became  matter  of  three  kingdoms  ;  a  remark* 
able  aera  in  the  annab  of  our  country. . 

♦         '         •        '     - 

Bxpo&x  we  .proceed  farther  wkh  the  afiaira 
of  Ireland,  it  becomes  neceOary  to  advert  to. 
the  plot,  that  was  formed  in  England  to  dfr* 
prive  William  ^i  his  three  kingdoms' at  once  . 
and  to  reilore  the  exiled  prince  to  the  poi&fli<Hi 
of  them. 

The  king  of  France,  fenfible  of  the  great 
advantage  he  fhould  derive  from  dethroning 
William,  determined  now  in  eameil  tokec^ 
the  promife  he  had  made  to  James,  of  en* 
deavouring  to  land  him  inJEn^land  at  the* 
head  of  a  liarge  body  of  forces,  that  he 
might  ivail  himieif  of  the  difcoments  which 
then  exifted  there*  James  wrote  to  fome  of • 
the  members  of  the  privy  council,  and  others 
makii^  liberal  offers,  and  many  perfonii 
of  diftin&ion  were  prevailed  on  to  adopt  a 
plan  propofcd  for  reftoring  hinu 
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The  offiwrs  wojpe  mwh  4Kpleafe(t  ar  t^^^ 
promotion  of  foreigners  aaicSog  them*  The' 
feamen  ia  geokrat  rt?i;aiiied  Jm  afieeUoa  fui* ' 
their  exiled  king^,  who  bad  been  often  among 
them,  and  alu^ys  proud  of  diftingmifhing 
himfclf  as  their  friend.  The  Irifh  protectants 
\iere  difiatisBed  with  the  tnrMy  «f  limerick^ 
while  the  Highlaaders  were  inlcetifed  beyond 
meafure  at  the  part  ^hey  well  knew  Wtfliam 
had  in  the  niurder  of  Glenico  j  'and  the  peo- 
ple of  all  the  three  kingdoms  complained 
loudly  of  enormous  taxes  and  the  extrava^ 
gant  expenditure  of  the  public   money. 

AinnsT  thefe  grievances,  which  no  doub( 
were  much  exaggerated  by  prejudices  and 
per£otxal  aniBK>fity»  James  and  Lewis  fiHind 
it  iio  difficuk  matter  to  tamper  with  feme  of 
tlie  leading  perfonages  in  William's  conn* 
lothb  year  169a  James  feat  Golond  BaU 
kdy  and  SackviUe  over  into  England,  -miii 
propier  inftrui^ons  to  dtfcoyer  how  far  thofe 
who  had  formerly  fcrved  him  now  ftood  af* 
foiled  to  his  caufe. 

James  endeavoured  firft  to  work  upon  Lord 
Godolphin  but  that  nobleman  was  very  much 

upon 
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upoa  the  rcferve ;    H«  next  applied  to  Halli- 
fax  i    that  Lord  defired  him  to  let  Godolpbiu 
knotir  his  femiments.    upon  this  it  is    faid 
Godolphio  profefled    his  repentance  of  his 
conoeticHis  with  the  new  King,  and    wrote 
lojairies  accordingly  tellijag  his  majefty,  be 
would,  refign  his  employment  of  firft  Lord  of 
tbe  tre^fujry.   James  in  anfwer  de£rod  |^im 
not  to  doNiny  thing  fo  prcjjudicial  to  his  <kwjx  . 
inters*    Sackville,  on  his  part,  endeavour- . 
ed.  to^  ^in  over  Marlborough,    jvhofe  wife's 
fitter  was  married  to  Lqrd  Tyrgonnel. 

This  nobleman  feem^,  by  a  ftrange  duplici- 
ty, to  have  promifed  iemceshenevei:  meatnttia 
pcrfi^rm, '  and  made  profe0ions  he  nf v$r  f^hrk 
oiifly  thought  oa-    He  nv^s  the  j&rft  .perfon 
who  gav<  James's  fri^ends  in  IreUod  notice  of : 
WiBkm's  defign   of  going  ov«  there,    yet. 
by  an  expedition  ^ifgainft  Cork  ^d  Kinftle^. 
whkh  -rtraa  voluAtsfily  u»dejfiak^&  by  bim» 
be  a£ied  as  n  defperate  enemy  to  his  fotrnv 
niafter's  imereft  ;     white  he  ever  e;xpr^d^ 
feDtinie0ta<>f  lendernef^  for  that  unhappy  mor  * 
narcb,  and  ahray^  kept  t^rm^s.  with.  lHS|>ar-. 
ty.    Mat Iborough  aiow  ontercd  into  engage- 
ments 
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ments  with  SaotvtHe;  and  cvea  w^otc  to 
James  en tre?iting  his  and  the  queen's  forgive- 
nefsfor  his  offences;  and  James  was  like- 
wife  affured  that  the  Princefs  Aune  would 
be  brcmght  back  to  her  duty  by  Lady  Marl- 
borough who  had  acquired .  a  confiderable  in- 
fitience  over  her.  James  granted  all  •  he 
zSsLtdi,  but  ftill  Marlborough  required  moi-e* 
He  defired  that  a  power  in  James's  name 
might  be  granted  him  of  giviug  free  pardon 
to  all  thofe  who  had  oppofed  James's  iotCM 
reft  in  the  lat«  contcft. 

Jam£S  alfo  complied  with  this  reqOeft  }  ofl 
this  occafion  many  played  a  double  part^ 
or  ftbo'd  neuter  in  expeflation  of  the  evem- 
In  great  Britain  and  Ireland  at  this  time  there 
appeared  to  be  three  di(lin£l  parties;  the 
firft  was  attached  to  King  William,  the  fecoad 
to  King  James,  while  the  third,  who  were 
by  many  accounted  the  molt  rational  of  all, 
bad  not  in  fad  fo  itrong  an  attachment  to 
either  of  thefe  three  princes  as  they  had^ 
to  what  they  cpnceived  ought  to  be  the  con^ 
ftitution  of  their  country.  Many  of  thefe 
npw  correfponded  with  James,  not  {o  much 

out 
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ddt  of  regard  for  him,  or  ippit>t)ati6n  of 
Ills  government,  as  from  the  ezpeAation  of 
bringing  an  exiled  monarch  to  make  con- 
ccffions,  which  William  whatever  hfe  had 
|)rofefled  now  feenied  avcrfe  fron;i  yielding 
to,  and  to  deliver  the  king^dom  from  the 
prefent  enormous  burthen  of  taxesi  and  the 
hiinous  profpeft  of  a  civil  wajr  in  future. 

Admirals  Ruflel  and  Carter  offered  their 
fcrvices  to  James,   Though  both  thefe  officers 
were  rigid  fupporters  of  the  liberty  of  the! 
fubjed,  and  for  whith  they  ftrenuoufly  ftood, 
yet  the  dethroned  monarch  alfured  them  he 
kould  conform  to  their  principles.   Princefs 
Ann  having  been  ill  treated  by  hfer  fitter,  was 
prevailed  oh  to  join  this  faftion,  whom  it  was 
expelled  the  majority  of  the  churcH  would 
follow,  as  they  had  been  highly  incenfed  at 
the  cftabiiihment  of  prelbytery  in  Scotland, 
and  the  treatment  of  the  non-juring  prelates 
whom  William  in  hid  anger  had   deprived. 
Df  their  fees,  and  given  them  to  favourite^ 
^f  his  own. 
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The  agent  who  forwarded  thefc  Begocia- 
tions,  was  Captain  Lloyd,  a  rough,  brave. 
Teaman,  ftrongly  attached  to  James,  who  ar- 
dently wiflied  to  promote  hisrefloration. 

Ik  confequence  of  the  communications  of 
this  agent,  the  invafion  of  England  was  de- 
termined to  be  effeftcd  by  a  mighty  power 
from  France,  in  the  fucceeding  fpring,  for 
which  purpofe,  the  French  began  to  equip 
two  fleets,  one  at  ^reft,  and  the  other  at 
Toulon,  both  of  which  when  compleated  and 
united  were  to  be  put  under  the  command 
ofMonCeur  DeTourville.  Twenty  thoufand 
land  forces,  one  half  of  which  were  Iri(h 
were  ordered  down  to  the  coaft  of  Normandy, 
and  all  manner  of  fuitable  preparations  were 
made  for  the  propofed  expedition* 

Jamis's  friends,  both  \jx  England  and 
Scotland,  were  by  no  means  idle ;  Lanca- 
ftiire  Was  provided  with  eight  regiments  of 
horfe  and  foot ;  two  regiments  of  horfe  were 
ready  in  London,  and  many  other  parts  ot  the 
nation  were  equally  inclined  for  infurreAion, 
although  perhaps  not  equally  fumiflied  with 

the 
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tbe  Aibws  of  it.  The  Highlander^  were  too 
inindful  of  the  maflacre  Of  Glenco,  not  to  be 
teady  to  feire  the  fifft  opportunity  6f  ifeveng- 
ing  the  injuries  don^  to  theit  country  *  and  id 
inany  otWpairti  of  that  kingdom,  James  had 
many  ftaunch  friends  who  were  ready  to  rifle 
their  live^  and  ifortunet  for  his  re-eftabli{h« 
ment; 

ill'    '*•'       'i*''-      * 
iRSLAkn,  wnicn  William  had  left  ah  heap 

of  ruins  was  fcarce  conGdered  defenfible  by 

the  lords  juilices.    However  as  this  fcbuntr^ 

Was  not  intended  for  the    fcene  of  adion, 

tbere  ifeemed  to  be  littie  dilngeir  of  thfe  ca* 

tboiics    avowing  their  tormer  fentiments  or 

tonneicibhisi    for,  although  their   afiedtions 

were  not  entirely  detached   from  their  old 

matter,   yet,  however  inclined  they  might  be; 

they  were  by  no  means  in  a  condition  at  pre« 

lent  to  difturb  the  new  government; 

At  this  time,  James  acldrefted  a  Utttr  to 
the  lords  of  council  in  England,  inviting 
thfem  add  many  ladies  of  diftindlion  to  St.  Gets. 
iflains,  where  the  queen  being  pregn^int,  he 
Wiihed  they  might   atttad  in  order  to  r^ 

M  i  lut« 
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futc  t&c  fcandal  of  her  barrcunefsihc  i  alfa 
now  circulated  a  declaration  formed  to  in- 
duce his  former  fubjeds  to  declare  in  bis  fa- 
vour. He  then  informed  them  that  with  the 
alEftance  of  his  ally  the  king  of  France,  he 
would  make  another  effort  for  the  recovery 
of  his  crown^  yet,  notwithftanding  fuch  af- 
fiftance,  he  did  not  mean  to  preclude  his^ 
good  fiibjefts  from  contributing  to  his  refto- 
ration,  and  that  of  their  ancient  conftitution- 
He  gave  them  the  ftrongeft  affurance  that 
the  Prench  troops  in  his  fervicc  fhould  be 
kept  under  the  ftrxaeft  difcipline,  and  fhould 
be  fent  home,  tbe  moment  the  end  for  which 
they  came  would  be  accompIiAiecl.  He  faid^ 
that  on  the  firft  arrival  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange  in  this  kingdom,  he  bad  chofen  ra- 
ther to  rely  on  the  afli&ance  and  fupport  of 
bis  own  countrymen,  than  on  that  of  the  fo- 
rei^  auxiliaries  that  were  fo  liberally  offered 
him;  that  when  he  was  ina  condition  to 
oppofe  force  with  force,  he  had  offered  hi* 
fubjedis  all  reafonable  fatisfa£lion.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  when  afterwards  he  faw  himfelf 
abandoned  and  betrayed  by  his  own  fub- 
jeds j:  his  army,  his  minifters,  anldeyen  hi^ 

Qwa 
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own  family ;  and  when  he  bad  been  forced 
out  of  bis  own  palace  and  compelled  to  uke  re- 
fuge iaFrance,  they  bad  conftrucd  this  his  re- 
treat for  fecurity  into  a  neighbouring  kingdom, 
as  an  abdication  of  his  throne  ;  and  a  con- 
▼cntion  illegally  aflembled,  ttiat  bad  ao  right 
to  alter  the  property,  even  of  the  poorcft  fub- 
jeS,  hac^,  on  that  pretence,  contrived  to  anni- 
bilate  the  foundations  of  the  conftitution. 
He  added,  that  it  was  reafonably  to  be  pre- 
fumed,  that  the  eyes  of  the  nation  were  e'er 
this  fufiiciently  opened  to  the  enormous  ex- 
pences  they  had  recently  incurred,  a  con- 
fideration  of  itfclf  fufficient  to  evince,  that 
the  remedy  was  worfe  than  the  difeafe  ;  he 
t^iihed  them  alfo  to  confider,  that  even 
though  the  ufurpation  ihould  continue  fpr 
bis  natural  life,  yet  his  title  would  furvive  ia 
bis  children,  and  expofe  the  nation  to  thfi 
calamity  and  horrors  of  civil  war. 

On  allthefegroundshe  exhorted  and  entreat- 
ed his  good  fubjeAs  to  repair  to  his  ftan- 
dard,  purfuant  as  he  faid  to  the  tenor  of  their 
oaths  and  bounden  duty;  and  under  femblance 
#f  commanding  thjem  not  to  pay  any  taxes 

for 
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fot  the  fuppo^t  pf*  the  ufurper,  he  proi 
inifed  a.  free  pardon  to  all  foldiers,  u 
well  49  others,  who.  would  dcfert  WU- 
lum*s  fervice,  engaging  that  thejr  (hould  be 
paid  their  arrears,  and  that  the  foreign  troops 
pn  laying  doijirn  their  arms  lhoi|ld  b^  alfo 
paid,  and  fafely  conduced  into  their  refpecr 
tive  countries.  He  protefted,  that  he  would 
maintain  the  cbyf  eh  of  En^Iaod,  $ts  by  law 
eftabliflied,  in  all  its  rights,  though  be  e^- 
prefled  his  intention  of  uiing  his.  influence 
with  parliament,  for  allowing  libe^  of 
confcience  to  all  his  fubjeds.  Jain^s,  fenfible 
that  the  Englilh  were  jealp.u?  pf  their  privelf- 
ges  pf  tr^ide,  took  care  to  obferve  \  that  he  in-i 
tended  tp  reftor^  their  compierce,  by  enforcing 
a  due  obfcrvance  of  the  Navigation  Aft, 
3¥hich  had  pf  late  b^en  moft  fhanjefully  vio- 
lated, that  he  would  ufe  his  beft  exertions  tot 
put  the  navy  on  the  moft  refp^flable  footing, 
and  th^t  he  would  do  every  thing  elfe  to  con* 
tribute  to  the  happincfa  and  grandeur  of  the 
j^glifb  nation.  After  z\\  thefe  offers,  in 
eonclulion,  on  his  pa^t  I^e  declared  himfelf 
jperfeflly  refigned  to  the;  wd^  of  Heaven,  ^t 
the  fame  time  reminding  his  fubjeds,  that 
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fach  of  them  as  (hould  refufe  his  offers  and 
appear,  in  arms  againft  him»  after  having  fo 
hi}lj   communicated  his  intentions  ;  would 
certainly  be  anf  werable  in  the  fight  of  Heaven 
for  all  the  blood  that  in  future  would  be  ihed 
on  the  o^c^o^*    From  many  circumftances, 
it  b  evident,  that  James  promifed  himfelf 
much    from  this   declaration,  and   had   he 
landed  in  England  at  the  time  he  tnade  it,  it 
is  probable  he  would  not  have  been  decei- 
ved; for  how  muchfoever  the  parliament  and 
people   were  difpofed  to   flight  his  remon* 
ftrances,  when  firft  he  quitted  his  kingdom ; 
it  is  evident  from    their  demeanour  after- 
wards, that  the  people  had  in  a  great  meafure 
changed  thdr  minds :  fome  becaufe  they  were 
difappointed  in  their  expe£tations  of  Wil- 
liam's government,  but  a  much  greater  num-^ 
ber  on  account  of  his  partial  diflribution  of 
places  and    honours.    But  what  was  moil 
Angular  in  this  circumftance  was,  that  WiU 
liam  in  general  was  abandoned  by  the  Whigs, 
he  thereupon  threw  himfelf  into  the  arms  df 
the  Tories,    and  perhaps  he  did  not  thinly 
liimfelf  very  fecure  with  either  party.    How- 
ever 
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ever  by  tbe  yigilance^  of  the  minifty  the  effb^tf 
of  James'js  declaration  pfoved  ifflt  a  gfeat 
meafare  abortive. 

pRXPARATiONS  wcyc  making  in  England 
for  the  reception  of  j:he  invaders.  Ordcrsi 
jvere  ilfued  for  all  the  feamen  in  the  kingdom 
f o  offer  thcmfelves  for  the  i^yal  fervice,  on 
pain  of  incurring  pyniflimciit,  if  they  re^ 
fufed ;  and  the  different  Ihips  of  war  thexi 
^broad  were  immediately  ordered  home. 

A  certain  number  of  ihips  were  deftin<id  to 
pbferye  the  enemy's  motions,  and  to  watcl^ 
them  in  their  ports  and  harbours.  The  old  ' 
ihips  were  repaired  and  new  (hips  built,  both 
m  £nglafid  and  Holland,  and  the  command 
of  the  entire  fleet  was  vefted  in  Admiral  Ruf*- 
iel,  notwitbilanding  the  fufpicions  that  had 
arifen  of  his  correfpqndence  with  James,  and 
the  repeated  intimations  that  had  beep  given 
William  of  the  great  dinger  of  committing 
fljch  a  power  into  his  hands.  The  militia 
was  raifed  all  over  England;  ind  papifts  were 
commanded  to  remove  ten  miles  from  the 
ppital,  Scotland  was  put  into  ^  good  ftate  of 

defencp 
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ili/$ievKt,  and  every  c^fibrt  was  ufed  that  could 
pofllbly  tend  to  the  fecurity  of  Great  Britain  ; 
Ireland  alone  was  negledled,  moft  probably 
for  the  reafon  affigned  by  Ddrymple,  namely 
becanie  it  i;iras  deemed  impoflible  to  fecure 
it, 

DuKiMO  thefe  tranfaftions,  the  Englilh 
court  was  making  to  itfelf  enemies  at  the 
deareft  rate  imaginable.  Not  to  mention  the 
imprilbnment  of  Marlborough,  the  grounds 
0f  which  we  have  already  related,  aifd  that 
of  other  noblerac.n,  the  Priiicefs  Anne,  pre- 
fnmptive  heir  to  the  throne,  who  had  waved 
her  right  of  fiicceffion  in  favour  of  her 
brother-in-law,  had  her  guards  taken  from 
her,  :ind  was  loaded  with  every  difgrace  that 
her  lifter  durft,  and  more  than  in  common 
prudence  (he  ought  to  have  cad  upon  her. 
In  (hort  (he  whole  kingdom  was  in  fuch  a 
ferment,  that  had  James  once  landed  in  fng-- 
land  at  the  head  of  his  allies,  there  is  little 
doubt  but  he  w^oiild  be  reftored  to  the  crown, 
while  William  was  abroad  wafting  the  blood 
pf  his  Englifti  fubje£ls  in  thofe  wars,  in  which 
potliing  but  their  conneflions  with  him  could 

poffibly 
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poflTibly  have  engaged  tbem.  IJowever^a 
variety  of  accidents  completely  prevented 
James  from  ever  making  the  attempt.  The 
Englifli  much  alarmed,  had  made  prepara- 
tions in  proportion  to  the  danger,  and  their 
fleet  being  joined  by  the  Dutch,  they  found 
themfelves  iu  a  condition  to  meet  the  ene- 
my. 

On  the,  19th  of  May,  in  the  year  1692,  thefc 
two  great  naval  armaments  met.  Tourvillc 
was  inferior  to  the  combined  fleets  in  the  pro- 
portion of  fifty  to  ninety  nine,  yet  refolving 
;o  flrain  every  nerve  on  the  occafion,  he  bore 
down  with  great  boldnefs  on  the  enemy. 
The  two  Admiral's  Ihips  meeting,  a  bloody 
engagement  enfued,  which  lafted  for  an  hour 
and  an  half,  until  at  length  Tourvilk's  fhip' 
wa^  fo  much  damaged  as  obliged  her  to  be 
towed  off,  whilft  feveral  other  French  fhips 
clofed  in  to  favour  the  retreatr  It  was  now 
that  the  Englifh  force  prevailed,  it  was  now 
that  the  French  admiral  was  fenfible  of  his 
temerity,,  in  coming  to  an  Engagement  he 
might  have  avoided^  and  which  was  contrary 
to  the  opimion  of  his  mofl  experienced  o£. 
^cers. 

l^rvaKTHSLBSg 
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Meverthxlk^s  the  z&ioh  continued  all 
the  day,  the  Freach  maintained  a,  rupoing 
£gbt  during  the  afternoon ;  ai)d  at  night  the 
£nglilh,  Dutch  and  French  lUeeis  anchored 
clofe  to  each  other  off  the  coaft  of  France. 
The  next  mofningthe  French  having  fuftained 
a  coniiderable  damage,  four  (hip$  were  blown 
up,  and  many  others  having  deferted  them, 
fled  along  ^ their  own  coaft«,  purfuedbythe 
Englilh  and  putch.  .Tourville's  (hip  and 
two  others  took  refuge  at  Cherbourg,  eighteen 
others  followed  their  example  near  La-Hogue ; 
and  feveral  more  efcaped  through  the  race  of 
Aldcrney. 

A.  D.  1602.  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^y^  R^ff^l  PK- 
pared  ^o  deftroy  fuch  of  the 
enemy's  ihips  as  had  run  a-ground,  whila 
the  French  on  the  other  hand,  whofe  army 
was  drawn  up  on  the  Ihore,  raifed  up  plat*, 
forms  mounted  with  artillery,  and  ufed  every 
poflible  means  to  defend  them  ;  excepting  that 
they  had  not  followed  the  judicious  advic^ 
giv.cn  by  king  James,  who  was  prefent,  which 
wa«,  to  put  a  number  of  regiments  on  board 
fhc  v^flels  that  run  on  Ihore ;  an  expedient 
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that  would  have  proved  moft  likely  to  have 
preferved  them  from  the  fury  of  the  EDglifli, 
w1i3  «zcitdd  by  a  fpirit  of  revenge,  equal  to 
their  former  fears,  prevailed  fo  far  as  to  re^ 
duce  the  moft  of  them  toaftxes. 

The  exiled  king  had  tTie  mortification  to 
fee  them  deftroyed,  and  with  them  the  bcft 
hopes  of  his  teftoration.  fter  this,  James 
retired  to  the  mpnaftery  of  La  Trappe,  and 
the  Eftglifti  on  their  return  to  their  country, 
were  received  with  all  the  applaufe^  and  re- 
ward,  which  the  government  conceived  to 
be  fo  juftly  due  to  men,  who  had  attained  fo 
important  a  viftory. 

NpTwrTHSTANDiNG  this  defeat,  many  at- 
tempts were  afterwards  made  to  reinftate  this 
unfortunate  fapiily,  both  by  their  adherents 
at  home,  and  their  friepds  abroad,  but  all 
proved  abortive,  and  the  fucc^ffion  was  firm- 
ly cftablilhed  in  the  proteftapt  Uiie.upon  re- 
volution principles. 

Soift  may  here  remark  that  it  was  extraor^ 
dinary  that  the  admirals  Ruflel  and  Carter, 
whom  we  have  mentioned  as  holding  a  cor-^ 

refpopdence 
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refpondtnce  with  Janies  Chould  fo  i^eAually 

contribxiie  to  the  deftruftion  of  the  fleet  of 

Ids  allies;  this,  combined  with  other  circum- 

ftances,    has   occafioned    fome    hiftoriaos  to 

conclade,  that  their  correfpondeace  with  James 

was  known  to  William,  and   countenanced 

by  kim,  in  order  to  become  poQHIbd  of  his 

rivars  fecrets,  however,  we  do  not  find  that  the 

proofs  are  fufficient  to  fandiion  fuch  a  con- 

duflon.  ^# 

RussxL    probably   joined    the     malecon* 

tents,  whofe  example  Garter  followed,   partly 

becaufe  he  was  diflatisfied  with  feme   of  WilV  - 

liams's    conduA,    and   partly    becaufe     be ' 

thought  it  likely  that  the  nation  might  prpr 

cure  better  terms  by  the  reftor^tion   of  an 

exiled  prince,  than  they  could  expeft  by  fupr 

poning  one  already  on  the  throne.    Moreover, 

in    the    midft  of  his    corfefpondence  with 

James,  he  repeatedly  cautioned  that  unfor*, 

tunate  monarch  to  prevent  the  Engliih  atid 

the  French  fleetmecting  in  an  hoftile  manner^ 

declaring  that  if  they  did,  he  would  confider 

it  his  duty  to  fire  upon  the  firft  French  fhip» 

even  though  hefhouldfce  James  himfelf  on 

the  quarter-deck.;  at  the  lame  time^  to  evince 

the 
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ihc  fincerity  of  his  promifes,  he  proposed 
tb^t  James  ihould  delay  the  meditated  inva* 
fioiii  and  efied  it  in  his  abfence,  on  which 
account,  Ruflel*  abfolutely  aiked  leave  of 
the  Englifh  government  to  make  a  defcent 
upon  the  coaft  of  France.  But  James  con«- 
ccaled  thefe  intimations  of  Admiral  Rude! 
from  Mon.  Dc  Tourville.  • 

TouRviLLE  was  well  informed  that  a 
corrpfpondence  was  carried  on  between  James 
and  Ruflel,  yet  he  was  ignorant  of  thofe  fen-* 
timents  Ruflel  had  communicated  to  James ; 
wherdbre  he  boldly  bore  down  on  the  £q« 
g:li(h  fleet,  imagining  probably,  that  his 
inferiority  in  point  of  numbers,  would  be 
outbalanced  by  his  chance  of  being  favour- 
ed by  the  Britilh  admiral  and  many  of  his 
captains.  But  Ruflel  ading  upon  the  prin- 
ciples already  recited,  fruftratedall  his  de- 
figns,  and  with  a  fleet  {o  much  fuperior 
obtained  a  complete  and  abfolute  viAory^ 
Ruflel  received  fucfa  compliinemt  andof  fo 
flattering  a  nature  on  this  viAory^  that  he  be- 
came for  ever  attatched  to  William,  who  per- 
haps prudently  overlooked  his  intended  de-*- 

fcflionf 
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fedioD,  when  he  coufidered  how  much  he  re- 
quired hid  prefent  fjriendfliip.    Indeed  it  ap- 
pears fcarcely  probable  that  William  counter 
nanced  the  correfpondence  carried  on  with 
Jame8>  for  although  this   mode  was  by  D9 
means  unnatural  to  that  artful  and  fubtle  mo- 
narch, yet  the  concern   the  court  expreffed, 
the  many  perfons  of  diftlnAion  that  were  feia- 
ed,  the  numerous  precautions  taken,  and  even 
the  unconfiitutional  authority  exerted  at  this 
jun£lure»  may  fully  incline  uato  conclude,  that 
William  was    not  privy  to  fuch   correfpon- 
dence, though  it  is  poflible  that  when  all  was 
over,  NyilUam  afie£led  a  myflerious  knowledge 
of  many  matters  he  was  really  ignorant  of. 

HowxvxR  thefe  thipgs  were,  it  is  certain  the 
intended  invalion  filled  the  kingdom  with 
fears  and  apprehenfions,  of  which  the  court 
itfelf  largely  panook.  But  it  ever  was  the 
mode  of  the  Englifh  to  rife  fuperior  to  paft 
misfortunes  ;  fo  when  this  fiorm  was  blown 
over*  every  man  perfuaded  himfelf  that  he 
was  not  frightened  nor  difmayed.  With  the 
fiiilure  of  this  invafion,  expired  the  rational 
hop^  of  the  Irlfh  catholics.    They  therefore 

fubmitted 
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fubiturtted  to  a  governmei^t  they  bated,  imd 
gave  William  no  further  difturbaoce  during 
the  remainder  of  his.  reign.  When  James's 
attempts  for  the  recovery  ofthe  crown  of  his 
anceftors  had  been  defeated)  he  led  a  life  of 
piety  and  peace,  and  at  length  on  the  i6th  day 
of  September,  in  the  year    1700  expired  at 

St,  Germains. 

A  D f?  o  ^^  Wslaft  iUnef3,.  he  conjured 
his  fon  to  prefer  the  confideratiou 
of  religion  even  to  that  of  a  throne^  He  de-^ 
clared  he  moft  fincerely  forgave  the  Prince  of 
Orange  and  all  his  enemies.  He  died  with 
evident  marks  of  relignation  and  was  interred 
at  his  own  requeft,  without  any  funeral  fo* 
lemnity,  in  the  church  of  the  Englilh  bwedic« 
tines  at  Paris. 

Thus  died  a  prince  who  by  hU  own  \.tmt^ 
rity  and  blind  zeal,  loft  a  crown,  which  he 
was  born  to  inherit,  and  which,  had  he  pur-^ 
fued  the  dilates  of  found  policy,  he  might 
have  worn  unmolefted  to  his  death,  and  rc- 
fignedto  his  fucceflbr  in  peace.  Inftead  of 
which  he  bequeathed  to  his  dcfcendants  the 

Ihattered 
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Ihattered  turns  of  unfupported  royalty,  and  to 
his  people,  the  dreadful  confequencei  of  a  dif- 
puted  titlci  Which  more  than  once  involved 
them  in  inteftine  diflfentions,  and  thcterrorA' 
of  civil  war. 

^   jj         J  Ih  fine,   though  Jamais  was   i 

bad  prince,  when  we    confider 

him  as  ireigning  over  a  free  nation,  yet  he 

feems  to  have  poflefled  many  o^the  qualities 

of  a  good  man,  when  we  view  him  only  as 

An  individual  in   thci  private  walks  of  life* 

William  did  not  long  furvive  him  :   his  con* 

ftitution  being  much  exhauiled ;  by  the  advice 

of  his  phyfician^  he  accuftomed  himfelf  to 

ftequent  exetcifd  on  horfe-back  ;  and  on  the 

lift  of  February,  as  he  was  riding  from  Hamp- 

ton  Court,  to  Kenfington,  his  horfe  fell  under 

him,  and  his  collar-bone  having  received  si 

fradufe  by  the  violence  of  the  fall,    his  at-^ 

tendantft    conveyed  him  to  Mamptbn  Court, 

ivbsjpe  th*  frafihirc  was  reduced  by  his  futgeon. 

tn-  the  evening,  as  he  Returned  in  his  coach  to 

Kenfix^on,  the  ^nds  of  the  fra£lured  bone 

having   beeh     difuiiited    by   the  jolting.  <yf 

tbe    carriage     were  again  Replaced  by   his 

pbyficfaa 
Vol-  L  a  ^  ^ 


178  A  View  oflrijb  Affairs 

phjrfician.  On  the  fourth  of  March,  William 
was  fo  far  recoverd  as  tobe  able  to  walk  intbt 
gallery  at  Kenfington.  But  fitting  in  a  coach, 
he  fell  afleep,  and  was  afterwards  feized  with 
a  fever.  On  the  fixth  he  was  fo  weak,  that 
be  could  not  write,  and  was  obliged  to  ufe  a 
ftamp  to  the  bills  brought  for  his  aflfent,  and 
two  days  afterwards  expired  in  the  fifty  fe- 
cond  year  of  his  age,  having  furvivcd  his 
queen  fcvcn  years,  and  being  himfclf  furvi* 
ved  by  his  favourite  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

WitLiAM,  was  a  prince  of  great  cold  nefs 
and  referve,    an  utter  ftranger  to  the  warmer 
paffions  and  never  animated  but  in  the  field. 
He  was  pafticularly  devoted  to  the  intereft  of 
Holland)  and  was  the  firft  king  that  ever  abfo- 
iutely  implicated  England  in  continental  con* 
nexions.    He  devifed  the  fiinding    fcheme^ 
and  confequently  became  the  patron  of  ftock 
jobbers.    He  was  generally  thought  to  have 
facrificed  all  delicacy  and  honour,  by  mount- 
ing without   fcruple  the  throne  of  hit  father- 
in*law,    and  accepting    a  crown    which  En- 
gland at  firft  never  defigned  to  have  conferred 
on  him.    On  the    whole,    whatfoever  were 

hift 
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liis  good  qualities,  they  were 'not  fufEiiieiu  t6 
render  him  eafyasa  kmg,  nor  his   fubje^s 
coUeaively  happy  as  a  people.    Party  animo- 
fities  ia  his  reign  were  carried  to  the  moil  ex- 
travagant lengths  in  great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  both  nations  were  more  than  once  on  the 
verge  of  annihilation.    At  his  death  he  left 
his  dominions  involved  in  fears  and  doubts 
which  the  nature  of  the  fucceflipn,  however 
apparendy  fatisfaftory  to  all  parties^  was  by 
no  means  equal  to  remove; 

The  conftitution  of  England,  in  this  reign, 
had  AfTumed  indeed  a  new  afped.  The  max- 
im ^hereditary,  indefeaiible  right  was  at 
length  laid  afide  by  a  free  parliament.  The 
power  of  the  crown  was  declared  to  be  de-. 
rived  from  no  other  fountain  than  that  of 
a  comra£l  i;irith  the  people. 

Alleoiamgi  and  proteAion,  were  declared 
reciprocal  ties,  and  iufeparably  linked  to  each 
other.  The  reprefentatives  of  the  nation 
made  a  formal  demand  of  a  declarationr  of 
rights  in  behalf  of  their  conftituents ;  as  Wil- 
liam III.  afcended  the  throne  rn  confequence 
N  a,  ,      of 
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of  an  cxprefs  capitulation  with  the  people- 
Yet  on  this  occafioa  the ,  zeal  of  parliament 
towards  the  Prince  of  Orange  feems  to  have 
fupcrfeded  their  attachment  to  their  own  liber- 
tjr  and  privileges  ;  or  atleaft  they  neglefted  the 
faireft  opponunity  that  ever  occured,  to  re- 
trench thofe  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  to 
wMch  all  the  Mate  and  former  calamities  of 
the  nation  were  afcribed.  The  new  monarch 
retained  the  old  regal  power  over  parliament, 
in  its  full  extent.  He  was  left  at  liberty  to 
convoke,  adjourn,  prorogue  and  diflblve  theni 
at  pleafure.  He  poflcffed  the  right  of  chufing 
his  own  council ;  of  nominating  all  the  great 
officers  of  (late,  and  of  thehoufehold  of  the 
army,  t^e  navy,  and  the  church.  He  referved 
the  abfolute  command  of  the  m^itia  r  fo  that, 
he  remained  mailer  of  all  the  inflruments  and 
engines  of  coiruption  and  violence  ;  without 
apy  other  reftraint  than  his  own  moderation 
and  prudent  regard  to  the  claim  of  rights, 
and  principle  of  refinance,  on  which  the  re- 
volution was  founded.  In  fine,  the  fettlement 
w^  concluded  with  evident  marks  of  preci- 
pitation, before  the  plan  had  been  fully  di- 
gefted  and  matured ;  and  this  will  be  the  cafe  ia 

every 
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'every  cftabliflimcnt  formed  upon  a  ruddcn 
emergency  in  the  teeth  of  oppofition,;  ' -And 
although  the  revolution  proceeded  from  a 
republican  fpirit,  yet  the  feulennent  was  btiik 
upoA  Tory  principles ;  for  the  ezecutidn  of 
William's  government  continued  ftHl  inde- 
pendent of  his  commiflion^  while  bis  ownpoK 
fon  remaind  &9red  and  inviolable  c  thus  iit 
governed  jure  drvinq  though  he  was  ereateil 
jure  hunumo.  , 

T^x  convention  parliament  had  reoelUife 
to  an  expedient  to  give  that  legal  fan^eo  to 
their  proceedings  whkh  was  fuppofedito  be 
wanting^  as  the  convention  had  not  beeQ;c0n- 
vened  by  the  king's  writ  of  fummon8,:,t}i^ 
therefore  determined  that  the  Prince  of  Orange^ 
by  virtue  of  his  own  authority  Ihould  change 
the  convention  into  a  parliament,  by  going,  to 
the  houfe  of  Peers,  with  the  ufual  ftaiQ  o|  a 
ibvereign,  and  pronouncing  a  fpeech  from 
the  throne  to  both  houfes. 

This  expedient  was  accordingly  put  into 
pra£liee  :  but  it  was  an  experiment  attended 
ydth  an  infurmountable  abfurdity* 

1^3  If 
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If  ibc  majority  of  thc^  convcntioa  coul4 
pot  grant  a  legal  fandlion  to  the  cftabliftiment 
tbey  had  made,  they  never  could  inveft  the 
Prince  of  Orange  with  a  juft  right  toafecnd 
the  throne  j  for  they  could  not  give  what  they 
did  not  poflcfe.      And  if  he  afcended   the 
throne,  without  a  juft  title,  he  could  h;>ve  no 
Vight  to  fanAify  that  affembly,  who  under 
fuch  circuniftances  raifed  him  to  fuch  ele- 
vation.   When  the  people  were  obliged  by. 
tyranny,  or  other  accidents,  to  have  rccourfe 
to  t!he  firft  principles  of  fociety,  namely,  their 
own  prefcrvation  in  elefting  a  new  fovercign; 
it  will  deferve  confideration,   whether  that 
chdice  was  to  be  effefied  by  the  majority  of  a 
^Wiam'ent  which  had  been  diffolved ;  indeed 
.by    any    parliament  whatfocvcr,  or  by  the 
body  of  the  nation  affembled  in  communities 
to  fignify  their  affent  or  diflent  to  the  perfon 
propofed  as  their  fovereign. 

This  kind  of  elcQion  might  be  attended 
with  great  inconvenience  and  difficulty,  but 
th^fe  cannot  poffibly  be  avoided,  when  the 
conRitution  is  diffolved,  by  fetting  afide  the 
lineal  fuccefficn  to  the  crown.  The  confli-, 
•*       '  t^tion 
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tution  is  founded  on  a  parliament  compofed 
of  king,  lords^  and  commons;  but  when  there 
is  no  longer  a  king,  the  parliament  is  defedive, 
and  the  conftitution  impaired.  The  com* 
mons  are  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people^ 
czprefsly  chofen  to  maintain  the  conftitution 
in  church  and  ftate;  and  fworn  to  fupport 
the  rights  of  the  crown,  as  well  as  the  liberties 
of  the  people :  but  though  they  are  eleded  to 
maintain^  they  have  no  power  to  alter  the  con* 
ftitution.  When  the  king  forfeits  the  alle- 
giance of  his  fubje£b,  and  it  becomes  necefiary. 
to  dethrone  him ;  the  poyv^er  of  fo  doing  can- 
not pofiibly  refide  in  the  reprefentatives  who 
are  chofen  under  certain  limitations,  for  the 
purpofes  of  a  legiflature,  which  no  longer  ex* 
ifts;  their  power  isofcourfe  at  an  end,  and  they 
are  reduced  to  a  level  with  other  individuals 
who  conftitute  the  cbmmunity.  The  right  of 
altering  the  conftitution,  therefore,  or  of  de- 
viating from  the  eftabliftied  pradice  of  iu< 
heritance,  in  regard  to  the  fucceflion  of  the 
crown  is  inherent  in  the  body  of  the  people, 
and  (every  individual  has  an  equal  right  to 
liis  ihare  in  the  general  determination; 
whether  his  opinion  be  fignified  vrvif  voce  or 
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^yy  a  reprefemative,  whoiq  he  appoiou  ati4 
iDftrudb  for  the  purpofc.  It  may  be  fuggeftr 
ed  that  the  Prince  of  Orange  wa^  ra^fpl  tQ 
thethrooe  wUhqut  any  convulfiou^  of  any. 
fuch  difficulties  and  inconveniences  aa  we 
^ave  affirmed  to  be  thp  neceflary  confequeiuce 
pf  a  meafur^  of  that  kind.  To  this  remark  wc 
anfwcr^  that  fincethe  revolution,  thefe  king: 
doms  have  been  divided,  and  harrafled  by 
violent  and  implacable  fa£lions,  that  eagerly 
fe^k  the  deftru  Aion  of  each  other ;  that  tjbey 
have  been  expofed  to  plots,  confpiracies,  infur- 
gre£lions  civil  wars  and  fucceflive  rebelUons, 
which  have  not  been  quelled  or  defeated  with- 
out vaft  eSufion  of  blood,  infinite  mifchief,  ca- 
lamity and  ezpence  to  the  nation  :  that  they 
Were  fubjeAed  to  all  thofe  alarms  and  dangerf 
which  are  engendered  by  a  difputed  title  to  the 
throne ;  and  the  effbru  of  an  ajrtfiil  pf etender ; 
that  they  are  necdiarily  wedded  to  the  affairs 
of  the  continent,  and  their  intereft  facrificed 
to  foreign  connections^  from  which  they  can 
Mever  be  difengaged.  Perhaps  all  thefe  calami* 
ties  might  have  been  prevented  \>y  the  interpo* 
fition  of  the  Prince  of  Orange.  Jatnes,  with^ 
out  forfeiting  the  crown,  might  have  been 

lai4 
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laid  under  fuch  reftridious  as  would  put  it 
out  of  his  power  to  tyr^mnize  over  his  fub*- 
jeds,  either  in  fpirituals  or  temporals.  The 
power  of  the  miHiia  might  have  been  veiled 
in  the  two  faoufes  of  parllainent^  as  well  as 
the  noteinadon  ^oF  perfons  to  fill  the  great 
offices  of  the  chnrch  and  fiate^  and  fuperin- 
tend  iheoeconomy  of  the  adminiftration,  in 
the  application  of  the  public  money;  a  law 
might  have  pafled  for  annual  parliaments,  and 
the  king  might  have  been  deprived  of  his 
power  to  convoke,  adjourn,  prorogue,  and 
^iflfolve  ;hem  at  pleafure. 

Had  thefe  n^eafures  been  taken,  the  king 
nmft  have  been  abfolutely  difabled  from  em- 
ploying either  force,  or  corruption  in  the 
profecution  of  arbitrary  defigns,  and  the 
people  would  have  been  fairly  reprefented  in 
a  rotation  of  parliaments,  whofe  power  and 
influence  would  have  been,  but  of  one  year's 
CQutinuance, 
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Acceffion  of  the  Princefs  Anne. — Greai  Dif- 
contents  m  Ire/and.-^-The  pojlure  of  Affairs 
in  England, ^^The  trial  of  Sacheverel.^^ 
Death  of  Qjieen  Anne. 

A  D  IT  A  NNE,  Pnncefs  of  Denmark 
jLJl  fucc^eded  William  in  the 
fovercignty,  which  in  many  rcfpefts  was 
more  limited  than  formerly,  and  yet  was  not 
altogether  fuch  as  the  Whigs  could  have 
wiflied ;  however  all  parties  feemed  to  rejoice 
>t  her  fucceflion,  the  Whigs,  as  they  ezpeded 
new  fucceffions  from  a  new  fovereign,  the 
Tories  becaufe  they  entertained  great  hop^s 
from  a  princefs  who  was  a  favourer  of  monar-* 
chy,and  an  avowed  defender  of  the  church,  a 
daughter  of  king  James  IL  and  unenfiav^d 
to  Dutch  or  Germanic  connexions  or  alli- 
•nces. 

The  moderate  party  derived  their  fatisfac- 
tion  from  a  more  rational  fource,  for  they 
anticipated  in  their  minds  the  glories  of  a 
reign,  which  as  yet  ftands  almoft  unrivalled  in 

th€ 
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tbeBritiih  annals.  Anne  therefore  afccndcd  the 
throne,  aniidft  the  acclamaiions  of  her   fub- 
je£is,  who  were  difpofed  to  believe  her,  when 
Ihc  told  them  from  the  throne,  that  there  was 
nothing  which  they  could  expeft,  or  deiire 
from  her,  that  (he  would  not  be  ready  to  do 
for   their  profperity  and  happinefs.     In  the 
year   1 703,    great  difcontents  broke  out  in 
Ireland,  which  were  principally  owing  to  the 
conduft  of  the  truftees  for  the  forfeited  eftates* 
The  Duke  of  Ormond  opened  the  parliament, 
which  was  compofed  of  men  inimical  to   the 
catholics,  and  ignobly  attached  to  their  own 
private  interefts,  which  they  attempted  to  fup. 
pon  at  the  expence  of  the  conftitution,  and 
the  independence    of    the  country.     In  the 
fpecch  which  he  delivered  from  the  throne, 
he  aflured  the  members  of  his  warm  attach- 
ment to  his  nadve  land.     But  in  their  addrefll 
cs  to  the  queen  and  Duke  of  Ormond,  they 
complained  that  they  had  been  >mifreprefented 
as,  being  defirous  to  render  Ireland  indepen^ 
dant  of  England,  and  to  vindicate  themftlves 
from  an  afperfion  which  tbey  faxd,  could  only 
attach   itfclf  to  the  caihcjjics,  they  declared 
that  they  held  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  to  be 

dependant 
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dependant  on  the  imperial  crown  of  England^ 
This  declaration  however  incozdpatible  with 
truth  and  fa£l,  was  no  doubt  congenial  to 
adventurers,  who  cotifidered  only  bow  they 
cQuld  beft  fecure  their  late  acquired  proper- 
ties, which  they  thought  cou]id  never  be  effec- 
tually done,  without  overtuifninjg  th^  uo« 
doubted  independence  of  Ireland. 

XflKY  alfo  refolved  that  the  proteftant  free- 
holders  had  been  falfely  and '  malicioufly 
traduced  in  a  book,  intitled,  the  report  of  the 
commiflioners,  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
Iri(h  forfeitures,  and  they  farther  refolved, 
that  Francis  Airiley,  John  Trenchard,  Henry 
Longford  and  James  Hamilton,  the  authors 
of  that  book,  had  fcandaloufly  and  malicioufly 
mifreprefented  and  traduced  the  proteftant 
freeholders  of  Ireland,  and  had  endeavoured 
to  create  mifconceptton  and  jealoufly  between 
the  people  of  England  and  the  proteftants  of 
Ireland-  Ii)  confequence  of  this,  Mr.  Anfley 
was  expelled  the  houfe ;  as  for  Hamilton  he 
was  dead,  and  iTrenchard  retired  to  Englaad. 
The  commiffioners  had  finiftied  the  enquiry 
relative  to  the    forfeitures,  prevjous  to  the 

pcetwy 


Since  the  Revolution.  189 

meeting  of  parliament,  and  fold  at  under 
value  the  bell  of  the  forfeited  eftates,  to  a 
company  in  England.  The  parliament  neg- 
leded  a  petition  of  this  company,  praying  to 
be  enabled  to  make  conveyance  of  lands  in 
Ireland,  and  John  Afgill  their  agent,  being  a 
member,  was  expelled,  who  had  offered  to 
lend  money  on  the-  public  credit,  provided 
an  a£l  was  made  to  confirm  and  eftabliih  the 
company's  purchafe.  The  Irilh  parliament 
^  then  proceeded  to  enumerate  the  grievances 
of  the  kingdom,  they  ftated  the  conflitution 
of  Ireland  had  of  late  been  much  ihook,  and 
that  their  lives,  liberties  and  properties  had 
been  called  in  queftion,  and  tried  in  a  man- 
ner unknown  to  their  ancellors  ;  afierting  at 
the  fame  time,  that  they  had  been  put  to  an 
unneceflary  expencc  by  the  truftees  of  the 
forfeited  eftates,  that  exceeded  in  value  the 
current  cafti  of  the  nation.  That  their  trade 
was  decayed,  and  that  their  man\ifaflures 
particularly  the  woollen  had  been  completely 
ruined  by  king  William,  in  favour  of  the 
Britifli  manufaftures. 


After 
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After  dating^  thefe,  and  many  other  grie- 
vances from  which  they  prayed  relief,  they 
*  voted  the  neceflary  fupplies,  with  a  large 
fum  of  money,  to  make  good  former  defi- 
ciencies. Neverthelefs  they  continued  to 
make  a  ftrift  fcrutiny  into  many  public  abufes  ; 
and  among  the  reft,  they  difcovered  a  falfe 
charge  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  upoa 
the  public.  They  voted  a  provifion  for  half- 
pay  officers,  and  abolifhed  as  many  penfions 
as  amounted  to  more  than  fixteen  thoufand 
pounds  a  year. 

ThkV  paflfed  an  aft  for  fettling  the  fucceflion 
to  the  crown  as  in  England,  and  a  mo(i  fevero 
one  againil  catholics,  ftill  more  rigid  than  that 
which  had  been  enaded  in  England  againll 
them.  By  thisadl  it  was  ordained,  amongft 
other  things,  that  all  edates  of  catholics  Ihould 
be  equally  divided  among  the  children,  not- 
withftanding  any  fettlement  to  the  contrary, 
unlefs  the  perfons  to  whom  they  were  otiier- 
wife  devifed,  would  qualify  themfelves  by 
taking  the  oaths,  and  conforming  to  the 
church  of  England. 

How 
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How  far  this  bill  was   confonant  to    the 
conditions  of  Limerick  is  too  obvious  to  re- 
mark ;  however,  it  is  faid,  that  it  was  by  no 
means  agretable  to  the  Englifti  miniftry,  who 
expedled  large  prefents  from  the  Irifti  catholics, 
by  the  rejedlioa  of  it,  and  a  confiderable  fum 
was  aftually  raifed  by  the  catholic^  for  that 
parpofe.    The  bill  was  not  rejedtcd,  but  re- 
turned from  England  with  an  addition  which 
It  was  conceived  the  Irifh  parliament  would 
Bever    accede  to,     as  it  diredly    militated 
againil    the  interefts    of  the  diflenting  pro- 
teftants  who  had  proved  themfelves  their  firm- 
eft  friends.    It  was  this,   that  no  perfon  in 
Ireland  fliould  be  deemed  capable  of  any  em- 
ployment, or  of  being  in  the  magiftracy  in  any 
city  or  town  corporate,  who  did  not  qualify 
bimfelf  by  receiving    the    facrament     pur- 
fuant  to  the  teft  adl  pafled  in  England* 

Athough  this  was  a  great  hardlhip  on  the  dif- 
fenters,  yet  the  Irifli  parliament  facrificed  that 
confideration,  rather  than  aot  humble  the  ca- 
tholics, fo  that  this  illiberal  and  unconfti* 
rational  bill  and  its  amendment  were  receive 
cd  without  fcruple,  and  palled  into  a  law. 

AffTKR 
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AwTis^K  ibis  tiaDfaftioiii  the  Irifii  parlisiment 
proceeded  to  vote,  that  a  work  entitled  Me^ 
moirs  of  the  lafe  King  Jamed  the  Second  "  was 
a  feditious  libel ;"  ordering  it  to  be  burned  by 
the  hands  of  the  common  hangman,  and  the 
bookfeller  and  printer  to  be  profecuted.  A 
member  then  informed  the  hoofe  that  cef  tain 
diforderly  catholic$  had  a(&mbled  in  the  coun* 
ty  of  Limerick,  and  plundered  fome  protef- 
taQts ;  upon  which  they  immediately  in  a  fud** 
den  fit  of  zeal,  refolved  that  the  papifls  of  Ire- 
land, Ilill  retained  hopes  of  the  accel&on  of 
theperfon  known  by  name  and  title  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  in  the  life  time  of  the  late 
king  James,  and  now  by  that  of  James  the 
Third.  They  were  thus  proceeding,  when 
ihey  were  flopped  in  the  midfl  of  their  career, 
and  adjourned  by  the  lord  lieutenant,  again  ft 
whom,  they  all  inveighed  vehemently  on  adopt- 
ing fo  necefTary  and  fo  truly  falutary  a 
meafure. 

In0xkd,  it  feems  evident  that  feverity  was 
^y  no  means  calculated  to  conciliate  the 
catholics,  and  a  feafonable  fhow  of  indulgeoQe> 

though 


Aough  unimportant  in  itfelf,  toigbt  haver  prc^ 
Vientcd  many  ievils,  whicJh  at  times  fo  much 
prevailed: 

Many  Iriih. catholics  have  admitted,  nay 
feven  believed,  that  king  William,  though 
their  great  enemy,  was  truly  and  fmcerely 
difpofed  to  fulfil  the  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
Limerick,  but  the  fame  catholics  mud  here 
confider  every  i-eftriAion  fihcie  that  periods 
impofed  upon  them,  as  infrafiions  of  that 
treaty  which  the  gdvernnient  was  bound  t6 
obferve,  and  alCo  a  direS  invafion  of  tht 
tights  and  liberties  granted  them  under  the 
lame. 

Htii€i  arofe  numerous  contentions  and 
broils,  and  fometimes  even  infurre£iioiis 
nmongthe  populace.  People  who  are  ignorant 
and  unlettered,  caanot  dive  into  the  fecretsof 
cabinets,  nor  comprehend  the  peiicy  of  na- 
tions. Such  people  cannot  tonceive  why  the^ 
fhould  be  reftrifled  by  government  for  follow- 
ing the  worftiip  of  theii'  anceftofs,  and  adhe- 
ring to  a  church  they  have  been  taught  to  be* 
lieve  iiifallible.  They  beheld  the  introduAion 

of 
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of  foreigners  ^niongft  them  with  a  jealous  eye, 
and  confidered  them  as  interlopers  f  they  were 
devoid  of  the  benefits  of  education  ;  without 
arts,  induftry,  commerce,  and  manufa&ures. 
This  being  the  fituation  of  the  populace^  what 
can  be  expefled,  but  that  theyfliouldbe  fre- 
quently duped  and  led  aflray  by  artful  and 
defigning  men^  toanfwer  their  own  particular 
purpofes. 

Ths  ^  ate  of  parties  in  England,  at  this  period, 
was  fuch,  as  completely  to  have  prevented  Anne 
however  well  inclined  fhc  might  be,  from  in- 
troducing any  meafure  for  the  real  good  or 
advantage  of  Ireland*  She  w^in  a  manner  be- 
fieged  by  oppofite  faftions^J  and  difputes   had 
already  got  fo  high  in  the  Englifh  parliament, 
ihat  Anne  was  afraid  of  introducing  any  new 
lubjed  of  either   controverfy  or   contention 
for  the  parliament,    where  the  Whigs  and  To- 
ries  were  on  mod  occaiions  indefatigable  in 
expofing  each  other's  infamy    and  folly,  to 
the  no  fmall  advantage  of  the  public. 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  parties  in  many 
of  their  tranfadions  have  paid  itiore  regard 
to  political  than  to  moral  confiderations  ;  being 

frequently 
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frequently  obliged  to  cbuft  the  populace,  tbc^ 
fiud  it  (expedient  to  countenace  and  indulge 
their  capHce  and  folly,  and  hkveeven  on  many 
bccafions,  bythfe  piropagation  of  fi£lion,  suid 
the  encouragement  of  violence,  contributed 
to  infatuate,  aj  well  as  td  corrupt  the  people, 
under  the  fpecious  garb  of  liberty  and  juftice. 
However  advantageous  thie  fa£lions  df  Whig 
and  Tory  of  that  day,  might  have  been  to  the 
ilate,  yet  they  ^slve  been  extremely  injurious  to 
hiftorical  truth,  as  thby  have  efiabliihed  many 
grofs  fklfiioods,  with  regard  to.  domeltic  oc^ 
currences,  which,  tHo*  they  exceed  the  bounds 
of  vulgar  credulity,  yet,  however  furprifing, 
were  eagerly  embraced  by  a  nation  far  advan- 
ced in  civiliiation.  Wherefore  extremes  of 
all  kinds  in  parties,  bright  to  be  cautioufly 
guarded  againft,  and  though  ho  one  will  ever 
pleafe  either  fadioh  by  moderate  opinions,  it 
is  thro'  their  medium  alone  we  are  moft  likely 
to  elucidate  truth: 

The  attention  bt  the  Ebglifli  parliament 

was  now  accupied  ih  determining  the  mea- 

fure,  which  they  (bould  piirfui,  with  refpedl 

te  thofe    ruinous   continentsll  concerns,  in 

O  2  whick 
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^hicli  the  policy  of  WiUiam  had  involved 
them,  and  which  Anne  was  anxious  to  con- 
tinue, particularly  as  fhe  obfervcd  the  hearts 
^f  the  people  now  fet  upon  them. 

Ix  would  be  endlefs  to  recount  the  blood 
an,d  treafure  expended  upon  thefc  wars  and 
alliances  J  yet  it  muft  be  owned,  that  never 
prince  carried  them  on  with  more  judgment 
glory  and  fuccefs,  than  Anne  did,  confidcr- 
ing  the  vaft  ftrength  of  France  at  that  umt^ 
and  the  temper  of  the  other  powers,  with 
whom  he  had  to  deal.  Yet  nothing  is  more 
true>  than  that  England  has  often  fuficred 
more  by  her  continental  connexions,  than  by 
her  enemies :  and  this  too  might  here  have  been 
the  cafe  ia  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  had  flie 
not  known  bow  to  manage,  and  when  co- 
vered with  the  laurels  of  vidory,  had  attended 
lothevoke  of  moderation. 

An  ^^^  Tim  Englifti  court  was  at  this 
A.  D*  1703.    .        ^,,^    .^  ,1-1^ 

ume  likewife  employed  tu  the 

affairs  of  their  ally,  the  Emperor  of  Germany  ; 

whofe  fon  the  Archduke  Charles,  had  aflu- 

mcA  the  title  of  king  of  Spain,  a   difputed 

claim 


claim  between  him  and  Lewis  the  XIV's 
grandfon>  the  former  fupported  by  Germany 
England,  and  Holland,  the  latter  by  France/ 
Bavaria,  Cologne,  Spain  and  Savoy. 

The  Arch-duke  Charles,  by  a  propofed  mar- 
riage with  the  InfaAta  of  Portugal,  attached 
that  kingdom  to  iiis  intereft  ;  by  which,  toge- 
ther wiih  the  forces  fent  him  by  the  court  of 
Vienna,  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  expt\  th<> 
Elector  of  Bavaria  from  his  dominions*  Bat 
this  was  not  fo  eafily  accompliflied  nntil  the 
arrival  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  the 
Eleftor  was  then  obliged  to  fly  before  his 
vi£loripus  arms. 

The  Irifti  parliament  met  on  the  fifth  of 
March,  1705,  and  voted  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  for  the  fupportofthe 
ncceflary  branches  of  the  eftabliftiment.  A 
difpnte  arofe  between  the  commons  and  the 
lower  houfe  of  convocation,  a  houfe  that  then 
exifted,  and  was  compofed  of  the  clergy ;  rcr 
Jative  to  the  tithes  of  hemp  and  flax,  afcer* 
tained  in  a  claufe  of  a  bill  for  the  better  im- 
provement of  the  hempen  and  flaxen  ma- 
Vn&€tures  of  Ireland.  The  lower  hQufe  of 
O  3  cQnvocatiom 
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convoc^tfipn  prefented  a  memorial  again  ft  this 
claufe,  as  prejudicia]  to  the  rights  and  pro- 
perties of  the  clergy.  The  commonsi  voted  the 
perfoD  who  brought  ^t  in,  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  privilege,  and  ordered  him  to  be  taken  in* 
to  cuftody ;  they  then  refolved,  th^t  the  con- 
vocation were  guilty  of  a  contempt  and  breach 
of  privilege  of  that  houfe.  The  convocation 
ilili  prc^fuming  to  juftify  their  niemorial,  the 
commons  voted,  ths^t  nil  matters  relating  to  it 
ihould  be  rafed  out  of  the  Journals  an4  books 
of  the  coq vocation. 

Thi  Duke  of  Orjnond,  appr^henfive  of  the 
confequencey  of  fuch  heats,  adjourned  the  par- 
liament to  the  firft  day  of  May,  when  both 
houfes  having  met  again,  came  to  fome  refolu- 
tions  that  refleded  obliquely  on  the  convoca- 
tion, as  enemies  to  her  majefty's  government, 
and  the  proteflant  fucceilion.  The  clergy,  in 
order  to  acquit  themfeives  of  all  fufpicion, 
refolved  in  their  turn,  that  the  church 
and  nation  had  been  happily  delivered  froni 
popery  and  tyranny  by  king  William,  at 
the  Revolution;  that  the  continuance  of 
ihefe  bleffings  were  due,  under,  pod,  to  the 

aufpicious 
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mufpicious  reign  and  happy  government  of 
ber  inajefty  ^jueeja  Anne :  that  the  fhture  fe- 
curity  and  furefervation  of  the  church  and 
nation,  depended  whoUy  on  the  fucc;effion  of 
the  crown,  as  fettled  by  law  in  the  pr^teftant 
line :  that  if  any  clergyin;^n  fhould  by  word  or 
writing,  declare  any  thing  ^n  oppofition  to 
tbefe  refolntions^  they  (hould  look  upon  him 
as  a  promoter  of  diflent|on«  among  the  pro* 
Hants,  and  an  enemy  to  the  conftitution.  1  hey 
levelled  another  refolutjpn  againft  the  pref- 
byterians,  importing,  that  to  teaclv,  or  preach 
againft  the  do£lrine,  governipent,  rites  qt  cer 
xemonies  of  the  chnrch,  or  to  maintain  fchool$ 
or  feminaries  for  the  education  of  youth,  in 
principles  contrary  to  thofe  of  the  eftablilhed 
church,  was  a  contempt  of  the  ecclefiaftical 
laws  of  the  nation;  of  pernicious  confe- 
quences  to  fociety,  and  ferved  only  to  con- 
tinue and  widen  the  unhappy  fchifm  and 
divifioos  which  prevailed  in  the  kingdom. 

A.  D.  1706.     ^^     J^°^     the    parliament 

was  prorogued  to  the  fame 

^ooonth  of  the  following  year,  and  the  Puk« 

of 
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pf  Orm^pnd  embarked  for  England,  leaving 
the  ado^iniftration  \^  the  haad^  of  lords 
julHces. 

Thk  eyes  of  Anne  were  now  turned  upon 
a*  tranfaaion    of  tbe    vtmoft   importance  to 
England,  namely  a^  union  of  the  two  king- 
doms of  England  and  Scotland.    This  famous 
treaty  was  finally  concluded  and  ratified  on  the 
twenty  fecond  of  July;  in  which  it  was  ftipu- 
lated,  that  the  fucceffion  to  tbe  united  king- 
doms   of  England  and  Scotland,    under  the 
name  of  Great  Britain,  Ihould  be  vcfted  in 
the   Princefs  Sophia,   youngeft   daughter    of 
the  king  of  Bohemia,  by  Eli:?abeth  daughter 
Qf  James  I.  of  England  and  her  heirs.   Accor- 
ding to  the  a£ls  already  palTed  in  the   par- 
liament of  England,  that  tl\e  united  kingdoms 
Ihould   be  reprefcnted  by  one  and  the  fame, 
parliament,  and  that  z^\  tbe  fubje£ls  of  Great 
Britain  fhould  enjoy  an  equal  pai  ticipation 
of  privileges  and  advantages,  while  Scotland 
Ihould  be  reprefented  in  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  by  fixteen  Peers  and  forty  five 
commoners.    This  treaty  was  eagerly  courted 
by  the  Englifti  Miniftry,  but  proved  extreme- 
ly unpalatable  to  the  gentry  of  the  Scottifti 

nation. 

As 
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As  the  trial  of  Do6lor  Sacheverel  occafioiiT 
fd  no    little    noife  at  this  time,  it  becomes 
necdiary  to  explain  the  caufcs  of  it. 

A.  D.  1709.  ^^^^^'3^^  of  December,  My, 
Dolben  complained  to  the 
houfe  of  commons,  of  twcJ  fernions  preached 
and  publilhed  by  Dr.  Henry  Sacheverel,  as 
containing  pofitions  contrary  to  revolutionary 
principles,  to  the  prefent  governn^ent,  and  the 
proteftant  fucceffion.  Sacheverel  was  a. cler- 
gyman of  narrow  intellefls,  and  an  over-hea;ied 
imagination.  He  had  acquired  fome  popu- 
laVity  ampng  thofe  who  diflinguifhed  them- 
felves  by  the  name  of  high-churchmen,  and 
took  all  occafions  to  vent  his  fpleen  againft  the 
Difleuters.  On  the  fifth  of  November,  in  St. 
Paul's  church,  he,  in  a  violent  declamation  de» 
fended  the  doftrine  of  non-refiftance ;  inveigh- 
ed again^  the  toleration  of  Diflenters,  declared 
the  church  was  dangeroufly  attacked  by 'her 
enemies ;  and  flightly  defended  by  her  falfe 
friends  ;  he  founded  the  trumpet  for  the 
church,  and  exhorted  the  people  to  put  on 
(he  whole  armour  of  God. 

Su 
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Sir  Sjimuel  Garrard,  the  lord  mayor,  coun- 
tenanced this  harangue,  which  wa$  publifhed 
under  his  protedion,  extolled  by  the  Tories, 
and  difperfed  all  over  the  kingdom.  Mr. 
Dolben's  complaint  againft  Sacheverel  was 
feconded  in  the  houfe  of  commons  by  feve- 
fal  members ;  the  mod  violent  paragraphs 
were  then  read,  and  the  fermons  voted  fcanda- 
lous  and  feditious  libels.  Sacheverel  having  be- 
ing brought  to  the  bar  of  the  houfe,  acknow- 
Jedgcd  himfelf  the  author  of  both  fermons, 
and  mentioned  the  encouragement  he  had  re- 
ceived f^om  the  lord  mayor  to  print  that 
oneentHlcd  *' The  Perils  of  Falfe  Brethren''. 
Sir  Samuel,  lyho  was  a  member,  denied  he  had 
ever  given  him  fuch  encouragement.  The 
(}o£lor  being  ordered  to  withdraw,  the  houfe 
refolved  he  fhould  be  impeached  of  high 
crimes  and  mifdemeanors ;  and  Mr.  Dolben 
ivas  ordered  to  impeach  him  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe  of  lords,  in  this  name  of  all  the  com- 
ynons  of  England.  A  committee  was  appoint- 
ed to  draw  up  articles,  and  Sacheverel  was 
taken  into  cuftody. 

Th» 
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Thi  doAor  being  impeached  at  the  bar  of 
thehoufe  of  lords,  petitioned  that  he  might 
be  admitted  to  bail ;  but  this  indulgence  was 
refufed,  and  the  commons  feenied  bent  upon 
profecuiing  him  with  fuch  feverity  as  gav« 
difguft  to  men  of  moderate  principles.  Mean 
while  the  Tories  were  not  idle.  They  boldjy 
affirmed  that  the  Whigs  had  formed  a  de- 
fign  to  pull  down  the  church  ;  and  that  this 
profecution  was  intended  to  try  their  flrength, 
before  they  would  proceed  openly  to  the  ex- 
ecution of  their  projefl.  Thefe  aflfertiona 
were  fupported,  and  even  believed  by  the 
dergy,  who  did  not  fail  to  alarm  and  inflame 
their  hearers,  while  emiflaries  were  employed 
among  the  populace  already  prepared  with 
difcontent,  arifing  from  a  fcarcity  of  com 
which  had  prevailed  in  almoft  every  country 
in  Europe. 

The  minifters  magnified  the  dangers  to 
which  the  church  was  expofed,  from  Diflen- 
ters,  Whigs,  and  lukewarm  prelates ;  and 
^hcfe  they  reprefent  as  the  authors  of  a  de- 
(lru6live  war,  which  in  a  Ihort  time  would 
produce  univerfal  famine.  The  articles  againft 
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Sachcvcrcl  having  being  exhibited,  his  perfon 
was  committed  to  the  depaly  uflier  of  the 
black  rod;  but  the  lords  afterwards  admit- 
ted him  to  bail. 

A  D  i*7oo  '^^^^  lords  then  appointed  the 
^'jth  of  February  for  his  trial  in 
Weftminller-hall.  The  attention  of  the  whole 
kingdom  was  diredled  to  this  extraordinary 
trial.  It  continued  three  weeks,  during  which 
all  other  bufmefs  was  fufpended ;  and  the 
queen  herfelf  was  every  day  prefent,  though 
in  quality  of  a  private  fpeftator  ;  a  vaft  mul* 
tjtude  followed  him  every  day  to  and  from 
Weftminfter-Hall,  praying  for  his  deliverance 
^s  if  he  had  been  deftined  to  martyrdom.  The 
queen's  fedan  was  befet  by  the  populace,  ex- 
claiming, "  God  blefs  your  majefty,  and  tbe 
church,  we  hope  your  majefty  is  for  DoAor 
Sacherverel.*'  They  compelled  all  perfons  to 
lift  their  bats  to  the  Dodor  a»  h^  pafied  in  his 
coach  to  the  Temple,,  where  he  lodged  ;  and 
among  thefe  fome  members  of  parliament, 
were  abufed  and  infulted.  They  de* 
ftroyed  feveral  meeiiag-boufes,  plundered 
the  dwellings    of  eminent    DifTenters  j    and 
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i^reatened  to  ptill  down  the  houfes  of  the 
chancellor,  and  the  bifhop  of  ^rum.  Upon 
this  the  queen  publifhed  a  proclamation  for 
fiipprefiing  the  tumult,  and  feveral  perfons 
were  apprehended,  and  afterwards  tried  for 
liigh  treafon.  When  Sacheverers  council 
had  finiihcd  his  defence,  he  himfelf  recited 
a  fpcech,  wherein  he  folemnly  juftified 
his  attachments  to  the  queen  and  her  go- 
vernment, and  fpoke  in  mo^  refpeflful 
terms  of  the  revolution,  and  the  proteftant 
fucceffion.  He  maintained  the  doflrine  of 
non-refiftance  in  all  cafes  whatfoever,  as  a 
maxim  of  the  church  in  which  he  was  educa- 
ted; and  by  many  pathetic  exprefEons  en- 
deavoured to  excite  the  compaflion  of  the 
audience.  He  was  furrounded  by  the  queen's 
chaplains,  who  encouraged  and  extoHed  him 
as  the  champion  of  the  church  ;  and  he  "was 
privately  favoured  by  the  queen  herfelf;  who 
could  not  but  relifh  a  do6lrine  fo  well  calcu- 
lated for  the  fupport  of  regal  authority. 

Aftsr  virulent  dlipmes  and  altercations, 
Sacheverel  was  found  guilty  by  a  majority  of 
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17  vQicts;  and  34  entered  a  proteft  againft 
this  decifioa.  He  \ya$  prohibited  from  preach- 
ing for  the  term  of  three  years,  and  his  two 
fermons  were  ordered  to  be  burned  by  .the 
hands  of  the  common  hangman,  in  prefencc 
'of  the  lord  mayor  and  two  iherifis  of  London 
and  Middlefex. 

The  lenity  of  this,  fentence  palled  upon 
SachevereU  which  was  in  a  great  meafure 
owing  to  the  apprehenfion  of  popular  refent- 
ment,  his  friends  confidered,  as  a  yiftory 
gained  over  a  Whig  faftion,  and  they  cele- 
brated their  triumph  with  bonfires  and  illu- 
minations. 

A  0  in\c%  ^^*  effedls  of  thofe  intrigues 
which  had  been  exerted  againft 
the  Whig  minifters  began  to  appear.  The 
trial  of  Sacheverel,  had  excited  k  popular 
fpirit  of  avtfrfion  to  thofe  who  favoured  the 
diflenters.  From  all  parts  addreffes  were 
prefented  to  the  queen,  concerning  the  doc- 
trine of  refiftance,  as  rebellious  and  founded  up- 
on an-timonarchial  and  republican  principles^ 

At 
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At  the  fame  time  counter  addreffes  were  pro- 
cured by  the  Whigs,  extolling  the  revolution 
and  applauding  the  condudl  of  the  prefent 
parliament. 

Thx  queen  began  to  exprefs  her  attachment 
to  the  1  bries,  and  in  a  Ihort  time  there  was 
not  one  Whig  left  in  any  office,  except  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  wo\ild  have  re- 
nounced his  command,  had  ^e  not  been  ear- 
neftly  difluaded  by  bis  particular  friends,  from 
taking  a  ftep  which  would  have  been  prejudi- 
cial to  the  nation.  That  the  triumph  of  the 
Tories  might  be  complete,  the  queen  diflblved 
the  Whig  parliament,  after  fuch  precautions 
were  taken,  as  could  not  fail  to  influence  the 
new  ele£lions  in  favour  of  the  other  party. 
In  the  Iriih  parliament  held,  during  the  fum- 
mcr,  the  Duke  of  Ormond  and  the  majority  of 
the  peers,  fupported  the  Tory  intereft,  while 
the  commons  exprefled  the  warmeft  attach- 
ment to  fevolution  principks. 

The  two  houfes  mafle  ftrenuous  reprefen^ 
tations,  and  palled  fevere  refolutions  againft 
each  other.  *  After  the  feffion.  Sir  Conftantine 
Phipps,  the  chancellor,  and  general  Ingoldfby» 
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were  Appointed  ^uftices,  in  the  abfcnce  of  the 
Duke  of  Ormond.  For  fome  time  the  Tory 
miuifters  in  England,  were  carrying  on  a  ne- 
gociaiion  with  the  court  of  France  !  they  had 
a  double  view  in  it,  namely,  to  mortify  the 
Whigs  and  the  Dutch,  whom  they  detcfted, 
and  to  freetbeit  country  from  a  ruinous  war, 
which  had  all  the  appearance  of  becoming 
habitual  to  the  conftitution.  However  thd 
propofals  of  peace  made  by  the  French  king, 
were  difagreeable  eveu  vj  fome  individuals  of 
the  Tory  party,  and  certain  peers,  who  had 
hitherto  adhefed  to  that  intcreft,  agreed  with 
the  Whigs,  to  make  a  remonftrance  agaiafl 
the  preliminary  articles. 

THJt  Court  hiving  been  apprized  of  thcii^ 
imentions,  prorogued  the  parliament  till  th^ 
7ih  day  of  December,  in  expe£tation  of  the 
Scottilh  peers,  who  would  caft  the  balance  in 
favour  of  the  minillry.  At  th«  opening  of  thd 
feffion.  Anile,  i^  her  Ipeech,  informed  them, 
that  notwithidinding  the  arts  of  thofe  who 
delighted  in  war,  the  place  and  time  were 
appointed  for  a  congrefs  ;  and  thit  the  ftates 
general  had  expreffed  their  entire  confidence 
in  her  conduft.     She  declared  her  chief  con* 

cem 
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crown,  in  the  Hchifebf  Haih^ver ;  to  proetire 
an  thdadvantages  to  the  nation,  iivhich  a  tch- 
di^  and  sfffft^iioaate  foTei^eign  could  ptocurd 
fbr  a  dutiful -smA  loyal  people;  and  to  o7)taih' 
lltisfaAion  for  kll  her  allied  She  obferved 
that  tilt  mod  effeAual  wiy  to  procure  peaic^^ 
Would  h^  to  make  vigorohs  prtparations 
for  carrymg  on  tire  wah  ttiny  infinuationS 
Wtere  lereRed  "it  the  dtike  of  Marlborough^ 
ftmongft  otrbeis,  that  he  h:ad  prolonged  the 
war  for  the  Mi  of  his  otrti  private  hitcreft 
tilone :  upon  which  bccafion  he  declared  on 
his  confciencej  that  he  was  ever  deiitous  of 
ft  iafe,  honourable,  and  lafiing  peace,  and 
tbat  he  was  always  very  far  from  entertaining 
any  deiign  of  prolonging  the  war  for  his  own 
private  emolument,  as  his  enemies  had  moft 
falfely  infiniiated*  Soicne  time  after,  the  com* 
mi&ouers  for  examining  the  public  accounts, 
having  difcovered  that  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
tdugh  had  received  an  aBliual  pjfefent  of  five 
or  fix  thouland  pounds  from  tjheiContraSoTs, 
for  fupplying  the  army  with  bread,  the  queen 
declared  in  couneil,  that  fht  thought  fit  to 
^tboib  himfropi  all  his  eflqpki)miefit%  pre- 
Vol.  L  ^P  paratory 
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paratory  to  an  impanial  examination  of  the 
ch^ge.  This  declaration  was  imparted  to 
the  duke  in  a  letter  from  the  queen,  in, 
which  fhe  took  occafion  to  complain  of  the 
treatment  ihe  had  received«-ihe  probably 
alluded  to  th«  infolence  of  his  dutchefs,  the 
fubjedion  flie  had  been  kept  in  by  the  late 
miniftry;  and  the  pains  earneftly  taken  by  the 
Whigs  to  depreciate  her  coildudl  and  thwart 
her  meafures  with  refpeA  to  peace.  The 
duke  wrote  an  anfwcr  to  her  majefty,  vin- 
dicating himfelf  againft  the  afperfions  on  his. 
charadler- 

•    jj  At  length  a  peace  was  con- 

duded  and  ratified  at  Utrecht^ 
greatly  to  the  diflatisfaAion  oif  the  Whigs  in 
general,  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  in 
pdrticukr,  who  found  his  account  in  the  con* 
tinuance  of  the  war.  Trs  to  be  lamented^ 
that  the  difcovery  of  many  meao  and  mer- 
cenary pradices,  greatly  tami(hed  the  glory 
which  the  duke  had  acquired  by  his  great 
military  talents,  and  other  ihining  qualities. 

The  Duke  of  Ormond  having  been  appointed 
tiO  take  ihecommaBdoftheBritUb  forces  in 
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^airders ;  The  Duke  of  Shrcwlbuiy  wis  kp3 
pointed  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  He  ^m« 
bled  the  Irifti  Parliament  on  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  November,  and  found  the  two  hoyfeli 
ftill  at  variance  on  the  oppdfite  principles  of 
"Whig  and  Torp  Allen  Broderiek  being  cho- 
lenfpeaker  of  the  commons,  they  ordered  a  bill  . 
to  be  brought  iti  to  attaint  the  Pretender  and 
all  his  adherents.  They  profecuted  Edward 
JLloyd,  fbr  publiihing  a  book  intitled,  '^  Me- 
moirs of  the  Chevalier  De  St.  George ;  " 
and  they  agreed  upon  an  tiddrefs  to  the  queen, 
to  remove  from  the  chaucellorihip  Sir  Con- , 
ftantine  Phipps,  for  the  cotintenan  ce  he  had 
ihewn  the  Toriei-  The  lords  however  had 
refolved,  that  Chancellor  Phipps,  in  his  fe- 
veral  ftations,  had  acquitted  himfelf  with 
honour  and  integrity.  The  two  houfes  of 
convocation  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  fame 
cffea« 

-    ^  The  Duke  of  Shrewibiity  re- 

ceived  orders  to  prorogue  this 

|>arliament  which  was  divided'ag^nft  itfelf, 

ftnd  portended  nothing  but  domeftic    broils, 

then  he  obtained  leave  to  return  to  England 
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•.k;ayii>g  GhftQCftUar  rPhippii  with  the  asch- 
lt>iihop  ^f  Armagh  and  Tium^  Juftices  of  the 
kipgdom.  la  ihis  reiga  Dr.  Jonathan  Swiit 
ir<>ie  mia^reat  conftdecation  in  Ixeland,  aod4>]r 
his  great  abilities  .and  {atriotic  principles  be- 
came the  chief  patron  .of  the  Irifii  natioQ. 

On  the  Mt  day  c*f  Anguft,  1 7 14,  .died  Anne 
qneen  of  England  in  the  fiftieth  year  o£ 
her  age,  and.in  the  thirteenth  of  :her  jreigiw 
Her  capacity  vas  natnraUy  good ;  but  not 
moch  cultivated  by  learning  ;  ib^t  did  flie 
exhibit  any  macka  «of  estraoidisiasy  genius 
ii§s^  of  jpc^fpMJ  anbition.  Sbe  .waa  wdoubt* 
.edly  deficient  in-tbiat  v^omr/of  ipiivd  nQsefi(ar)r 
.10  enabJe  her  to  f^i^x)^  herielf  ind^pendeot 
of  the  i^kfl^nqeof  favi^riteaai)^  10  ayoid^e 
ihaices  a;Qd  ^tters  of  fyooplvM)^ :  hpt  wJif^sr^er 
ber  wjeak^neft  ill  t^efe  iei]]Me^iniglttj^j»:%e  J¥99» 
the  goodnefs  of  her  heart  was  never  doubted- 
She  was  juftly  diftinguifhed  for  conjugal  aF> 
jS^9n  and  i^de^y,  iS)e  ^a|8  a  tender  mother^ 
a  warm  £|^d^a)»:i^dHlgenf  miftrefs^  a  muni- 
fjqeijit  p^rtOO;  »  wild.aad  HK^rriful  pffinci^ 
^Tiring  wfeofe  ireign  p.0  ftiJajea'^  bioftd  w» 
ihfd  ^r  tre^^    $be  WM  fiviB^  9ttasbe4  to 
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the  Ghurcb  of  England  from  cohvidlioa  rather 
th^  from  prepoflefiion^  being  unaffed^edly 
pious  Juft,  charitable  and  compafiionate.  If  (he 
DTik  noft  tWt  greatfcftj  fbe  ivki  cmainljrone  of 
the  beft  abd  moll  uiiblemifikd  of  Ibierei^s ; 
MA  wdl  'ift^fritedthe  ekpf  efl^  though  "fimple 
e]mhcl-<)fr"  tWe  govd  qtteea  Atincl'* 
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Acceffim  pf  George  I. — Tories  totally  excluded  tk^ 
\  Royal  Favour-^Pretender^  -ftfo-Pf/?/?^— ^^j^r 
lutims  to  impeach,  the  Duke  of  Ormond'^The 
Duke  of  Ormofuf  and  Lord  Boliaghrpke  a/- 
taintid.'^Intended  Invafion  hy  fke  Duke  ofOr^ 
ntond — The  Reielliou  in  Scotland  under  the 
Eari  of^ar — Bill  for  fecuring  the  dependency^ 
of  Ireland  upon  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain. 
— Declaration  of  the  Pretender. — Qamour  m 
Ireland  on  Account  of  Woods* s  Coinage^^DeatA 
of  George  I. — His  CharaQer-^AcceJion  of 
George  IL^-^CharaQers  of  his  Minijlry-^ 
Charaaerof  Sir  Robert  Walpolc'^He  propofes 
the  Excife^heme. 

rTTi  H  E  queen  had  no  fooncr 
.  .D.  1714.  J^  expired,  than  orders  were 
immediately  ifliied  to  proclaim  for  king»  in 
England,  Scotland  and  Ireland;  George,  Elec* 
tor  of  Hanover.  Thp  regency  appointed  xhd 
Earl  of  Dorfet,  tp  convey  to  the  king  at  Hano^ 
ver  the  intimation  of  his  majefty's  acceffipn» 
^nd  to  attend  him  on  his  journey. . 

Gborc| 
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Gsorgb"!.  afcendcd  the  throne  in  the  fifty- 
fifth  year  of  his  age,  without  the  leaft  oppo- 
fition,  tumult  or  indication  of  popular  dif- 
content;  and  the  unprejudiced  part  of  the  na- 
tion was.  now  fully  perfuaded  that  no  defign 
was  ever   concerted  by  queen  Anne  and  her 
miniftry  in  favour  of  the  Pretender.    On  the 
twentieth  of  September,  I7i4>   J^ing  George- 
landed  at   Greenwich.       From  the  landing 
place  to  his  houfe  in  St.  James's  park,  he 
walked,  accompanied  by  a  great  many  of  the 
nobility,    and  other  perfons  of   diftin£lion, 
who  had  the  honour  to  kifs  his  hand,  as  they 
approached.    At  night  he  fent  for  thofe  of  the 
nobility  who  had  diilinguifhed  themfelves  by 
their  zeal  for  his  fucceffion  :  but  the  duke  of 
Ormond,  Oxford,  the  lord  chancellor  and  lord 
Trevor  were  not  of  the  number.    The  next 
rooming  the  carl  of  Oxford  prefented  himfelf, 
but  was  very  coldly  received  ;  on  the  other 
baqd,  his  majefiy  exprefled  uncommon  regard 
for  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  as  well  as.  for 
all  the  leaders  of  the  Whig  party^ 

It  was  the  misfortune  of  this  prince,,  a*  well 
ins  a  great  injury  to  the  empire^  that  he  had 
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been  led  to  conqeiv^  ftrong  prejuclices  ag9^ift 
the  Tories,  who  cojiftituted  fuch  a  confidcra; 
ble  body  of  hi*  ftihjeas* 

Thet  wefe  now  excluded,  from  all  ihare 
pf  the  royal  f^youf,  wjiich  was  totally  en- 
grofled  by  theif  opponpntu :  thefe  early  mark^ 
of  his'avef  fiqn,  whici)  he  topkno  pain*  to  con- 
ceal, alienated  the  afie£liops  of  m^n^y  from  his 
government  and  pcripni  who  othprwife  would 
have  feyved  him  wjth  fidelity  and  regard. 
The  dukeof.Ormond  wasinftantly  difmiiled 
from  his  command*  which  was  jre^lored  to  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  the  government 
of  Ireland  (o  the  qarl  qf  Sunderland.. 

An  almoft  inftantanj^ns  ph^ng^  was  efie£l<4 
|n  all  the  officii  departments  of  the.fta^e.  In 
a.  word,  the  whole  natipn  was  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  tlic  Whjgs.  On  the  twcu» 
lieth  of  Oftober,  Gwrge  I.  w^is  crowned  a|t 
"Weftminfter, .  with  the  ufual  fplen^nity,  sit 
which  the  Earl  of  Oxford  and  lord  Bpling; 
broke  affiiled.  In  the  mean  time,  the  mal- 
contents weie.cQjjfi4«ably  encfcafcd  iij/ Eng- 
land, by  the  king'5,atUchment;.to  thp.\^hig 
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ftdiOQi  The  old  clamour  refpefling  the  dan^ 
ger  of.  the  church  was  revived  ;  j'ealoufies 
irese  excited^  f<5ditio»s. libels  were  difperfed'; 
aiul  dangeroua^xQuUs  r«ifed  in  dififerent  parts 
of  the  kingdom.  Many,  gentlemeii  of  the 
Whig  fii&ion  wereabufed;  magiilrates  were 
reviled  andinfulted  by  the  populace  in  theex« 
mention  of  their  officei  The  Pretender  feized 
this  opportunity  to  tranfmit  by  the  French 
mail,  copies  of  sprinted  manifefto  to  the  Dukes 
of'  Shrewlbury,  Marlborough,  Argyle,  and 
other  noblemen  of  the  firft  diflindion.  Iq 
this  declaration,  he  mentioned  the  good  intent 
tions  of  his  fiijker  towards  him,  which  were 
prevented  by  her  lamented  death.  He  ob- 
ferved  that,  his  people  inftcad  of  doing  him 
and  theihfelves  juftice,  had  proclaimed  for 
thinr.  kin^  a  foreign  prince,  contrary  to  the 
fundamental  and  inconteftible  laws  of  here- 
dtury  right,  which  their  pretended  a£ls  of 
fettlement  could  never  abrogate.  Shortly 
after,  the  parliament  refolved  to  trace  out 
thofe  meafuresr  which  had  been  taken  in  £ng* 
|and  by  the  Pretender's  adherents,  and  where- 
pn  he  built  his  hopes;  and  to  bring  the 
author's  of  them  to  condign  punifhment. 

'   '  ^ On 
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On  the  twenty  firft  of  June,  Mr. 
A. D.I 7 15.  fecretary  Stanhope,  impeached 
Janies  Duke  of  Ormond,  of  high  treafon,  and 
other  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanours  with 
regard  to  the  peace  at  Utrecht.  Many  mem- 
bera  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  Duke  ;  they  expa- 
tiated on  his  noble  birth  and  qualifications  ; 
,  they  enumerated  the  fervices  performed  by 
him  for  the  crown  and  the  nation,  they  ob- 
ferved  that  in  <he  whole  courfe  of  his  late 
condufl,  he  had  only  obeyed  the  queen'a 
commands ;  and  they  affirmed  that  all  the 
allegations  againft  him,  could  not  in  (he  rigour 
«if  the  law,  be  conftrued  into  high-treafon.  But 
all  arguments  and  eloquence  were  loftuponthe 
Whigs,  and  the  queftion  being  put  was  car* 
tied  for  the  impeachment  of  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond,  who  perceivin^jr^every  thing  conduced 
by  a  furious  fpirit  of  revenge,  and  that  he 
could  not  expe£l  the  benefit  pf  an  impartial 
trial,  confulted  his  own  (afety,  by  withdraw* 
ipg  himfelf  firom  the  kingdom. 

Shortly  after  a  bill  pafled  both  houfes  of 
tjie  Briti(h  Parliament,  and  received  the  royal 
aflent  for  attainting  the  Duke  of  Ormond  and 

J-9r4 
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Xx>rd  Bollingbroke  if  they  did  not  furrender 
themfelyes  in  a  limited  time  ;  and  they  hav* 
ing  omitted  to  furrender  purfuant  to  the  time 
fpecified  in  the  bill ;  the  houfe  of  lords  or 
dered  the  Earl  Marlhalto  rafe  out  of  the  lift 
of  peers  their  names  and  armorial  bearings. 
Inventories  were  taken  of  their  perfonal  ef- 
tates ;  andthe  Duke's  atchievmcnt,  as  knight  of 
the  garter,  was  taken  down  from  St,  Qeorge's 
Chapel  atWindfor. 

A  MAN  of  fenfibility  and  candour  cannot, 
without  an  emotion  of  forVow  and  indignation, 
refle6l  upon  the  ruin  of  the  noble  family  of 
Ormond,  in  the  perfon  of  a  brave,  generous, 
and  humane  nobleman  ;  to  whom  no  crime 
was  imputed,  but  that  of  having  obeyed  the 
commands  of  his  fovereign.  The  duke  of 
Ormond,  and  lord  Bolingbroke  retired  into 
France  and  were  driven  by  hard  ufage,  and 
refentment  into  a  fyftcm  of  politics  which 
otherwife  they  would  not  have  efpoufed. 

Finding  themfelves  condemned  unheard, 

and  attainted,  they  engaged  in  the  fervice  of 

the  Pretender,  and    correfponded  with  the 

Tories  of  England.  .   . 

Th^ 
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A-  D  17 1  <  THfTorio  of  Great  Britain  bei 
lag  totally  excluded  from  any:- 
ihare  iu  the  governmem  and  legiflatvre>  and 
expofed  to  the  infolence  and  fury  of  a  faction 
which  they  defpifed,  began  now  to  wifh  ia 
earned  for  a  revolution.  Some  of  them  held 
private  confulutioos,  and  communicated  witb 
the  Jacobites,  who  conveyed  their  fentiments 
to  the  Chevalier  De  St,  George,  with  fuch  ex- 
aggerations as  were  didated  by  their  own  ea** 
gcrnefs  and  extravagance.  They  affured  the 
Pretender  that  the  nation  was  entirely  difaiw 
defied  to  the  new  government  {  and  indeed 
the  clamourS)  tumults  and  coiiverfation  of 
the  people  in  general  countenanced  this  aflfer^^ ' 
tion.  Tl^ey  promifed  to  take  arms  without 
farther  d^lay  in  his  favour  ;  and  engaged  that 
the  Tories  fhould  join  them  at  his  iirft  land- 
ing in  Great  Britain.  They  therefore  befought 
him  to  come  over  with  alt  poflible  expedition, 
declaring  that  hi$  appearance  would  produce 
an  immediate  revolution^ 

The  Chevalier  refolved  to  take  advantage 
of  this  favourable  difpoii^on  ;  and  made  pre- 
parations accordingly^    However  all  thefe  in- 

tfiguei 


tf igxies.and  itiacfainatio0s  were  difcovered^and 
communicated  to  the  Britifh  Courts  by  the 
£arl  of  Stair,  who  then  refided  as  Engliih  am- 
baflador  at  Paris.  He  detefled  the  Cbeva^ 
tier's  fcbeme  while  it  was  yet  m  embr}^,  aod 
gave  fuch  early  imimatioji  of  it>  as  cenabkd 
King  George  to  take  cffc&ual  meafures  for 
debating  the  defign.  But  the  partixaas  of 
tb«  Pretender  bad  proeeeded  too  far  to  ncfeat 
with  fafety ;  and  therefore  determined  to  try 
vbeir  fortune  in  the  field.  Having  dfaofcu 
Scotland  for  the  fcene  ofaAion,  they  afiem* 
bled  tfaeve,  under  the  command  of  the  £arl 
af  'Mar,  and  afier  proclaiming  the  Pretender 
in  that  kingdom,  they  ere^d  bi&Aai^rd  on 
the  fixtb  of  September. 

In  the  ninth  of  (M^ober  the  Earl  of  Derwent** 
ifrater  and  Mr.  Forfter  took  the  field  in  En- 
gland jand  proclaimed  the  Pretender.  But 
Forfter  was  furrounded  at  Prefton  and  taken 
by  furprize.  The  day  on  which  the  rebels 
furrendcrcd  Jit  Prefton  in  England  yftts  re* 
markable  for  the  battle  q{  Dunblaine  in  Scot- 
land, fought  between  the  Duke  of  Argyle  and 
the  Earl  of  Mar,  who  commanded  the  Preten- 
der's 
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dcr's  forces.  The  carl  of  Mar  would  havd 
probably  obtained  the  viAory,  had  not  his 
troops  been  two  eager  in  the  purfuit  of  that 
part  of  the  royal  army,  which  they  had  bro* 
ket ;  but  on  this  account  it  proved  a  drawn 
battle,  and  the  Highlanders  feeing  no  proba- 
bility of  coming^  again  to  a6\ioa»  foon  after 
difperfed  and  returned  to  their  own  habi-^ 
tatious.  Afterwards  the  Pretender  came  over 
to  Scotland,  from  whence  he  was  repulfed* 
by  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  and  at  laft  effeded  his 
efcape  to  the  continent  in  a  fmall  French  vef^ 
fel  accompanied  by  the  Earl  of.Mar,  and 
many  more  of  hi9  adherents*  In  the  mean 
time,  the  gaols  in  Great  Britain  were  filled 
with  fuch  of  his  party,  as  had  been  appre-* 
hended.  The  Earls  of  Derwentwater,  Ken- 
mure  and  Wimoun  wei'c  beheaded  on  Tower 
Hill,  and  many  of  inferior  rank  were  execu-» 
ted  at  Tyburn.  But  Forfter  and  many  others 
made  their  efcape  from  Newgate,  and  faved 
themfelves  by  flight  from  an  ignominious 
and  difgrnceful  end. 

Thb 
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-.    ^  Thk  Duke  of  Ormond  had  pte- 

vioufly    made  an    unfuccefsful 
and  fruitlcfs   attempt  in  the  weft  of  England^ 
in  favour  of  the  Chevalier.    Thus  termina- 
ted a  rebellion  which  proved  fatal  to  many 
noble  families ;    a  rebellion  which,   in  all. 
probability,  would  never  have  happened,  had 
not  the  violent  mcafures  of  a  Whig  miniftry 
kindled  fuch  a  flame   of   difcohtent   as  en- 
couraged the  partifans  of  the  Pretender  to 
hazard  a  revolt.     During   all    this  time  we 
hear  of  no   commotion  nor  infurre£tion   in 
Ireland. 

The  parljament  of  Ireland  met  on  the  12th 
of  November,  and  fecmed  even  more  zea- 
lous if  poflible,  than  that  of  England  for  the 
pref<?nt  adminiftratiou.  They  palTed  bills  for 
recognizing  the  king's  title  ;  for  the  fecurity 
of  his  perfon  and  government ;  for  fetting 
a  price  on  the  Pretender's  .head  ;  and  for  at- 
tainting the  Duke  of  Ormond.  They  grant- 
ed the  fupplies  without  oppofition.  All 
thofe  of  the  Tory  party  who.  had  addrefled 
the  late  queen  in  favour  of  Sir  Conftamiiie 
Phipps,  then  Lord    Chancellor  of  Ireland, 

whom 
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ybom  the  Whigs  wilhed  to  mm  out,  Were 
now  brought  on  their  knees  and  celifured  as 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  prlvilegt* 

.   T^         ^   ThAV  defircd  the  lords  juf- 
A.  D,  1715.    J  ij   ./r  1      . 

tices  would  illue  a  proclami- 

lion  againft  the  catholic  inhabitants  of  Lime-^ 

rick  and  Galway,  who  in  virtue  of  the  capi^ 

tulation  f^ned  by  king  WiHia^i,  claimed  an 

exemption  from  the  ))enalties  impofed  upon 

other  .papifts.    They  engaged  in  an  aflbciadon 

s^ainll  the  pretender  and  all  his  abettors* 

They  voted  the  Earl  of  Anglelevan  enemy 
to  the  king  and  kingdom,  becaufe  he  advifed 
the  queen  to  difband  the  army,  And  to  pfo-> 
rogue  the  late  parliament ;  and  they  addrefled 
the  king  to  remove  him  from  bis  coxmcU  and 
Service. 

The  lords  juftices  granted  orders  for  ap- 
prehending the  Earls  of  Antrim  and  Weft-* 
taeath,  and  the  Lords  Netterville,  Cahir,  and 
Dillon,  as  perfons  furpe6led  of  difafie^lion  to 
his  majefty's  perfon  and  government.  There 
fecraed  to  be  no  caufe  for  fucb  feverity  at  the 

tim€ 
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time,  for  although  Gfeat  Britain  was  embroil^ 
«d,  Ireland  adtially  enjoyed  peacfe  and  tran-^ 
quility.  But  this  was  a  period  when  blind 
seal  and  thi^  fpirit  of  party  raged  uncontroul-* 
ed,  and  wh<n  men'^  minds  were  full  of  fear 
andjealoufies  ;  whtn  a  beloved  fovereign  had 
defcended  to  tbe  fhade^,  and  the  crown  ap- 
peared to  totter  on  the  head  of  her  fucceflcr. 
However  thefe  confiderations  by  no  means 
warranted  the  violation  of  the  treaty  of  Li- 
merick, nor  many  other  tranfaAions  of  a  fimi- 
lar  kind  which  took  place  during  this  reign. 
Tctour  wonder  ceales,  wheu  we  refltedl  that 
this  was  a  crifis  in  which  juftice  and  equity 
Ivere  little  regarded  and  the  folemn  faith  of 
nation  was  audacioufly  and  wantonly  violated 
condemned. 

Amongst  thefe  difput^d  convulfions,  the 
BngUlh  parliament  pafled  an  a£l  for  attaching 
the  dependency  of  Ireland  upon  the  imperial 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  this  ad,  known  by 
the  name  of  the  (ixth  of  George  L  was  made, 
for  the  purpofe  of  enabling  the  Britifh  parlia^ 
ment  to  make  laws  to  bind  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, an  a£t  derogatoiy  to  the  true  honour 
of  Great  Britain  as  it  was  injurious  to  this 
Vol.1  (^  kingdom 
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kingdom,  as  a  free  and  independent  nauon« 
This  unjuft  law,  was  followed  by  another 
trakifadion  of  a  fimilar  tyrannic  call,  by 
which  Great  Britain  robbed^  our  houfe  of 
lords  of  the  right  of  appeal  from  our  courts  of 
judicature.  It  was  effeAed  at  the  inftance  of 
Maurice  Annefley  an  Irifh  gentleman,  who 
had  appealed  to  the  houfe  of  peers  in  Eng- 
land, from  a  decree  of  the  houfe  of  peers  in 
Ireland,  which  the  Britifh  peers  reverfed,  and 
ordered  the  barons  of  the  exchequer  in  Ire- 
land, to  put  Mr.  Annefley  in  pofieffion  of  the 
lands  he  had  been  deprived  of  by  the  decree 
in  that  kingdom.  The  barons  obeyed  this 
order,  and  the  Irifh  houfe  of  Lords  pailed  a 
vote  againft  the  barons,  as  having  aded  in 
derogation  to  the  king'a  prerogative,  in  his 
high  court  of  parliament  in  Ireland,  as  alfo 
of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  that  kingdom, 
and  of  the  parliament  thereof;  they  likewife 
ordered  the  barons  to  be  taken  into  cuilody 
of  the  uflier  of  the  black  rod  ;  they  ^tranfmit* 
ted  a  long  reprefentation  to  the  king,  demon- 
ftrating  their  right  to  the  final  judicature  in 
this  kingdom,  and  the  Duke  of  Leeds  ilre- 
nuoufly  fupported  their  caufe  by  unanfwcrable 
arguments  in  the  Britilh  houfe  of  lords. 

Not-/ 


ii»  T\     ^       Notwithstanding   thefe  ar- 
A.  D.  1710.  ,      ,      r      i.  1 

gumcQts,    the  houle  of  lords 

IB  England  refolved,  that  the   barona  of  the 

exchequer  in  Ireland  had  a£ied  with  courage^ 

alfo  conformable  to  law  in  fupport  of  his  ma- 

jcfty'a  prerogative,  and  with  fidelity  to  the 

crown  of  Great  Britain. 

Thxt  addreOcd  the  king  to  confer  on  theni 
Ibme  marks  of  his  royal  favour,  as  a  recomr 
pence  for  the  ill  ufage  they  had  undergone.  At 
length  they  propofed  a  bill,  by  which  the 
Iriih  houfe  of  lords  was  deprived  of  all  right 
to  pals  fentence,  affirm,  or  reverfc  any  judg* 
inent  or  decree,  given  or  made  in  any  court 
iwithin  that  kingdom*  In  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons it  was  oppoied  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  others,  on 
the  grounds  of  t>eing  a  palpable  infringement 
on  the  rights  o^  the  Irifh  peers  and  a  dire^l 
violation  of  the  conftitution  of  Ireland.  How  * 
ever  the  bill  was  carried  4nd  received  the 
royal  a(&nt.  This  perhaps  was  as  great  wd 
daring  an  a&  of  ufurpation  and  injuflice  as 
ever  was  attemfJted,  in  any  the  mofl  arbitrary 
mnd  defpotic  reign,  and  cannot  be  defended  by 
the  boldcft  advocate  for  opprcflion,  on  any 
Q^a  ptin- 
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principle  fave,  only  that  tyrannic  one^  thai 
fowtr  ctrnftitutes  r^ht. — On  the  opening  of 
the  Englifh  pailiament  in  Odober,  i722>  the 
king  obferved,  that  the  adherents  of  the  Pre* 
tender,  were  once  more  determined  to  attempt 
the  fubverfion  of  his  gdvernmeut.  He  expa- 
tiated npon  the  mildnefs  and  integrity  of 
his  own  government,  and  inveighed  againft 
the  ingratitude,  implacability,  and  madnefs  of 
the  difafieded ;  concluding  with  an  afiurance^ 
that  he  would  fteadily  adhere  to  the  confti- 
on  in  church  and  ftate,  and  continue  to  make 
the  laws  of  the  realm,  the  rule  and  meafure  of 
all  his  a£lions*  Such  addrefies  were  prefent-> 
ed  by  both  houfes,  as  the  fears  and  attach- 
ment of  the  majority,  may  be  fuppofedto  have 
dilated  on  fuch  occafion.  A  bill  was  brought 
into  the  houfe  of  lords,  for  fufpending  the 
Habeas  Corpus  a  A  for  a  whole  year ;  but 
they  were  far  from  being'unanimous  in  agree- 
ing to  fuch  an  unufual  length  of  time. 

A.  D.  1722.  ^^  ^^^*  fufpenCon,  the  Eng- 

*  lifli  peers    in  cflTcdl  invefted 

the  mihiftry  with  a  di£latorial  power  over  the 

liberties  of  the  nation.    The  oppofition  to 

this 
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thift  bill  in  the  houfe  of  commons  was  fo  vio- 
lent, that  Mr.  Robert  Walpole  found  it  ncccC- 
fary  to  alarm  their  apprehenfions  by  a  dread- 
inl  ftory  of  a  defign  to  feise  the  bank  and 
exchequer,  and  to  proclaim  the  Pretender  on 
the  royal  exchange.  Their  p^ons  having 
been  inflamed  by  this  ridiculous  artifice, 
the  commons  pafled  the  bill,  which  immedi- 
ately received  the  royal  aflent.  On  the 
iixterath  day  of  November,  his  Majefty 
fent  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  or^nal 
printed  copy  of  a  declaration,  figned  by  the 
Pretender — ^It  was  dated  at  Lucca,  on  the 
twentieth  of  September,  in  the  prefent  year, 
and  appeared  to  beapropofal  addrefled  to 
the  fttbjeds  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
as  well  as  to  all  foreign  princes  and  ftates. 

An     ^,^     Ii^    ^^^^  paper,   the  Chevalier 
having  mentioned  the  late  vio- 
lation of  the  freedom  of  eleAions ;  oonfpira- 
cies  invented  to  give  a  colour  to  new  oppref- 
lion;  infamous  informers,;    and  the  ftate  of 
prefcription  in  which  he  reafonably  prefumed 
every  honeft  man  to  be ;  very  gravely  propo- 
fcd,  that  if  King  George  would  relinquilh 
QS  to 


%2P  A  Vkw  of  Ir^  AjfiBurs 

to  him  the  throne  of  Great  Britain,  he  would 
in  return,  confer  upon  him  the  title  of  kii^ 
in  his  native  dominion^,  and  iblicit  all 
other  ftates  to  cQnfi^m  it :  the  Chevalier  like- 
wife  promifed  to  leitve  king  George  his  fuc- 
ceflioii  to  the  Britifh  dominion^  fecure,  when- 
ever in  due  courfe  his  natural  right  (hould 
take  place.  Both  houfes  unanimoufly  refoU 
ved  that  this  declai^ation  was  a  &lfe,  infolent, 
and  traiterous  libel :  and  aflfured  his  majefty 
they  were  determined  to  fupport  his  tide  to 
the  crown  with  thdr  lives  and  fortunes. 

Thk  commons  prepared  a  bill  for  raifmg 
one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  upon 
the  real  and  perfonal  eftates  of  all  papifts, 
or  perfons  educated  in  tjie  popiih  religioiu 
towards,  defraying  the  expences  occafioned 
by  the  late  rebellion  and  diforder.  It  palled 
the  upper  houfe  of  parliament  without  amend- 
ment, and  w^as  (lamped  with  the  royal  fane- 
lion.  This  bill  muft  evidently  appear  in  the 
eyes  of  all  moderate  men  to  be  a  fpecies  of 
perfecution,  and  on  that  principle  was  oppo;- 
fed  by  many  members  of  the  houfe  of  peers. 

King 
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K1K6  Geo^e  concluded  treaties  withal- 
moft  every  prince  and  ftate  in  Europe,  and 
they  fucceeded  each  other  fo  rapidly,  and  ap* 
peared  at  firft  view  fo  intricate  and  difficult, 
that  they  can  only  be  accounted  for  on  tbefe 
principles,  namely,  that  of  afcertaining  his 
acquifiuons  as  Eledor  of  Hanover,  and  his 
refohition  to  fecure  himfelf  a^ainft  the  difaf- 
ie&k>a  of  his  Britifli  fubjeds,  as  well  as  the 
efforts  of  the  Pretender.  Great  Britain  at 
this  period  enjoyed  profound  tranquillity, 

Irslakd  was  a  little  ruffled  by  an  incidemt 
which  feemed  to  have  been  mifreprefented  to 
the  Iriih.  William  Wood  had  obtained  a 
patent  for  furniihing  Ireland  with  Copper 
currency,  in  which  it  was  reported  to  have  been 
deficient*  A  great  clamour  was  raifed 
againft  this  coin. 

The  Irifh  parliament  which  met  in  Septem- 
ber, refolved,  that  it  would  be  prejudicial  to 
the  revenue,  deftrudive  of  trade,  and  of  dan<* 
gerous  conff;queace  to  the  rights  of  the  fubjeA: 
that  the;  patent  had  been  granted  on  mifrepre- 
fentation ;  that  the  halfpence  would  be  found 

deficient 


132  AViiWoflri/bJffdirs 

deficient  in  weight :  that  even  if  the  terms 
of  the  patent  had  been  complied  with,  ther^ 
would  have  been  a  great  lofs  to  the  na- 
tion i  that  granting  the  power  of  coinage  to 
a  private  perfon^  ha4  ever  been  prejudicial 
to  the  kingdom,  and  wonid  at  all  times  be 
of  dai^;erous  confeq^enee.  '  Addrefles  from 
both  houfes  were  prefented  to  the  king  on 
this  fubje£L  The  affair  was  referred  to  the 
lords  of  the  privy  council  in  ^ugland  ;  they 
juflified  the  conduA  of  the  patentee,  upon 
the  report  of  Sir  Ifaac  Kewton,  apd  other 
officers  of  the  mint,  who  made  the  aflay  of 
^Yood's  halfpence,  and  found  he  had  con^- 
plied  with  the  terms  pf  the  patent.  They 
declared  that  this  currency  exceeded  in  qua- 
lity and  quantity,  all  the  copper  money 
which  had  been  coined  for  Ireland,  in  the 
reigps  of  king  Charles  XL — James  IT. — and 
William  and  Mary. 

A.  D:  1723.      ^^^    ^^^^  council,  like  wife, 
demonftrated,  that  his  majefly's 
predecefTors,  had  always  exercifed  the  un- 
doubted prerogative  of  granting  patents  in 

Ireland    to    private    perfons;   that   none  of 

thefe 
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thefe  patents  had  been  fo  beneficial  to  the 
kingdom,  as  this  i^ranted  to  William  Wood, 
who  had  not  obtained  it  in  an  unprecedented 
manner,  but  after  a  reference  to  the  attorney 
and  foUcitor  general,  and  after  Sir  Ifaac 
Kewton  had  been  confulted  in  every  par- 
ticular :  finally,  they  proved^  by  a  number 
of  witnefles,  that .  there  was  a  real  want  of 
fuch  naoney  in  Ireland.  Notwhhftanding 
this  decifion,  tl^e  ferment  *  was  kept  up  in 
Ireland,  particularly  by  the  writings  of  the 
celebrated  Dean  Swift,  ^nd  fome  other  au^ 
thors — So  that  Wood  voluntarily  reduced  his 
coinagci,  from  the  value  ofolie  hundred 
thoufand,  to  that  of  forty  thoufand  pounds. 
Thus,  the  noife  was  filenced.  The  com- 
mons of  Ireland  at  this  time,  pafTed  an  aft 
for  accepting  tl^e  affirmation  of  the  quaker? 
ioftead  of  an  oath  ;  and  voted  three  hun- 
dred and  forty  thoufand  pounds,  towards 
difcharging  the  debts  of  the  nation,  which 
amounted  to  about  double  that  fum. 

To  put  the  public  debts  of  the  nation  into 
a  method  of  being  fpeedily  and  gradually 
paid,  has  been  the  repeated  theory  of  patriot* 

ifm, 
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ifm>  i>at  unhappily  for  the  fubjedb  has  never 
bpea  reduced  to  practice.  Ireland  at  this 
lime  was  quite  barren  of  fuch  events,  ais 
deferve  a  place  in  hiflory.  The  government 
was  firmly  eftablilhed,  and  peace  and  tranquil* 
lity  perfectly   reftored. 

.    ^  Gkorox  the  I.    after  a  reign  of 

near  thirteen  years,  was  feized 
wkb  a  paralytic  diforder  on  the  road  to  Han- 
over ;  he  loft  the  faculty  of  fpeech,  became 
lethargic,  and  was  conveyed  in  a  (late  of  in- 
fenfibility  to  Ofnabruck.  There  he  expired 
on  Sunday  the  iith  of  June  in  the  year  1727, 
in  the  fixty  eighth  year  of  his  age. 

Gaorge  the  I.  was  plain  and  fimple  in  his 
j>erfon  and  addrefs  ;  grave  and  compofed  in 
his  deportment,  though  eafy,  familiar  and  far 
cetious  in  his  hours  of  relaxation.  Before  he 
afcei^ded  the  throne  of  Great  Britain  he  bad 
acquired  a  charader  of  a  good  general,  and 
a  wife  prince,  who  perfedly  underftood  and 
ftcadily  purfued  his  own  intereft.  With  thefc 
qualities,  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  he 
cj^me  to  England  extremely  well  difpofed  to 

govern 
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govern  his  new  fbbjedts  according  to  the  max- 
ims of  the  Britifh  conftitution  and  the  ge- 
nius of  the  people  ;     aad  whenever  he  devi- 
ated from  thefe  principles,  we  may  take  it 
for  granted  that  he  was   mifled  by  the  venal 
fnggeftions  of  a  miniftry,  whofe  power  and 
influence  were   founded  on  corruption.  For 
whenever  the  miniftry  wanted   to  carry   any 
meafurc,  they  rang  the  changes  upon  a  few 
words,  that  have  been    repeated    ever  fince 
like  cabaliftical  founds,  by    which  the   na- 
tion was    enchanted   into  a  dangerous  con- 
neicion  with  the  concerns  of  the    continent. 
They  harangued,  they  infifted  upon  the   ma- 
chinations of  the  difaffeded,  the  defignsof  a 
popifh     Pretender,    the    Proteftant    intereft, 
and  the  balance  of  power,    until  thefe   ex- 
preflions  became  abfolutely  terms  of  ridicule 
with  every  man   of  common  fenfe  an^  re- 
flexion. 

^    p.  GxoRGS  the  I.  was  ,too  partial 

'  to  a  particular  party  among  his 

fubjeAs,  and  treated  another  with  fuch  feve- 

jrity  as  occafioned  him  many  troubles,  and 

wa:s 
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was  the  caufe  of  this  reign  having  been  ftain* 
edby  fome  fcencs  of  blood  which  were  un- 
IcDOwa  to  that  of  Queea  Anne.  In  the 
reign  of  George  the  I.  the  commerce  of  En- 
gland flouriQied  even  under  a  lead  of  griev- 
ous impofition.  But  the  manufafturcs  of  Ire- 
land, particularly  the  woollen,  were  verging 
to  decay,  owing  to  that  monopolizng  difpo- 
fuion,  which  has  been  fo  apparent,  in  the  con- 
duft  of  the  fitter  country,  on  too  many  oc- 
cafions.  Thelineu  manufaAure  indeed,  in 
the  North  of  Ireland,  was  ^ncreafing  rapidly  ; 
and  the  more  fo,  as  it  did  not  interfere  with 
any  fimilar  manufadlure  in  Great  Britain. 
For  it  is  a  truth  that,  candour  requires 
ihould  be  declared^  that  the  felfifh  policy,  the 
illiberal  and  narrow  principles  of  the 
commercial  interefts  of  the  fifter  nation,  had 
depreTed  two  long,  the  trade  commerce  and 
nianufa£lures  of  Ireland. 

From  4he  death  of  Charles  II.  to  that 
of  George  I.  confiderable  improvement!  took 
place  in  every  branch  of  literature,  Do6lors 
Atterbury  and  Clarke  diftinguifhed  themfelves 
in  divinity.    John  Lock;  fhone  forth  the  great 

,     reftorer 
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reftorer  of  human  reafon.  The  Earl  of 
Shaftlbury  raifed  an  elegant,  though  feeble^ 
fyftem  of  moral  philofophy.  Berkcly  Lord 
biihop  of  Gloyne,  exceeded  all  his  contem- 
poraries in  fubilety  and  variety  of  metaphy- 
fical  arguments,  as  well  as  in  the  art  of  de- 
dudion.  Wallis,  Halley,  and  Flamfiead 
made  great  progreCs  in  the  mathematics  and 
aflronomy.  But  in  thofe  fciences  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton  eclipfed  them  all. 

William  Conor  eve  diflinguiihed  him- 
felf  for  his  comedies,  which  are  not  fo  fa- 
mous for  ftrength  of  charadter  and  power  of 
humour^  as  for  wit,  elegance  and  regularity. 
Steele  in  his  comedies  fuccefsfuUy  engrafted 
modern  charadlers  on  the  ancient  drama* 
Farquhar  drew  his  pidures  from  fancy,  rather 
than  from  nature,  and  his  merit  chiefly  pon- 
iifts  in  the  agreeable  pertnefs  and  vivacity  of 
his  dialogue*  The  fame  of  Addifon  as  a 
poet  greatly  exceeded  his  genius,  which  was 
cold  and  enervate,  but  he  yielded  to  none  in 
the  charader  of  an  eflayift  either  for  flyle  or 
^matter.  Swift  whofe  mufe  feems  to  have 
been  mere  mifantrophy,  was  a  cynic  rather 
than  a  poet,  and  his  natural  drynefs  atd  far- 

caftic 
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caftic  feverity  would  have  been  difagrecablci 
had  he  not  qualified  them  by  adopting-  the 
extravagant  humour  of  Lucian  and  Rabelais. 
Prior  was  lively,  familiar  and  amufiiig.  Rowe 
was  folemn  florid  and  declamatory:  Pope 
was  the  prince  of  lyric  poetry,  he  was  unri- 
valled in  fatire,  ethics,  and  poliftied  verfi- 
fication.  Parnell  was  agreeable.  Garth  wild 
witty  and  whimfical.  Gay's  fables  may  vie 
with  thofe  of  La  Fontaine,  in  native  humour, 
eafe,  and  fimplitiry ;  hisgenins  for  paftoral  was 
truly  original.  Doftor  Bentley  flood  foremofl 
in  the  lift  of  critics  and  commentators.  The 
moft  remarkable  political  writers  were,  Davc- 
nant,  Hore,  Molineaux,  Swift,  Steele,  Ad- 
difon,  Bolingbroke,  and  Trenchard. 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  princes  in  genefal 
are  fo  carelefs  in  their  temper,  or  fo  little  en- 
dowed with  the  virtue  of  liberality,  that  they 
have  allowed  many  authors  of  virtue  and 
probity,  to  live  in  obfcurity  and  die  in  want, 
and  men  of  the  greateft  merit,  aided  by  the 
moft  powerful  abilities  and  genius,  have  been 
necefllitated  to  write  for  bread.  Craving  cour- 
tiers, parafltes  and  fycophants  furround  prin- 
ces 
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ces  and  courts,  and  engrofs  that  expence, 
which  would  be  much  better  bellowed  on  the 
encouragement  of  literary  merit. 

LjcwisXIV.  conferred  penfions  on  learned 
meu  throughout  all  Europe ;  his  academics 
were  dire£ted  by  rules  and  fupported  by  fa- 
laries.  A  generofity  which  does  great  honour 
to  Ids  memory,  and  in  the  eyes  of  all  the 
ingenious  part  of  mankind  will  be  efteemed  an 
ai:onement  for  many  of  the  errors  of  his  reign. 
We  may  be  furprifed,  that  this  example  (hould 
not  be  more  followed  by  princes  ;  fince  it  is 
cenain  that  this  bounty  fo  extenfive,  fo  bene- 
ficial, and  fo  much  celebrated,  coft  not  that 
monarch  fo  great  a  fum  as  is  often  conferred  on 
one  fingle,  ufelefs  overgrown  favourite  or 
courtier. 

A  D  1*72*7  ^'^  ^^^  acceflion  of  George 
the  Second,  the  Engliih  nation 
had  great  caufe  to  wilh.  for  an  alteration  of 
meafures.  The  public  debt,  notwithftandiug 
the  boalled  oeconomy  and  management  of 
the  miniflers,  was  now  increafed  to  fifty  mil* 
lions>    two  hundred  and  fixty  one  thoufand, 

two 
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two  huhdfed  and  fix  pounds.  The  ivaiioo 
was  bewildered  ia  a  labyrinth  of  treaties  and- 
conventions,  by  which  it  flood  engaged  to 
pay  fubfidies  to  many  continental  powers, 
with  whom  its  real  intereft  could  never  be 
connefled. 

The  wealth  of  the  nation  had  been.  U^ 
vifhed  upon  thefe  foreign  connexions;  up«n 
unneceffary  wars,  and  unfuccefsful  eltfe-i 
ditions.  Dangerous  encroachments  had  been 
made  upon  the  conftitution ;  by  •  the  repeid 
of  the  aft  for  triennial  parliaments.;  hf 
frequent  fufpenfions  of  the  hahtas  c^rpnis 
aA,  upon  frivolous  occafions  ;  by  repealing 
claufes  in  the  a£t  of  fettlemeilt ;  by  votes  of 
credit;  by  habituating  the  people  to  a  fitad*^ 
ing  army ;  and  above  all,  by  eftabliibng  * 
fyftem  of  corruption,  which  at  all  times 
would  fecure  amajority  in  parliament*  The 
nature  of  prerogative  was  now  fo  well  ua- 
derftood,  and  fo  fecurely  limited  and  re> 
ftrained,  that  it  could  no  longer  be  ofiDd  for 
the  fame  oppreffive  purpofes  as  formerly  ; 
and  an  avowed  extenfion  of  the  prerogitive 
was  too  bold  a  meafure  for  either  the  courage 

or 
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Of  refolution  of  the  prefent  miniftry  td  exert. 
They  knew  their  own  ftrengih,  and  had  it* 
courfe  to  a  more  certain  and  effeflnal  ezpe-, 
dient* 

The  vice,  luinry,  and  ptoftitution  of 
the  age  ;  the  almoft  total  eztin£lion  of  fen* 
timcnt,  honour,  and  public  fpirit ;  had  pre^ 
pared  the  minds  of  men  for  flavery  and  cor- 
ruption:  The  means  were  in  the  hands  of 
the  miniftrr ;  the  public  treafure  was  at 
theiir  devotion;  they  multiplied  places  and 
pcnfions  to  encreafethe  uumber  of  their  crea^^ 
ttttes :  they  laviihed  the  money  of  the  na- 
tion without  tafte,  difcernment,  decency,  or 
remorie ;  they  inhfted  an  army  of  the  mod 
abandoned  mercenaries,  whom  they  employed 
to  vindicatti  the  worft  meafures,  in  the  face 
of  truth,  common  fenfe,  and  common  ho- 
nefty :  and  they  did  not  fail  to  ftigmatize  ae 
Jacobites  and  enemies  to  the  government,  all 
thofe  who  prefumed  to  queftion  the  merit  of 
their  adminiftration. 

An  exprefs  arriving  on  the  fourteenth  of 

June,  with  an  account  of  the  king's  death. 

Vol.  1/  R.  King 


t^2  A  View  of  Irijh  Affairs 

King  George,  the  Second,  repaired  from 
Richmond,  where  he  received  this  intelli- 
gence, to  Leicefter-houfe ;  and  the  members 
of  the  privy  council  being  affenibled,  were 
fworn  anew.  His  majefty  declared  his  firm 
determination  to  maintain  and  p refer ve  th^ 
conftitution  in  church  and  ftate,  and  to  cul- 
tivate thofe  alliances  which  his  father  had 
made  with  foreign  princes.  On  the  next  day  he 
was  proclaimed  king  of  Great  Britain.  All  the 
great  officers  of  ftate  continued  in  their  pla- 
ces. Sir  Robert  ^^''alpole,  kept  poflcflion  of 
the  treafury,  and  the  fyftem  of  politics, 
which  the  late  king  had  cftabliftied,  under- 
went no  fort  of  alteration.  Ireland  at  the 
commencement  of  this  reign  found  herfelf 
happy  under  the  government  of  Lord  Car- 
teret. The  parliament  that  al&mbled  in  the 
month  of  September,  17:49,  approved  them- 
felves  the  fathers  of  their  country ;  for  iu 
fome  time  after  this  feffion,  which  was  both 
conduced  and  concluded  with  fo  much 
harmony  and  patriotifm,  they  eftablifhed 
funds  for  the  diftharge  of  the  public  debts, 
and  for  fupporting  the  expences  of  govern- 
ment:   they  ena£ied  falutary  laws,  for  the 

encouragement 
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encouragement  of  manufa£lurci,    trade  and 
agriculture ;    they  alfo   formed    many    wife 
regulations  in  different  branches   of  civil  oe- 
conomy.     Lord  Garter  et  returned    to  Great 
Britain ;   and  was  fucceededby  the  Duke  of 
Dorfet.  Lord  Carteret,  ty  a  mild  and  moderate 
government,  made  the  Irifti  happy  and  content- 
ed ;   he  checked  and  reftrained  the  morf  dc- 
figning    and  artful    part  of  the  nation,   and 
foothed  the  moft  violent;   He  controled  prodi- 
gality, and  encouraged  induftry ;  he  promoted 
the  commerce,  and  gave  fpirit  to  the  drooping 
manufaAures    of  the  country  ;     he  was  fru* 
gal  of  the  public  money  and  hoftile  to  ve- 
nality   and   corruption;     By  fuch  condud^ 
Lord  Carteret, .  has  tranfmitted  to  pofterity^ 
in  the  faithful  regifter  of  Irifh  gratitude,  a 
tianfe  that  muft  b^  revered  for  its  wifdom, 
its  virtue,   and  its    philanthropy.     The  ad- 
miniftration  of  Lord   Carteret,  proves  that  a 
chief  governor  of  Ireland,  may  at  the  fame 
time  ierve  and  promote!  the  intereft  of   the 
crown,  and  conciliate  the  affeAions  and  ef<* 
uem  of  the  people. 

R  a  Thx 
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A  D  1720  '^^^  hiftory  of  Ireland,  for 
fomc  time  fubrequcnt  lo  thU 
period,  is  no  way  iDterefting  nor  remarkable 
for  events  of  any  great  moment  or  impor- 
tance  ;  while  Great  Britain  was  engaged  in 
an  annual  revolution  of  debates  in  pirlia- 
ment,  debates  in  which  the  fame  argnmebts 
perpetually  recur  on  the  fame  fubjcfts.  At 
this  period,  the  interior  government  of  Great 
Britain  was  conduced  by  Sir  Robert  Wal-* 
pole,  a  man  of  extraordinary  talents,  who 
from  low  beginnings,  raifed  hrmfelf  to  the 
head  of  the  treafury.  He  was  endowed  with 
4  fpecies  of  eloquence,  which',  though  neitlittr 
nervous  nor  elegant^  flowed  with  great  fitci- 
Kty,  and  was  fo  plaufiblt  on  all  fabjeAs,  that 
even  when  he  mifreprefented  the  truth,  whe^ 
tber  from  ignorance  or  deiign  ;  he  rarely 
(ailed  to  perfuade  that  part  of  his  aud(e&cd, 
for  whofe  hearing  his  fpeech  was  partifculai'ly 
intended.  He  was  an  avowed  enemy  to^'tbe 
Tory  party.  He  was  moreover  intimately  ae- 
quainted  with  the  nature  of  the  public  funds, 
and  well  undefftood  the  whole  myftery  of  ftoek 
jobbing.     This  knowledge  produced  a  con- 

nezioa 
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nezion  between  him  and  the  money-corpora- 
tk>ns,  which  ferved  to  enhance  his  importance. 

«    '  '     '^ 

A.  D-  17^2  ^^  perceived  the  bulk  of 
mankind  was  attached  by  a  for- 
did thiift  of  lucre,  and  he  had  fi^racity 
eaoagh  to  convert  the  degeneracy  of  the 
tlipes  to  his  own  advantage  aad  emolument ; 
ju^d-on  this,  and  this  alone,  he  founded  the 
entbe  fupejftruAuxe  of  his  adminiftration. 
His  influo^ce  was  fuch,  that:  all  obje£lions 
vanilhed  before  his  unbounded  power,  whick 
nothing  but  the  immediate  danger  P^f  popular 
commotion  could  poi&bly  check- 

SocH  interpoiition  once  aAually  defeated 
the  famous  excife  fcheme,  which  hs^d  been 
vigorouQy  adopted  by  Walpole.  The  excife 
fyficm  Walpole  introduced  on  the  princi- 
ple of  preventing  pumeroiis  frauds  arid  per-* 
jprics,  whereby  the  public  revenue  wai 
very  confiderably  injured,  and  the  fair  tear 
der  ruined.  But  the  meafure  of  a  general 
excife  was  oppofed,  on  the  grounds  that  it 
would  prove  deftruAive  to  tradit,  and  dan^ 
gerpus  to  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft.    It  was 

wifely 
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ynMj  fuggefted,  that  it  would  be  pjroduflive 
of  a  fwarm  of  ezcife  officers,  appointed  and 
payed  by  the  crown,  confequently  dependent 
on  it,  and  by  which  it  would  ftill  be  ena- 
bled to  {uake  further  ilrides  in  influencing 
the  freedom  of  eledions.    Had   Walpole  on 
this  occafion  nothing  to  encounter,  but  the 
oppofition  within  doors,  he  would  have  un- 
doubtedly carried  his  fchcme  into  effeft  ;  but 
the  whole  nation  was  alarmed,  and  clamoured 
loudly  againft  the  bill.  The  populace  blocked 
up  all  the  avenues  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  even  infulted  the  perfons  of  thofe  mem- 
bers who  were  known  to   favour  the  excifc 
fcheme.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  at  length  began  to 
1y  in  fear  of  his  life,  and  poftponed  the  bilL 
The  mifcarriage  of  this  bill  was  celebrated 
with  public  rejoicings,   in  London  and  Weft- 
.  minder ;   and  the  minifter  was  burnt  in  eflSgy- 
by  the  populace.    The  fubjeA  which  of  all 
others  employed  the  eloquence  and  abilities 
of  both  fides  of  the  houfe  to  the  moft  power- 
ful exertions,  was  a  bill  introduced  for  the  re- 
peal of   the  Septennial  Aft,  and  for  the  more 
frequent  meeting  and  calling  of  parliament.  It 
^vas  affcrted   that  the  feptcnnial  law,  was  an 

encroachment 
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encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the  people ;  a 
law  pafled  by  a  parliament  that  made  itfelf 
feptennial. 

A    n     «  ^  The  miniftry  challenged  the 
A.  1),  1 733*  r  •  J 

oppolition      to   produce    one 

inftance  in  which  the  leaft  encroachment  had 
been  made  on  the  liberties  of  the  people  fince 
the  feptennial  aft  took  place  :  and  they  defied 
the  moft  ingenious  and  refined  malice  to 
prove,  that  bis  prefent  majefty  had  ever  at- 
tempted to  extend  the  prerogative  beyond  its 
legal  bounds.  On  the  other  fide^  it  was  main- 
tained, that  the  law  relative  to  treafbn  was 
materially  changed  fince  that  period  ;  that  in 
former  times  a  man  was  tried  by  a  jury  of  his 
neighbours,  within  the  county  where  the 
crimes  were  alledged  to  have  been  commit- 
ted ;  but  by  an  aft  of  a  feptennial  parliament 
he  might  be  removed  and  tried  any  where 
that  either  the  crown  or  minifler  pleafed.  It 
was  alked  if  the'  riot  aft  had'  not  been  an  en- 
croachment on  the  rights  of  the  people.  An 
aft  by  which  a  little  infignificant  juflice  of  the 
peace,  the  meaneft*and  vilcfl  tool  a  miuifter 
wn  ufe,  who  perhaps  fubOfls  by  his  being  in 

the 
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fhe  commiflion,  aud  may  be  deprived  of  that 
fubiiftence  at  the  p^eafure  of  his  patron*  had 
it  ia  kis  power  to  put  a  number  of  the  bcft 
fubjeds  in  the  kingdom  to  death,  without 
any  trial  o^  form,  bift  tl^t  of  feading  a  pr6cla^ 
mation.  However,  notwithftanding  the  moft 
warm,  the  moft  nervous  an4  the  moft  pathetic 
ftrains  of  eloquence  in  favour  of  the  billf  it 
was  fupprefled  ^  a  corrupt  majority  of  Wal«- 
pole's  creatures. 

In  the  feflion  of  1735,  a  petition  waf  pre- 
fented  to  the  houfe  of  commons  of  Ireland^ 
by  Benjamin  Copland  and  others,  on  behalf  of 
themfelves  and  the  reft  of  the  farmers^  gra* 
ziers  of  Ireland,  fetting  forth,  '*  that  feyenl 
''  of  the  petitioners  have  been  of  Late,  aQ4 
''  now  are,  fued  for  the  tithes  of  the  agiftment 
''of  dry  and  barren  cattle,  notwithftanding- 
*'  that  according  to  the  beft  informadon  thejr 
'*  have  had,  no  fuch  (itbcs  have  been  evei; 
''  paid,  or  even  demanded  in  this  kingdoia 
"  until  a  few  years  fincc,  and  piaying  relief 
''therein.".  '        ' 

Acorn- 
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A  coormittee  of  thirty  feven  members  was 
tlica  appointed  to  examine  the  allegations  of 
the  faid  petition,  and  to  repon  their  proceed- 
ings and  opinion  thefeon.  The  coihniittee 
refolvedf  that  the'  petitioners  had  proved  the 
allegations  of  their  petition;  to  the  faiisfaflion 
of  the  cOmmhiee.  The  hqufe  accordingly. 
ordered,  rbat  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  heads 
of  a  bill  for  afcenaining  the  thhc  of  herbage, 
or  agiftmcnt  of  dry  and  barren  cattle  in  Ire- 
land, and  fettling  the  methods  of  recovering 
thvfame.  By  this  it  fully  appears,  that  it  was 
tlie  decided  fenfe  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
that  the  tithe  of  agiftment  was  a  legal  and  ex- 
ifting  part  of  the  property  of  the  clerjy  of  Ire- 
land at  that  period.  We  have  not  been  able  to 
difeover  whether  any  fuch  heads  of  a  bill  were 
introduced ;  but  certain  it  is,  no  fuch  bill 
palled.  However  the  oppofcrs  of  the  plergy 
feemed  aware,  that  th^  petition  and  order 
above  recited  were  rather  too  favourably  to 
their  ^aim  of  agiftment  tithe,  and  probably 
declined  to  bring  in  the  bill,  which,  according 
to  the  tenor  of  the  order,  would  have  recog- 
nized the  title  of  the  clergy. 

The 
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The  enemies  of  the  agiftment  tithe  took 
new  ground  for  their  attack,  and  on  the  fifth 
of  March,  1735>  a  petition  of  Samuel  Law, 
and  other  gentlemen  and  landholders  of  the 
county  of  Meath,  was  prefented  to  the  houfe, 
fetting  forth,  "  that  the  clergy  in  the  feveral 
*^  parts  where  the  petitioners  dwell,  have  ccm- 
^*  menced  and  threaten  to  commence  fuits  for 
''  a  new  kind  oftithcy  under  the  name  of  agift- 
"  ment  of  dry  and  barren  cattle  grievous 
"  to  the  petitioners  and  praying  relief."  On 
this  petition  a  committee  of  thirty  feven  mem- 
bers was  appointed,  and  on  the  I'/th  of  March, 
the  report  of  the  committee  and  their  refolu* 
lions  thereon  were  laid  before  the  houfe.  The 
refoluiio|f  was  as  follows:  ^^  refolved,  that 
the  petitioners  have  fully  proved  the  allega- 
tions  of  their  petition,  to  the  fatisfadion  of 
the  committee,  and  deferve  the  flvongeft  affifl- 
ancc  the  houfe  can  give  thfm/' 

The  houfe  agreed  to  this  refolution  and 
refolved,  that  the  s^Uotments,  glebes,  and 
known  tithes,  with  other  ecclefiaftical  emolu- 
ments, afcertained  before  this  new  (which  they 
ignorantly  called  fo)  demand  of  tithe  of  agift- 
\  meot 
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ment  for  dry  and  barren  cattle,  are  an 
honourable  and  plentiful  proviHon  for  the 
clergy  of  Ireland. 

It  was  alfo  refolved,  that  the  demand  of  the 
lithe  of  agiftment,  was  grievous  and  burthen- 
fome  to  both  landlords  and  tenants.  And  a 
motion  was  put  and  carried,  that  the  com- 
mencing fuits  upon  thefe  demands,  muft  im- 
pair the  proteftant  intereft,  by  driving  many 
ufeful  hands  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  occa- 
fion  popery  and  infidelity  to  gain  ground  by 
the  contefts  which  would  nccefTarily  arife  be- 
tween the  laity  and  clergy.  This  bufinefs  was 
then  concluded  by  this  refolution.  ^'  Refolved, 
*'  that  all  legal  ways  and  means  ought  to  be 
"  made  ufe  of,  to  oppofe  all  attempts  that  ftiall 
"  hereafter  be  framed  to  carry  demands  of 
"  agiftment  tithe  into  execution,  until  a  proper 
"  remedy  can  be.provided  by  the  legiflature." 

It  furely  was  an  extraordinary  doflrinc,  to 
call  the  tythe  of  agiftment  a  new  demand, 
as  nothing  can  be  more  certain,  or  better  efta- 
bliftied  in  law,  than  that  the  lithe  of  agiftment 
is  due  by  the  common  Uw,  as  indifputably 

as 
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as  the  tithe  of  bay  or  corn.  Corrupt  as  thofe 
days  were,  the  members  rouft  have  known 
that  an  exprefTed  opinion  of  that  houfe  could 
not  change  the  laws  of  the  land,  or  deprive 
a  whole  body  of  men,  an  integral  part  of  the 
ftate,  of  their  legal  property.  If  it  were  not 
their  property,  the  courts  of  juftice  would 
foon  pronounce  the  law  againflr  them. 
The  clergy  were  intimidated  by  this  refolntion 
from  a  profedution  of  their  juft  rights,  as  no 
clergyman  has  been  found  bold  enough,  to  give 
the  law  of  the  land  an  opportuoity  of  ftrug* 
gling  with  an  half  exprefled  opinion  of  oae 
iK>ufe  of  parliament.  As  the  refolution  is  npt 
grounded  on  law,  let  us  examine  if  it  was 
founded  on  found  policy,  or  oij  the  real  inter 
refts  of  the  country, 

* 
No  man  who  has  read  a  page  in  hiilory,  $od 
who  has  looked  round  htm,  «nd  contemplatiedi. 
the  habits,  arts,  and  manners  of  the  living 
world,  can  for  an  inftant  entertain  a  doubt  but 
tillage  is  preferable  to  pafturage,  a  mode  of  oc- 
cnpyiug  the  foil,  which  enriches  the  few  and 
ftarves  the  many,  which  converts  the  moft  de- 
lightful plains  of  Ireland,  into  filent  forlorn, 

aji4 
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and  defolatc  wafte ;  which  nips  population, 
induftryand  national  profperity  in  the  bud,  by 
preventing  the  means  of  earning  an  honeft 
fubfiftence  by  ufefiil  labour.  Pafturage,  when 
too  far  extended,  necef&rily  produces  all  thefe 
evils. 

Thus,  by  this  impolitic  refolution,  the  fub- 
fiilence  of  the  clergy  was  in  future  to  be  con- 
fined to  that  fpecies  of  land  which  ought  leaft 
to  be  burthened,  and  to  that  dafs  of  people, 
which  in  found  policy,  ihould  be  moft  effec- 
tually encouraged  and  fupported.  Thus  a 
bounty  was  granted  to  extend  the  propagation 
of  a  national  evil,  while  the  real  cultivator  of 
the  foil  fliould  repine  at  an  incumbrance, 
though  fanAioned  by  law,  from  which  in- 
trigue, influence,  and  the  felfifhnefs  of  intcr- 
efted  men  in  power,  had  relieved  his  indolent 
and  defolating  neighbours. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      VII. 

Violent  debate  on  the  Motion,  introduced  into  the 
Britijh  Parliament^  for  a  Settlement  on  the 
Prince  of  Wales — Rebellion  exited  by  the  young' 
Pretender — His  total  defeat  by  the  Duke  ef 
Cumberland — Peace  of  Jix  la  ChapelU — 
Death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales — An  A 8  for 
changing  the  old  Style — Difputes  in  the  Irijb 
Parliament — Earthquake  at  Lifbon — Death  of 
Admiral  Byng — Attempt  of  Damien  on  the 
French  King — Proceedings  in  Ireland — The 
Refolutions  of  the  Irijb  Parliament ^^Thurofs 
^^fig^  ^f  landing  in  Ireland  fruflrated* 

A.  D.  .73^.  T^  ^^^  ^"""^  Parliament 
X  Mr.  Pultcney  introduced  t 
motion,  for  to  addrefs  his  majcfty  to  fettle 
one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  on 
the  Prince  of  Wales.  He  reprefcnted  that 
fuch  a  fettlement  was  both  reafonable  and 
neceflary,  to  maintain  the  independency  of 
the  heir  apparent  to  the  crown,  and  that  a 
fimilar  one  had  been  enjoyed  by  his  prefent 
majefty,   during  the  life  of  his  father. 

This 
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This  motion  was  the  fubjcft  of  no  fmall 
contention  ;  and  was  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by 
Walpolc,  as  an  encroachment  on  the  prero- 
gative ;  at  an  officious  intermeddling  in 
tbe  king^s  afiairs,  and  at  an  effort  to  fet  his 
majefty  and  the  prince  at  variance-  But 
a  mifunderftanding  had  already  taken  place 
in  tbe  royal  family. 

Walpolr  informed  the  houfe,  that  his 
majefty,  in  order  to  prevent  any  bad  cou- 
fequcnces  that  might  refult  from  any  undu- 
liful  meafure,  the  prince  might  be  advifed 
to  purfue  ;  would  fettle  a  fuitable  join- 
ture on  the  Priucefs  of  Wales  ;  and  that  in 
order  to'  render  the  prince's  allowance  of 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  lefs  precarious, 
he  would  grant  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the 
faid  fifty  thoufand  pounds  a  year  during  his 
own  life,  exclufive  of  the  prince's  revenues 
arifing  from  the  duchy  of  Cornwall.  Wal- 
pole  endeavoured  to  demonflrate  that  this 
proviiion  was  as  much  as  the  king  could 
afford  for  the  prince's  fupport  and  main- 
tenance; and  he  largely  expatiated  on  the 
dangerous  confequences  that  might  enfue,  if 
the  fon  (hould  be  rendered  altogether  inde- 
pendent of  the  father. 
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The  fupponers  of  the  njoiion  obfcrvcd, 
that  the  allowance  was  totally  inadequate 
to  defray  the  prince's  yearly  expence,  with* 
Out  otie  ihilling  for  a6ls  of  either  charity  or 
munificence ;  but  after  a  warm  and  lon^ 
4ebate,    the  moiioii  Was  Jrejefled. 

WhIle  the  coniinent'  of  turbpe,  and 
the  ifles  of  America,  were  expofed  to  the  rava- 
ges of  war,  and  fubjefled  to  the  viciflitudes 
of  fortune,  Great  Britain  was  threatened  with 
a  dangerous  convuliion  in  the  internal  de- 
partments of  the  ftatc.  Thefon  of  the  Chevalier 
de  St.  George,  firdd  with  ambition,  and  anima- 
ted with  the  hope  of  afcending  the  throne  of 
his  anceftors,  refolved  \o  make  an  effort  for 
that  purpofe.  The  lime  he  chofe  for  exciting 
an  inteftine  commotion  in  Great  Britain,  was 
extremely  favourable  to  his  views, 

*   p.     ^   ^     Scotland   was  quite  unfurnifti- 
A,  D.  1 745.  ^  ^ 

ed  with  troops,  and  in  many 
places  difaffeded ;  the  Jacobites  were  nume- 
rous in  England  ;  King  George  was  in  Ger- 
many; and  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  at 
the  head  of  the  Englifh  army  was  employed 

ii< 
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in  Flanders.  At  this  junflurc,  the  y6uii^ 
Pretender  landed  iti  Scdtland,  but  without 
either  hioncy  or  forces  ;  however,  in  a  ftiort 
tim^,  he  was  joined  by  i  confiderable  nuini 
ber  of  Highlanders,  under  their'  rerpe£iive 
chie£i:  England  was  now  completely  alarmed. «. 

The  Iprdr  6f  thife  regency  iflued  a  procla-. 
mation,  bffering  li  reward  of  thirty  thoafimd  },, 
pounds,  to  any   perfon  Who  ihould  appre-  *^ 
hend  the  Prince  Ad vebtiirer ;  and  i  cbi|iirier\'^' 
was  difpatched  to  HoUind,  to  hafteh  th^'  re- 
turn of  his  majefty,  who  artived  in  Ehgland   «  ^ 
about  the  end  Auguft,  in  this  year.    Bodies 
of    volunteers   were  incotpotated '  in   ]^n- 
doui    and  many   cJtheir  places  ;  aflbciatlons; 
were  formed,  and  large  contributions  were  "^ 
raifed  ini  difierent  towtis,   cdunties  and  CQm- 
mtinities,  and  the  moft  vigorous  prepafati-'^ 
oils  wei*e  made  throughout '  the  nation.  « 

Trii  proteftaiit  clerg^  of  all'denominations 
iexertcd  their  utmdft  ardour  in  pfeaching 
agtiinft  the  popifh  religion  and  the  Pfeten- 
dei- ;  and  the  friends  of  the  government 
irare  encctoraged,    animated  and  tonfitthb<i 

Vol.  I;  S  Ixi 
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in  their  principlci,  by  fevcral  fpiritual  pro- 
dudlions  publi(he4  oa  the  occafion.  In  a 
word,  the  mafs  of  the  people  leemed  unani- 
moufly  bent  upon  oppofing  the  I^etender, 
who  nevenhelefs^  had  already  made  furprifing 
progrefs. 

His  arrival  in  Scotland  was  no  fooner  eon- 
firmed,  than.  Sir  John  Cope,  who  command- 
ed the  troops  in  that  Kingdom,  aflembled  what 
force  he  could  colleA  together,  and  advanced 
againft  the  rebels.  By  this  time,  the  young 
Pretender  h^d  poifefied  himfelf  of  Edin* 
burgh,  where  he  caufed  his  father  to  be  pro- 
claimed, and  alfo  publiflied  a  manifeflo,  in 
which  he  was  appointed  by  his  father,  regent 
of  his  dominions* 

DuRiKO  thefe  tranfaclions  General  Cope 
advanced  to  Edinburgh^  to  give  the  enemy 
battle.  But  the  young  Pretender  engaged 
him  at  Prefton-Pans,  and  gained  a  complete 
vidory  over  him.  From  this  viftory  the 
Pretender  derived  manifold  and  important 
advantages:  hts  follower^  were  armed,  his 
party  encouraged,  and  his  enemies  intimi- 
dated. 

But 
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But  he  wfi9  not  jtxva  a  coadition  to  take  ad« 
vantage  o£  that  confternation  ^hich  his  late  \ 
iitceefiihad  diffufed  tlirbugbout  the  nation. 
A¥bilc  the  Prctaider  endeavoured  to  iin- 
prove  the  advantages  he  had  acquired.  Great 
Britain  took  every  poiTible  meafure  to  check 
his  progrefs.  Immediately  after  the  opening 
of  theBriiifh  parliamenti  the  DukebfCnm* 
berland  arrived  from  the  Ketherlands.  The 
trained  bands  of  London  were  reviewed  by  his 
tnajefty :  the  county  regiments  were  complex 
ted ;  the  volunteiers  induftrioufly  aj^lied ' 
khemfelves  to  the  ufe  and  extercife  of  arms ; 
and  the  whole  Englifh  nation  feemed  to  rife 
up  as  one  man  againft  this  formidable  inva* 
der.  The  young  Piretender  having  mnftered  . 
a  numerous  army,  made  a  fally  into  England, 
and  invefled  Garlifle,  which  in  three  dsys 
forrend«red;  Here  he  found  a  confiderablc 
{lore  of  arms;  and  his  father  was  proclaimed 
king  of  Great  Britain,  and  himfelf  declared  re* 
gent,  by  the  magiftrates,  in  their  formalities 
From  thence  he  matched  within  one  hundred 
miles  of  the  cajiital.  Which  was  now  filled  with 
the  utmoft  terror  and  confiernati^n. 

Sa  This 
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This  ftate  of  fufpenfe  was  of  ftiort  duration. 
The  young  Pretender  bad  now  advanced  into 
the  middle  of  the  kingdom  and  not  a  foul  ap- 
peared in  his  behalf;  he  therefore  deter  mi* 
ned  to  retire  to  Scotland,  and  this  young  adven- 
turer effeded  a  retreat  thither,  perhaps  as  fut* 
prifing  as  any  that  ever  was  performed.  But 
the  moft  remarkable  circumftance  of  this  expe- 
dition, was  the  moderation  and  regularity 
with  which  thefe  ferocious  troops  eondudted 
themfelves  in  a  country  abounding  with  plun- 
der. No  violence  was  offered ;  no  outrage 
committed ;  and  they  were  cffeftually  re- 
firained  from  the  exercife  of  rapine.  Not- 
withftanding  the  excdfive  cold,  the  hunger 
and  fatigue  to  which  they  muil  have  been  ex- 
pofed,^they  left  behind  them  no  (ick,  and44ft 
only  a  fey  flragglers  ;  they  retired  with  de- 
liberation and  carried  off  their  cannon  la 
the  face  of  their  enemy.  After  this  the  Pre^ 
tender  routed  and  defeated  general  Hawley 
tft  Falkirk,  the  greateft  part  of  whofe  troops 
fled  in  the  utmoft  conftcrnation.  Geneial  Haw- 
ley  having  boafted,  that  with  two  regiments 
of  dragoons  he  would  drive  the  rebel  army 
from  ov»  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other, 

incurred 
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incurred  abundance  of  cenfure  for  the  difpo- 
fition  he  niade,  as  well  as  for  \iU  condu£l 
before  and  after  the  a&ion ;  and  the  Duke  •  of 
Cumberland  was  chofen  to  take  the  comoMind 
of  the  army  in  Scotland. 

The  Duke  put  himfelf  immediately  at  the 
head  of  the  forces,  and  on  the  fixteenth  of 
April,  in  the  year  13^6,  he  came  up  to  the 
rebels  on  CuUoden  Moor,  and  in  lefs  than 
thirty  minutes  he  totally  defeated  the  Preten- 
der's entire  army. 

AD  m  6  However  the  glory  of  the  vic- 
tory was^fuUied  by  the  barbarity 
of  the  foldiers*  They  had  been  provoked  by 
their  former  difgraces  to  the  moft  fav^e 
thirft  of  revenge.  Not  content  with  the 
blood  which  was  Ihed  intheheatofadion^^ 
they  traverfed  the  field,  after  the  enemye's 
defeat  and  mailacred  thofe  miferable  wretch- 
es who  lay  maimed  and  expiring ;  nay  fome 
officers  a£led  a  fanguinary  part  in  this  cruel 
feene  of  aflafUnati^n :  it  was  the  triumph  of 

)ow  illiberal    minds,  uninfpired    by    fenti- 
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ment,  unttnAtired  by  humanity.  Thus,  iu 
one  Ihort  hour  all  the  young  adventurcr^s 
hopes  were  extinguilhed  and  the  rebellion 
completely  crufhed.. 

<         r       •  '  ■»       -    . 

Tax  Pretender  difinifled  his  followers  and 
wandiered  about,  a  wretched  and  folitary  fugi- 
tive, among  the  ifles  and  mountains,  for  the 
fpace  of  five  months,  and  underwent  fuch  a 
feries  of  dangers,  hardOiips,  and  mifery,  as 
probably  no  other  perfonever  outlived.  In  the 
month  of  May  th&Duke  of  Cumberland  fent  de- 
tachments off  on  all  hands  to  hunt  down  the  fu-* 
gitivcs,  and  defolate  the  country  wlx)i  fire  and 
fword;  They  plundered  and  burned  every  houfc, 
hut  and  habitation,  they  met  with,  without  dif- 
tin£Hon;  they  carried  off  all  the  cattle  and 
provifiona.  The  men  were  either  Ihot  on  the. 
mountains  like  wild  beails,  or  put  to  dc^th 
in  cold  blood  without  form  of  trial :  the 
women,  after  having  feen  theiy  hufbands  and 
filthers  murdered^  were  fubjefted  to  brutal 
violation,  and  ftien  turned  out  naked,  with 
their  children,  to  ftarvc  on  the  barren  heath. 
One  whole  family  was  enclofcd  in  a  barn  and 
coufumed  to  afhes.  So  alert  were  thefe  mi- 
nifters  of  vengeance  in  the  execution  of  their 
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abomixuble  office,  that  in  the  courfe  of  a  fc^ 
days  there  was  neither  houfe»  CQtuge».  n^n 
Bor  bcaft  to  be  feen  in  the.  compafs  of  fifiy 
miles ;  all  vras  ruin,  filenct,  and  defolatiM. 

Th£    humane     reader      cannot    reflq& 
upon  itich  a  fcene,  without  being  impreflS^ 
with  the  deepeft  fenfe  of  grief  and  horror  ^ 
but  what  muil  have  been  the  fenfations  of  the 
fugidve  prince,   when  he  beheld,  thefe  de-. 
plorable  monuments,  of  woe,  and  confidered 
them  the  melancholy  fruits  of  his  lambitioi^? 
He  was  now  furrounded  by  armed  troops* 
who  chafed  him  from  hill  to  dale,  from  rock 
to  cavern,    and    from  ihoxe  to.  ihore.    At 
times  he  lurked  in  caves  and  cottages,  withouft 
attendants,  or  any  other    fupport    but  that 
which    the    pooreft    peafant  ^could    fupply. 
Sohietimes    he    was    rowed  in  j^lhing-boats 
froiii  ifle  to  ifle,    among  the  Hebrides  and 
of^en  in  fight  of  his  purfuers.    For  fome  days, 
he  aflumed  woman's  attire,  and  even  palled 
through  the  midft  of  his  enemies  unknown ; 
but  underftanding  his  difguife  was  difcover  * 
ed,  he  put  on  the  habit  of  a  travelling  moun- 
taineer,   9ind    wandered  about  among    the 
*  ^oOds   aQd  b<^s  with  a  matted  beard  ^nd 
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faualid  look%  expofed  to  hunger,  tbirft  and  fa- 
tigue, and  in  conftaht  apprebenlions  of  being 
taken  by  his  enemy.  He  was  obliged  to  com- 
Wit  his  life  to  the  fidelity  of  more  than  fifty 
individuals,  and  moft  of  thefe  in  theloweft 
walks  of  life  ;  who  knew  that  a  price  of 
tbirty  tboufand  pounds  was  fet  i|pon  his 
bead  ;  and  that  by  betra3riDg  him,  they  (houldi 
enjoy  wealth  and  affluence;  but  they  ab- 
horred the  idea  of  obtaining  riches  on  fuch 
,  infamous  terms,  and  fupplied  his  neceflities 
with  fidelity  and  zeal,  even  at  therifk  of 
their  own  ruin. 

Im  the  courfe  of  thefe  peregrinations  he  was 
more  than  once  furrounded  by  his  purfuers, 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  appeared  to  preclude  all 
hope  of  efcape ;  yat  he  never  abandoned  him- 
felf  to  defpaif,  nor  was  he  ever  deprived  of 
xecoUeaion  or  prefence  of  mind.  He  ftill 
found  fome  expedient  that  refcued  hiia 
froin  captivity  and  death ;  and  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  his  woes  and  diftrefs,  he  pre- 
ferved  the  moft  aftonifhing  equanimity  of 
'  mind,  and  uniformity  of  temper.  At  length 
be  was  conveyed  to  France  in  a  privateer  of 

;   *     ^  "   St.  Maloes^ 


St.  Malocs,  hired  by  fome  of  bis  Irilh  adbereats 
for  that  purpofe.  Although  it  has  beeu  the  prac* 
lice  of  England,  to  hold  out  Ir.  land,  as  a  land 
of  turbulence  and  commotion  ^  yet^  fince  the 
Tevolution,  and  the  fucceflionof  the  houfe  of 
Brunfwick,  the  Irifh  have  demeaned  them" 
fclves  in  a  manner  that  reflefts  the  greateft 
credit  on  ihenifelves  and  their  country,  and 
this  at  a  period  when  they  fuffered  feverclyv 
and  had  frequent  caufe  of  complaiAt  agaiaft 
the  filler  nation. 

The  Trifli  nation  in  general  were  no  way- 
implicated  in  this  and  the  preceding  rebel- 
lion if  we  except  a  few  individuals  who  in- 
terefted  themfelves  in  the  fate  of  this  unfor- 
tunate adventurer. 

The  rebellion  being  quelled,  the  Britiflh 
l«gi(latnre  refohed  to  make  examples  of  thofe 
who  had  been  concerned  in  difturbrng  the 
pe^ce  of  their  country.  "An  aft  of  attainder 
palled  againft  the  principal  perfons  who  had 
embarked  in  this  defperate  undertaking,  and 
courts  were  opened  in  different  parts  of  Eng- 
lan4/or  the  trial  of  the  prifoners.    Upwards 
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of  one  hundred  and  fifty  were  executed  as  trai- 
tors ;  and  the  Earls  of  Kilmarnock,  Balmerino^ 
^  Derwentwater^  and  Lovat,   were  beheaded  on 
Tower  Hill. 

The  peace  of  Aix  La  Chapelle  put  a  period 
to  a  war,  which  in  a  great  meafure,  nurfed  this 
rebellion  ;  and  with  the  war,  terminated  the 
'hopes  of  the  Pretender  to  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain  :  for  after  the  conclufion  of 
this  treaty,  the  French  King  promifed  that 
Charles  Edward  Stuart  fhould  quit  his  domi- 
pions.  An  ordinance  of  the  French  court 
pafled  to  that  effed,  which  the'  Pretender 
not  complying  with,  was  feized  by  a  guard  of 
French  foldiers,  hy  whom  he  was  detained 
untiP  he  obeyed  the  ordinance;  thus  only 
-vere  peace  and  tranquility  rellored  to  the 
Britifh  dominions,  and  war  ceafed  all  over 
Europe.  The  tjrieaty  of  Ai?,  however  un- 
ilable  or  inglorious  it  might  appear  to  thofe 
few  who  underftood  the  intere^s,  and  fek 
for  the  honour  of  their  country,  was  never- 
thelefs  not  unwelcome  to  the  nation  iu  gepera). 
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Thi  Eogliih  mtBiftry  will  always  find  it 
mere  diflEcult  to  fatisfy  die  people  at  the 
conclufion  of  a  fuccefsful  campaign,  than 
at  the  end  of  an  unfortunate  war.  The  En- 
^liih  are  impatient  of  mifcarriages  and  difapr 
pointment,  and  too  apt  to  be  intoxicated  with 
vidlory.  At  this  time  tbey  were  wearied 
of  the  burthens ;  and  iick  of  the  difgraces^ 
to  vfhich  they  had  been  expofed,  during 
feven  tedious  campaigns.  They  had  fuffered 
great  lodes,  and  their  commerce,  the  chief 
fource  of  their  opulence  being  interrupted  ; 
ihey  were  convinced  it  won  Id  be  fettered  and 
clogged  with  additional  duties,  for  the  fup« 
port  of  a  continenul  war,  and  that  of  fo- 
reign fubfidiaries ;  and  they  drew  weak 
hopes  of  future  fuccefs,  either  from  the 
condnd^  of  their  allies,  or  from  the  capacity 
of  their  commanders.  To  a  people  influen- 
ced by  thcfe  confi derations,  the  reftoration 
of  a  free  trade^  the  refpite  from  that  anx- 
iety and  apprehenfion  which  the  pivpfecution 
of  a  war  never  fails  to  excite,  and  the  prof- 
pea  of  a  fpeedy  deliverance  from  opprefTive 
impofitions,  were  advantages  that  fweetened 
the  bitter  draught  of  a  di(bonourable  treaty, 
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and  induced  the.  nation  t;o  acquiefce  in  the 
peace,  not  barely  without  murmuring,  but 
even  with  feme  degree  of  fatisfaAion  and 
applaufe.  Some  time  after,  an  event  happened, 
which  overwhelmed  the  people  with  grief 
and  conilernation« 

AD  n  ^'^  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  was  feized  with  a 
pleuretic  diforder ;  and  after  a  fhort  illnefs 
expired,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  March,  to 
the  unfpeakable  afflidion  of  his  Royal  Con-i 
fort,  and  the  fincere  and  unfeigned  forxow 
of  all  who  wiftied  well  to  their  country, 
Thia  excellent  prince,  who  now  died  in  th« 
forty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  was  poflefled.of 
every  amiable  quality  which  could  engage 
the  afie£lions  of  the  nation  :  a  tender  and 
obliging  hufband,  a  fond  parent,  a  kind 
mailer,  liberal,  generous,  candid  and  hu- 
mane, a  munificent  patron  of  the  arts,  an 
unwearied  friend  to  merit ;  well  difpofed  to 
affert  the  rights  of  mankind  in  general,  aud 
warmly  attached  to  the  interefts  of  Great 
Pritaiu. 

Thi 


Since  the  Rtv<4ution.  2169 

The  nation*  could  not  but  be  afflicted  at 
feeing  a  prince  of  fuch  expeAations  raviflied 
from  their  hopes  ;  and  their  grief  was  the 
better  founded,  as  the  king  was  already  ad- 
vanced to  a  mature  age,  and  the  heir  apparent, 
George,  now  Prince  of  Wales  was  a  minor. 
His  maje%,  forefeeingthe  inconveniencies  that 
might  xefult  from  a  minority,  refolved  to  fe- 
cure  the  fucceffion  by  a  parliamentary  fanc- 
tion.  A  bill  accordingly  pafled,  whereby  it 
was  enaded,  that  when  the  imperial  crown 
fliould  defcend  to  any  of  the  late  prince's  fons, 
being  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  hia 
mother  the  Princefs  Dowager  of  Wales,  fhould 
be  guardian  of  his  perfon,  and  regent  of  the 
Britiih  dominions,  until  he  ibould  arrive  at 
the  age  of  majority,  with  certain  powers  and 
limitations  as  were  thought  neccfiary  and 
expedient. 

0ns  of  the  mofi  remarkable  afis  which 
palled  in  this  feflion  i;i  the  Britiih  parliament, 
was  that  for  regulating  the  commencement  of 
the  year,  and  correding  the  calendar  accord- 
ing to  the  Gregorian  computation,  which  had 
been  adopted  by  all  the  other  nations  in 
Europe.    Almofl  every  day  lince  the  conclu- 
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\    >  lion  of  tbfe   war,  exhibited  frefti  inflancek  oj^^ 

Jobbery   and  rapine,  the  undoubted   confe- 

ir-  xjucnces  of  the  rcduflion  of  the   army  and 

navy  ;  perjury,  fraud  and  circumvention 
were  uni verfally  predominant  in  Grent  Britain, 
and  the  nation  difplayed  a  tijoft  aAooiihing 
jumble  of  virtue  and  vice,  honour  and  in- 
famy, compaflion  and  obduracy,  feptiment 
and  brutality; 

'The  fuburbs  of  the  metropolis  abounded 
with  a  vaft  number  of  public  houfbs,  which 
perpetually  refounded  with  the  noife  of  riot 
•3  and  intempelrance  ;  they  were  the  receptacles 

of  idlenefs,  fraud  and  rapine ;  and  the  femi' 
naries  of  drunkennefs,  debauchery,  extra- 
vagance, and  every  fpecieS  of  \\ct  incident  x6 
human  nature.  An  %&  of  the  legiflature  for  xhA 
fuppreffion  of  thefe  infernal  haunts,  was  not 
attended  with  the  defired  effedis.  The  ina- 
giftrates  were  invefted  with  the  j>ower  of 
granting  or  refufing  licences,  but  numbers 
of  them  to  the  reproach  of  government, 
Were  men  of  profligate  lives,  needy,  ignorant, 
and  rapacious,  who  often  aAed  from  the  moft 
infamous,  and  fcandalous  principles  of  fcl- 
fi(havarice« 

Th« 
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THk    practice    of    clandefline    marriages 
vras    now  prevalent  to  the  higheft   degree. 
The  fons  and  daughters  of  refpe^lable  fami- 
lies, before  they   had  attained  the  years  of 
difcrction,   were  feduced  in  their  affedions, 
and  decoyed  into  connexions,  replete  with 
infamy  and  ruin  ;  and  thefe  were  very  much 
facilitated  by  the  opportunities  that  occurred, 
of  being  inftantaneoufly  united  by  the  cere- 
mony of  marriage,  in  the   firft  tranfport  of 
paffion,,  before  the  devoted  viftim  had  lime 
to  cool  or  deliberate  on  the  fubjeft.      For 
(\m  purpofe  there  was   a  band  of  profligate 
mifcreants,  the  refufe  of  the  clergy,  dead  to 
every  fentimenrof  virtue,  abandoned  to  all 
fenfe  of  decency  and  decorum,    indeed  the 
very  ontcafts  of  fociety,  who  plied  like  por- 
ter^^for  employment,  and  performed  the  c?e. 
remony  of  marriage,  without  either  licenfe 
or    queftion,    in    cellars,    garrets,    and  ale 
boufes — ^to  the  fcandal  of  religion,   and  the 
difgrace  of  that  venerable   and  refpedable 
fun&ion  which  they  profaned  by  profcffingl 
The  cafe  with  which  thisecclefiaftical  fanftion 
was  obtained,  and  the  vicious  difpofition  of 
thoie  wretches,  open  tothepraflictof  fraud  and 
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corrupiion,  were  produflive  of  polyganiy* 
iudigencc,  conjugal  infidelity,  ptoftitution, 
and  every  curfc  that  could  embitter  the  mar- 
riage Hate.  The  legiflature  enadled  a  law  to 
reftrajn  and  prevent  thefe  abufcs— but  it  had 
been  found  iuefl'eflual,  as  it  may  ealily  be 
eluded  by  a  plcafant  voyage  to  the  conti- 
nent, or  a  (hort  journey  to  North  Britain, 
where  the  indiffoluble  knot  may  be  tied  with- 
out fcruple  or  interruption. 

A.  D.  i7«:4.  ^^  ^^  beginning  of  this  year 
violent  difputes  arofe  between 
the  government  and  the  commons  of  Ire- 
land, of  the  almoft  forgotten  fubjeAs  of 
privilqrc  and  prerogative.  The  commons 
conceived  ihey  had  an  undoubted  right  to  ap- 
ply the  furplus  of  the  revenue,  towards  na- 
tional  purpofcs  ;  without  the  confent  of  their 
fovereign,  and  accordingly,  in  the  year  one 
thoufand,  feven  hundred  and  forty  nine, 
prepared  a-  bill  with  this  preamble  "  Whcre- 
^'  as,  on  the  25th  of  March  laft,  a  confidera- 
**  ble  balance  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
**  vice  treafurer,  or  receivers  general  of  tb^ 
**  Kingdom,  or  their  deputy  or  deputies,  un- 
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^^  applied ;  and  it  will  be  &i  your  majefty's 
**  fervice,  and  for  the  eafe  of  your  faithful 
**  fubje^s  in  Ireland,  that  fo  much  thereof 
•*  as  ican  be  conveniently  ifpared,  fhould  hie 
*'  paid  agreeably  to  yout  majefty's  mod  gra- 
•*  cious  intentions,  in  difchaige  of  1  part  of 
"  the  national  debt." 

This  appropt-iation  gave  great  bflence  to 
the  advocates  for  prerogative  in  £ngland, 
Who  afErmed,  the  commons  hadiio  right  to 
apply  any  patt  of  the  unappropriated  revenue, 
ndr  even  td  take  any  fuch  affair  into  confidera^ 
lion,  without  the  previous  confent  of  the 
crown,  exprelledfn  the  moft  explicit  terms.  It 
was  in  oonfequence  of  this  doArine,  that  the 
Duke  of  Dorfeti  thfeh  Lord  Lieutfenant,  in- 
form^ them  in  th£  next  feflion  of  parliament; 
held  in  the^yeaf  175!,  that  he  was  commanded 
by  the  King  to  acquaint  theni,  that  his  ma- 
jcfty,  ever  attentive  to  the  eafe  and  happineft 
^f  his  fubjefils,  wdpld  gracioufly  confent, 
arid  recommended  it  to  thein,  that  foch 
part  of  the  money  theti  remaining  in  his 
tteafury^    as    Ihould  be  thought    tonfiftet^ 
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•»» 

with  the  public  fervice,  be  applied  towards  the 
flirther  redu6iion  of  the  national  debt. 

K   T\    *«-.     This  declaration   alarmed    the 
A.D.   1754-  ,  , 

commons,  zealous  as  they  were  , 

for  the  prefervatton  of  their  privileges ; 
sad  in  their  addrefles  which  ilfed  always  to 
echo  back  the  words  of  the  fpeecb,  they 
made  no  mention  of  his  majefty's  confent ; 
but  only  acknowledged  his  gracious  auention 
to  their  eafe  aind  happinefs,  in  recommen* 
ding  to  them  the  application  of  the  furplas. 
They,  accordingly,  refolved  to  apply  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufaiyi  pounds  of  that 
furplus,  towards  a  difcharge  of  the  na- 
tional debt^  and  in  the  preamble  of  the 
bill,  framed  for  this  purpofe,  made  no  men* 
lion  of  his  majefty's  confent,  though  they  pre- 
viouily  had  acknowledged  his  jgoodnefs  in  re* 
commending  this  application. 

The  Englifti  rainiftry  was  highly  offended 
at  this  propofed  omiflion,  which  they  con- 
llrued  into  a  wilful  encroachment  on  the  pre- 
rogative ;  and  the  bill  was  fent  back  with  an  al- 
teration  in  the  preamble,  figuifying  his  ma- 
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Jeft^^s  confent,  as  well  as  recoflhKnendation. 
The  Iriih  hoiife  ot  commons^  being  at  thA 
time  deeply  engaged  in  a  minute  enquiry  into 
thq  con  dud  of  a  gentleman^  a  fervant  of 
the  crown^  and  a  member  of  their  dwn  houfe, 
accufed  df  having  mifapplied  a  lar^e  fum  of 
money,  with  Which  he  had  been  entrufted 
for  rebuilding  and  Repairing  barracks,  were 
how  unwilling  to  embroil  themfelves  fiirthe^ 
With  government,  until  this  a£fair  fhould 
be  difcufled  :  thfey  therefol-e  paflfed  the  bill 
With  the  alteration,  and  proceeded  with  their 
enquiry*  The  member  having  been  con- 
Tided  oj  a  mifapplication  of  the  public 
teoney,  and  obliged  to  make  repatation  at 
Ills  own  i^xpenee;  the  commons  did  not  neg* 
IcSt  to^aflert  their  rights  and  privileges  when 
the  next  opportunity  occurred. 

Tui  buke  of  Doi-fet,  when  he  opened  the 
teifion  of  this  year,  repeated  the  ezpreffioxi 
bf  his  mkj^fty's  gracious  confent,  in  m^n- 
tioiiiiig  the  (lirpluft  of  the  public  money;  They 
again  omitted  that  word  in  their  adA^efs, 
knd  refolved  in  theii'  bill  of  application,  not 
iflly  to  fink  that  odbtis  term,  but  Ukewifc  to 
T  2  jftiate 
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abate  ill  Oieir#coniplaifaiicc,  by  omitting  thai 
exprdficn  of  grateful  ackoowlcclgcineiiti,  which 
had  met  with  fuch  a  cold .  re.ceptioQ  above^ 

•  By  this  lime  the  couteft  had  kindled  up  two 
ftdioosand  di.ffufed  a  general  fpiritof  refeut- 
incut  tljyrough  the  whole  nation.  1  he  commit- 
tee who  prepared  the  bill,  inftead  of  infertiug 
the  ufual  comj^lim^nts  in  the  preao^ble,  men- 
tioned nothing  bujt  a  recital  of  fa£ts»and  fem  it 
over  ip.  a.  very  plain  drefs,  altogether  deftitute 
ofaU  einbr:oider.y.  The  miniflry  intent  tjpon 
vio4i<;aii<^  the  prerog;ative  filled  up,  th^ 
om^on^  of  the  committee,  and  fent  it  back 
with,  this  alteration.  "  And  your  majefty, 
eve;:  attentive  to  the  eafe  andhappineft  of  your 
faith/i^l  fubjefts,  has  beica  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  iignify,  that  you  would  confent  and,  re- 
commend it  to  us,  that  fo  much  of  the  money 
remaining  in  your  majefty's  treafury  as  jfhould 
be  neceflfary,  be  applied  to  the  diCcharge  of 
the.  national  debt,  or  fi^ch  part  thereof  as 
iboilld  be  tho^ghl  expedient  by  parliament/* 
• 

This  theu  being  the  crifis  which  was  to 
determine  a  coniliiutionul  point  of  fo  much 
national  moment,  namelyi  whether  the  people 

in 
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in  parUamem  aflembled,  have  a  right  to  deli- 
berate upon,  and  vote  the  application  of  any 
part  of  the  unappropriated  revenue  without  the 
previous  confent  of  the  crown,  fuch  members 
as  wer^  moft  zealoufly  attached  to  the  liberties 
of  Ireland,  exerted  ihemfelves  mod  ftrcnuouf- 
ly  in  oppofing  what  was  a  violation  of  thofe 
liberties,  and  the  bill  with  its  alterations  was 
Tejie61ed  by  a  majority  of  five  voices,  This 
fuccefs  was  celebrated  throughout  the  nation 
with  the  greateft  demonftraiions  of  joy,  as  the 
triumph  of  patriotifm,  over  the  arts  of  minifte* 
rial  corruption;  and  all  the  fervants  of  the 
crbwn,  who  had  joined  the  popnUi^  fide  on 
this  occafion,  were  in  a  little  time  difmi(&d 
from  their  employments*  But  the  rejediion  of 
the  bill  was  ^  great  difappointment  to  the 
ptiblit  cr^tors,  and  the  circulation  ofqaih 
Ivas  ^moft  fts^nateu. 

These  calamities  were  juAly  afcribed  to 
arbitrary  defigns  in  the  government ;  and 
the  nation  be^an  to  be  infpired  with  an  en- 
thufiaftic  fpirit  of  independency,  which.might 
have  produced  alarming  effefls,  had  not  go- 
vernment artfully  brought  over  the  dema- 
gogues>  and  thus  diverted  the  ftreatn  of  popt^ 
T  3^  lar 
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Jar  clamour  from  gavemment  to  thofe  very 
individuals  who  had  beea  the  idols  of  popu- 
lar veneration.  The  fpeaker  of  the  houfeof 
commons  was  promoted  to  the  dignity  of  ^ 
?in  Earl;  and  loma  other  patriots  were  gta* 
tified  with  lucrative  employments.  His  ma- 
jefty's  letter  arrived  for  paying  oflf  fevcnty 
five  thoufand  pounds  of  the  national  debt, 
the  circualtibn  was  thus  animated,  and  the 
indignation  of  the  people  fubfiding,  the  na- 
tion recovered  its  former  tranquillity. 

A  D  iTcr  I^^^'NO  this  period,  the  public 
w^s  overwhelmed  with  con* 
fteroation  by  the  tidings  of  a  tremendoua 
earthquake,  which  on  the  firft  of  November, 
fhook  all  Spain  and  Portugal  and  many  other 
places  in  Europe,  and  laid  the  city  of  Lilbon 
in  ruins.  The  two  firft  fhocks  of  this  dread- 
ful vifit^tion  continued  near  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  ;  the  water  of  the  river  Tagus  rofe  per- 
pendicularly upwards  of  twenty  feet,  and  fub- 
fided  to  its  natural  bed  in  lefs  than  a  minute ; 
great  numbers  of  houfes,  of  which  this  city 
tften  contained  about  thirty  fix  thoufand, 
were  thrown   down  by  the  repeated  concuf— 

fions  of  the  earth,  together  with  fevcral  msMr- 

%    *       *  ... 

nificent 
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nificent  churches,  monafteries,  and  public 
edifices.  But  what  entirely  completed  the 
deftrudtion  of  this  then  nioft  opulent  capital 
of  the  Portugueze  dominions,  was,  a  devou- 
ring conflagration,  partly  fortuitous,  but 
chiefly  occafioned  by  a  fet  of  impious  vtt- 
lains,  who  unawed  at  the  tremendous  fcene 
before  them,  with  unparalleled  wicked 
nefs  fet  fire  to  the  falling  edifices  in  difle- 
rent  parts  of  the  city,  to  encreafc  the 
general  cOnfufion,  that  they  might  have  the 
better  opportunity  to  rob  and  plunder  their 
already  forlorn  and  defolate  fellow  citizens. 
Out  of  thefe  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  inha- 
bitanu,  which  Lilbon  wais  then  fuppofed  to 
conuin,  about  ten  thoufand  periflied  by  this 
calamity;  and  the  furvivors  deprived  of 
their  habitations,  and  defiitute  even  of  the 
neceflaries  of  life,  were  obliged  to  feek  fpf 
Ihelter  in  the  open  fields.  . 

To  the  honour  of  Britifh  an^  Iriih  hu- 
manity, a^  confiderable  quantity  of  provifious, 
and  a  large  fum  of  money  was  fent  to  the  re« 
lief  of  the  miferable  fuflerera  who  were  now 
in  actual  want  of  thenec^flkries  of  life. 
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A  n  T?/*7  NOTWITHSTANDING  ill  iftai  has 
been  (aid  ia  his  favour,  noiwiih- 
-ftanding  the  infamous  arts  praflifed  io*keep 
up  the  cry  againil  him,  notwii\inanding  his 
folemn  appeal  to  heaven  in  hislafl  moments, 
and  even  the  ftrongeft  apparent  felf  conviftion 
of  his  innocence  ;  the  character  of  Admiral 
.  ByDg,  in  point  of  perfonal  courage,  will  ftill 
in  the  minds  of  many  remain  problematical  j 
while  others^  will  remain  firm  of  belief,  that  if 
the  fpirit  of  a  Britifh  admiral  had  been  pro- 
perly exer:ed,  the  French  fleet  would  have, 
been  defeated,  and  ^linorca  relieved.  A  man's 
opinion  of  danger  Varies  ^x  different  times,  in 
confcqucncc  of  an  irregular  tide  of  animal 
fpiriis,  and  he  isofteu  adluatcd  by  confidera-r 
lions  which  he  dare«  not  avow,    . 

WThen  an  officer  thus  influenced,'  has  hc- 
fitated  in  the  hour  of  trial,   the  mind  eager  for  ^, 

its  own  juflification,  collefls  with  furprizing 
induftty  every  favourable  circumftance  ofcx- 
cufe,  atid  broods  ovef  them  with  parental  par-  . 
liality.  Whatever  Admiral  Byng*s  feelings 
might  have  been ;  as  the  tribunal  before 
which  he  was  tried,  acquitted  him  exprefsly 
of  cowardice  and  difafleflion,  and   flrongly 

recommended 
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recom mended  him  as  an  object  of  mercy ;  in 
fuch  cafe  he  was  thought  a  lit  fubjeft  for  the 
royal  clemency,  and  fo  impartial  hiftory  will 
judge  him,  after  all  ihofe  diftionourable  mo- 
tives of  fadion  and  of  fear,  by  which  his  fat« 
was  influenced,  fhall  be  loft  in  obl\vion,  or 
remembered  with  difdain. 

If  we  turn  our  eyes  to  the  Continent  of  Eu- 
rope, we  will  fee  the  commencement  of  the 
year  marked  with  a  ftriking  inftance  of  the 
dreadful  effedJs  of  frantic  enthufiafm.  France 
had  long  enjoy^  a  monarch,  eafy,  complying, 
goodnacured  and  averfe  from  all  that  wore 
the  appearance  of  bufmefsor  of  war.  Satisfi- 
ed with  the  pleafures  of  indolence,  he  fought 
no  greatnefs  beyond  what  he  epjoyed,  nor 
purfued  any  ambitious  aim  through  the  die* 
tat^s  of  his  own  difpofitioq.  Pf  all  mpn  liv- 
ing, fuch  a  prince  had  ihc  beft  reafon  to  ex- 
pedl  an  exemption  from  plpts  agaipfl  hij5  per- 
fon,  and  cabals  among  his  people  ;  ypt  was 
an  attempt  made  en  his  life,  by  a  pian,  vho 
though  placed  in  the  lowefl  fphere  of  fortune, 
had  refoluiion  to  face  the  greateft  dangers, 
and  enthufiafm  fufficient  to  fuftain  without 

fhrinking, 


!^inc€  the-  Revolution.  283 

{hrinking,  all  the  tortures  which  the  cruelty  of 
man  could  invent,  or  his  crimes  render  ne- 
ceflary. 

Th&  name  of  this  fanatic  was  Robert; 
Francis  Damien,  a  citizen  of  Arras.  On  the 
fifth  of  January,  he  feized  the  opportunity 
of  the  King's  ftepping  into  his  coach,  apd 
ftabbed  him  with  a  knife  in  the  fide.  Happily 
the  wound  was  not  dangerous,  as  the  knife 
took  an  oblique  diredlion  and  niiifed  the  vital 
parts.  Damieu  was  inftantly  feized>  and 
every  refinement  on  cruelty  that  human  inven- 
tion could  fuggeft,  was  praflifed  on  bima  to 
extort  a  cbnfeflion,  of  the  reafons  that  in- 
duced him  to  make  fo  execrable  an  attempt 
on  the  life  of  his  fovereign ;  but  to  no  effefl, 
for  nothing  could  overcome  bis  obftinacy. 

It  is  not  within  our  province,  and  we 
confider  it  as  a  felicity  not  co  relate  all  the 
borrid  circumflances  of  this  tragical  event ; 
fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  after  enduring  and  fuf- 
fering  the  moft  exquifite  tortures  that  human 
nature  could  invent,  or  man  fupport — ^his 
judges  thought  proper  to  terminate  his  mi- 
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fery,  by  a  death  fliocking  to  imaginatioD, 
and  fhameful  to  humaniiv.  He  was  conduc- 
ted  to  the  common  plaee  of  execution,  ftrip- 
ped  naked  and  fattened  to  the  fcaflTold.  One 
of  his  hands  w«s  then  burnt  in  liquid  flam- 
ing fulphur;  Iris  thighs,  legs  and  arms 
were  torn  with  red  hot  pincers  j  boiling  oil, 
mehei  lead,  rofin  and  fulphur  were  poured 
into  the  wounds;  tight  bandages  were  tied 
around  his  limbs,  to  prepare  him  for  difmem- 
bef  merit ;  young  and  vigorous  horfes  were 
afrerv^rds  applied  to  the  draught ;  and  the 
miferable  criminal  pulled  with  all  their  force 
to  the  utmoft  detention  of  his  finews,  for  the 
fjiace  of  one  hour,  during  which  time  he 
preferved  his  fenfes  and  conftancy.  At  length 
the  executioner  cut  the  iinews  at  the  joints  of 
the  arirs  and  legs ;  and  thus  after  feveral 
effons  the  unforiunatc  wretch  was  difmem- 
bered,  and  the  different  lacerated  and  feat- 
lered  fragments  of  his  flefti  and  Umbs^  were 
colic^ed  and  reduced  to  afhes :  his  %ber, 
wife,  daughter  and  family  banilhed  the  king- 
dom for  ever,  and  the  name  of  Damien  obtite-» 
rated,  w^hile  the  innocent  were  implicated  in 
the  puuifliment  of  the  guilty.  Thus,  ended  the 
procedure  againft  Damien  and  his  family,  in 
a  manner  dishonourable  to  the  reputed  cle- 
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mency  of  Lewis,  and  exhibiting  an  infernal 
and    horrid   inftance  of    the    acknowledged 
inhumanity  of  a  poliflied  Nation. 

It  appeared  from  undoubted  evidence 
that  the  attempt  on  the  king's  life  was  the  efied 
of  infanity  and  a  difturbed  imagination.  Se* 
veral  marks  of  a  difordered  mind  had  previ- 
oufly  been  obferved  in  his  condufi,  and  the 
deteftation  juftly  due  to  the  enormity  of  his 
crimoy  ought  now  to  have  been  abforbed  in 
the  coniideration  of  his  misfonune^  the  great* 
eft  that  can  bcfal  human  nature.  « 

From  fuch  horrid  fcenes  we  turn  with  plea- 
fure  to  the  improvements  at  this  period>  pro- 
duced in  different  arts  and  fciences  that  feem- 
cdtopromife  much  public  utility.  Althou|[h 
no  Mecsenas  appeared  among  the  miciilersand 
not  the  leafi  ray  of  patronage  glimmered 
from  the  throne  ;  yei  the  proteAion>  couote- 
nance,  and  gratification  fecured  in  other  coun^ 
tries  by  the  inftitutions  of  academies,  and  the 
liberality  of  princea  ;  the  learned  and  ingeni- 
ous in  tbefe  kingdoms  derived  from  the  gene- 
rofity  of  a  public,  endued  with  tafte  and  fen- 
fibility,  eager  for  improvement  and  proud  of 

patronizing 
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patronizing  extraordinary  merit.  At  this  tiinc 
feveral  perfons  invented  methods  of  difcovcr* 
ing  the  longitad^  at  fe^,  that  great  defideratum 
in  navigation  for  the  completion  of  which 
fo  many  nations  have  offered  a  public  reward^ 
and  in  the  invefdgaiion  of  which  fo  many  lua- 
themajical  heads  have  been  difordered. 

Some  of  thofe  who  now  appeared  candid 
dates  ^  for  the  prize  ^j^eferved  encouragement 
for  the  ingenuity  oT  their  feveral  fyftem's  ;  but 
he  who  enjoyed  the  pre-eminence  in  the  opi* 
.ni(Ki  and  favour  of  the  public  was  Mr-  Irvine^ 
an  Iri(h  gentleman.  He  contrived  a  chair  fo 
artfully  poized  that  a  perfon  fitting  in  it  on 
board  a  fhipeven  in  a  rough  fea,  could  through 
a  telefcope,  obferve  the  imme'rfion  and  emerfi-< 
of  Jupiter's  moons,  without  being  interrupted 
or  incommoded  by  the  agitation  of  the  fliip. 

Th  is  gentleman  was  countenanced  by  Com- 
modore Lord  Howe,  in  whofe  prefence  th^ 
experiment  was  tried  in  feyeral  Ihips  at  fea 
with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  Lord  Howe  granted 
him  a  certificate,  fignifying  his  approbation  j 
and  in  confequence,  Mr.  Irvine  obtained  a 
confiJcrable  reward  from  the  board  of  admi- 
ralty 
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rally.  The  Prince  of  Wales  now  having  coni- 
pleatcd  the  twenty  firft  year  of  his  age,  the  an- 
niverfary  of  his  birth  was  celebrated  with 
great  rejoicings  at  court,  and  the  king  receiv- 
ed compliments  of  congratulation  on  the  ma* 
jority  of  a  prince,  who  feemed  bom  to  fulfil 
the  hopes  and  complete  the  happinefs  of  Great 
Britain.  Addreiles  and  congratulations  were 
on  this  occafion  prefented  from  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom  t6  his  majefty,  replete  with  fentiments 
of  loyalty  and  affeflion,  and  no. trace  of  dif- 
affed^ion  was^at  this  time  perceivable  in  any 
part  of  the  empire. 

Thk  ufurpations  and  encroachments  of  the 
French  on  the  Briti(h  territories  in  America 
were  the  caufe  of  a  frefli  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  France.  The  Britiih  fubjedls  con 
iidering  the  French  their  inveterate  and  natu- 
ral enemies,  as  well  as  the  incendiaries  of  all 
Europe,  eagerly  approved  of  the  war  and  chear- 
fuUy  contributed  to  a  vigorous  profecution  of 
ir.  The  French  with  a  view  to  embarrafs  the 
Britiih  miniftry  and  direft  their  attention  from 
all  external  expeditions,  had  proje£led  a  plan 
for  invading  fome  part  of  the  Britiih  domini* 
ons ;  and  they  now  aAually  began  to  make  pre- 
parations 
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poratious  la  diffcrem  parts  of  their  courts  for 

carrying  this  defign  into  eJScecution. 

The  Englifh  minifiry  adopted  every  pre- 
cautionary meafure,  but  wifely  placed  iheir 
chief  dependence  upon  the  ftrength  of  the. 
navy,  part  of  which  was  fo  (lationed  an  J  di- 
vided as  to  bUck  up  all  the  harbours  ia 
France,  In  which  the  euciny  were  known  to 
make  any  naval  armament  of  any  confer 
fequcnc^. 

The  French  prepared  a  confiderable  fleet 
in  the  harbours  of  Rochfort  and  Breaft  undef 
the  command  oflVIpn^  De  Conflans,  apd  re**^ 
inforced  by  a  large  body  of  troopa  under  tb# 
Due  D'Aiguillon.  Flat  boats  and  trai)fport$ 
for  their  intended  expedition,  weire  prepared 
in  difiereut  ports^  on  the  coaft  of  Fratice  ;  and 
a  foull  fquadrou  Mras  equipped  At  Dunkirk^ 
under  the  command  of  au  eaterprizing  adveu^ 
turer  called  Thurtoit,  who  in  the  courfe  of  the 
preening  year  had  figaali:$ed  his  courage 
aud  conduA  in  a  large  privateer  called  tht 
Bellille  which  had  fcoured  the  north  feas, 
and  made  many  captures.  Thurot^s  name 
became  a  terror  to  the  merchants  of  Great  Bri- 
tain 
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tain  ;  for  his  valour  wad  not  more  remarkable 
in  battle,  than  hid  dexterity  in  eluding  the  Bri« 
lifli  cruifers.  It  muft  be  likewife  owned,  for 
the  honour  of  human  nature,  that  this  bold 
mariner,  though  deftitute  of  th^  advantage* 
of  birth  and  education,  was  greatly  diftin- 
gai(hed  by  his  generofity  and  compaflion  td 
thofe  who  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  his 
hands ;  and  that  his  deportment  id  every 
refped  entitled  him  to  a  much  more  honour- 
able rank  in  the  fertice  of  his  country.  The 
court  of  Verfailles  was  not  ignorant  of  his 
merit.  He  received  a  commiflion  from  the 
PrcBcb  ]0ng,  and  was  entrufted  with  the 
command  of  a  fmall  armament  then  fitting  oiit 
in  the  harbour  of  Dunkirk^ 

^   jj  Tnt  ISritilh  government  bein^ 

apprised  of  thefe  particulars, 
took  fuch  meafures  to  defeat  this  intended 
invafion,  as  muft  have  conveyed  a  very  high 
idea  of  the  power  of  Great  Britain  to  thofe, 
who  confidered  thit,  ezclufiveof  the  force 
oppofed  to  his  de^gn,  they  at  the  fame  time, 
carried  on  moft  vigorous  and  important  ope« 
rations  of  war,  in  Germany,  America,  the 
laft  and  Weft  Indies. 
Vol*  h  V, .  TriiYilof 
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TiiuROT*^  armament  at  Dunkirk  was  watch- 
ed by  an  Englilh  fquadrou  under  commo- 
dore Boycc,  and  the  whole  court  of  France 
was  fo  guarded  by  difieicnt  ftquadrocsof  the 
Britilh  fleet,  as  to  refeaible  au  adlual  block- 
ade. The  French  miniftry  being  thus  ham- 
pered, forbore  their  attempts  upon  Briuin, 
and  the  projeAed  invafion  was  for  fome  time 
fufpended.  But  the  French  army  being  de- 
feated by  the  Britiih  at  Minden,  and  all  the!r 
defigns  having  been  baffled  in.  Germany, 
they  at  length  determined  to  try  their  for- 
tune in  a  defcent,  and  they  now  propofed 
to  land  a  body  of  troops  in  Ireland. 

Thurot  received  orders  to  (ail  from  Dun- 
kirk with  the  firft  opportunity,  and  fteer  his 
courfe  around  the  north  of  Scotland,  that  he 
might  alarm  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  and  make  a 
diverfion  from  that  part  where  the  French 
Adiiniral  C!onflans  defigned  to  fend  his  forces* 

Thk  tranfports  and  fhips  of  -war,  were 
aifembled  at  ^refl,  and  Rochfort ;  having  on 
board,  a  train  of  artilery,  with  faddles  and 
other  acouttements  for  cavalry,  to  be  moun- 
ted   in  Ireland;     and  a  body    of  French 

troops 
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ubops,  iiicluding  part  of  the  Ir$i  brigade 
Was  kept  in  readinela  to  embark.  The  ezecu- 
tion  of  this  fchcmci  was  However  prevented, 
1>7  the  vigilance  and  valour  of  tHe  Britifh  ad- 
miral Sir  Edward  llawke,  who  routed  and  de- 
feaied  the  French  fleet  under  Admiral  Cpu-^ 
flans;  in  a  iriemorable  engagement,  whicU' 
may  be  eonfidered  as  One  of  the  moft  peri- 
h>u$  and  important,  that  ever  happened  id 
any  war  betwe<^n  the  two  tiaiions,  for  it  not 
only  fniflratcd  the  projedled  invafion,  but 
gave  the  flnilhing  blow  to  the  naval  power 
of  France^  which  was  totally  difabled  from 
undertaking  any  thing  of"  moment,  in  th^^ 
fequel.  The  alarm  of  the  French  invaflon. 
thus  happily  irullrated,  not ,  only  difturbed 
the  quiet  oif  Britain,  but  infufed  terror  into 
Ireland.  Ih  the  latter  end  of  October,  the 
IriJQi  parliament  alletnbled,  and  received  a 
formal  meflage  from  the  Duke  of  Bedford^ 
who  was  then  lord  lieutenant^  to  the  follow-* 
ing  cffed  :  That,  by  I  letter  from  the  fecre- 
ury  of  flatc,  written  by  his  majefty's  exprefs 
commands,  it  appeared  that  France  far  from 
abandoning  the  delign  of  invafion  on  account 
Of  the  late  difafter,  was  more  and  more  con- 
firmed id  her  purpofe,  and  that  id  all  probi- 
V  %  bility 
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bility,  Ir^and  would  be  one  of  their  chief 
objcdls  ;  Rs  grace  thought  it  therefore  incura- 
-beut  on  him,  in  a  matter  of  fuch  importance 
to  the  welfare  of  Ireland,  to  communicate  this 
intelligence  to  the  Irifh  parliament.  He  told 
them  his  majefiy  would  make  no  doubt  but 
that  the  zeal  of  his  faithful  proteftant  fubjefts, 
had  been  already  fufficiently  quickened,  by  the 
repeated  accounts  received  of  the  enemy** 
dangerous  defigns  and  actual  preparations. 

He  gave  them  to  underiland  he  had  re- 
ceived his  majeily's  commands,  to  animate  and 
excite  his  loyal  people  of  Ireland,  to  eacert 
their  well  known  zeal  and  fpirit  in  fupport  of 
his  government,  and  in  defence  of  all  that  was 
dear  to  them,  by  a  timely  preparation  to  op- 
pofeand  fruftrate  any  hoftile  attempt  to  difturb 
the  peace  and  unhinge  the  fecurity  oi  the  na- 
tion. He  therefore  in  the  ftrongeft  terms, 
recommended  to  them  to  evince  on  this  occa- 
fion,  that  zeal  for  the  prefent  happy  confti- 
tution,  and  that  afiedion  for  his  laajefty's  per- 
fon  and  government,  by  which  the  Irifti  par- 
liament had  been  fo  often  dlilinguifhed  on  fe- 
veral  trying  emergencies. 

At 
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As  foon  as  this  melTage  was  communicated, 
the  houfe  of  commons  unauimou/ly  rcfolved, 
to  prefent  an  addrefs  to  the  lord  lieutenant, 
thanking  his   grace  for  the  care  and  concern 
he  had  manifeftcd  for  the  fafety  of  Ireland/in 
communicating  intelligence  of  fo  great  mo- 
ment ;  defiring  him  in  the  mean  while  to  adopt 
fuch  meafures  as  ihould  appear  to  him  the 
moft  eflfedlual,  for  the  fecurity  and  defence' 
of  the  nation*;  and  afliiring  him,  that  thchoufe 
would  make  good  whatever  expence  fhould 
be  neceflarily  incurred  for  that  purpofe.     This 
intimation  and  the  meafures  that  were  taken  in 
purfuance  of  it  for  the  defence  of  the  fciing- 
dom,  produced  fuch  alarms  and  diflraflions, 
throughout  the  nation  as  well  nigh  annihilated 
the  public  credit. 

In  the  firft  tranfports  of  fear  and  apprehen- 
iion,  there  was  fo  great  a  run  on  the  Dublin 
banks,  that  feveral  eminent  bankers  were  obli- 
ged to  flop  payment ;  and  the  circulation  was 
in  danger  of  being  deftroyed  ;  when  the  lord 
lieutenant,  the  members  of  both  houfes  of  par- 
liament, the  lord  mayor,  aldermen^  merchanta 
and  principal  traders  of  Dublin,  entered  into 
an  aflbciation  i^  fupport  of  public  eredit,  by 
U  3  •    taking 
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taking  the  notes  of  bankers  in  paymqit ;  ^  te- 
Solution  that  fully  anfwered  tjbe  purpofe  in- 
tcn4c4- 

HowKvxR  the  French  might  have  flattered 
themfelves,  that  their  invading  army  would  be 
joined  in  Ireland  by  a  number  of  the  natives^ 
in  this  hope,  they  would  unqueflionably  have 
been  difapjiointed^  for  at  this  jundure,  no  iigns 
of  difaffe^ion  appeared  in  any  quarter  of  the 
kingdom^  On  the  contrary,  the  opulent  indi* 
viduals  of  the  catholic  perfuafion>  offered  to 
furni(h  government  with  confiderable  fums  of 
money,  m  cafe  of  neceffity,  to  maintain  the  pre* 
fent  eftablifiiment  againft  all  its  enemies  ;  and 
the  catholics  of  the  city  of  Ciork,  and  moft  of 
that  perfuafion  in  th%  kingdom,  prefented  ad- 
dfreflts  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  expreiCng  their 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  his  majefty's  perfon, 
^nd  government.  They  congratulated  his  grace 
on  the  unparalleled  fuccefs  of  his  majefty's 
arms,  and  ezprefled  their  warm  fenfe  of  the 
king's  paternal  tendernefs  for  his  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  while  they  acknowledged  with  grati- 
tude, the  protedion  and  indulgence  they  had 
e^ijoycd  under  his  majefty's  aufpicious  reign. 

Thkt 
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They  ezptdTed  the  warmeft  iQd^;nMio^, 
at  the  proje&ed  iuvafion  of  the  kingdoiq^ 
by  an  enemy  grown  defperate  by  defeats, 
who  might  poffibly  make  that  attempt  as  a 
laft  effort ;  buoyed  up  perhaps  with  the  ima- 
ginary hope  of  aOiftance  in  Ireland,  from  the 
former  attachment  of  their  deluded  prede-^ 
ceflbrs. 

an,*.-  Thiy  aflured  his  grace,  in  the 
molt  loiemn  manner,  that  fuch 
defigns  were  altogether  incompatible  with  their 
principles  and  intentions ;  that  they  would 
to  the  utmoft  exertion  of  their  abilities,  and. 

with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  join  in  the  de- 
fence and  fifpport  of  his  majefty's  royal  per- 
fon  and  government  againft  all  invaders 
whatfoever;  that  they  (hould  be  always 
ready  to  concur  in  fuch  meafures,  and 
to  aft  fuch  pans  in  defence  of  the  King- 
dom, in  conjundion  with  the  reft  of  his 
Majefty's  fubjefis^  as  his  Grace  in  his  wif- 
dom  ihould  be  pleafed  to  appoint;  and 
thought  themfelves  particularly  happy  to 
be  under  the  dircAion  and  command  of  fo 
well  known  an  aflertqr  of  liberty,  or  fo  impor^ 
t^nt  and  diflinguifhed  a  governor. 

FlKALLT, 
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FiKAL^y*  they  q^Eppeflfed  the  moft  ^rneft 

wifh,  that  his  Majefty's  ^rms  might  1^  crown- 

ed~  with  fach    a  continuance  of  fiicccfs,  as 

"  might  enable  l^iiQ  to  defeat  the  devices  of  all 

'  his  enemies,  and  obtain  a  ^>q^dy  and  honoura- 
ble peace.  Many  of  thefe  cordial  addrefies> 
that  from  Cork  in  particular,  were  traufmit- 
ted  to  the  Earl  of  Shannqn,  and  prefented 
by  his  Lordftiip   tp  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 

'  At  fo  critical  a  jundlure ;  thefe  fentimeqts  were 
as  pleafing  to  the  governmept  as  they  were 
honourable  to  the  patholics. 

No  traces  of  diiafieAion  to  his  majefty's 
perfon,   appeared  at  this  period  in  Ireland ; 
yet    a   violent  commotion  of 'the  populace 
broke  out  in  the  City  of  Dublin.    The  Duke 
<*         was  by  no  means  popular  in  his  adminiftra- 
^  tioii.    He  had  beftbwed  a  place  of  confider- 

able  imporunce  on  a  man,  who  was  ex* 
tremely  obnoxious  to  many  perfons  in  the 
Kingdom,  and  his  grace  w^s  deficient  in 
that  affability  and  complacency  which  a  free 
and  hofpitable  nation  expeds  to  find  in  the 
charaAers  of  their  chief  governors.  The 
}nQi  in  generalj  were  highly  offended  at  hi^ 

deportment, 
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deporunent,  and  \iiitb  juflice  began  to  enter- 
uin  doubts  and  jealoufics  of  certain  machinatt- 
ona  iatfaegovernnieat';  while  apprehenfions 
were  conceived ;  that  his  excellency  wiftied  to 
eflfeA  an  union  between  Great  Britain  and  lie* 
land.  .Tbb  ofMnion  was^}fropagated  among  the 
populace  with  much  induftry.  They  were  in- 
formed, that  a  plan,  was  determined  on  by 
government,  to  deprive  Ireland  of  her  par- 
liament and  independence,  and  to  fubje£l 
her  t6  the  fame  tiaxes  which  were  levied  o& 
the  people  of  Great  Britain. 

This  report  inflamed  the  populace  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  they  aflembled  in  immenfe 
crowds  around  the  parliament  boufe,  '^roke 
into  the  houfe  of  lords,  infulted  the  peers» 
feated  an.  old  woman  on  the  throne,  and 
fearched  for  the  journals,  which  they 
would  have  committed  to  the  flames,  had 
they  been  found:  They  then  obliged  fuch 
members  of  both  houfes  as  they  met  in  the 
ftreets,  to  take  an  oath  that  they  would  ne- 
ver  confent  to  an  union,  or  give  any  vote 
contrary  to  the  real  jntereft  of  Ireland.  A 
body  of  horfie  and  infantry,    were  drawn 

out 
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out  on  this  occafion  to  intimidate  the   mob, 
which  in  the  evening  difperfed  of  itfelfl      Ad- 
drefles  were    next  day  agreed   to,    by  hoth 
houfes  of  parliament,  and  a   committee  of 
enquiry   appointed,  that  the  ringleaders  of 
the  commotion   might  be  difcovered,     and 
brought  to  condign  puniftiment. 

Whjen  the  Britifh  court  heard  that  Thurot 
had    efcaped  from  Dunkirk,   with    a   fmall 
fquadron  of  armed  fhips,   having  on    board 
a  body""of  land  troops,  defigned  for  a  private 
expedition  on  the  coaft  of  Scotland  or  Ire- 
land, expreffes  were  immediately  difpatched 
to  the  commanding    officers,    in    Scotland 
to  put  the  forts   along  that  coaft  in  the  belt 
Hate  of  defence,  and  to  hold   every  thing  in 
readinefs  to  repel  the  enemy,  in  cafe  they 
fliould  attempt  a  defcent.    Th^  greatcft  enco- 
inium  that  can  be  paid  the  charafterpf  Thu- 
rot, is  an  account  of  the  alarm  which  his  puoy 
army  iii  a  moment  fpread  through  the  whole 
extent   of  the    Britifii    dominions,     whofe 
fleets  at  that  time  covered  the  ocean.    Per- 
haps Thurot*8  career  would  have  been  fooner 
Uopped,  bad  Commodore    Boyce  been  vic- 
tualled 
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ttualled  for  a  longer  cruife ;  but  he  was  oblig- 
c€d  to  put -into  Leitb,  for  a  fupply  of  provi^ 
:fion8 ;  at  the  very  time  when  Thurot  was 
ifeen  hovering  on  the  coafts  of  Scotland  :  and 
before  the  Engliih  fquadron  was  provided  for 
.a  profecution  of  the  cruife,  Thurot  had  ta- 
:ken  ihelter  at  Gottcnburgh»  in  Sweden. 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.    VIII. 

-^ReduSion  of  Canada  hy  Gentrdl  Wolfe.  — f5lfiwr 
i  lands  at  Carrickfergus   in  Ircland-^D^ettiei 
^  by  Captdm  EUiot,  ami  kiUsd^The  Bravery  if 
five  Ir^bmen  and  a  boy^  belonging  to  the  Crem 
of  a    Waterford    SUp^Tke  Trial  of  Lord 
George    SackviUe — Tie  Execution    of  Earl 
.Ferrers  Jbr  Murder — Death  of  George  iT.— • 
^His  CharaSer — State '^  Commerce — State  of 
Religion    and  .Phikfophy^'^enius   not  encoth 
raged  nor  patronized  by  the  Crawn-^The  erec- 
tion of  numerous  charitable  Injlitutions  in  Duh- 
lin-^The   Magdalen  Jfyhim — Kewqf  the  Fi- 
nances^   and    alfe    of  the    Laws^  ifince  the 
'Revolution — ReduQim  of  the  Inter efi  of  Mo- 
ney from  xo  to  S  per  Cent,  fi^om  8  to  7,  and 
from  7  to  6,  b^g  the  prefent  Raie—Conjide- 
rations  arijtng  from  comparing  our  prejint 
Conjlitution  with  its  ancient  ModeL 

A  D    iTc      T^  wccxtcodour  views  ncrofi 

JLAc  AtUntic,    inta  Americat 

we  find,  this  year  paittcularly  diftmgm&ed 

by  the  taking  of  Quebec,and ih& redudioa «f 

Gaaadi 
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Canada.  At  the  capture  of  Quebec^  we  mufl 
lament  the  fate  of  the  gallant  Wolfe,  who  ex- 
pired in  the  arms  of  viftory.  General  Wolfe 
was  a  national  lofs,  and  as  fuch  nniverfally 
regretted.  He  inherited  from  nature  an  ani*^ 
mating  fervour  of  fentiment,  an  extenfive  ca- 
pacity, and  a  paffion  for  glory,  which  ftimu- 
lated  him  to  acquire  every  kind  of  military 
knowledge,  <  that  (ludy  or  adual  fervice  could 
procure.  He  was  brave  above  all  fenfe  of 
danger;  he  was  alfo  ^generous,  gentle  and 
humane ;  a  pattern  to  the  ofEcer,  and  the 
darling  of  the  foldiers.  Had  his  genius 
been  exercifed  to  its  full  extent  by  opportunity^ 
and  a£^ion  ; .  and  his  judgment  matured  by 
age  and  experience,  h«  would  undoubtedly 
have  rivalled  in  repmatioB,  the  moft  cele-' 
l^ated  heroes  of  antiquity.  As  foon  as  the 
account  of  the  vi£lory>  and  furrender  of  Que* 
bee,  had  reached  England ;  all  was  rapture, 
all  was  triumph  and  exultation,  blended  with 
the  praife  of  the  gallant  Wolfe. 

Thx  Britifh  parliament  prefented  an  addrefs 
to  his  majefty,  requeuing  he  would  order  amo- 
numcnt  to  be  erc&ed  to  the  memory  of  Majoi^ 

general 
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general  Wolfe  ;  at  the  fame  time  they  rcfolvcd^ 
that  the  thank?  of  the  boufe  Ihould  be  given 
to  the  furviving  generals  and  admirals,  cin- 
^loyed  in  the  glorious  and  fuccefsful  expe- 
dition to  Quebec.  Tcftimonies  of  this  kind, 
while  they  refleft  honour  on  the  charafter  ot 
the  nation,  never  fail  to  animate  individuals 
to  a  fpirited  exertion  of  their  talents  in  thd 
fervice  of  their  country. 

A    T^    *  ^      Iwr  ecouming  the  tranfaSions  of 

A.  D.    1700.    ,  ,.   " 

the  preceding  year,  we  men- 
tioted  a  fraall  armament  equipped  at  Dun- 
kirk, under  the  command  of  M.  de  Thurot, 
who  notwithftanding  all  the  vigilance  of 
Commodore  Boyce,  ftationed  in  the  Downs, 
to  watch  him,  found  means  to  efcape  from 
Dunkirk  in  the  month  of  Oftober,  and 
arrived  at  Goucnburgh,  in  Sweden;  from 
whence  he  proceeded  to  Bergen,  in  Norway-, 

His  inftruflions  were  to  rtake  occafional 

defcients  upon  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  and  by 

i  dividing  the  troops   and  diftra&ing  the  at- 

i   \  tention  of  the  government,  of  the  kingdom ;  to 

t  facilitate  the   enterprife  of  M.  De  Conflans> 

the 
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the  fate  of  which  has  al ready  been  mentioned. 
Thurot's  original  armament  conCfted  of  five 
fhips,  one  of  which,  called  the  Marefchal 
de  Belleifle,  was  mounted  with  forty  four, 
guns;  the  Begon,  the  Blond,  the  Terpfi- 
chore,  had  thirty  guns  each,  and  the  Ma- 
Xante  carried  twenty  four.  The  number  of 
troops  put  on  board  this  little  fleet,  did  not 
exceed  one  ihoufaud,  two  hundred  and 
feveniy,  exclufive  of  mariners,  to  the  num- 
ber of  feven  hundred  ;  but  two  hundred  of 
thcfe  forces  were  fent  fick  on  fliore,  before 
the  armament  failed  from  Dunkirk  j  and  in 
their  voyage  between  Gottenburgh  and  Ber- 
gen, they  loft  company  of  the  Begon,  du- 
ring a  violent  ftorm.  The  feverity  of  the 
weather  detained  them  nineteen  days  at  Ber- 
gen, at  the  expiration  of  which,  they  fet 
fail  for  the  weftern  iflands  of  Scotland,  and 
difcovered  the  northern  parts  of  Ireland, 
in  the  latter  end  of  January. 

.  Thurot's  intention  was  to  make  a  de- 
fcent  upon  Derry;  but  before  this  defign 
was  executed,  the  weather  growing  tempef- 
tuous,    and    the  wind   blowitig   off    ihore, 

Thurot 
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Thurot  was   driven  olit  to  fea,    and  in  the 
night  he  loft   fight  of  the  Marante,     which 
never    joined  him  after.     After    being  tcm- 
jpeft-toft  for    fome    time,    and    expofed    to 
a     very     feanty    allowance    of    provifions, 
Thurot's  officers    requefted  him    to    return 
to  France,   left  they  fhould  all  perifh  by    fa- 
mine ;  but  he  did  not  liften  to  fuch  a  propofal, 
and  frankly  told   them  he  could  not  return 
to  France  without  having  roada  fome  effort 
for  the  fervice  of  his  country ;  aeverthelefs 
in    hopes  of    procuring    fome    refrelhment 
he    fteered  to  the   ifland  of  Ifla,  belonging 
to  Scotland,  where  the  troops  were  landed, 
and  here  they  found  black  cattle,  and  a  fniall 
fupply  of  oatmeal    for   which    they    paid  a 
ireafonable    price;  and  it  muft  be  acknow' 
ledged  Thurot  himfelf  behaved  with  great 
moderation  and  generoftty. 

Whils  this  ipirited  adventurer  laboured 
junder  thefe  wants  and  difficulties,  his  arri' 
Val  in  thofe  feas  £lled  the  whole  kingdom 
with  alarm^  Bodies  of  regular  troops  and 
tailitia  were  ftationed  along  *tli£  coafls  of 
Scotland  and  Ireland ;  and  befides  commo* 

dore 


Since  the  RcvoIuHon.  305 

dore  Boys^s  fquadrdn,  who  failed  to  the  Qt>rth- 
ward,  otL    piirpofc  to    purfiie    tte    enemy, 
Other  (hlp6   of  war,   wifre  ordered  to  fconr 
tke  Biillol  cbaBnel,  and  cruife  between  Scot« 
land  and  Ireland.     As  foon  as  the  weather 
permitted,  Thurot,  to  purfue  his  deftination, 
failed    from    Ifla  tO    the    Bay  of  Carrick-' 
fergus>  and  msCde  all  the  neceflary  prepara-. 
tions  for  a  defcent  $    which  was  accordingly 
effeded  wjith  fix  hiitidred  men,  on  the  twen- 
ty.firft    of   February.     Lieutenant    Colonel 
Jennings,  who  commismded  four  companies 
of  raw     UQdifdplined     men,    at    Carrick- 
fergus^   having    been    informed    that    thred 
Ihips  had  anchored  about  tWo  miles  and  a 
half  from  the  caftle,  which  Was  ruinous  and 
defencelefs,    immediately    detached  a  party 
to  make  obfervations,  and  ordered  the  French 
jMriigners  there  confined,  to  be  removed   to 
Belfift*    In  the  mean  time,  tlie  enemy  landed 
wiihouc   oppofition,    and  advanced  towards 
the  town^  which  they  found  as  well  guarded 
fts  the  nature  of  the  place,  and  the  fituation 
of  the  commander  would  allows 

A  regular  attack  was  carried  on,    and  il 

fpuri^d  defence  made  ;  but  at  length  Colonel 
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Jennings  was  obliged  to  retire  to  the  eaftle, 
wkkh^  however,  was  in  all  refpeds  untenable ; 
for  befides  a  breach  in  the  wall,  near  fifty* 
feet  wide,  he  found  himfelf  deftitute  of  pro- 
vifions  and  ammunition.  N^ertbelefs,  he 
repulfed  the  aflailants  in  ifaeir  firft  attack, 
even  after  the  gate  was  burft  open,  and  fup* 
plied  the  want  of  ihot  vrith  ftones  and  rub- 
biih.  But  after  a  vain  effort,  the  colonel 
and  his  troops,  were  conftrained  to  furrende*, 
on  condition  that  they  Ihould  not  be  fent  pri- 
foners  to  France,  but  be  ranfomed  by  fending 
thither  an  equal  number  of  French  prifoners 
firom  Great  Britain  or  Ireland :  that  the  eaftle 
ihould  not  be  demoliihed,  nor  the  town  of 
Garickfeigus  plundered  nor  burned,  on  con- 
dition that  the  mayor  and  corporation  ihould 
iumiih  the  French  troops  with  necefiary  pro- 
vifions.  One  drcumftance  that  attended  this 
engi^ement  deferves  to  be  tranfmitted  to  pof- 
terity,  at  an  inilance  of  that  courage,  united 
with  hulhanity,  which  conilitutes  true  he- 
roifm. 

Whilb    the   French    and    Engtiih  were 
hot(y  engaged  in  one  of  the  ftreet^  a  litde 

child 
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tkiid  ran  pUyRiUy  bet#ecB  them,  bavin| 
ko  idea  of  the  danger  to  which  it  was  expo* 
led}  a  cbmmoii  foldier  belonging ^  to  the 
French,  ieeing  the  life  of  this  poo^  innocent 
at  fiake,  gtounded  his  pieces  advanced  de*' 
liberateiy.  between  the  lines  of  £re,  took 
up  the  child  in  his  aifms,  conveyed  it  to  si 
place  of  fafety ;  then  returning  to  his  place, 
tefumed  his  nluiketj  and  renewed  his  \ioU 
tility.  Such  inllances  of  iiumanity  do  bonout 
to  man,  and  ought  to  be  recorded. 

s 

Thueot^  after  this  exploit,  did  ndt  ad-*^ 
V^ds  farther  into  the  country ;  a  meafure 
irhicli  indeed  he  cohld  hot  have  under- 
taken with  any  fafety;  for  by  this  tijoae  a 
confidef  able  body  of  regular  forces  was  af« 
fembied  ;  and  the  people  of  tflfter  manifefted 
^  fpirit  of  ioyahy  and  fortitude  o»n  the  occa- 
^oiu  Thdy  flocked  in  numbers  to  Betfaft,  to 
offer  their  fervic^  to  repel  the  invaders- 
Tbeie  circumftances  heing  known  to  Thu- 
ifot,  as  well  as  the  defeat  of  GonfianS:,  which 
he  bad  alfo  learned;  obliged  him  to  reim« 
l>ark  with  fome  precipitation,  aftit  hMLvrnf 
laid  Garrickfergus  tindeiii  jMlAdefat^  tontri- 
TL  i'  Mtiofi* 
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butiotn.  But  the  fate  he  cfcaped  on  land  he 
^foon  met  with  at  fea.  Captain  John  Elliot, 
who  comtfianded  thfec  frigates  at  Kinfale, 
and  had  already  diftinguilhed  himfelf  in  the 
eourfeof  the  wat,  by  many  adls  of  valour, 
was  informed  by  a  difpatch  from  the  Dul  e 
of  Bedford,  that  three  of  the  enemy's  ihips 
!ay  at  anchor,  lA  the  bay  of  Carrickfergv  ; 
thither  Elliot  inftantly  fleered  his  cburfe  ia 
the  fhip  iEolus,  acompanied  by  the  Pallas 
and  Brilliant,  under  the  commaind  of  Cap- 
tains, Clements  and  Lc^ie.  On  the  twenty 
eight  of  February,  they  defcried  the  enemy 
in  fight  of  the  Ifle-of-Man,  and  gave  them 
chace.  About  nine  in  the  morning,  Elliot 
In  his  own  (hip  engaged  the  Bellifle,  com- 
manded by  Thurot;  although  much  his 
fuperior  in  ftrength  of  men,  number  of 
grins  and  weight  of  metal.  In  a  ihort  time 
his  companions  were  alfo  engaged  with 
Thurot's  two  other  ftiips. 

AvTZR  a  very  hqt  a£kion,  maintained  with 
freat  fpirit,  on  all  fides  for  an  hour  and  an 
half,  Elliot's  Lieutenant  boarded  the  Bellifle, 
a&d  ftrilcing  her  colours  with  his  own  hand,  * 

flie 
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(he  fubffiittcd;    the   other  fhips  .  were  alfo 
fooa  takeu,  a^d  Elliot  conveyed  bis  prices 
into  iUmfay  Bay,  in  the  Ifle-of-.vfan,  in  order 
that  they  might  be  repaired.    Although  the 
fiellifle  was  very   leaky,  an4   had   loft   her 
bohfprit,    mifen-niaft,  andjyiain-yard,  yet  the 
vidory  v^ould  not  have   been  io  eafily  ob- 
tained^   had  not  the  brave  Thurot    fallen, 
during^  the  aflion,    The  vi^or  had  not  even 
the  confolation  to  perform  the  laft   ofiiees 
to    his   ifaliant   en^my ;  for  his  body  was 
thrown  into  the  fea,  by  his  own  mpn,  in 
the  V^rry  of  the  engagement.    The  ^lofs  of 
theBckiih  did  not  exceed  forty  men,  killed 
and  wounded — whereas,    above  three  hun- 
dred of  the  French  were  killed  or  difable4 

Thk  fervice  performed  by  Elliot  on  this 
occafion,  was  confidered  fo  eflential  to  the 
peace  and  commerce  of  Ireland,  that  th^ 
thanks  of  the  Iriih  houfe  of  commons  were 
unanimotifly  voted  to  the  viflors  of  Thurot, 
as  well  as  to  Colonel  Jennings,  fo^:  his  fpirited 
conduA  at  Carrickfergus ;  and  the  freedom  of 
the  city  of  Cork,  was  prefented  in  filver  boxes, 
^0  Captains  Elliot,  Clements  and  Logic.  The 
^  i  paiQQ 
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name  of  Thurot  was  ))ecoine  terrible  to  aU 
the  mercantile  leaports  of  Great  Briuin  and 
Ireland;  .wherefore,  the  defeat  and  capmr^ 
of  his  armament  were  celebrated  with  as 
great  and  hearty  rejoicings,  as  the  moft  im* 
portantvi&ory  could  have  produced. 

Jt  bdngpur  wilh  to.omit  noopportunitj 
of  4oiog  juftice  to  the  yalou]r  of  Irilhmen, 
we  prefume  that  the  bravery  of  five  Hiberni- 
ans, and  a  boy,  belonging  to  the  crew  of 
a  Ihip  from  Waterford,  merits  recgrding 
The  fliipi  on  her  return  from  Bilboa, 
^aden  vFuh  brandy  and  iron,  having  being  ta^ 
ken  by  a  French  privateer  off  Uflunt,  aboot 
the  middle  of  April,  in  this  year,  the  captors 
removed  the  mailer  and  all  the  hands,  except 
thefe  five  men  and  the  boy,  who  were  left 
to  ailift  nine  French  men  in  navigating  thf 
veflel  to  France. 

The8£  brave  Irilhmen  concert)^  a  plan  fof 
their  deliverance,  and  exeiputed  it  with  fuccefs. 
Four  of  the'  French  mariners  being  beloif 
^ecks,  three  aloft,  among  the  rigging,  one 
at  the  helm,  and  another  walking  the  decl(» 

Bricn 
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Brien  who  conduced  the  enterprife,  tripped 
up  the  heels  of,  the  French  fteerfman, ,  feized 
his  piftol,  and  difcharged  it  at  the  other  mari. 
ner  who  walked  the  deck,  but  haying  milled 
his  aim,  he  knocked  him  down  with  the  but- 
end  of  the  piftol.  At  the  fame  time  he  hollowed 
to  his  companions  below,  who  attacked  the  ' 
enemy  with  their  broad  fwords,  and  foon 
compelled  them  to  fubmit :  they  then  came 
on  deck,  and  clofed  the  hatches.  Brien  and 
his  aflbciates  being  now  in  pofleflion  of  the 
quarter  deck,  thofe  that  were  aloft  called 
for  quarters,  and  fur  rendered  without  oppo« 
fition.  The  Iriih  men  having  obtained  a  com* 
plete  viAory,  almoft  without  bloodfhed,  and 
having  fecured  the  prifoners,  a  new  difficulty 
occurred.  Neither  Brien  nor  his  friend  could  * 
read  or  write,  nor  knew  any  thing  of  naviga- 
tion ;  but  fuppoiing  hiscourfe  to  be  North,  he 
fteered  at  venture,  and  the  firfl  land  he  nuul^ 
was  contiguous  to  Youghal,  where  he  happily  ♦ 
arrived  with  his  prifoners. 

As  no  fubjeft  engrofled  fo  much  the  con- 
verfation  and  paffions  of  the  public,  at  this 
dme,  as  the  cafe  of  Lord  George  Sackville, 
vr^'lhall  beg  leave  tp  convey  the  reader  tQ 
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Gre^t  Britain,  for  the  purpofe  pf  giving  hin^ 
a  iketchof  hisiordihip'a  cafe.  Lord  George 
Sackville,  had  by  this  time  re%ned  his  com-: 
mand  in  Germany,  and  returaed  to  England, 
the  country  of  all  others,  it  would  be  his  in* 
xereft  to  (hun,  if  he  were  really  guilty  of  the 
imputation  now  alledged  agf inft  his  charac^ 
Iter.  With  the  news  of  the  battle  of  Min- 
^en,  the  defamation  of  th^s  officer  arrived. 
He  was  accufed  of  h4ving  difobeyed  Prince 
Ferdinapd's  orders,  relative  to  the  battle  of 
Minden,.  and  his  condud  was  ftigmatized 
in  many  particulars. 

This  vague  charge,  kindled  up  a  blaae 
of  indignation  again  ft  Lord  George  Sackville, 
amongft  the  people  of  England.  Lord 
peorge,  impatient  of  thf  imputaton  attached 
to  his  cbarafler,  foliciied  to  be  tried  by  a 
court  mafihal,  which  was  granted.  On  the 
jrial  it  appeared,  that  fo  many  contradic- 
tory  orders  hj^d  been  iflued  by  Prince  Fer- 
dinand, that  Lord  George  could  not  with 
any  certainty  execute  any  Qf  them,  until  he 
reforted  in  perfpn  to  the  prince,  to  receive 
commands  from  hi?  owp  lips— Thefe  orders 
he  immediately  executed  with  as  much  cx- 

cirtiqn 
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exertion  as  was  poflible  on  fuch  an  occa^ 
fion.  The  court-martial  after  hearing  of 
evidence,  gave  judgment  in  thefe  words* 
*•  The;  court,  upon  due  confideraiion  of  the 
whole  matter  before  them,  is  of  opinion; 
that  Lord  George  Sackville  is  guilty  of  hav- 
ing difobcyed  the  orders  of  Prince  Ferdinand 
of  Brunfwick,.  whom  he  was  by  his  com- 
itiiffion  and  iniirudions  directed  to  obey  as 
eommander  in  chief,  according  to  the  rules 
of  war,  and  it  is  the  farther  opinion  of  this 
court,  that  the  faid  Lord  George  Sackville 
is,  and  he  is  hereby  adjudged,  unfit  to  ferve 
his  majefty  ip  any  military  capacity  what- 
fpever/' 

This  fentence  was  confirmed  by  the  king, 
who  to  complete  the  difgrace  of  this  un* 
fortunate  general,  \u  council,  called  for  the 
council  book  and  ftruck  the  name  of  Lord 
George  Sackvijle  out  of  the  lift  of  privy  coun- 
fellors-  • 

Ths  people  of  Great  Britain,  naturally  im-: 
patient  and  clamorous  have  been  too  much 
indulged  with  court  martials  and  difmiflion, 
which  tend  only    to  render    their  military 

commanders 
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commanders  raih  and  precipitate  ;  the  popu- 
lace more  licentious  and  intradable,    and  to 
difgrace  the  national  charader.   The  impu-  ^ 
tations  levelled  at  Lord  George  Sackville  hy 
the  multitude,  and  circulated  with  fo  much  ^ 
induftry   and    clamour,  ought  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  mob  accufation  which  the  braved 
men,  even  the  great  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
could  not  efcape  ;    it  ought  to  be  received 
as  a  dangerous  fufpicion,  which  ftrikes  at  the 
root  of  charaAer,  and  may  blaft  that  honour 
in  a  moment,  which  theXoldier  had  acquired 
in  a  long  courfe  of  painful  fervice,  at  the 
continual   hazard  of  his  life.    We  ought  to 
diftruft  it  as  a  malignant  charge  altogether 
inconfiftent  with  the  former  conduA  of  the 
pqrfon   accufed,  as  well   as.  withl^is  fobfe- 
quent  impatience   and    perfeverance  in  de* 
manding  atrial  to  which    he  never  would 
have  been  otberwife  called ;    a  trial  although 
his  li%   was  at    Hake,  and  his  caufe   cried 
down ,  he  fuftained  with  fuch  courage,  forti* 
tudje  and  prefence  of  mind,  as  evoi  his  ene- 
mies themfelvet  coiild  not  help  adonriog. 
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This  fummer  was  diftinguiihed  by  another 
prial  ftill  more  remarkable.    Laurence^  Earl 
Ferrers,  a  nobleman  of  a  violent  fpirit,    who 
had  committed  many  outrages,   and  in  the. 
opinion  of  all  who    knew  him,  had  given 
fuanifold  proofs  of  infanity,  at  length  per* 
petratedthe  murder  of  his  own  agent   a  Mr. 
Johnfon,  for  which  he  was  tried  condemned 
and  executed  at  Tyburn  as  a  ,common  male- 
ia^or.    Homicide  is  the  reproach  of  Great 
Britain  ;    it  is  probable  there  is  fomething    in 
the  climate  that  difpofes    the  natives  to  this 
inhuman    crimes.    Certain   it   b,    high    paf. 
fions  will  lireak  out  into  the  mod  enormous 
yio]a3ce$  in    that  country    where  they    are 
leaft  controlled  by  the   reflraint   of  regula- 
tion and  Older ;  and  it   is  equally  certain 
-  (hat  in  no  civjllzed  country  under  heaven  is 
there  fuch  a  relaxation  of  difcipline,  either 
religious  or  civil  as  |n  England. 

While  the  Britrfh  arms  triumphed  in 
every  effort  tending  to  the  intercft  and  prof-  . 
perity  of  the  nation,  an  event  occurred,  which 
for  a  moment  obfcured  the  fplendor  of  Great 
Britain's  glory  and  triumphs  ;  and  could  not 
but  be  very  alarming  to  thofe  German  allies, 

whom 
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whom  her  liberality  had  enabled  to  fupport 
an  expeafive  and  bloody  war,  of  caprice  and 
ambition.  On  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  Oc- 
tober, George  IL  without  any  previous  difor- 
der,  was  in  the  morning  fuddenly  feized  with 
the  agony  of  death,  at  the  palace  of  Ken- 
fington. 

Hr  had  rifen  at  the  uTual  hour,  drank  hb 
Chocolate,  and  enquired  about  the  wind,  as 
he  was  anxious  for  the  arrival  of  the  foreign 
mails;  he  then  opened  the  window  of  his 
apartment  and  finding  the  weather  was  ferene, 
and  calm,  declared  he  would  walk  in  the 
garden.  In  a  few  minutes  after  this  declara- 
iion»  while  he  remained  alone  in  bis  chamber, 
he  fell  down  upon  the  floor ;  the  noife  of  the 
fall  brought  his  attendants  into  the  room,  who 
lifted  him  on  the  bed,  where  he  defired  in  a 
faint  voice,  that  the  Princefs  Amelia  might  be 
called  ;  but  before  (be  had  reached  the  apart- 
ment, he  had  expired.  An  attempt  was  made 
to  bleed  him,  but  without  effed  ;  for  bis  ma- 
lady was  beyond  the  power  of  art.  When 
the  furgeons  opened  the  cavity  of  the  chefl, 
they  found  the  right  ventricle  pf  the  heart 
^Aually  ruptured,  and  a  gre^t  quantity  of 
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blood  difcharged  through  the  aperture,  into 
the  furroandiDg  pericordium,  fo  that  he  muft 
have  died  inftantaneoufly,  in  confequcnce  of 
the  e£fufion  of  blood.  A  rupture  of  this  na- 
ture appears  the  more  remarkable,  as  it  hap- 
pened to  a  prince  of  a  found  conftitution,  un* 
accuftomed  to  excefs,  and  far  advanced  be«^ 
yond  that  period  of  life,  when  the  blood 
might  be  fuppofed  to  flow  with  a  dangerous 
impetuofity. 

Thvs  died  George  II.  at  the  age  of  feventy* 
feven,  after  a  relgjo  of  thirty-four  years,  re- 
markable by  a  variety  of  important  events, 
and  diverfified  with  a  viciflitude  of  character. 
He  is  faid  to  have  been  extremely  addiAed  to 
paflion,  yet  foon  appeafed  ;  in  domeftic  obco- 
nomy  he  was  frugal,  temperate,   regular,  and 
fo  methodical  in  every  department  of  it,  that 
he  attended  to  objefls  which  perhaps  a  great 
and  magnanimous    prince  had  better   over- 
look.  He  was  fond  of  n^ilitary  parade  ;   and 
perfonally  brave.    He  loved  war  as  a  foldier, . 
and  ftudied  it  as  a  fcience. 

Wx  ftiall  not  attempt  to  difplay  the   extent 
of  his  abilities^    nor  the    fplendor  of    his 

virtues  : 
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would  we  had  grounds  to  enlarge  on  his  mil* 
nificence  and  liberality,  hii  generous  regatd 
10  genius  and  learning !  His  government  fd-^ 
dom  deviated  from  the  inftitutions  of  law  i 
or  interfered  with  the  ordinary  adminifira-« 
lion  of  juftice.  His  public  charaAer  v^^as 
chiefly  di(lingui(hed  by  a  prediledion  for  his 
native  country,  and  a  fteady  attetition  to  the 
political  interefts  of  the  Germanic  body.  Td 
thefc  principles  he  moil  rigidly  adhered^ 
during  the  ivhole  courfe  of  his  life;  and 
w^en  the  blood  and  treafure  of  the  Britilh 
Empire  were  facrifioed  to  thefe  confiderati^ 
ons,  perhaps  we  ought  not  to  cenfure  the 
prince  fo  much,  who  no  doiibt,  was  a£luated 
by  the  impulfe  of  natural  afieAion,  ^s  we 
(hould  deteft  a  fucceffion  of  venal  minifters  ; 
all  of  whom  in  their  tum  devoted  themfelves 
totally  to.  the  gratification  of  this  paflioti  o^ 
partiality,  which  proved,  prejudicial  in  th^ez^ 
trerae  tp  the  real  intereil  of  this  nation,  as  well 
as  to  that  of  the  Britifh  dominions.  During 
this  reign,  a  (landing  army  was,  by  force  of 
minifterial  influence,  engrafted  on  the  con« 
flitution. 

VtNALITt 
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VtNAXiTT  tnd  corruption,  made  profefled 
pttriocs  refipL  the  principles  they  had  long  en* 
deavoured  to  eftabltlh.  The  management  of 
the;  nation  was  configned  to  minifters  in 
general,  as  deficient  in  knowledge  as  they  were 
in  integrity,  and  who  by  their  ignorance  and 
prefumption,  reduced  the  country  to  the  verge 
of  ruin.  However,  we  may  venture  to  aflert 
that  George  JI.  was  as  popular  as  any  other 
prince  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe.  The  Engliih, 
as  well  as  Triih  are  naturally  warm  and  impe- 
tuous, and  in  generous  natures,  afieAion  is 
as  apt  as  any  other  pafldons  to  run  riot. 

The  fuddeii  death  of  the  king  was  de- 
plored by  many,  as  a  national  misfortune  ; 
forno  other  caufe  probably,  but  that  the  king- 
dom was  deprived  of  him  at  a  critical  junc- 
ture, while  implicated  in  an  ezpenfive  and 
dangerous  war,  of  which  he  had  been  per- 
fonally  the  chief  mover  and  fupport.  They 
knew  the  burthen  of  royalty  devolved  on  ^ 
young  prince,  who^  although,  he  had  at- 
tained the  age  of  maturity,  had  never  been 
admitted  to  any  (hare  of  the  adminiftvation, 
nor  made  acquainted  with  any  of  the  views  or 
Cchemes  of  the  cabinet.  Thus  the  real  charac- 
ter 


of  the  young  kiog  was  very  littie  kaowA  to 
the  generality  of  the  people.  Wherefore  grcaj 
doubts  and  apprehenfions  w^e  entertaiocd 
by  the  nation,  on  this  account ;  but  all  tbefo 
gloomy  fears  ^ere  (hortly  difpellcd,  and  va- 
niihed  like  miils  before  the  morning  fun  \  while 
the  people  enjoyed  the  heartfelt  pleafure  of  fee- 
ing their  lofs  repaired  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
fully  fatisfied  the  moft  ianguine  wiih  of  every 
friend  of  his  country. 

The  commerce  of  this  kingdom  encreafed 
little  during  this  reign,  the  neceffities  of 
government,  the  monopolizing  fpirit  of  Great 
Britain^  together  with  the  continual  aug- 
mentation of  the  public  debt,  obliged  the 
legiOature  to  hamper  trade  with  manifold 
and  grievous  impofitions. 

Thk  powers  of  the  human  mind  were  fully 
and  freely  exercifed  during  this  reign.  Con- 
fiderable  progrefs  was  made  in  mathematics 
and  aftronomy.  Natural  philofophy  became 
a  general  ftudy,  and  the  new  doflrine  of 
eleftricity  grew  into  fafliion,  The  clergy 
were  in   general  learned,  pious   and   exern* 

plary, 
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plarf  ,  ecclefiiftictl  merit  wm  not  altogether 
confined  to  the  eftabliihed  clergy,  mafly  in^^ 
fiances  of  extraordbary  genius,  and  unaC 
feAed  piety  and  moderation  having  appeared^ 
among  the  diflrating  and  catholic  clergy  of 
Ireland. 

Ih  this^  reign,  literary  genius  arofe  almoft 
fpontaneoufly,  for  though  negleded  by  the 
great,  it  floufiihed  under  the  pfoteAion  of 
a  public,  who  had  pretenfions  to  talle,  and 
}>iquod   themfelves  on    Encouraging    merit: 
Candidates  for  literary  fame  appeared  even  in 
the  higher  fpher^    of  life,   embelliihed  by 
the  nerroiis  fiilfc,  fuperior  fenfe  and  ezten- 
five  erudition  of  a  Corke,  by  the  delicate 
tafte,  the  poliihed  nmfe,  and  tender  feelings 
of  a  Lyttleton, 

Thx  genius  of  GehraliteS  ifras  tfansfufe^ 
into  the  hoveU  of  Fielding;  who  paintedt 
the  charafiers  and  ridiculed  the  follies  of 
life,  lirith  equal  ftrength,  htimou^  and  propri- 
ety. Hiftory  and  geography  ^ere  ctiltivat^d 
by  man^  writers  of  profound  abilities; 
among  thefe  we  difiinguiih  the  learned  and 
elegant  Roli(snlbn,  and  abdvfealt  thepene- 

Vox.t{  ^  if  trating. 
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trating,  ingenious,  and  comprehenfive  Hume, 
a  firft  rate  writer,  whether  we  confider  him 
as  an  hiftorian  or  a  philofopber,  nor  ict  us 
forget  the  merit  fo  confpicuous  in  the  works 
of  CampbeU,  diftinguifhed  for  candour, 
intelligence,  and  precifion,  and  Johnfpn,  who 
was  inferior  to  none,  in  philofopby  anct 
clafiical  learning. 

Never  was  the  third  after  knowledge  fo 
great,  or  literary  merit  more  efteemed  than 
at  this  period,  by  the  bulk  of  the  people  \ 
but  it  was  neither  countenance(i  nor  attended 
to  by  the  throng,  nor  indulged  by  the  libe- 
rality of  particular  patrons.  The  reign  of 
(^een  Aune,  was  propitious  to  the  fortunes 
of  men  of  genius,  who  lived  in  all  the  hap* 
py  pride  of  independence,  while  in  the  fu- 
ceeding  reigns  ;  many  whofe  merit  was  uni- 
verfally  acknowledged,  remained  during  their 
'  lives,  expofed  to  all  the  ftorms  of  indigence, 
and  all  theftings  of  mortification. 

C^££N  Anne,  countenanced  learning. 
She  convcrfed  with  Newton,  and  correfpon- 
licd  with  Leibnitz.  She  took  pains  to  acquire 
popularity,  ^nd  the  couh  was  animated  with 
•  *    a  freedom 
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a  freedom  of  fpxrit  and  vivadty,  which  ren;- 
deredit  at  once  brilliant  and  agreeable.  At 
ber  death,  that  fpirit  languifhed,  and  an 
entire  ceflation  of  gaiety  and  good  humour 
enfued.  It  was  fucceeded  by  a  fullen  calm» 
an    ungracious  and  infipid   referve. 

To  the  honour  of  Ireland,  the  virtues  of 
benevolence  and  charity,  are  as  confpicuous 
as  in  aaiy  part  of  tlie  globe ;  witnefs,  the  nu- 
merous hofpuals  and  infirmaries  throughout 
the  kingdom  in  general,  but  in  Dublin  in 
particular;  often  eftablilhed  by  the  huma-- 
nityof  individuals,  and  fupported  by  volun- 
tary contributions  and  parliamentary  grants. 
Of  equal,  and  perhaps  fuperior  merit,  is 
another  charitable  inftitution,  which  recently 
took  effedl  in  the  metropolis — ^We  allude  to 
the  Magdalen  Aflylum.  We  fcarffe  know 
whether  mod  to  admire  the  plan,  or  commend 
the  humanity  of  this  *  excellent  inflitution. 
A  fmall  number  of  humane  individuals, 
deeply  afieded  with  the  fituation  of  common 
proflitutes,  who  are  certainly  the  raoft  for* 
lorn  of  all  human  creatures,  formed  a  ge« 
aerous  and  humane  refolution  in  their  favour, 
f'hey  juftly  confidered  that  many  of  thofc 
Y  2  vnhappy 
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unhappy  creature^  fo  wretched  in  themfelves, 
and  fa  produ£Uve  of  mifchief  to  fociety  ;  had 
Ijcen  feduced  to  Vice  in  their  tender  years, 
hy  the  perfidious  artifice  of  the  other  fez,  or 
the  violence  of  unruly  pafTion,  before  they  had 
acquired  experience  to  guard  againft  the  one, 
or  forefight  to  perceive  the  fatal  confequences 
of  the  other.  That  the  jewel,  reputation,  bebg 
thus  loft,  perhaps  in  one  unguarded  mo- 
ment, they  were  covered  with  fliamc  and 
difgracc,  abandoned  by  their  fcmilies,  exclu- 
ded from  all  pity,  regard  and  afliftance; 
that,  ftungby  felf  conviaion,  infulted  with 
reproach,  denied  the  opportunity  of  peni- 
tence and  conttition,  cut  itf  from  all  hope, 
impelled  by  indigence  and  maddened  with 
defpair,  they  had  plunged  into  a  life  of  in- 
famy, in  which  they  were  cxpofed  to  the 
dreadful  vidtflitudes  ofmifery  and  the  moft 
torturing  pangs  of  reflexion  ;  that  whatever 
remorfc  they  might  fed,  or  however  they 
might  abominate^their  own  vice,  or  wiih  for 
an  opportunity  of  amendment,  they  were  al- 
together deftitutc  of  the  means  of  reforma- 
uon,  they  were  not  only  deprived  of  ail  pof- 
fibility  of  benefiting  by  thofc  precious   mo- 
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of  repenVince,  and  becoming  pnce  more  ufe- 
ful  members  of  fociety,  but  obliged,  in  or- 
der to  procure  a  wretched  fubfiftence,  to  per- 
(evere  in  the  habits  of  proftitution,  and 
a£las  the  inftrumcnuof  heaven'e  vengeance 
in  propagating  difeafe  and  profligacy,  in  de» 
firoyimg  the  bodies,  corrupting  the  minds, 
and  poifoning  the  morals  olf  their  felloi^  crea- 
tures. 

Moved  by  fympathy  and  commiferation 
this  truly  virtuous  and  humane  band  of  iun- 
divi duals,  provided  a  comforuble  afylum  for 
female  penitents,  to  which  they  might  fly  for 
ihelter  from  the  haunts  of  vice,  the  mife* 
ries  of  life,  and  the  contempt  of  mankind ; 
where  they  might  enjoy  the  falutary  femimwta 
of  remorfe,  make  their  peace  with  heavoi, 
habituate  themfelves  to  induftry  and  tempe« 
xance,  and  be  profiubly  re-united  to  fociety, 
from  which  they  had  b^^en  fo  unhappily  diC* 
fevered* 

At  this   period  the   ftate  of  our  finan^ 

ces    was     rather  profperous.     The    entire 

charge  and   debt  of   Ireland  amouQted    to 

1,318,2631.  The  tptal   credit  of  the  jiatios^ 
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nation,  was  then    1,567,686!.    confequcmly 
the     nation     was     then      in     credit    249^ 
.  4'Z3l. 

From  the  Revolution  to  the  prefcnr  period, 
many  laws  have  paffed,  as  the  bill  of  rights^ 
the  toleration  aft,  the  aft  of  fcttlemeut  with 
Its  conditions,  which  aflcrted  our  liberties  in 
more  clear  and  emphatical  terms ;  and  re- 
gulated the  fucceilion  of  the  crown  by  parli- 
ament, as  the  exigences  of  religious,  and  ci- 
vil freedom  required,  and  alfo  confirmed  and 
exemplified  the  doftrine  of  refiftance,  when 
the  executive  power  attempts  to  fubvert  the 
conftitution  ;  and  likewife  maintained  the 
ftiperiority  of  the  laws  above  the  king,  by  pro- 
^  nouucing  this  difpenfing  power  to  be  illegal 
and  unconftitutional ;  with  many  other  ufeful 
and  neceflary  laws  and  regulations..  Yet^ 
though  thefe  provifions  have,  in  appear- 
ance, nominally  reduced  the  ftrengthofthe 
execntive  magiftmte  to  a  much  lower  ebb  than 
in  the  preceding  period  ;  if  on  the  other 
hand,  we  throw  into  the  oppofite  fcale,  the 
vafl;  acquifition  of  force  arifing  from  the  riot 
aft,  the  annual  expedience  of  a  (landing 
army,  and  the  great  encreafe  of  perfonal  at- 
tachment 
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tacbment  arifing  from  the  magnitude  of  the 
national  debt  and  of  patronage  ;  we  Iball  find^ 
that  the  crown  has  gradually  and  impercep- 
tibly, acquired  perhaps  more  in  influence, 
than  it  has  apparently  loft  in  prerogative. 

Dt7RiM6    this  period    many  efforts  were  c,  >, 

made  to  unite  Ireland  with  Great  Britain,  as 
England  and  Scotland  are  united,  but  fuch 
fchemes  proved  abortive  as  it  is  to  be  hoped 
they  ever  will,  if  ever  they  (hould  be  attempt- 
ed. In  many  inflances  the  crown  wifiied' 
to  be  totally  independent  of  the  parliament 
and  to  render  the  meeting  of  it  lefs  frequent. 
When  the  Duke  of  Devonlhire  was  lord  lieu- 
tenant in  1729,  an  attempt  was  made  to  pro- 
cure the  fupplies  for  twenty  one  years,  and, 
ftrange  to  mention,  this  infamous  attempt,  was 
defeated  only  by  a  majority  of  one  voice- 
Such  meafures  were  calculated  to  fupercede 
the  necelfity  of  convoking  parliaments.  But 
at  this  time  parliaments  were  continued  from 
the  commencement  of  each  reign  to  the  de- 
mifc  of  the  king,  wherefore  Ireland  might 
juftly  be  faid  to  have  legiflators,  but  hot 
reprefentatives  ;  and  the  effe£ls  of  bribery  and 
corruption  were  vifiblc  and  notorious.    The 

fyftcm 
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fyftem  of  bribing  the  legiflature  was  introdu- 
ced by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  in  Great  Briuin, 
and  its  baneful  confequences  to  the  real  inter- 
eft  of  England  and  Ireland,  are  not  completely 
eradicated  at  this  day. 

Thb  faftions  of  Whig  and  Tory,  were  the 
caufe  of  much  ferment  and  uneafinefs  in  the 
ftate,  and  religion  was  often  made  the  pretext 
for  cruelty,  oppreffion,  and  intolerance ;  yet, 
notwithftanding  all  thefe  confiderations,  the 
Irifh  were  peaceable,  loyal,  andflri6tly  amena- 
ble, to  the  laws.  During  all  the  Pretender's 
attempts  upon  Great  Britain,  no  difturbance, 
took  place  in  Ireland  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  Irifh 
manifefted  a  fpirit  of  loyalty  and  attachment 
to  their  fovereign  fcarcely  to  be  paralleled  uu- 
der&milar  circumftances  ;  at  a  time  when  their 
afiefliona  were  only  weaned  from  the  caufe  of 
James,  and  when  they  laboured  under  reftric- 
tions  and  penalties  diftreiGng  to  humanity,  and 
difgraceful  to  the  legiflators.  Thofe  afls  of 
feverity  were  howevef  in  fome  meafure  jufti- 
fied,  by  the  policy  of  the  time$,  and  the  nature 
of  the  government,  but  tjieir  total  abolition  is  a 
i:onfummation  devqutly  |o  be  ^ifli^d  for,  by 

every 
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evtry  liberal  mind,    and   real    wcU-wiihcr 
to  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  Ireland. 

In  the  fecond  year  of  C^een  /Vnne's  reign, 
the  intereft  of  moBey  was  reduced  from  \o,  to 
8  per  cent,  and  in  the  eighth  year  of  George 
I.  it  was  lowered  from  eight,  to  feven  per  cent. 
and  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  George  II. 
It  was  flill  farther  reduced,  to  fix  per  cent. 
per  annum. 

The  convocation  in  their  proceedings  be* 
cao^e  fo  troublefome  to  government,  that  kin^ 
George  I.  thought  proper  to  put  a  flop  to  their 
fitting,  by  a  prorogation  ;  and  fince  that  pe- 
riod, the  convocation,  were  not  permitted 
either  to  fit  or  to  tranfad  bufinefs.  But  by 
way  of  compenfation,  the  clergy  wer^  allowed 
to  vote  on  general  eleAions,  a  right  which 
they  did  not  before  enjoy.  For  the  fake  of 
many  of  our  readers,  we  beg  leave  to  inform 
them,  that  the  convocation  we  are  fpeaking 
of,  differed  confiderably  from  the  eccle- 
fiailical  fynods  of  other  chriftian  kingdom^  > 
tbofe  confifting  entirely  of  bifhops,  whereas 
with  us  the  coovocatiop  was  the  miniature 
of  a  parliament,    wherein    the  arch-bifhop 

prefided 
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prefided  with  regal  ftate  ;  the  upper  houfe 
of  couvocatioQ  reprefented  the  houfe  of 
lords  as  compofed  of  bifliops ;  and  the 
lower  houfe  compofed  of  reprefentauves  of 
the  feveral  diocefes  at  large,  and  of  each 
particular  chapter  therein,  refenibled  the 
houfe  of  commons,  with  its  knights  of  the 
ihire  and  burgefies. 

This  conftitution  is  afcribed  to  the  policy 
of  Edward  the  I.  of  England,  who  thereby 
2t  one  and  the  fame  time,  let  in  the  inferioi' 
clergy,  to  the  privilege  of  framing  ecclefi- 
afiical  canons,  (which  before  they  had 
not)  and  alfo,  introduced  a  method  of  tax- 
ing eccleiiaftical  benefices,  by  confent  of 
convocation.  It  would  be  a  tafk  wonhy  of  a 
man  of  abilities,  to  trace  the  fuccefiive  alte- 
RtioQs  that  took  place  in  our  fyftem  of  go- 
remment,  and  alfo  to  point  out  the  eftab- 
lifhed  praflice  of  the  age,  and  Uie  maxims 
<^  adminiftratioii,  which  at  each  particular 
period  were  prevalent  and  univerfally  aflent- 
cd  'to^  as  being  the  only  rule  of  govern- 
ment, which  is  intelligible,  or  carries  any 
4egree  of  authority  with  it. 

li  PROnWCTlOlf 
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A  PRODUCTION  of  this  nature  might  be 
particularly  ufeful  to  us,  who  have  happily 
eftabliihed  the  moil  perfedl  and  accurate  fyf- 
tern  of  liberty,  as  it  would  teach  us  to  cheriffi 
our  prefent  conftitution,  from  a  comparilbn, 
or  contraft,  with  the  condition  of  former 
ages.  It  would  be  curious,  by  exhibiting  to 
us  the  remote  and  commonly  feint  and  dif* 
figured  originals,  of  the  moftfinifiied  and 
moft  noble  inftitutions,  and  by  inftruding 
us  in  the  great  mixture  of  accident,  which 
commonly  concurs,  with  a  fmall  ingredient 
of  wifdom  and  forefight,  in  ereding  the  com- 
plicated fervice  of  the  moft  perfed  govern- 
ment. It  would  alfo,  render  us  cautious 
of  appealing  to  the  pra6lice  of  our  anceftors, 
or  regarding  the  maxims  of  rude  and  uneuU 
tivated  ages,  as  the  certayi  rules  for  our  pre- 
fent conduA. 


/"^ 
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ioti;  Jiaie  ef  our  Trade,  Manufadures  and 
Commerce,  ftroious  to  the  JcciffioH  of  hk 
prefent  Majefty—CaUfe  of  the  Difturbances 
in  the  North  and  South,  with  their  Effeffs-^ 
Impolicy  bf  the  Houfe  bf  Cbmmons,  with  re* 
JpeS  to  the  Refolutim  of  Jgiftment — the 
Diflrejfes  of  the  NatioH  aHJing  from  a 
cramped  Commerce,  and  the  State  of  the  Re- 
prefentative  Body — Th^  ^ill  for  limiting  the 
Duration  of  Parliaments  to  eight  Teati,  called 
the  OSennial  Bill^^An  Unconfiitutknal  Attempt . 
to  originate  a  Money  Bill,  in  the  Privy  Coun* 
cil-^Df/ptites  between  the  Houfe  9f  Qmtmons 
A  %  mnd 
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and  the  Lord  Lieutenant^  relative  to  this  Mo* 
ney  Bill — Infurgents  denominated  Hearts  of 
Steel — Their  SuppreJioHy  and  the  cMjes  ef 
the  InfurreSion — The  Dijlrejfesof  the  Country 
during  Lp^^d  Harcourfs  Adminijlration — The 
rupture  h^ween  Great  Britain  and  her  Coio- 
nieS'^Its  Effe&s  on  Ireland — Motions  made 
hi  the  BritiJH  Houfe  ^  Commons ^  in  favour 
of  the  Trade  of  Ireland^  they  mifcarry  thriwgh 
the  old  illiberal  policy  of  Great  Britain — Re- 
JleBions  on  that  Subjeff — JJfociations  entered 
into  againji  the  Importation  of  Britijb  Goods — 
Its  Salutary  Effe8s — Origin  of  the  Volunteers^ 
with  the  good  Gonfequences  refulting  from 
that  Injlitution. 

GEORGE  III.  our  prefent  gracious 
Sovereign,  afcended  the  throne  of 
his  grandfather,  George  11.  at  the  age  of 
twenty  two  years.  The  whole  tenor  of  his 
words  and  adlions  feemed  deiigned  to  acquire 
and  prefer ve  popularity;  and  if  we  are  to 
form  our  judgment  of  the  nation,  by  their 
addrefles  and  congratulations,  we  may  fafely 
pronounce,  that  no  prince  was  ever  more  blcft 
with  the  cordial  affe£lion  and  attachment  of 

hi^ 
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his  fubjcfls.  Every  thimg  was  expcfled  from 
their  beloved  Frederick,  late  Prince .  of 
Wales,  and  fuch  was  the  temper  of  the  nzr 
tion,  that  they  were  difpofed  to  make  the 
greateft  conceifions,  and  to  grant  whatever 
his  majefty  might  think  ejcpedient,  or  necef- 
fary,  for  the  fupport  and  maintenance  of 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  as 
well  as  what  the  escigence  of  the  fiate  might 
require, 

Thk  peace  concluded  at  Paris,  reftored  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe,  and  hiflory  cannot 
furnilh  an  inftance  of  fo  great  and  fo 
flouriftiing  an  empire,  as  that  of  George  IIL 
A  few  years  had  only  elapfed  from  the  coriclu- 
fion  of  the  peace  of  Paris  ;  when  an  empire 
which  before  was  the  wonder  and  admiration 
of  the  univerfe,  during  the  time  df  profound 
peace,  and  under  an  eftabliftied  form  of 
government,  began  rapidly  to  lofe  that  re- 
fpe£t,  and  eflimation,  in  which  it  had  been 
formerly  held.  Jnftability  and  weaknefs, 
marked  each  fucceffive  appointment  of  the 
ininiftry.  In  fome,  thefe  defe6\s  were  inhe^ 
j^t  in  the  men,  in  others,  they  arofe  front 

A3  ^  th« 


the  partial  fupport  they  derived  from  the 
fource  of  power :  whilft  among  the  people, 
clamours,  outfages  and  difcon tents  prevail* 
cd ;  fo  that  neither  the  refped  which  is  na- 
turally anneted  to  lawful  authority,  nor 
(even  the  interventiop  of  military  force,  could 
fuppreis  or  check  them. 

In  9  free  government,  eviery  man  is  indir 
vidually  concerned  ip  the  fate  of  the  whole^ 
and  in  feafons  of  public  dangei*,  19  aAually 
called  upon  to  e^cert  ^is  beft  endeavours  for 
the  general  good  of  that  fociety  of  which  he  is 
a  member.  It  is  the  peculiar  glory  pf  the 
Britifh  conftitution  wherefoever  planted,  that 
each  fubjeft  is  highly  interefted  in  fiipport 
of  thofe  laws  under  which  he  live^  happily^ 
and  by  which  his  life^  his  liberty,  and  his 
property  are  prote£^ed,  in  a  manner  altogether 
unknown  to  the  citizens  of  oth^r  nations. 
Thus»  engaging  a  large  portion  of  the  gene- 
ral bappinefs,  he  is  bound  to  give  hi&  perfo- 
ual  ainiiance  to  fccure  the  pernianency  of 
that  political  cpnfliiution,  by  which  that 
happincfs  has  been  promoted,  and  in  what* 
ever  ftation  be  is,  he  Ihould  exert  his  beft 
endeavours  for   that    purpofe.      A    fenfe   of 

thi« 
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this  duty  has  induced  us  to  attempt  to  give 
a  fketch  of  the  prefent  reign,  the  annals  of 
which  win  be  better  illuftrated  at  feme  future 
period*  ^ 

Many  years  preceding  the  acceflion  of  his 
prefent  majefty,  the  lofs  of  trade  and  the  decay 
of  manufaflures  was  univerfally  complained 
of,  in  almoft  every  part  of  Ireland  ;  and  the  po* 
verty  of  the  nation  was  evidently  confpicuous, 
as  well  from  the  fmalloefs  of  the  grants,  at 
the  negleded  and  depopulated  date  of  the 
country.  Every  branch  of  our  commerce 
was  reftri Aed  by  the  narrow  and  illiberal  po* 
licy  of  Great-Britain,  and  diftrefs  and  def- 
pondency  were  but  too  vifible  throughout  the 
the  kingdom.  The  baneful  influence  of  war, 
and  of  other  caufes  of  national  calamity  are 
tranfient,  but  the  evils  originating  from^  com- 
mercial reftri£iions  are  lading  and  permanent^* 
Tillage  and  manufaQures  were  obftruAed, 
confequently  the  decay  of  agriculture  eu* 
fued,  while  9,  gloomy  profpeA  cramped  the 
fincws  of  Induftry,  and  debilitated  the  powers 
of  the  mind. 

pit* 
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PisTURBANCEs  took  placc  io  the  South 
aod  in  the  North,  in  the  year  1762,  which 
coniinued  to  the  following  year ;  thofe 
difturbances  were  dire£led  merely  to  obtain  a 
correction  of  local  grievauices,  as  to  tithes  and 
commons  ;  but  as  mobs  feldom  arife  without 
fuflfering  fome  grievance,  and  never  fubfide  with^ 
out  committing  fome  injury  in  the  profecu- 
tion  of  the  intended  reformation,  many  robbe- 
ries and  murders  were  committed  ;  but  men  o£ 
property  fo6n  took  the  alarm ;  the  magiftrates 
united  themfelves  in  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
government  co-operated,  and  thus  peace  was 
foon  reftored  to  the  country. 

The  caufes  of  the  difturbances  in  Ulftcr, 
originated  in  the  old  road  aft  of  parliament, 
by  which  high-ways  and  roads  were  made  and 
repaired,  by  the  labour  of  the  houfeholders  ; 
they  at  length  refufed  to  make  more  of  what 
they  c^M^di  job-roads^  and  rofe  almoft  to  a  man, 
in  oppofition  to  a  ufagc  they  had  for  many  years 
acquiefced  in,  and  from  the  oaken-boughs, 
which  they  wore  in  their  hats  were  deno. 
minaied  Oak  Boys.  The  populace  being  thus 
roufed  did  not  know  where  to  flop,  but  began 
to  feek  a  general  redrcfs  of  grievances  whether 
rc^I  or  imaginary.    Their  firft  objeft  was  the 

*      *   overfecrs 
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pyerfeers  of  roads ;  the  fecond  the  clergy, 
whom  they  -rcfol-rcd  to  ftrip  of  their  perfonal 
and  mixed  tithe^  ;[the  third  was  the  landlords, 
the  price  of  wixofe  lands,  particularly  of  turf- 
bogs  they  began  to  regulate.  Thefc,  together 
with  f<everal  inferior  objcfts  only  ferved  to  de- 
monftrate  the  phren^y  of  the  infurre£tion. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  military  were  collec- 
ted from  the  other  provinces,  and  the  tumuU 
in  the  fpace  of  five  or  fix  weeks,  was  quelled 
with  the  lofs  of  only  two  or  three  lives.  In 
the  enfoing  feflion  of  parliament,  the  obnoxi- 
ous Road  A6t  was  repealed,  and  the  future 
repair  of  roads  was  provided  for,  by  levying 
an  equal  afleflTment  on  the  lands  of  both  rich 
and  poor.  The  caufe  of  difcoctent  being  thus 
removed,  peace  and  tranquillity  re-aflfumed 
their  former  channels.  Whereas  in  the  fouth, 
where  the  caufe  is  permanent,  the  effc6l  re- 
mained. The  poor,  there  were  unjuftly  de- 
prived of  their  right  of  commonage,  by  mer- 
cenary  landlords,  and  obliged  to  pay  exorbi- 
tant rents  for  their  little  holdings,  and  by  this 
means  they  have  become  conftant  enemies  to 
the  ftate.  It  is  generally  believed,  that 
the  landlords  in  the  South,  in  order  to  divert 
the  popular  fury  from  themfelves,  not  only. 

fomeut^c^ 
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fomented,  but  encouraged  the  deluded  xnulti- 
tudetorefiftthe  payment  of  tithes,  and  wreak 
iheir  vengeance  on  the  unoffending  and 
innocent  clergy,  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom. 

Thus  the  deluded  people,  fmarting  under 
the  galling  load  of  oppreflion,  impofed  on  them 
by  unfeeling  and  callous  hearted  landlords, 
icforted  every  where  for  relief,  but  where  they 
ought.  Therefore  the  caufes  muft  be  removed 
before  thcfe  difturbances  can  be  altoge- 
ther quelled.  The  clergy  and  the  poor  will 
|>c  equally  diftrefled,  while  the  fir  ft  landlords 
of  the  country  are  abfentees,  the  fecond  either 
foreftallers  or  graziers,  and  where  only  the 
filler  of  the  foil,  flands  fometimes  in  a  third 
and  fometimes  in  a  fourth  degree,  from  the 
priginal  proprietor.  To  remedy  this  evil,  fomc- 
tbing  ihould  be  thought  of,  and  fomcthing 
done.  This  in  fad  appears  together  wjth  the 
refolucion  of  agiftment,  the  primary  add  ra- 
dical caufe  of  the  prefent  difcontents  in  that 
quarter. 

We  are  all  happy  or  miferable  by  compari- 
fon.  Abftrail  reafoning  of  right  or  wrong,  of 
law  or  ancient  ufage,  will  never  convince  aa 
illiterate  cottager,  of  a  :^ich  grazing  countyi 

that 
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that  it  t9  the  real  condimtioa  of  the  realm  to 
lurve  the  clergy  fupported  out  of  the  produce 
of  tl^e  arable  lands  of  this  kiDgdom^  when 
he  loolfs  around  him,  and  beholds  that  the 
£ve  thoufand  beft  acres  intheparifh,  contri- 
]Hitc  nothing,  and  that  he  and  fqme  few  other 
wretches  muft,  out  of  the  remaining  three  or 
<<mjr  hundred  acres,  extraft,  by  the  power  of 
inceflant  labour,  fufficient  for  the  fupport  of 
their  own  families,  anc}  for  that  of  the 
eftabli(hed  church.  The  illiterate  peafant 
cannot  fuppofe,  that  fuch  grofs  partiality 
has  the  fapdion  of  the  law  ;  he  therefore 
concludes  that  the  whole  is  a  fraud,  that 
tithes  are  a  burden  not  impofed  by  law 
on  bim^  or  on  any  man  ;  that  his  neighbour 
the  rich  grazier^  who  covers  the  plains  all 
around  him,  with  innumerable  oxen,  never 
hears  the  demand  of  the  reflor,  uor  the  voice 
of  his  proflor. 

Thxss  are  the  natural  conclufions  of  this 
unfortunate  man,  who  has  not  knowledge 
enough  to  difcover,  that  one  branch  of  the 
legifiature  has,  in  efiea,  declared  one  law  for 
the  rich,  and  another  for  the  poor ;  and  that 
it  is  the  adopted  policy  of  Ireland  in  this  in- 
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ftance>  to  beftow  her  rewards  on  thpfe .  who 
moft  efle£lua!ly  retard  her  improvemcat,  and 
€ven  contribute  to  her  deftruAion.  The  pcafc- 
fant  therefore,  undefended  by  wealth,  or  by 
Lnov»  ledge,  has  recourfe  to  violence  and  out- 
rage to  proted  him  againft  the  fuppofed  frau- 
dulent and  illegal  claims  of  the  clergy,  and 
is  adually  led  into  treafon  and  rebellion  by 
not  properly  underftanding  the  myfterious 
wifdom  of  the  patriotic  houfe  of  commons,  ia 
the  feflion  of  1 735,  relative  to  the  tithe  of 
agiftment ;  a  refolution  them  pafled  that  houfe, 
which  ought  not  to  remain  uncancelled,  as  it 
unqueftionably  commits  private  injuftice,  aikL 
violates  the  rules  and  prafiices  of  every  cun 
lightened  nation  on  fimilar  occafioos.  This 
grofs  violation  of  equity  and  good  policy  by 
time  and  acquiefcence  has  in  a  manner  ufurp- 
cd  the  force  of  law,  and  eftablilhed  the  danger- 
ous precedent,  that  an  exprefled  wi(h  of  one 
houfe  of  parliament,  (hall  controul  the  rights  of 
the  fubje£l  andcheck  his  free  appeal  to  the  courts 
ofjuftice,  in  any  cafe  of  real  or  allcdgcd  pro- 
perty ;  a  refolution  which  took  advantage  of 
the  moderation  and  peaceable  difpofition  of  the 
cle^'gy*  turned  their  virtues  againft  their  in- 
^ereft,^and  converted  their  compliance  mta 
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ap.  abjuration  of  their  own  rights  and  princi- 
ples, and  a  di  red  ion  of  ihofe  of  theirfnc- 
cefibrs.  In  fhort  it  throws  a  ftain  on  the  mo- 
rals and  underftandings  of  our  forefathers, 
ia  the  fervile  ftate  of  this  kingdom  ;  a  ftain 
which  the  founder  equity  and  better  policy 
.  of  the  prcfent  reprefentatives  of  emancipa- 
ted Ireland^  can  alone  wafh  away. 

Thb  ill-judged  policy  of  the  lifter  country 
in  cramping  the  commerce  and  manufaflures 
of  Ireland,  is  a  meafure,  which  has  not  a  (ha- 
dow  of  a  public  and  national  caufe  to  defend 
it.  This  monopolizing  fpirit  of  Great  Britain, 
id  a  manner  facriliced  the  trade  and  commerce 
of  this  country,  for  a  feries  of  years,  whereby 
they  only  enriched  their  natural  enemies,  at 
the  expence  of  their  friends  and  fellow  fubjefts. 
The  wool  which  has  in  confiderable  quantities 
been  frequently  fmuggled  into  France,  and 
manufaflured  there,  and  often  fent  to  oppofc 
Britifti  fabrics  at  other  foreign  markets,  would, 
only  for  the  narrow  fpirit,  above  alluded 
to,  have  been  manufaftured  in  this  country; 
the  enemies  of  the  empire,  would  in  this  in- 
ftance  lofe  the  benefit  of  it ;  and  Ire'and  confe- 

quently 
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queotly  profit  by  it  while  the  wealth  of  the 
country  would  ultimately  find  its  way  into 
England.  The  trade  of  Ireland,  fufiers 
not  only  from  the  baneful  fpirit  of  Brr-^ 
lifh  monopoly,  but  alfo  from  the  nature  of 
our  taxes,  and  the  manner  of  colle£iing  them. 
The  duties  on  goods  imported,  caufe  thofe 
goods  to  come  much  higher  to  the  confu* 
mer,  than  they  would  do  if  the  confu* 
mer  himfelf,  was  to  pay  the  duty ;  and 
this  becomes  a  (Irong  temptation  to  fmug« 
gle.  The  taxes  on  the  neceflaries  of  life, 
are  in  fa£l  fo  many  impofts  on  trade  and 
induftry ;  and  fuch  mull  be  accounted  the 
duties  upon  foap,  coals,  candles,  fait,  and 
leather,  likewife,  the  duties  on  the  impor* 
tation  of  foreign  raw  materials,  to  be  u fed 
in  our  own  manufa6lure8,  operate  as  chains 
fetters  and  to  ihackle  the  progrefs  of  labour 
and  the  circulation  of  wealth. 

These  taxes  were  originally  impofed,  un- 
der an  idea  of  promoting  the  landed  inte* 
reft  ;  but  happy  had  it  been  for  this  country, 
if  the  gentlemen  of  landed  property,  bad 
underftood  their  intereft  before  they  put  in 
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prfkdice  an  ill- judged  zeal  in  promoting  it. 
Moreover  the  expenfive  manner .  of  colke- 
ting  all  our  cuftoms,  is  ftill  an  additional 
difadvantage  we  labour  under  ;  fuch  as  the 
multiplication  of  offices,  patent- places,  fees, 
finecures  and  penfions.  Thefe  things  create 
a  dependence  on  the  court,  and  are  faid  to 
{Irengthen  the  hands  of  government ;  but  if 
they  do  fo  i^  one  refpe£t,  they  weaken  it 
much  more  in  another. 

They  give  two  juft  caufes  for  complaint ; 
the  beft  friends  of  the  prefent  eftabliftimcnt, 
arc  grieved  to  behold  meafures  which  th^ 
cannot  vindicate.  Repeated  murmurs,  where 
there  is  a  real  foundation  for  them,  natu- 
rally tend  to  alienate  the  afie£lions  of  the  mafs 
of  the  people,  w^ich,  above  all  things,  ihould 
be  guarded  againft  ;  becaufe  in  feafons  of 
a£lual  danger,  it  is  the  people,  and  not  place- 
men and  penfioners,  who  can  fave  the  govern- 
ment, and  oppofe  themfelves  againft  the 
invafion  of  foreign,  or  the  infurreciion  of 
domeftic  enemies. — ^The  want  of  fubordina* 
lion  in  the  lower  clafs  of  people,  has  been 
as  injurious  to  commerce,  as  it  has  been  to 
morals.      Our   manufrfdluring  poor,  if  fub- 
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irnval,  he  was,  like  the  reft  of  his  predecef- 
forsy  complimented,  carefled,  and  flattered. 
His  Excellency's  vivacity  and  volatile  difpo- 
Titibn^  were  extremely  pleafing  to  many  of 
our  countrymen,  and  his  nodurnal  revels 
and  hn  mots,  furniflied  enteruinment  and 
converfation  to  the  metropolis.  Like  Cbarlei> 
>  IL  our  merry  Viceroy>  did  not  aflame  the 
airs  of  royalty  one  hour  in  a  month.  At 
tlie  commencement  of  his  firft  fdfion,  it  how- 
ever appeared  manifeft  that  he  would  not 
be  content  to  be  a,  nominal  Viceroy.  He  there* 
f^e  firipped  the  ariftocracy  of  the  power 
of  conferring  places  of  emolument  under 
the  crown  j  and  he  diredted  the  channel  of 
court  £ivour  into  a  multitude  of  little  fireans, 
^as  not  even  the  lowed  commiflion  in  the 
revenue,  could  be  difpofed  of,  without  his 
approbation. 

By  thefe  means  the  commons  looked  up 
to  him,  not  only  as  the  fource,  but  the  dif- 
penfer  of  every  gratification.  Although  be 
feemed  ftudioufly  to  defpife  popularity,  yet 
he  had  the  good  fortune  to  attach  the  common 
people  to  him. ,  The  familarity  of  his  deport- 
ment 
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•tilent  ind  flrodg  fyndpatb^ic  feeliiigi'  whicK 
bften  excited  him  to  occafioiial  a£ii  of  gene- 
Irofity,  alccompliihed  thi^  Wichbiit  ptetnediu- 
tion  or  defigii.  Whit  principally  diftirigiiilh- 
cd  Lord  Towhfend's  adminiftratiori,  was 
the  bill  fof  ihorteniiig  the  duration  of 
parliament.  The  people  were  impatient  for 
the  meafure,  in^  his  excellency  in  oirder  to 
kcquii^  popularity,  at  the  expellee  of  the 
ariftocracy^  countentoced  it,  and  the  riiore- 
fo,  as  he  trai  ftrongly  Imprelled  with  the  idea, 
that  the  bill  introduced  into  the  fcbnimons 
for  the  above  ptirpofe,  Would  iiever  be  carHed 
into  efied  ;  but,  contrary  to  bis  expirations, 
the  bill  pafled  both  houfcs,  by  which  the  du- 
tation  of  oiir  parliament  was  limited  to  fe- 
>cn  years.  When  the  bill  was  tranfmitted  to 
England,  it  i^as  there  altered  from  a  feptennial 
to  an  odlennial  bill ;  this  alteration  wa^  made 
td  damn  it,  as  it  was  conceived  that  the 
Iriili  Icgiflature  would  ndt  accede  to  the  altera- 
tion i  butj  notwithftaiiding,  fo  anxious  was  • 
the  nation  fot  adopting  the  mcafurc,that  our 
4>atliament  conceded  to  the  alteration,  and  the 
bill  pafled  into  a  law;  Tbi$  law  was  attend* 
ed  with  \hk  beft  consequences,  and  encreafed 
the  popularity  of  txiid  To,v!irnfcnd»  confide- 
B  %  tably. 
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rablf,  however  avcrfc  hi«  excellency's  vrifhes 
migbt  liave  been  from  a  meafure  of  fuch 
general  utiliiy. 

A  n  ..^o  Ih  pnirfuanceof  the  0£tenmal 
Bill,  the  parliament  was  au« 
(blved  and  a  new  one  ele£led,  which  met  in 
Augiift,  1769.  In  this  fe0ion»  an  attempt  was 
made  by  government  to  trench  upon  the  pri* 
vileges  of  the  commons.  A  money  bill  ori* 
ginating  in  the  privy  council  was  prefented 
to  the  commons.  The  bill  was  once  read  and 
then^  with  becoming,  fpirit  rejedied*  This 
taufed  much  beat  and  acrimony  between  the 
commons  and  the  lord  lieutenant,  and  to  ex- 
prefs  his  indignation  he  repeatedly  prorogued 
the  meetings  of  the  lower  honfc  until  the 
month  of  February,  of  the  year  1771- 
His  excellency  entered  his  proteft  upon  the 
journals  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  againft  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  the  commons,  for  rejeAing  the 
money  bill  originating  in  the  privy  council : 
for  the  legality  of  fuch  protefts  we  refer  our 
readers  to  the  proteft  of  the  lords  on  that  oc- 
cafion. 

Tux  parliament  conduded  themfelves  with 
remarkable  delicacy,  in  their  flruggles  with 

the 
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tbe  viceroy ;  they  gave  unqueftionable  proofs 
of  their  loyalty  and  liberality  to  their  fo<* 
vereign,  at  the  time  they  Ihewed  their 
fuperiority  over  the  meafures  of  the  chief 
go^rnor :  They  not  only  granted  his  niajefty 
the  ordinary  fupplies,  but  voted  alfo  an  enor- 
mous loan  ;  they  acceded  to  the  augmentation 
of  the  army,  and  enabled  the  king  to  alienate 
a  part  of  the  public  revenues,  which  he  had 
been  before  advifed  to  alienate  contrary  to  law* 
And  the  return  made  for  all  this  was,  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  an  adiive  and  uncorrupted  parlia* 
ment  for  four  years,  without  one  aA,  except 
a  fupply  bill,  to  the  intimidation  of  future 
virtue,  and  the  degradation  of  parliament.. 
The  confequences  were  ruinous  to  the  trade, 
credit  and  profperity  of  the  nation. 

A  n  nfi  ^^  infurreftion  took  place  in 
the  north  of  Ireland,  thisyear^ 
which,  although  it  was  not  fo  general  as  that 
which  happened  in  the  year  1763,  yet  was 
more  violent,  as  proceeding  from  a  more  pe* 
foliady  interefiing  caufe.  The  origin  of  it 
was  this :  an  abfcntee  nobleman  who  enjoyed 
a  very  large  eft  ate  in  XJlfter,  inftead  of  fetting 
)t  when  out  of  leafe  for  the  higheft  rent, 
B  3  whick 


wbich  id  the  ufual  mode  ia  this  kingdom, 
adopted  a  new  way  of  letting  his  lands  by  ta- 
king large  fines  and  fnjall  rents.  The  occu- 
piers of  the  land,  llowever  willing  to  give  the 
higheft  rents  were  not  able  to  pay  the  fines  ^ 
confeqiiently  they  were  difpoflefled  by  opulent 
undertakers,  who,  not  fatisfied  with  a  mode* 
rate  iniereft  for  their  money,  racked  the  renti 
to  a  pitch  above  the  reach  of  the  old  tenant. 
Thus  the  wrerched  occupier,  to  whom  long 
pofleflion  had  given  no  preference,  was  driven 
from  his  little  habitation,  unlefs  |ie  chofe  to 
outbid  every  other  propofer,  as  the  undertaker 
had  fet  up  his  farm  to  tlie  higheft  bidder.. 
Upon  this  the  people  rofe  againftthe  foreftall- 
ers,  deflroyed  their  houfes  and  maimed 
their  cattle. 

Thbsk  mifcrable  people,  under  the  deno- 
mination oi  Suel-boys^  committed  many  atro- 
cities, and  when  driven  to  afts  of  defperation 
knew  not  how  to  confine  therafelves  to  their 
original  objcfl,  but  like  the  Hearis  of  Oak, 
became,  general  reformers.  However  the  inter- 
ference of  the  military  foon  quelled  them,  and 
on  the  execuiioa  of  a  few  of  their  ring» 
leaders,  the  former  peace  of  the  country  was 
once  more  reftored.    But  the'caufe  of  the 

commotion 


&mcc  the  Revolution*  23 

commodon  proved  extremely  injurious  to  the 
intereft  of  the  country,  as  it  occafioned  many 
thoulands  of  our  ufefiil  and  induftriouB  na* 
tivcs,  to  emigrate  to  America. 

Th£  legiflature  palled   an  a6l  of  a  very 

odious  and  unconftitutional  nature^  relative 

to  the  infurgenta  denominated  Hearts  of  $fc€l. 

It  was  enaded,  that  all  perfons  indited  of  fiich 

offences  as  thofe  imputed  to  the  Hearts  of  Steiol 

ihould  be  tried  in  counties  different  from 

thofe  in  which  the  offences  were  committed. 

The  legiflature  no  doubt  dreaded  that  if  the 

trials  took  place  in  the  counties  where  the  tr 

normities  were  perpetrated,  that  the  delin<» 

quents  might  be  acquitted  through  fear  of  the 

refentmemt  of  the  populace,  or  a  partiality  in 

either  witnefles  or  jury.    In  purfuanceof  this 

ad,  many  of  the  Hearts  of  Steel  were  fent  to 

Dublin,  and  there  put  on  their  trial  for  of* 

fences  committed  in  the  county  of  Antrim,  but 

they  were  s^cquitted,  as  the  mode  of  trial  was 

confidered    «  diredl  violation  of   a   funda*' 

mental  law  pf  th.e  conHitution.    Upon  the  re« 

peal  'of  this  execipable  a£l,  feveral  of  the 

infurgents  were  tried  \n  their  refpefiive  coun* 

1^  and  executed. 

Thi 
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A  n  ^N.1..  The  commons  vnfely  in  the' feP 
lion  of  177 1,  turned  their  at- 
tention to  cecbnomy  and  every  poffibte 
retrencfiment  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money.  They,  refufed  to  make  pro- 
vifiton  for  certain  penlions  which  had 
been'  granted  to  individuals  in  violation 
of  the  royal  promife.  *  They  difcovered  grofs 
errors ;  in  the  public  accounts.  On  which  they 
artaighed  and  condemned  the  excife  board, 
and  fpiritedly  refojved  that  the  abilities  and 
eflcntial  interefts  of  the  nation  ifhould  be  the 
mcafuresofthe  fupply.  They  convinced  the 
viceroy,  that  the  voice  of  the  people  was  too 
powerful  for  him,  and  however  great  their 
rcvercjDicc  and  regard  for  the  fovereign  might 
be,  yet  when  ftrong  meafures  were  attempted, 
the  oppolition  triumphed  and  defeated  the 
views  of  the  viceroy.  .      " 

HowjtvER,  notwithftanding  thefe  virtuous 
efforts,  the  national  debt  was  encreafing,  and 
taxesaccumulaiingtoanenoriT^ous  extent;  the 
country  illiberally  reflriaed  in  every  branch 
of  its  commerce,  a  meafure  ruinous  to  Ireland 
and  really  ferviceable  to  the  rivals,  if  not  the 
enemies  of  Great  Britain.      Tn  a  (hort  time 

the 
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the  confcqiicnccs  were  but  too  evident.  In- 
dividuaU  became  bankiiipts,  and  public  cre- 
dit tottered  on  the  verge  of  ruin-  Penfions 
encreafed,  the  revenue  declined,  an  oppreflive 
peace  eftabilfliment  took  place,  while  an  enor- 
mous debt  contra^led  by  the  nation,  beyond  all 
proportion,  exceedingthat  of  any  former  peri- 
od, cramped  at  onc^  the  finews  of  induftry 
^nd  deprefled  the  native  energy  of  the  peo^ 
pie- 

«    T^  The  Harcourt  adminiilration  was 

"        altogether  callous  to  the  diT- 
trefied  ftate  of  the  country  and  carried  its  par- 
liamentary meafures  with  too  high  an  hand  ; 
and,  however  fenfible  the  commons  were  of 
\  the  unhappy  condition  of  the  kingdom  and 
felt  the  moft  lively  emotions  on  that  account, 
yet,  this'  was  not  the  period  of  redrcfs.    In  this 
feflion,  at  the  palling  of  the  money  bills,  the 
common;  clearly  pointed  out  the  impropriety 
and  injuftice  of  the  Britiih  parliament,   in  re- 
ilriAing  our  trade  and  Ihack  ling  our  com-* 
merce,  and  declared  that  they  expeded  a  ref- 
toration  of  their  rights,   and  an  exemption 
from  commercial  reftridiions,    as  the  only 
means  of  iktisfying  their  conflituents  for  the 

heavy 
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beavy  buxthcns  impofed  diurii^  thb  feffion  of 
patliament*  But  ftill  tbe  fame  difpofition  to- 
wards Ireland  was  contiaued  by  Great  Briuin^ 
potwithfiandiDg  the  iituation  of  the  country 
was  truly  deplorable ;  but  Ireland  was  not . 
the  only  complainant  on  this  occaiion ;  the 
fame  baneful  policy,  that  fo  materially  in- 
jured this  country,  extended  its  influence  to 
America. 

.  pv  ^ ,  The  difpute  that  took  place  be- 
tween  Great  Britain  apd  Ame- 
rica, which  Qrigioated  in  the  ftamp  a^t,  ten 
years  before^  now  dr^w  to  a  crifis.  The  Bri- 
tifh  cabinet  refolved  to  bind  America  in  all 
cafes  whatever,  and  nothing  lefs  than  uncon- 
ctitional  Tubmillion  to  this  tyrannic  me^fure, 
wa,s  required  on  the  part  of  Ameri<;^a,  and  tq 
eSe£i  this,  coercive  meafures  were  determini^ 
cd  on^  and  the  Britifh  premier  vainly  l>oaft- 
ed — "  That  he  would  lay  America  proftratc 
at  bis  feet."  Tbe  Americans,  with  fupplica- 
ling  hands  begge4  to  avert  thefe  evils,  and 
%o  be  reftoj^ed  to  the  enjoyment  of  equal  pri^ 
vi  leges  with  the  other  members  of  the  em* 
pire.  They  alledged,  tbattajcation^  without 
their    confent^    was    abfolute   tyranny;    as 

tazatioa 
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ttacation  and  reprefenution  ought  to  be  infe» 
perable.  Intbeyear  i774-a&d*75,  the  Ame-' 
ricana  prefeoted  mmly,  yet  decooit  and  re* 
fpe£lful  applicatiofis  to  the  king*  to  the  par- 
Hamcnt,  and  to  the  people  of  England  ;  bat 
the  manner  in  which  th^y  were  reje^led^  ex* 
bibitfi  a  ftroDg  pidure  bf  the  pride  and  infa- 
taation  ef  the  Britifli  iBinillry.  War  was  in 
tSc6k  levied  by  the  violence  of  the  Boilon 
port  bill,  the  vacation  of  their  charter,  the 
change  of  their  governm^it,  and  the  arrival 
of  fle^8  and  armies  to  exoeuie  thefe  cruel 
decrees.  Thus  American  fuppHcation  was  to 
be  anfwered  by  the  mouth  of  Britiih  cannon* 
and  thus  nnoff^ding  humility  was  tortured 
into  rage,  and  the  infancy  of  extflence  made 
to  weep« 

A  D  i*»7<  America  now,  on  her  part,  be- 
gan to  maVc  vigorous  prepara* 
rations  for  the  dernier  r^fort.  The  flame  of 
liberty  was  kindled  in  each  breaft,  and  the 
voice  of  patriotifm  was  echoed  from  pole  to 
pole.  In  1775,  ^^  tempcft,  that  for  a  time 
was  colieding  air  its  fury,  burft  at  Boilon, 
and  the  torch  of  war  blazed  throughout  the 
pontinent  of   America?     This   was   a  fatal 

moment 
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moment  for  the  honour  and  glory  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  empire ;  then  indeed,  to  ufe  the  emphatic 
words  of  the  late  Lord  Chatham,  "  The  fun 
of  England  fet,  to  rife  no  more  !  "    • 

'  America  and  England,  being  plunged  into 
all  the  horrors  of  civil  war,  added  ftill  more 
to  the  calamities  of  Ireland.  The  exportation 
c^f  Irifti  linen  for  America,  was  very  confide- 
rable ;  but  now  this  great  fource  of  national . 
wealth,  was  totally  (hut  up,  by  a  very  uncon* 
ftitvtional  ftretch  of  prerogative,  under  the 
pretext  of  preventing  the  Americans  from 
being  fupplted  with  provifions  from  this 
country.  An  embargo  was  laid  on  the  expor* 
t^tion  of  provifions  from  this  kingdom, 
and  it  was  continued,  in  reality  to  enable  a 
few  rapacious  Briiifh  contra6lors  to  make 
good  their  engagements^  This  embargo  comr 
bined  with  other  caufes,  which  were  invaria- 
ble and  permanent,  produced  the  moft  melan- 
choly effedls.  Wool  and  black  cattle  fell  con- 
ftderably  in  value,  fo  alfo,  did  lands  ^  and 
rents,  in  many  places,  could  fcarcely  be  col- 
leAed,  fo  much  was  public  credit  eOentially 
injured. 

NuMBsai 
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A.  D.  1776.  ^       , 

turers  were  redoced  to  extreme 

tndigence,*  and  would  have  abfolutely  pe- 
rilhed,  were  they  not  fapported  by  public 
charity.  Government  were  not  at  this  time 
abl«  to  make  grants,  either  to  promote  induf- 
iry>  or  to  relieve  the  national  calamities,  as 
the  treafury  was  nearly  exhanfied.  Every 
branch  of  the  revenue  failed,  and  fucb  was 
the  poverty  of  the  nation,  that  the  militia 
law  could  not  be  carried  into  efied.  Ire- 
land could  not  pay  her  forces  abroad,  and 
was  obUged  to  borroyr  money  from  England 
to  pay  tkofe  at  home.  Onr  parliament  was 
neceflitatcd  to  raife  money,  at  an  exorbitant 
intereft.  Such  of  the  Englifti  as  had  eflates 
in  this  kingdom,  becombg  partakers  of  the 
common  calamity,  together  with  others  who 
bad  no  perfonal  intereft  in  the  kingdom, 
turned  their  ferious  attention  to  the  deplora- 
ble fituation  of  our  affairs. 

A   t^     ^^Q     Accordingly  a  committee  was 
A.  D.  1770.  •      J    1       , 

appomted    by  the  commons  of 

Great  Britain,  to  confider  the  trade  of  Ire- 
land ;  it  was  obferved  that  the  condition  of 
Ireland  was  niiferable  in  the  extreme  ;  as  ap- 
peared 
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peared  evident  by  the  rdduced  priced  of  oui" 
Iaad8>  the  ruioous  ftate  of  our  manufadutes, 
atid  the  general  poverty  of  the  nation.  In 
confequence  of  this,  the  committee  of  the: 
whole  houfe  of  commons,  palTed  unanimouf- 
ly  the  following  motions — *•  That  the  Iriih 
^  might  be  permitted  to  export  dire£lly  to  thtf 
**  3fKiIh  plantations,  or  to  the  fmlements  on 
**  the  coaft  of  Africa,  all  goods  the  product 
*^  or  the  manufa£iure  of  the  kingdom^  wool 
"  or  woollen  manufa&ure  only  etoepted,  oi' 
*'  commodities  of  the  growth  or  manufadures 
'<  of  Great  Britain,  legally  imported  from 
'<  that  kingdom ;  as  alfo,  foreign  certificate 
**  goods^  under  the  fame  condition*  That 
*<  all  the  goods»  the  produce  of  any  of  the 
<'  Britifli  fectlements,  or  of  the  fettlemeuts  on 
'^  the  coafts  of  Africa,  tobacco  excepted  ;  be 
"  allowed  to  be  diredly  imported  into  Ire* 
'*  land.  That  glafs,  manufa&ured  in  Ireland^ 
«'  be  permitted  to  be  exported  from  it,  to  all 
•*  places^  Great  Britain  excepted*  That  cot- 
«*  ton  yarn,  the  manufaAure  of  Ireland,  be 
"  allowed  to  be  imported  into  Great  Brl* 
*'  tain,  and  that  Irifli  fail  cloth  and  cordage 
••  ihould  have  the  lame  privilege." 

Blls 
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A  rw  -^o  Bills  ii^crc  framed  on  the  abovc- 
mentioned  motions;  but  the 
trading  and  manufa^uring  towns  of  Great 
Britain  now  took  the  alarm  ;  they  confidered 
every  increafe  of  the  trade  of  Ireland,  not 
only  as  prejudicial  to  their  intereft,  but  an 
encroachment  on  their  rights.  It  was  their 
wiih  that  Iriflimen  fhould  neither  be  per- 
mitted to  export  their  own  commodities^ 
nor  to  import  thofe  of  other  countries.  Con- 
fequently  many  petitions  were  prefented  to 
the  Britifh  parliament  againft  the  intended  in- 
dulgence to  Ireland  ;  many  members  were 
InftruAed  to  the  fame  purpofe  ^  and  thus 
thefe  bills'  fell  to  the  ground. 

Sy  the  navigation  a£ls  pafled  in  the  reign 
of  Cbaxles  II.  Ireland  was  deprived  of  every 
incentive  to  induftry,  and  (hut  up  againft 
every  avenue  to  wealth,  notwithftanding  Ire- 
land had  employed  her  treafury,  and  defo- 
lated  her  land  to  prove  her  attachment  and 
loyalty  to  Great  Britain.  For  this,  re^ric- 
tion  and  commercial  bondage  had  been  her 
reward.  The  fmallncfs  of  the  Irifh  taxe^ 
had  4)een  often  pleaded  againft,  allowing  the 
benefits  propofed. — But  if  the  internal  opu- 
lence 
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lence  and  external  advaftitages  df  both  cdud' 
tries  were  compared,  it  would  be  found  that 
Ireland  paid  taxes  in  a  fourfold  proportion 
.more  than  Great  Britain. 

Ireland     was  taxed  beyond    her  ability, 
and  was  totally  deftitute  of  the  means  of  pay- 
ment.    Wherefore,  indc|>endent  of  all  regard 
to  juftice  and   liberality.   Great  Britain  was 
bound    from  necefiity   to   remove   our  com- 
plaints^    The  trade  with    America  was  loft^ 
therefore  it  became  indifpenfibly  necellary  to 
unite  in  one  point  of  intereft  and  affeiiioa 
the  remaining   parts  of  the  esnpire  for  their 
mutual    prefer vation  and    fupport.    Ireland 
had  hitherto    been    paffive,   but  there    was 
danger  if    refnfed  juilice,  that   flie    would 
recoil  on  her  opprefTors^  to  caft  off  the  yoke 
of  thofe  who  were  infenfible  to  liei^  calami* 
ties,  and  determined  to  drive  her  to  defpe-* 
ration. 

AD  8  '^  ^^^  feffion  of  1779,  various 
efforts  were  made  in  the  Britifh 
parliament  in  favour  of  the  commerce  of 
Ireland,  but  they  all  mifcarried,  through  the 
interference  of  the  minifte^,  who  had  hi- 
therto 
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tlierto*  takdn  no  fharc  in  the  bufinefs.  In 
the  interim,  matters  haftencd  to  a  crifis  in 
this  COunify ;  howevet  tbc  teelihg^  of  the  na-, 
tion  were  fiifpcnded  by  the  hope  of  relief 
fo  long  as  the  affairs  of  Iceland  were  be- 
fore the  Britifh  parliamferit  ;  but  when  it 
wa«  found,  that  the  '  Britifti  mlnider,  ii\ 
whom  they  had  confided,  had  defefted  their 
caufe,  and  that  their  hopes  were  delufive, 
the  difcontcnts  of  the  people,  exafperaied 
by  difappointment,  kindled  iato  a  dime. 

Two  laws  paffed  the  Briiiih  parliament 
in^  favour  of  Ireland,  ond  pd-mitting  the 
Irifti  td  plant  tobacco,  the  other  to  encou- 
rage the  ctihute  of  hiempi  But  thefe  were 
ireceivcd  with  contempt,  as  they  could  be 
con(iderc4  bnly  ds  ^  mere  mockery  on  the 
Irifh  nation.  But  a  fpirit  was  now  kindling - 
in  the  kingdoni,  which  iias  fhottly  to  re- 
trieve the  dignixy  df  ilie  country  and  do 
jiiftice  to  its  claims:  Aftbciations  wcte  en- 
tered  into  in  niany  pafts  iJf  the  kingdom; 
againft  the  importatiibii  OfBriiifli  commodi- 
ties, and  for  the  encouragement  oflrifti  manu- 
fadlures.   . 

Vor  It.  e  T* 


In  confcquencc  of  this  effort  of  patri- 
otifm,  Irifh  raaaufaftures  began  to  revive,  and 
the  demand  for  Briiilh  goods  in  a  ^reat  mca- 
fure  decreafed,  which  produced, a  difpofi- 
Hon  in  Great  Britain,  to  attend  to  the  com- 
plaints of  this  country,  different  indeed 
from  that  which  Ireland  had  hitherto  expe- 
rienced. But  there  was  a  voice  in  favour 
'  of  Ireland  more  diftindly  heard,  which  pro- 
claimed through  the  nation,  the  injuries  we 
fullainedy  and  louldy  demanded  redrefs.  In 
confequence  of  the  war  with  America,  the 
Iri(h  coails  had  been  infuked,  and  their  tra* 
ding  vedels  unprotected,  were  captured  by 
American  privateers.  Even  the  communica* 
tion  with  great  Britain  was  nearly  obftrufled. 

Francb  had  now  refolved  to  unite  her 
arms  to  thofe  of  America,  which  flill  ren- 
dered the  fituation  of  this  country  more  cri- 
tical and  precarious.  There  was  even  a  pro- 
bability that  Ireland  would  be  invaded, 
deftitutc  as  flie  was  of  the  means  of  de- 
fence, England  from  her  embarraffed  ftatc 
was  neither  able  nor  inclined  to  lend  us  any 
afliftancc :  in  this  alarming  fuuaiion  a  few  vo- 
lunteer companies    were  forined,   who  chofc 

.  their 
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tt^ir  own  oflRcers,  purchafed  their  owti 
uniform  and  arms,  and  with  the  afliftaucc 
6f  pcrfons  properly  (Qualified,  acquired  the 
knowledge  of  arms  and  of  the  military,  art. 
Such  was  the  origin  of  the  volunteers,  an 
Inftitution  which  will  be  long  revered  by 
every  patriotic  Irifhmani 

GovERMMSKT  made  forrie  efforts*  to  reii- 
Her  the  volunteers  fubfervient  to  the  views 
ttf  the  crdwri,  biit  they  proved  ineffe£lual ; 
fo  when  it  was  ioipdffible  to  prevail  oii  \bem 
to  aft  cdnfonant  to  the  wifti'cs  of  goVenl- 
ihent,  it  was  noiV  ttidughf  moft  pfudent  to 
lircat  therrt  with  cdnfideric^:  Whet^efore  go- 
vernment iflubd  orders  to  the  governors  ot 
the  refpeftive  cdiiiltiies  in  the  kingdom,  to 
aiftfibutc  dmbrig  thii  voluntcj^ts  tixteeh  thou- 
fand  ftand  df  fire  arms.  The  fpirit  of  tile 
people  was  at  length  rouzed„  they  felt  in- 
dignant  at  their  grievances,  arid  the  re- 
^refentative  body  now  feemed  difpofed  tb 
ift  in  tinlfon  i^ith  their'  wlfhe^: 

A   D    i'77o   '^"^    \n{)\   parliament    met  in 

"  OAober  of  this?  ydat,  and  in  their 

ilddrefs  to  his  iftajefty;   they  ufiaoinlouAy  de- 

e  2  tUtd'l 
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clared  that  it  w^s  JH)t  l^  ^mporary  eupci^- 
cnt3,  but  by  a  freae  trade  pjoly  that  the  w- 
iion  w^stob^  fjEty^d  fropi  iBipepdji^g  ruip. 
The  ftr^0/5.of  the  ipejrgf^plis  w?ic  lipc^  from 
the  parliarofut  houie  to  the  caftlc...  by  the 
Dublin  vol^i^tcers,  wlw^Q  the  fpcglpe?  c«* 
ried  up  this  addrefa  to  ti^e  lord  HfuLppM^r* 
On  this  occaiion  the  pulfe  of  the  nation  beat 
high  ;  yet  the  hope  of  redr^lji  was  acppm- 
panipd  with  doubts,  fufpiciQtiid  ^nd  fearf« 
left  the  f^n^e  difpofitjpn  in  Qf Q^  Britain 
which. h»d  hithejr^o  tyfappj^^ed  Qver  this  |^ii)g* 
dom  ftioiild  re^4cr  pyr  witties  i^pd  expedi- 
tions vain  a||^d  de^oiiv^ ;  and  by  many  it  was 
conceived  jh*t  noijiipg  but  cQmp)iHf)ry  meafu 
would  r?drefs  otjr  gri^y^ni;^ s  pr  procure  that 
jufticc  which  the  infiitufttfd  pftUpy  of  Great 
Bri»i»  h»d  fo  Ipsg  aijrii  (o  .flwnc.fujly  d?- 
aied. 

T?iE  nation  apprehended,  if  the  fupplies 
were  gr?^n)ted  for  two  yfajs,  »s  was  ufuaj, 
that  Great  Britai|i  wquld  ftill  copuai^e  her 
iifurpaiion,  and  by  a  prorogation  of  par- 
liament frnftrw^  all  their  widies.  Tbcfc 
fentinients  pervaded  the  kingdom,  but  in 
parliament  the  court  party  wew  averfc  from 

the 


the  mck^re.  Fjf^itif  rtfentm^m  ihe-jioiWfUce 
ofDdblitt  <c>«inTttea  feVWil  aCte  ofc  vid- 
\eiiw,  ajdkl  rMli%t^  thofc  Whcr  fltouW  opu 
])(|^e  h;  W^M  the  nimier  csme  to  be  dif- 
cu&df  a-  m*^9rkf  of  thi$  Icotamoci  fame  fcom 
prl^djrtefilict  ochcffs  froni  neceffit^  fopport^  ^ 
th«  fM^ftiire.  A  flv6rf  motfey  bill  therefbre 
paflfedv  aadf  wi#  traofrnmed-  t^  Gtei^  Bri- 
taitts  wb€Mb  bor^trtvdr  mbrt)  yi'tfgco  the  mlnifter, 
it  pi&A  kVo  i  ftidi  ir^8  the  fitilatk>n  of  the 
ku^ddn),  aftd  a  cr^ii'§l  Ot^*  it  ce^rtsdnly 
wsbr^  atetiM  Irlfh  i^ef&  silmoft  dtiten  to  de^ 
fpatif.  The  cit'etiitiftafifcteS  *f  Ireland  were 
trnly  ftngtilar ;  iht  hid  lox^g  maftdtained  a 
military  eftlblifhmetit  for  internal  defence, 
beydba  heif  aBilhy  j  of  ivhicti  coriirary  to  rby- 
al  iaith,  (he  had  been  Rripped  hi  of  der  to  eatry 
on  the  war  agahift  Aitrerifca.  hi  thk  ftxe  had 
no  concern,  nay  its  priTici}Tile  fhe  had  rea- 
fon  to  dread,  left  Hihonld  be  applied  to  the 
fubverfioii  of  her  own  conftitution.  In  this 
ftate  of  weaknefs,  the  enemies  of  the  ertipire 
menaced  her  with  invafion,  and  when  Ihe 
fought  prote£lion  from  Britain,  ftie ;  was 
anfwered,  you  mnft  proredl  yourfelves." 

C  3  Thus 


3*  4  Vim  of  Iri/h  Affairs^ 

Trius  expofed  aqd  d^fetted^  Ird^d  was 
faved  by  the  ipagQaflimity  of  h«r  volunteers 
who  ffo4ij  citery  daft  and  dcfcripfioa  of  meni 
voluntarily  armed  «Qd  Uoitc4  iv  d^fenci^ 
of  their  coumry.  • :  Iceland  now  confcious  of 
poflfeffing  a  force  ^nd  confequencc;  to  which 
(he  had  hiihetto  tj^e^  a  fli:anger,  applied  it 
uifely  for  the  att^anient  qf  national  advanta* 
ges>  1  he  goveronicnt  had  in  a  manner  been 
abdicated,  ^nd  the  nation  yefum^d  the  pow* 
ers,  which  the  principles  of  the  cQnfiitation, 
as  well  as  the  nece^ity  of  th$  times  not 
only  juftified,  biit  obliged  theoi  to.  Some 
iiine  before,  perhaps,  fmaUer  matters  would 
have  gratified  the  Irifli,  and  they  would  have 
received  them  with  than^,  but  this  was  not 
the  feafon  fox  either  gratiiiide  or  reconcili- 
ation, by  means  of  partia^  and  temporiiing 
nieafures.  Whatever  England  might  at  pre- 
feut  grant,  would  not  be  conlidered  as  a  fa 
vour  by  Ireland,  but  merely  as  a  matter  of 
jufliteand  right. 

By  this  lime  the  BritiQi  mipiftcr  finding 
hinfelf  not  a  little  hampered  by  the  ftiort  mo-» 
ney-bill,   and   alarmed   at    the    fpirited  pro- 

'      cccdings 
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cccdiDgs  of  Ireland,  brongbt  forward  at  length 
Jiis  propofaions  relative  to  this  country.  Their 
objed  was  to  repeal  the  laws  which  prohi- 
bited the  exportation  of  Iri(h  manufa^ures, 
made  of,  or  mixed  with  wool,  from,  Ireland 
10  any  part  of  Europe.    To  repeal  fo  mueh 
of  the  ad  of  the.  nineteenth  of  George  the 
II.    as   prohibited  the  importation  of    glafs^ 
into    Ireki^d,   except  of    Britifh    manufacr. 
ture,    or'  to  export    glafs  from   that    king* 
dom  J    and   alfo,  to  permit  Ireland  to  export 
aiiil'ttoport  commodities  to  and  from  the  Bri* 
tilK  colotiie^,  and  the  Weft  Indies,  and  her 
fdtlejtoefats  on  the  coafls  of  Africa ;  fubjeft  to 
fuch  regulations  and  reflriflions  as  fliould  be 
imppfed  by  the  Irifh  parliament.    Bills  ex* 
adty  conformable  to  thofe  propofitions.  wcr^ 
brought  into  the  Britifti  Parliament,  and  paf- 
fed  imp  laws;     '  •  '  ^ 

-^The  pleafure  andjoy,  which  the  Irilh  rns^- 
fxifeftied  on  this  occafion,  wereexpiefled  in  the 
m6ft^]ively  and  fenfible  manner.  But  when  the 
natdral  feeling^  '  on  fuch  eveiits'  fubfided, 
the  piiWie  mind  reisifonably  concluded  that 
fl  fipee  irade'  held  by  an  uncertain  tenure,  waa. 
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but  of  little  tifc,  aad t)iatto  re^ider  it  of  .r«l 
Wnefit  to  tlic  cation,  it  ougbtto,lxave  a  folid 
and  perman^it  hafi  s  to  reft ;  upoxv 

Great  Britain  repealed  the  Ijiws  that  re-^ 
flriftei  our^  com HMrrce  from  ccceflity  alon^,. 
and  her  patliaoieiit  might  perhaps  ietter  our 
c<Mnmerce  hy  new  and  mor^e    Qpjpr^ve  re* 
ftrifiions,     Wherefore  iu  order  to  fecure  tb<i. 
advantages   the  Itifh  now  obuined  with  r^C 
peft  to  trade  And  conynerce,  \x  became  ahn^ 
JTolutejy   ne,cQf]pa^y  to  maintain  the  frecdQpjp£. 
tbeconftitutionn  and  to  oblige  the  fifiiH^.na^^ 
lipn  to  abandon,  and  rcnoii^it;e  h^r  ^iiKH3K.4^ 
cli^iqUttalegjCate  foj  tbiscouny^jr,,         ^   !  , 

^ '  To'  effeAyate  t)ie|e\  mpafurres.,  .^9.  nayo^^. 
ii^tiir^l'ly   looiceci  'up  ta  tbf  fpkit  aad  J¥itrio- 
tiini  of  the  volunteers,   and  they  ^'^e  indc- v 
faiigable  in  their  exertiorfs  for  the  altajnment 
*  f  lb  g^orjou,s  an  obje<fl.  ^  jlbc  y^oluntcers.lyid 
by   iluV  lime,  become  cxircx^c^Ijr^rre^gV]^^ 
a^ud  their  rcj^uiatJQu.aud  coojuJtyj^  ay''fF5^/iA?^' 
a^  eiii^tkd  thcm^  ijffJtf  i^nuiiOH?. ijiaftl(.gi8ft 
both    houles'  of  jpArJJiatpAnt..  /^i&jji^fiilurj* 
wiili  tbcu  (icceiicyaud  .  neajncf^,^  cQnLrjbj^4 
i;6t  a  little  10  augment  their  numbers 

TrtF  ' 


lipd,  wa^  ^vMm€jy?«rjific^*.i^ivhout  «'fwgbo 
ally,  &f  Jw4i!^a ;i^9«t«pd  ,wUii  the  ifontj^'  .afj 
Ataericsw*  aad  the  it^ki^^.  btancJMs  ti'xhb 
hpuie  q£  9A>^rbq9tv/;l^ti9r|^r<Geduig  &iBinw;i 
tbe^c^M:^ :A(eio^df^,9ii«to^h«ntfm  thibfict^ 
tiib  Cb^nAclf :  Iv  '^^u^;  ^  ci:^u^l<d  Udl^niot : 
tlij^,|hoftO)y^qf.jf|ftj(jC.,^^  to    ^IJbrt: 

that  in  the  hour  of  her  ^^efikiH^s  alofitf,  Iifc-^r 
land  looked  up  with  confidence  towards 
emancipation.  Ihe  caufe  and  eficA  of  the 
American  war,  were  replete  with  inflni^ion. 
pppreflfed  Ireland  feized  the  opportunity,  and 
boldly  declared  that  fhe  was  an  independent 
kingdom,  entitled  by  reafon,  by  nature,  and 
by  compafl,  to  all  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  a  free  conAitution ;  and  that  no  pow- 
er on  earth  was  competent  to  make  laws  to 
bind  them,  fave  only  her  king,  lords  and 
commons  ;  and  that  in  fupport  of  thefe  rights, 
they  were  deief  mined  to  rifque  their  property 
and  their  lives. 

A  DisTiNGUisHiD  aud  patriotic  fenator 
in  the  feflion  of  1780,  moved  in  the  houfe 
of  commons,  **  That  no  power  on  earth  favc 

^    .ti:.^  the 
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king  4ords,  tuxd-  eovskvaotis  of  lirelahd,  ^ere 
competent  to  lnai:e'laW8.t6  bind  us;  al^' 
tbough  the  trutW^f  thiit  prdi^fitiM  was  not 
denied,  yet  iti^  c^ain;  that  liad  tbeqnef^ 
tionbeen  put  on  it^lt^  would  liave  been  ne- 
gatiiral;  for  at  tb4a  timei  %ckreiAy  govern- 
ment) but  the  majority  bfttie  reprefentative 
body,  oppof&d  the*  conlKtutional'  claims  Wd 
rights  ofthe  p^pld.' 
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c  H  A  P.    X.  ; 

The  Irifb  mutiny  BHl  made  perpetual  in  En^ 
gland-^Tke  rejtQion  of  a  modification  of  Poy- 
ftmg^sLau\  and  the  attempts  of  rendering  the 
Judges  independent-^The'  noble  Conduaofthe 
Vdunteers  in  Defence  of  the  Omntry  when  tne^ 
naced  with  an  Ihvdjidn — Their  wife  andfleady 
Rejbiutionsforenkincipaiingthe  Country — The 
Volunteer  meeting  at  Dungannon  on  the  I5/>1  of 
February,  1782— -rf  fetrofpeQ  to  the  jlffairs  of 
jmeticd.^fhe  change  of  the  Briti/b  Mini/lry-^ 
Its  effeSs  on  Irijh  Affairs — Several  ufeful 
Laws  enaSed  in  favour  of  Ireland-^The  re^ 
pedtofmany  obnoxious  Laws  affeBing  the  Ca- 
thoHcs-^Difolutiori  of  the  IriJh  Parliament 
bytheEatl  of  Narthington — Independence  of 
Amerioa  allowed  by  Great  Britain,  and  the 
blejjings  of^eace  reflored  to  Europe — The  re- 
jeSion  of  a  Farliamentary  Reform  and  prote3» 
ting  Duties — Mr.  Orders  Jubjlitute  for  protec. . 
ing  Duties  rejeaed—^The^  Police  AS^-Orde^s 
Education  -'Bill  fubmitted  to  Parliament — 
Death  of  the  DuU  of  Rutland^The  Folly  of 
confiding    too  haflily  in  new  Adminiflrations 

—The 
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— The  Rtgency  Bufinefs — Conttfls  in  Barli- 
anient  on  the  ^fibJe£l,,wkctkexJheir  Proceedings 
fhould  be  by  Bill  or  Addrefs—ReJUSions  on 

.  the  State  (^f  the  (jfivnfry^-^Departure  .of  tie; 
Lord  Lieutenant    (^d  the  Appoif^ment    ij/" 

.  Lords  Jujiices    . 

'  *  '    '  r 

A  D"  1*786  T^*^^  '"^  *^*^y  ^*^  hcifcto- 
X'fore  bec»  i^uUted  by  tn 
^  o£  the  3ri^i^  legiflature  ;  a  mutiny  bill 
was  DOW  iatroduced  imo  the  Irifii  houfe  of 
coiDiuons,  to  place  it  under  th^  dixeAibn 
of  our  owa  parliament.  The  bill  paflfed, 
but  was  made .  perpetual  in  ^gland.  The 
Itq&eudment  wa«  fubmitted  to  by  t\^e  p«rMa- 
ment  of  this  cauntry>  and  the  bill  pafled 
IntQi  a  law.  This  remedy  was  unqueftiona- 
Uy '.worfe  than  the  difeafe.  It  muft  bead- 
muted^  that  the  profeffioA  ^f  arnis  detadies 
men  from  their  .  country^  and  ^tiftches  them 
taoSl  firmly  to  the  intereft«  of  the  crown. 
Standing  armies  therefore,  canned  nainrally 
be  conildered  as  the  gurdtans  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  people,  they  iivere  ori- 
ginally kept. on  foot,  not  only  t<>  eiicreafe^ 
but  to  fecure  the  influence  of  the  crown. 

A  Stand- 


f  Sp^ce  tie  Ee^^>kHi6n^  4£ 

A  Standing  army  was  never  acknow- 
ledged by  the  com  men  law,  and  waa  at  all 
times  the  caufe  of  fnfpiiion  and  jealonfy  to 
the  EngKfli  parliament.  This  appears  deai*- 
ly  from  their  mutkr^  bill,  which  was.de- 
figned  and  framed  as  much  as  pofiible  to  re- 
duce the  army  under  their  own  controul ; 
but  in  Ireland,  to  fuffer  his  majefty  to  be 
furnifhed  with  perpetual  regulations  for  go* 
verning  the  army,  might  in  procefs  of  time, 
prove  extremely  inimical  to  the  liberties  of 
the  country,  and  the  happinefs  of  the  people^ 
particularly  as  the  crown  enjoys  fo  -eonfi* 
derable  an  hereditary  revenue  in  this  )l\u^^ 
dom. 

A   D   nSo    ^"^^^  ideas  on  the  fubjefl  of  the 
mutiny  bill,  caufed.fD^fh   dif- 
content  among  the  Irilh,  but  they  derived  no 
^frifell  hopes,  from  the  fpirited  con  dud  of  the 
'^^rliament,  on    the  commencement  of    the 
Carlifle  adminifl  ration  ;  however,  their  expec- 
tations proved  vain,    as  two  patriotic  meafurcs 
vere  unfuccefsful  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
the  one   for  obtaining  a  modification  of  Poy- 
ning's  law,  and   the  other  to  procuie  the  in- 
dependence 
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dependence  of  the  judges.  Such  was  the  ad- 
drefs  of  Lord  Carlisle,  that  he  almoft  car* 
ried  every  meafure  agreeable  to  his  own  wilh* 
esy  and  the  repeal  of  the  obnoztooB  part  of 
Poyning's  law,  together  with  all  other  ef- 
forts made  by  the  minority,  in  favour  of  the 
country,  proved  abortive. 

A  PARTIAL  compliance  at  this  time  with 
the  wilhes  of  the  peoplb,  would  in  all  proba- 
bility have  fatisfied  the  nation,  wherefore  as 
good  frequently  refults  from  evil,  fo  the 
condu6l  of  government  ai  this  time,  in  op* 
poling  the  wilhes  of  the  IriQu  produced  that 
exertion  which  gave  birth  to  the  freedom  of 
the  country* 

A   i\    •^o^    In  the  Autumn  of  this  year,   the 
j\*  u.  1701.  ,     /,  •       1       1 

enemy  s  fleet  was  m  the  chan* 

nel,  and  defigned  to  invade  Ireland.  (So- 
vernraent  communicated  thpir  apprehenfion^ 
on  the  occaiion  to  the  nation,  and  the  volun- 
teers immediately  afl^mbled  from  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom  ;  offering  their  affiftance  and 
fervices,  in  the  meanwhile  they  did  duty  in 
fome  of  the  garrifoned  towns,  inftead  of  the 
military,  wh  om  it  became  expedient   to  call 

off 


^ 


off  to  faoifi  diftant  fv»,oij\in  kingdott*  For 
thefe  gallant  fcifviccs,  Mrhich  undoubtedly 
laved  the  country  from  invafiouy  the  volua- 
teers.  a  fecond  time  received  the  thanks  of  both 
hpufes  of  parliament.  But  the  hour  of  Ire- 
land's emancipation  drewnighy  for:  the  info- 
}ence  with,  wbioh.popular  meafares-  were  treat* 
ed  by  the  government,  excited  at  length  the 
indignation  of  the  naticm,  and  Jdndled  a  pa- 
triotic glow  iathe  breaftsof  the  volunteers. 
The  bufinefe  commenced  with  the  Armagh 
volunteers,  commanded  by  ; that  revered 
chara€ler,  the  Earl  of  Charlemont,  In  the 
month  of  December  they  affembled,  and  en- 
tered into  fpirited  and  conftituional  refo- 
lutioiis,  and  appointed  a  meeting  on  the 
February 'following^  to  be  held  at  Dungan- 
non,  to  which  iheeiipg  delegates  from' every 
volunteer  afiCbciatioh  in  the  province  ofUl 
fter ,  were  earneftly  requefted  to  attend'.  Go- 
vernment in  the  imermedtate  time^  ii fed  its 
utrooft  influence  to  prevent  {he  intended 
meeting ;  but  to  ho  effe6l*  For  on  the  ap- 
pointed day,  delegates  from  one  hundred  and 
forty  three  corps  met  at  Dungannon,  and  en- 
tered ino  fcveral  trdly  patriotic  refblutions, 
'  ...  bur 
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.but  the  tl)e  chfeiT^nc  wm^  -  *  Tlidt^tkechtimrf 
uny  'bodyafnieHi    ofhr  than  thekmg^  hrdsy 
€ndc$mm07is,  of  If$knd^   to  nmke  iM^s  to  bind 
'  tkis  ktrngdam^  is  uncon/HttOionaiy  iMegui,   anit  a 
gri<vuf$C€i^^    They  alfa  agreed    to  a    manly 
and  fpirited  addrefs  td  tWiniponcy  ia  botk 
'hottfcaofparliaoient,  thanking  them  for  their 
:paft  [eztfiiofis  oo:  befaalfDf  their  cQuntry,   abd 
exhorttdg  aoid:  aniinatm^thdn  ti^f^erfi^emas 
the  voice  of  the  people  was  M^ith    themv  a 
voice  which  was  unanimous,  and    determin- 
ed to  be  frotf. 

A  D-   1*782   ^^^^''^^'^^'^^^^^^  ^^®     8^^*^ 
cottflitutiosial  quefitons  that  came 

to  be  difcufled.  in  paxliament  wiere  borne 
dowR^v  aa^gontcrninent  vras.ftill  too  power- 
ful j&i!  the.  frienda  of  the.  people  xihbivever  two 
things  occurred  in  the  hdnfe  of  conundns, 
which  made  a  deep  imprefiion  on  the  public 
mind,  and  oDOitributed  to  forwand  the  eman- 
cipatioaofthe  country.  Ina debat;e  cooccm* 
ing  the  exclufive  legiflative  rights  of  this 
kingdom,  the  only  apology  for  Britifh  ufurpa- 
tion  that  could  be  made  by  govemment  was 
the   tyrannic   one,  that  .**  Ptnt^er  conftitutei 

right.'^    A  motion  declaring  that  the  commons 

were 


wetcihe  r^prefeotativ^s  pf  ifce  people^  was  nc-. 
ipoivecl  at  the  fame  time,  \xf  conneiling  botli 
thefe  circumftances  together^  Iriihmen  natu- 
rally and  juiily  inferjted^  that  they  we^e  iiot 
only  flayes  to  Briti(h  defpotic  ptmciples,  biit 
that  Jheir  jreprefentaiives  in  parliament  had 
xenonnced .  all  connexion  with  tfafem,   as  not 
Gonlidering  themtelves  the  chofen  guardians 
oftheir  liberty  and  property.    By  thefe  means 
hovrever,  the  general  difcontent  and  difiairs- 
fadlion  of  the  natios  were  aggravated  and  en- 
crea&d ;  and  the  Dmigannon  refolutions  wer<? 
adopted  with  ail  ^nthufiaflic  zeal  by  the  vo- 
lunteers of  every  othet  province  in  the  king- 
dom, and   now  even  the  friends  of  adminif- 
tradoa   were  irreliftibly  borne  down  bythei 
torrent,  and  began  to  manifeft  themfelves  as 
the  zealous  efaam{»ons  of  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties inherent  in  the  conftitmion  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Lxt  us  for  a  momeht  tranipoit  ourfelves  to 
the  continent  of  America.  We  now  behold 
the  Britifh  tolonies  in  a  new  point  of  vie w- 
They  bald  formally  renounced  their  depen* 
dence  on  the  mothet  country,  and  plated  theii 
independence  on  the  fhouklers  of  France,  a' 
Vol.  11.  I>  gfeat 


r 


/ 


* 


50  *        A  View  0/  Irijb  Afcirs 

great  and  powerful  nation.  The  combined 
forces  of  France  and  America  were  in  a  man- 
ner every  where  triumphant,  and  the  capture 
of  Lord  Cornwallis  in  the  year  178 1,  fecurcd 
the  independence  of  America.  This  powerful 
fuccefs  on  the  contiaent  of  America,  leSeAed 
the  removal  of  the  Britifh  tniniftry,  who  firft 
kindled  the  flames  of  war,  and  by  their  ra(h 
and  imprudent  couufels,  brought  difgnce  on 
the  arms  of  Great  Britain,  deftroyed  her  peo- 
ple, difmembered  her  empire  and  added  to  her 
debt  the  addition  of  ioo>ooo,ooo  Sterling. 
How  fatal  are  the  efieds  of  pride,  ambitioD, 
vain  glory,  and  revenue !  and  ought  we  not  to 
blufti  for  the  depravity  and  corruption  of  hu- 
man nature  that  caufes  fo  much  blood  and  uea- 
fure  to  be  expended,  in  order  to  fecure  the 
fights  of  mankind,  and  lay  the  bafis  of  focial 
happineb !  Thefe  confiderations  Ihould  ope- 
rate-powerfully on  the  minds  of  potenutes 
and  minifters,  and  render  them  more  cau- 
tious how  they  invade,  or  infringe  oa  the 
rights  of  their  people. 

AD        22  '^^*  Y^\<^^  with  which  America 

purchafed  freedom  has  imprefs- 

ed   attentive  nations   with    furprife^  and  fct 

many 
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many  of  them  upon  cftimating  its  value. 
Their  fuccefs  animated  all  thofe  .who  Cghcd 
for  liberty,  and  in  confequcnce  of  the  revolu- 
tion in  America,  mitlions  of  flaves  in  Europe 
hoped  to  be  treated  with  more  lenity  and  mo- 
derktion,  little  did  lewU  think,  when  he  was 
.eftabliOiing  the  independence  of  America,  that 
he  was  preparing  the  axe  for  his  own  annihi- 
lation, and  the  fiibverfionof  the  government, 
laws,  religion,  and  hiofals  of  hir  country. 

The  change  of  the  Britifli  miniury  was  at 
tended  with  one  circumftancc  equally  advan- 
tageous both  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  as 
it  brought  men  into  powef,  who  were  diftin- 
guiflied  by  more  political  wifdom  and  aAuat* 
cd  by  more  liberal  principles.  In  April  of 
tbis  year,  the  buke  of  Portland  was  appointee^ 
lord  lieutenant  of  this  kingdom  and  Ihort- 
ly  after  his  arrival,  be  fent  a  meflage  to  parlia- 
ment, informing  them,  that  be  had  i(  in  com- 
mand from  his  m^jefty  to  acquaint  iliem,  that 
his  majefty  wa/ concerned  to  find  that  diicon- 
tents  and  jeiloufies  prevailed  ampng  his  loyal 
fiibjeds  of  Iceland,  upon  makers  of  great 
Weight  and  importance ;  Ke  therefore  recom- 
hrended  it  to  parliament  to  take  the  fame  into 
D  i  theii^' 
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their  ferious  confidcration,  in  order  to  come 
to  fuch  a  final  adjufiment,  as  would  afford 
mutual  fati  sfa£lion  to  his  kingdoms  of  Great 
Britiau  an  d  Ireland. 

Both  houfes  of  parliament,  unanimoufly 
reprefented  their  fcntiments  and  thofe  of  the 
nation,  concerning  the  grievances  of  the  king- 
dom,  to  his  majefty,  in  a  dutiful  and  loyal  ad- 
drefs.  And  after  enumerating  their  grie* 
vances,  they  conclude,  by  afliiring  his  majefty, 
that  they  were  the  more  confident  in  the  hope 
of  rcdrcfs,  as  they  were  ready  to  (hare  with 
Britain  her  freedom,  and  to  fliare  her  fate. 

Shortly  after,  the  lord  lieutenant, 
in  his  fpeech,  informed  both  houfes  of 
""parliament,  that  he  was  enabled  by  the 
magnanimity  of  the  king,  and  the  wifdom  oJF 
the  Britifh  parliament,  to  afliire  them,  that  im- 
mediate attention  had  been  paid  to  their  re- 
prefentations,  and  that  the  Briiifh  legiflatur# 
had  concurcd  in  a  refolution  to  remove  the 
caufes  of  their  difcontents,  and  united  in  a 
defire  to  gratify  every  wi(h  expreflEed  in  their 
late  addrefs  to  the  throne ;  and  that  in  the 
mean  time,  bis  majefty  was  graciouflydifpofed 

to 
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to  give  his  royal  aflent  to  a6ls  to  prevent  the 
fapprefiuxg  cf  bills  in  the  Iri(h  privy  council, 
and  to  limit  the  mutiny  bill  to  two  years. 

In  confequence  of  this  gracious  intimation^ 
the  commons  fent  a  moft  loyal  and  dutiful 
addrefs,  they  acquaint  his  majefty,  that  they 
conceive  an  unqualified  repeal  of  the  fixth  of 
George  I.  to  be  %  meafuie  of  confum* 
mate  wifdom  andjuftice  fuitable  to  the  dig- 
nity and  confequence  of  both  nations,  exalt- 
ing their  charader,  and  furniihing  a  perpe- 
tual pledge  of  their  mutual  amity.  They 
alfo  inform  his  majefty,  that  they  would  pre- 
pare bills  to  fatisfy  the  wifties  of  his  people, 
and  affure  him,  that  when  gratified  in  thefe 
particulars,  no  conflitutional  queftion  would 
any  loager  exift  to  itaterrupt  the  harmony  that 
ought  to  fubfift  between  the  two  nations,  and 
that  Great  Britain  having  approved  their  firm^ 
pefs,  might  alfo  rely  on  their  affe£lk>n. 

The  lord  lieutenant  received  the  thanks  oC 
both  houfes  of  parliament  for  his  ad^ivity  and 
zeal  in  this  momentous  bufinefs.  Thecom«» 
mans,  in  proofoftheir  loyalty  and  gr^titude^ 

P  3  voted 
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voted  loOyOOol.  to  his  majefly,  to  enable  him 
t^  raifc  zo.ooo  men  for  tlic  navy.  They 
like  wife  voted  5000  troops  from  our  cftablifti- 
mcnt,  to  be  fent  to  the  affiftmce  of  Great  Bri^ 

tain. 

TpRivious  to  the  clpfe  of  this  feffion  of  par- 
liament, the  following  bills  received  the  royal 
aflent.  A  bill  to  impower  tKp  lord  lieutenant, 
or  other  chief  governor  or  governors,  and 
council  of  this  kingdom  for  the  time  being, 
to  certify  all  fuck  bills,  and  none  other,  as 
both  houfes  of  parliament  (hould  deem  ex- 
pedient to  be  enabled  in  this  kingdom,  to  hii 
majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflfors,  under  the 
great  feal  of  Ireland,  without  addition,  di- 
minution or  alteration,  that  all  fuch  bills,  that 
tranfmitted  and  returned  under  the  great 
feal  of  Great  Britain,  and  none  other,  to  pafi 
an  the  parliament  of  Ireland.  No  bill  nc- 
tcflary  to  be  certified  into  Great  Britain  as  a 
caufe  or  confideration  for  holding  a  parlia- 
ment in  this-  kingdom.  A  bill  to  limit  the 
mutiny  aft  to  two  years,  and  to  repeal  the 
other  obnoxious  parts  of  the  late  aft.  A  bill 
cnafting,  that  from  henceforth  all  erroneous 
judgmeuts,  orders  and  decrees  Ihall  be  finally 
"  examined 
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examined  and  reformed  in  the  high  court  of 
parliament  in  this  kingdom-  only ;  and  that 
for  this  purpoft,  the  lord  lieutenant  or  other  . 
chief  governor  or  governors,  ihall  and  may 
grant  warrants  for  fealing  writs  of  error  re- 
turnable into  parliament.     Aa  habeas  carpus 
law,  and  one  for  rendering  the  judges  inde- 
pendent of  the    crown,  were    alfo  enafled. 
And,  as  many  held  their  efiates  in  this  king- 
dom by  virtue  of  Engli(b  laws,  in  order  to 
quiet  their  o^inds,    an  ad  palled  to  imprefs 
ihefe  Britifli  fiatutes    with  the   fanAion  of 
the  Iriih  parliament, 

Thb  following  laws  were  enafied  in  fa- 
vour of  the  catholics.  Jn  the  year  1778,  the 
catholics  were  impowered  to  take  leales  for 
any  term  of  years  not  exceeding  999  years, 
or  any  number  of  lives^  not  exceeding  five. 
They  were  now  enabled  to  purchafe  or  tak« 
by  grant,  limitation,  defcent,  or  devife,  any 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  in  this 
kingdom,  and  to  difpofe  of  them  by  will  or 
otherwife,  to  defcend  according  to  the  courfc 
of  common  law,  devifable  and  transferable  in 
like  manner  as  the  lands  of  proteflants.  By 
\\\e  fame  law,  certain  penal  a£ls  refpe£ling  the 

hearing 
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{tearing  ancji  (?clel?rating  of  maft,  foirbiddifty 
catholic^  to  k^\?p^n  hotfe  qf  above  thtf  «- 
Itie  of  5!-  cmpowcfing  granjjuipies  w  Ic^ 
from  theni  iq  their  refpefifive  djftrids,  mo- 
ney fo  the  amount  of  fuch  lofles  as  ircte  firf- 
taraed  by  the  depjredations  of  privateet9,  ari4 
requiring  to  provide  ppteft^ntt^watchnien  lA 
towns,  and  forbidding  them  to  inhstBit  tlie 
city  of  Limerick  or  fuljurbs,  were  all  rcpe^* 
ed.  So  miich  of  former  a6ls  ^s  forbade  th^m^ 
to  teach  fchool  publickly,  or  to  inftjruft  youth 
of  their  own  p^ofefTioa  in  private,  was  aKo 
repealed,  and  a  law  wa3  enabled  to  permit 
them  to  have  the  guardianlhip*  the  care  and 
tuition  of  their  own  children. 

TRie  teft  ad  jby  which  the  diflentiftg  priv 
teftants  were  unjuiily  excluded  from  offices  of 
truft  under  the  crown  was  repealed,  and  th^ 
arie  now  in  this  refpeft  feflored  to  the  privi- 
leges of  citizens. 

During  Lord  Templets  admiuiftration,  dif- 
contents  prevailed  in  oujr  parliament  refpcfc- 
ting  the  repeal  of  the  declaratory  a£l  of  the 
,6th  of  George  the  L  But  the  Briiifb  parii* 
?nient  in  order  to  rmcove  all  doubts  relative 

to 
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^  tkcxT  fagiflativo  and  judicial  privilegea^ 
pafled  a  bill  into  a  law;  coiXtaaning  a  full 
refiiittdatioa  or  tbepart  of  the  Briiiili  kgif* 
latmfe^  ot  all  daiinr  of  right  to  ioterfefe 
V9%xh  the  judgaieQC  of  our  eourtj^  or  to  maktf 
laws  to  bind  this  country  in  future.  Thus 
terminated  a  conteft  in  which  the  fpirit  of^ 
fedand,  feccmded  by  a  fonunate  train  of 
concurrring  circtrmftancci,  was  at  length 
crowned  whh  fuccefs. 

In  Jone^  xyt^,  the  Earl  of  Nortfaingttfxl 
diffi^lved  tbelriflt  parliamem  by  royal  pro- 
elamaridn^  and  fccmmoned  a  new  parHamei)t 
to  be  bolder  at  D^blini,  on  the  6th  of  Sep? 
tember  following.  Thi  chief  motive  which 
induced  government  to  diflblve  the  parlia- 
.raant  was,  to  prevent  the  fpirited  refolutions 
which  they  dreaded  would  take  place  at  the 
Autumn  affiles,  for  propofing  patriotic  tefts 
to  their  refpcflive   county  candidates. 

A.  D  inZs^  '^^^  fcffions  of  1779,  in  which 
the  dawn  of  Ireland's  emancipa« 
tion  appeared,  may  undoubtedly  be  confider- 
ed  as  a  great  and  memorable  period  of  time, 
powcver  it  was  eafy  to  forefee  from  the  ma- 
ny 
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oy  important  and  numerous  matters  that  ]%• 
mained  to  be  fettled,  particularly  in  point  of 
regulations  of  trade,  that  the  new  parliament 
of  1 78  J,  would  be  one  of  the  moft  critical  and 
interefling  that  ever  aflfembled  in  this  king- 
dom. 

Great  Britain,  after  ezhauftinghcr  blood 
and  treafure,  to  no  purpofe,  at  length  ac- 
knowledged the  independence  of  the  Ame- 
rican ilates,  and  a  general  peace  diffipated 
ihe  florms  of  war  over  the  old  and  hew 
.world.  This  important  revolution  will  con- 
vey inftru^iion  to  diftant  ages  and  diftant  na- 
tions, by  furnifhing  an  awful  admonition  to 
princess  not  to  violate  the  rights  of  their  fub- 
jects. 

The  Kortbington  adminiftration  oppofed 
both  a  reform  in  the  commons  houfe  of  par- 
liament, and  prote6ling  duties,  wherpforf 
every  effort  to  effefluatc  thefe  dedrable  pur- 
poTes  proved  at  the  time  ineffeflual.  The 
fencible  regiments  \yere  reduced  at  this  time, 
}s  they  had  become  fo  odious  to  the  nation,  it 
was  confidered  prudent  by  ^pvcrnmentto  dif- 

mi6 
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mifs  them.    Thejr  were  iuftituted  for  1  two* 
£p  Id  purpofe,  to  create  influence,  and  to  over* 
turn  the  fpirit  of  voluntieeriag. 

This  year  a  meeting  of  the  volunteer  de- 
legates of  Ulfter  took  place  at  Dungannon, 
where  a  fpecific  plan  of  aparliamenury  reform 
was  agreed  to,  and  a  convention  appointed 
to  meet  at  Dublin,  on  the  loth  of  November 
following,  which  was  to  confift  of  five  dele- 
gates from  every  county,  and  three  from  eve- 
ry city  in  the  kingdom.  At  the  appointed 
time,  this  national  aflembly  met  at  the  royal 
exchange,  Dublin,  and  ele£led  the  Earl  of 
Charlemont  their  chairman,  and  then  pro^ 
ceeded  to  the  Rotunda  as  the  place  beft  adapt- 
ed for  the  purpofe  of  the  meeting  ;  after  they 
fat  for  fome  days,  they  agreed  to  a  plan  of 
reform,  which  Mr.  Flood  introduced  imme- 
diately into  the  houfe  of  commons,  but  it 
wasrejeded  by  a  majority  of  eighty. 

GovKRNMSNT  was  at  firft  ferioufly  alarm- 
ed at  the  meeting  of  the  national  aflemfa4y, 
and  a  privy  council  was  funimoned  to  deter« 
mine  on  the  propriety  of  arrcfting  both  the 
chairman  and  fecreury  of  the  meeting,  but 

the 
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the  meafure  having  been  confidered  hazardous^ 
was  dropped,  and  another  expedient,  much 
more  efHcacious  was  adopted.  It  was,  at  firft  the 
avowed  objeft  of  the  national  aflfembly  ^  to 
comprehend  the  catholics  in  their  fchcme 
pf  reform,  but  government  by  the  artifice  and 
addrefs  of  fome  of  their  creatures  in  the  aA 
fembly,  had  the  catholics  excluded  in  their 
intended  plans  of  reform,  and  thus,  by  divi- 
ding  the  people  on  this  occafion,  govern- 
fnent  obtained  an  eafy  triumph,  which  a  ge- 
neral union  of  fentiment  among  thorn,  at  the 
time»  would  have  rendered  totally  impra£li<, 
ftable.  Thus  the  great  national  convention  ef- 
Teded  nothipg  by  the  narrow,  confined^  and 
illiberal  plan  they  had  formed. 

W|t   are  but   too  apt  to  be  over  fanguine 
in  our  expef^^tions,  upon  the  appointment  of 
every  new  lord  lieutenant,    this  happened  to 
be  the  cafe  at  this  time,  as  the  fame  politica)  fyf- 
tem  was  invariably  purfued  by  the  Rutland 
adminiftration  as  by  the  former.  And  soman 
WM  better  qualified  to  condufl  the  bufinefs 
of  government  than  the  lord  lieutenant's  fe- 
^retary,  Mr.  Orde,  a  man  well|accu(lomed  to 
^he  routine  of  bulinefs  through  the  ezjpierience. 

'  h<; 
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he  derived  from  long  profeffional- habiij*  A 
bill  was  brought  into  parliament  this  felBoa 
for  the  purpofc  of  a  reform  in  the  reprefenta- 
tion  ofthe  people  ii>  parliament,  but  the  quep 
t\pa  was  loft  by  a  majority  of  74  againft  the 
commiual  of  the  bill.  Mr,  Gardiner,  now 
Lord  Mountjoy)-  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
fefiion  moved  the  following  refolutions  in  the 
houfe  of  commons.  Firft,  that  many  of  the 
trading  people  of  this  kingdom  were  in  the 
greateft  calamity  and  diilrcfa.  Secondly,  that 
the  importation  of  foreign  articles  into  thi$ 
kingdom  had  confiderably  increafed  for  a  fe- 
ries  of  xears,  and  ft  ill  continued  to  do  fo« 
Thirdly,  that  it  was  neceffary  for  parliament 
to  interfere  and  alleviate  thje  prefent  didreOes 
of  the  people,  however,  the  meafare  was  de- 
feated. The  patriotic  and  fpirited  refolves  of 
the  ^uild  of  merchants,  relative  to  a  non-im- 
portation agreement,  until  protedling  dutie3 
were  obtained,  proved  extremely  ufeful  to  the 
ftarving  manufadurers  of  the  metropolis, 

J.      In  the  enfuing  feflion  of  parli^i- 
ment.  Secretary  Orde  introduce^ 
a  bill   for  a  final  commercial   adjuftment  be- 
tween Gi*eat   Britain  and  Ireland,  by  way  of 

fubftituie 


64  A  View  oflrijb  Affairs 

fubftitute  for  protcdling  duties.  At  length 
the  bill  paffed  the  houfe  on  the  izth  of 
Auguft  ^785.  But  when  it  came  before  the 
Britifli  parliament,  it  was  fo  changed  and 
modiHed,  and  in  fuch  ftate  tranfmitted  here, 
that  the  adoption  of  the  commercial  fyflcta 
would  unquellionably  have  overturned  the 
independence  of  the  con  ftitution  without  pro* 
nioting  out  commercial  intercft*  .  Where- 
fore HJit.  Orde  was  obliged  at  length  to  aban- 
don the  commercial  piropolitionSy  when  he 
found  the  majority  of  the  commons  had 
both  virtue  and  firnlnefs  to  oppofe  them.. 

The  next  of  Mt.  Otde^s  obnoiiou^  mtafurei 
was  the  police  fyftem.  Utider  pretext  of  ef- 
feeing  domeftic  peac^  and  proteAioli»  a  bill 
was  intrddtlced  for  the  improveitielit  c^  tfa^ 
police  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  but  its  cvidtnt 
obje£l  wis  to  create  patronage,  and  undue  in- 
fluence In  the  city ;  however,  notwith^ 
(landing  the  gfeat  and  powerful  oppofition  it 
met  with,  it  pafled  into  a  law  ;  which  was 
deemed  an  invafion  of  the  chartered  rights 
of  the  metropolis,  and  thtew  no  little  odium 
on  the  Rutland  adminiftratioil. 


Im 
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A  D  n8<   In  ^>^^"  ^^  K**°  P^P^^*"^»  ^^• 
Ordc  introduced  a  fyflcm  of  e.du* 

cation  into    parliament,  which  he  probably 
never  intended  to    carry    into   cffeft.    The 
plan  itfelf  was  partial  in  its  principles,  and  li- 
mited in  its  extent,  and  Mr.  Orde  having  ful> 
mitted  it  to  the  confidcration  of  the   houfe 
declared  that  nothing  final  would  be  done 
until  next  feflion  of  parliament.     So  the  na* 
tion  was  aaiufed  by  this  plaft  of  Mr.  Crde'a 
for  a  fliort  time^  but  the  bufmefs  was  never 
after   taken  up.     A  moment's  reflexion  will 
render  it  obvious,  that  if  the  mafs  of  the  peo^ 
pie  is  ignorant  and  illiterate,   among   fucb  a 
people,  civilization  will  make  but  a  flow  pro- 
grefs,  while  idlenefs,  riot,  tfnd  fadion  ;   muft 
be  the    inevitable  confequences.     Wherefore 
until  a  liberal  and  comprehenfive  fyfiem  of 
edacatiDn  is  adopted  in   this  kingdom,  it  can- 
not otherwife  be  expelled,  but  that  the  low- 
er orders  of  the  people    will  be  profligate, 
diforderly  and    licentious;    neither  can, our 
commerce  flourilh,  our  manu failures  thrive, 
our  agriculture  imprc\e  ;    while  a  want  of 
iuformation  pervades  the  Vody  of  the  people 
for  without  knowledge,   and    virtue,  no  na- 
tion   can  or   ever   will,  become  profperous 

happy 
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bappy  or  civilized.  Surely,  then,  the  atteniitln 
of  the  legillature  ought  to  be  turned  with  all 
poflible  expeiidoQ  to  this  great  objeft  of  nati« 
onal  refarm. 

A  D  ,«g«  A  MELANCHOLY  event  took  place 
at  this  period.  The  Duke  of 
Rutland,  on  his  return  to  Dublin  from  an 
excuriiou  to  the  South  of  Ireland,  was  at- 
tacked with  a  feverifli  complaint,  which 
on  the  24th  of  0£lober,  put  a  period  to  his 
natural  exiftence.  His  many  amiable  and 
focial  qualities  caufed  him  to  be  univerfally 
regretted,  and  his  death  was  fevefely  felt  by 
thofe,  who  partook  of  bis  gencrofity^  bountyi 
and  charity. 

The  various  encroachments  made  under 
his  adminiftration  upon  the  rights  andim^ 
munities  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Dub« 
tin,  alarmed  the  citizens  to  a  confiderable  de« 
gree.  As  the  encroachments  were  progreffive 
they  were  the  more  alarmed.  The  paving 
and  lighting  of  their  own  ftreets,  the  building 
of  a  wall  for  the  improvement  of  their  own 
harbo'jr,    the  police  bill  afforded  too  much 

jufl 
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juft  caufe  for  apprehenfion.  But  from  tbc 
infwersofthc  Duke  of  Rutland's  fucceflbr,  to 
public  addrefles,  if  from  fuch  language  aa 
opinion  cau  be  formed,  the  fulleft  affurances 
were  given  by  the  viceroy,  that  no  further 
encroachments  (hould  be  made  on  the  rights 
of  the  city.  But  the  credulity  of  Ireland  has 
been  too  long  the  caufe  of  her  dcpreffion  i 
every  new  adniiniftration  has  her  immediate 
confidence,  and  fhe  never  fufpe6\s  the  mif* 
chief,  until  (he  abfolutely  feels  the  evil. 

A  D  178^  Several  bills  both  (Economical 
and  conilitutional  were  introdu- 
ced into  parliament,  during  this  adminifira- 
lion,  and  rejefted  ;  although  public  oeconomy 
appeared  to  be  the  favourite  objcA  of  the  vice- 
roy.  The  police  a6l  v/as  continued,  unnecef- 
fary  places  created,  and  the  fcandalous  barter 
of  places  and  penfions  carried  to  an  enor- 
mous extent.  Thefe  vrere  the  virtuous  aflions 
of  a  viceroy  who  was  the  private  orator  of 
oeconomy,  although  the  avowed  acccffary 
of  public  profufion.  But  the  regency  bufi- 
ncfs  completely  overturned  theibrmer  po- 
pularity of  the  viceroy,  and  haflencd  hi?  de- 
parture from  the  kingdom. 
Vol.  U.  E 
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Om  the  fifth  of  February,  1789.  The  lord 
lieutenant  opened  the  feflion  of  parliament  bv 
communicating  the  painful  information,  that 
his  njajefly  had  been  for  fome  time  afflided 
with  a  fevere  malady,  which  rendered  him  in- 
competent to  difcharge  the  regal  funftions, 
aiid  he  concluded  his  fpeech  by  flailng,  that 
he  had  dire£led  fuch  documents  as  he  had 
received  rcfpefling  his  majefty's  health,  to 
be  laid  before  the  houfe,  in  order  to  affift 
their  delibeiations^  on   fo  melancholy  a  fub- 

A  n  i*/»o  ^^  ^^  addrels  of  parliament  to 
his  excellency,  they  exprdTed 
the  deepeft  concern  for  his  majelJy's  malady, 
and  manifefted  the  mod  cordial  loyalty  and 
attachment  to  their  fbvereign,  and  the  moft 
zealous  regard  for  the  united  and  commoo 
interells  of  both  kingdoms^ 

It  was  the^  avowed  intentiott  ofgovern- 
mcBt  to  pifocraftinate  the  difcuilion  of  this  me- 
lancholy and  novel  cafe,  \n  order  to  make  the 
meafure-  of  the  Britifh  parliament  a  rule  for 
the  condufl  of  the  Irifh  fenate.  But  as  the  ex- 
ecutive power  wasf  by  the  vifitation  of  heaven 
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tbuliy  fufpend^d,  the  Irilh  parliament,  pro« 
Cecded  immediately  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  by 
appointing  the  Ptiilce  6f  Wales  regent  dti- 
Hng  his  royal  father's  incapacity,  with  full 
and  unlimited  powers.  This  nroceeding  was' 
to  much  difliked  by  the  viceroy,  that  adif- 
iclution  of  parliament  was  detetmined  cti, 
t>m  a  fpirited  determination  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  to  pafi  a  fliort  money  bill,  com- 
pletely prevented  it. 

LoNO  and  warm  debates  took  place  in  par* 
i  lament  with  refped  to  the  mode  of  proceed- 
ing  on  this  occafion,  whether  by  bill  or  ad- 
drefs*  The. advocates  for  proceeding  by  bill, 
ftated  it  to  be  the  mcrft  decorous  and  confti- 
tntional  mode,  and  fuch  as  had^been  adopt* 
ed  by  Great  Biitain.  That  we  could  not  ap- 
point a  regent  for  this  kingdom  until  Englahc^ 
had  firft  appointed  one,  as  the  regent  of 
Great  Briuin  would  be  ipfo' faifo  regent  of 
Ireland,  and  that  by  proceeding  otherwife, 
the  connexion  between  the  lifter  kingdoms 
might  be  endangered,  and  a  feparatiou  enfue, 
or  an^  union  be  acceded  to  Thofe  who  fup- 
ported  the  proceeding  by  addrefs, .  urged, 
E  2  \hPx 
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that  the  mode  was  (andioned  by  the  greaec 
and  refpe&able  precedent  of  the  revolution. 
That  the  doftrines  of  the  legent  of  Great  Bri-^ 
tain  being  ipjo  foQo  regent  of  Ireland,  waa 
fubverfivc  of  the  free  agenc;  of  the  Irifh  par- 
Hament,  a  libel  on  the  independence  of  Ire- 
land, and  an  outrage  on  the  people*  To 
fay,  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  noc 
the  king  of  Ireland  was  the  fovereiga  c^  this 
country,  was  only  to  make  the  name  of  the 
BritiQi  king  a  fubjeft  of  fophiftry,  and  an 
xnilrunftm  of  humiliaiion  to  Irelamd's  impert- 
al  crown.  That  to  proceed  by  bill  was  un- 
confihutionaT,  bscaufe.  the  two  horufes  of  par^ 
liament  could  not  make  a  law.  That  in  fucb 
melancholy  cafes  as.  the  prefent,  the  two 
hott£b3  fpeak  ^y  by  addrels. 

At  length  the  mode  by  additfs  was  carried 
in  both  houfes  of  parliament*  But  the  lord 
lieutenant  having  been  uankd  upon,  declined 
to  tranfmk  the  addrels  of  both  h6u(e5  of  par^ 
liament  to  his  royal  highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  declined  taking  charge  of  the  fame 
in  a  written  anfwer,  which  is  as  follows. 
*«  Tliat  under  the  impreffions  whicb  I  feel  of 

"my 
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^  my  official  duty,  and  of  the  oath  I  have  tak* 
^*  eu  as  chief  governor  of  Ireland,  I  am  oblig- 
^  ed  to  decline  tranfinittifig  this  addrefs  to 
*  Great  Britain  ;  for  J  cannot  confider  myfelf 
^  warranted  to  lay  before  the  Prince  of  Walejp 
^  an  addrefs,  parporiing  to  inveft  his  royiA 
"  highnefs  with  powers  to  take  upon  him  the 
"  government  of  this  realm  before  he  IhalJ 
**  be  enabled  by  law  fo  to  do." 

'On  the  Viceroy's  refufal  to  tranfmit  the 
addrefs,  both  houfes  of  parliament  deputed 
fix  members,  two  from  the  lords  and  four 
from  the  commons,  to  prefent  the  addrefs 
af  both  houfes  to  his  royal  highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales*  And  on  the  motion  of 
Mr-  Grattan,  the  following  vptp  was  carried 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  ;  ^*  That  his  exr 
"  cellency  the  lord  lieutenant's  anfwer  to 
*'  the  meflage  of  both  houfes  of  parliament, 
**  requeuing  him  to  tranfmit  into  England 
**  their  addrefs  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  coil-. 
**  tains  an  unwarrantable  and  unconftitutional 
•*  cenfure  on  both  houfes  ;  and  attempts  to 
**  queflion  the  undoubted  privileges,  of  the 
"  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  of  the 
"  coromqns  of  Ireland." 

^  3  1^^% 
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Thus  the  proceedings  were  legalized,  to^ 
the  conftitutioDftl  iDdependence  of  the  nation 
maintained  and  fupported.  The  confcquent 
convalescence  of  the  fovereign  ftioi;ily  enfued, 
and  rendereci  his  I'oyal  hjghnefs^s  acceptance 
of  the  regency  of  Ireland  pnneceflaiy.  His 
anfwer  to  the  Irifti  deputies  who  waited  on 
hini  wit]i  the  addrefs,  will  remain  on  the 
journals  of  parliament  as  a  recor4  honour* 
,  able  to.  the  prince,  and  flattering  to  the  par- 
Uament,  and  will  never  perifti  but  with  the 
annals  of  our  country. 

If.  we  paufe  fo^  a  moment  to  look  back  for 
a  few  years  on  the  encreaiing  enormous  ez« 
pence  of  the  nation,  the  reirolpeft  may  be  at- 
tended with  ufefu|  information.  With  a  view 
to  the  adjuftment  of  the  commercial  arrange- 
ments  with  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  1785, 
new  duties  to  a  conHderable  amount  were  im- 
pofed,  for  the  purpofe  of  equalizing  the  reve- 
nue with  the  expences  of  the  natiop,  yet  there 
appears  by  the  report  of  the  con^mittee  of  ac- 
counts in  each  fubfequept  year,  a  deficiency 
of  revenue,   amounting  at  Lady  Day,    1789, 
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^^  4J3>4H^*  which  makes  an  average  deficen- 
cy  in  each  year  of  1(^3,353!.  without  inclu- 
ding fra£lional  partf^. 

Now  when  the  current  expencee  of  the  na* 
lion  exceed  its  revenue  by  at  leaft  ioo,oooh 
ayear,  the  progrefs  of  the  evil  ought  to  be 
checked  as  foon  as  poiUble,  and  a  real  and 
permanent  equalization  becomes  e{Ientially 
fieceflary.  If  we  were  to  contraft  the  price  of 
collefling  the  revenues  of  Irdand  with  that 
of  Great  Britain^  we  would  find  that  a  con- 
fiderable  redu^ion  ought  to  take  place,  as  th^ 
abufe  jin  that  dep^tmept  is  truly  fhaihelul. 
The  grofs  revenue  of  Ireland  ftands  the  na- 
tion for  coUefiing,  nearly  17  and  a  half  per 
cent.  That  of  Great  Britain  comes  to  about  7 
and  an  half  per  Cent :  The  difparity  is  fo 
conlidcrable  as-  unqueftionably  demands  the 
feriQus  iriveftjgation  of  parliament, 

Indesp   the  attention  of  one  of  our  diftin- 
g\3i(hed  fenators,  was  for  a  confidcrabU  time  \ 
diredled  to  this  objedl  without  being  able  to 
effeft  anything  of   moment;     although   thf 
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furcft  refourccs  in  this  country,  are  a  fimpUfi- 
cation  of  taxes,  and  a  reformation  in  the  col* 
ledion  of  them. 

Wherefore,  it  is  high  time  to  devife  a  plap 
to  flop  the  furthej  accumulation  of  debt,  othet- 
wife  a  general  bankruptcy  or  intolerable  op- 
preffion  will  be  the  inevitable  confequcnccs. 
Previous  to  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham's  de* 
|[iartore,  the  total  charge  and  debt  of  the  na* 
tion  amoiiui^d  103,582,7871  58.  pd.  Total 
credit,  1,127,032!.  ^  is*  confequemly  tbe  debt 
of  the  nadon  amounted  to  2,240,204!.  14s. 
and  this  debt  will  be  perpetually  encreaf- 
ing,  and  our  burthens  and  taxes  alfo,  unlefs 
a  permanent  finking  fund  is  immediately 
founded  for  the  redemption  ^f  public  delxs. 
Additional  taxes  will  raife  the  neceflaries  of 
life,  and  check  our  manufactures,  and  be 
produfiive  of  idlenefs  and  immorality  amoDg 
the  people,  as  government  mull  encourage  or 
at  lead  connive  at  exceflive  expencc  among 
the  people,  which  evidently  tends  to  corrupt 
their  manners,  and  diminifh  their  numbers. 
"Wherefore  10  prevent  tiiofc  evils,  the  national 

debt 
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debt  oaght  to  be  dimiainied  by  tbe  applica^ 
tion  of  an  annual  fpeciHc  fum,  invariably 
applied  to  the  fedu&ioQ  tbtlreof, 

TsE  Mar<}ui§  of  Buckinghfrn  becapie  To 
dif^greeable  to  the  nation,  tbat  he  thought  it 
prudent  to  ^retire  from  th«  adminiftratioQ  of 
the  kingdom,  having  previoufly  appointed 
lords  juftices  in  hi*  room,  until  the  arrival  of 
a  new  lord  lieutenant ;  an  event  which  did 
not  take  place  until  the  fifth  of  January  in  thcj 
following  yean 
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Opening  the  Parliament  on  the  2  iR,  of  January, 
1790- — A  candid  Satemgnt  of  the  Situation 

'  uftAe    Kingdom  for  fv^  Tei^rs  back. — Mr. 
Forbes* s  Motion  of  aconomy  rejeSed — A  Alotion 
with   refpeS    to    the  Influence  •  of  the  Crown 
Jop — A  Motion  of  Mr.  Grattan^Sy  relative  to 
the    Sale      of    the   Peerage   defeated    hy    a 
Majority^  in    Parliament — The  bill    againfi 
thi     Police    Jnjlitution    and    the    Place    Bill 
fejeSed — //  motion  againfi  Fiats  attended  with 
goodtffeSj    altho  not  carried-^ A  Re^nfibi^ 
By  Bin  andPenfion  Bilf  defeated— .The  Par- 
^ment     diffoived    hy  Royal    Proclamation — 
A  «^w  oTie  fummoned  to  meet  at  Dublin — A 
wonderful   Revolution  effeSed  in  the  French 
Monarchy^^On  Friday y  the  liofjuly^  1790 — 
the  new  Parliament  meet^^EleQ  Mr.  Fofierfir 
their     Speaker — A  Vote  of    Credit  for     the 
fum  of  zoo joooh  granted  by   Parliament  on 
account   of  the    apprehenfton    of  a    Spanijb 
War — Obfervaiions    on    the    esgcefftve    Ufe 
of  Spirituous   Liquors-^How    to    reflrain  ify 
and  the  Refolutions^  of  the  Commons  on   that 
SubjeS^-^Mr.  Grattan  endeavours  to  open  our 

Trade 


Since  the  Revolution,  ^5 

^tdo^  to  the  Countries  beyond  the  Cap^ 
€f  Good  Hope^  hut  the  Meafure  i^facrifced 
io  the  Monolopy  of  the  JEqjl  India  Company — 
IneffeQual  tfforts  to  aholifh  the  Police  Syf^ 
fem^-^  Mr*  George  fonfonhy  moved  that  a 
Committee  Jhould  be  appointed  to  take  into 
Confderation  a  Motion  relative  to  the  Impor^^ 
tation  of  Tea  into  Ireland,  in  order  to  the 
Enjoyment  ffa  Trade  to  th  Eafl  Indies--^ 
His  Motion  was  not  carried^— The  Place  Bill, 
introduced  the  third  Time  by  Mr.  Fojler,  rejeR^ 
ed — The  Bill  for  difqu^alifying  Ji^enue  Of, 
fcers  from  voting  at  EleSions  introduced 
by  Mr.  Gr^ttan,  '%eje£lec{—4  Billpaffed  in^ 
fq  a  Law  to  regulate  the  ijfuing  of  Licences 
felling  Spirituous  Liquors  and  rejlrain^ 
ing  the  excefftve  Ufe  thereof. 

A  D.  1700.  n[^  ^  ^  ^^^^  ^^  Wcftniorcland 
JL  fucceeded  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingbam,  in  the  adminiftration  of  this 
country,  at  a  period  truly  critical.  The  general 
abhorrence  of  the  late  government  held  put 
aninftruflive  leflbn  to  the  new,  how  to  avoid 
iimilar  execration.  Dyring  the  five  laft  years 
an  cncreafe  of  200,000!.   a  year,  was  added 

to 


to  the   national    cxpence.     However  pan  of 
this  enqrej^fe  can  be  juftified,      A  great  part  of 
fhe  army  of  this    couuiry    which   in     1784 
"ferved  the  Empire  abroad,   j^nd  weye   paid  by 
^prcat  Britain,   but  fince  that  period  having  re- 
turned to  Ireland,  they  wcf  e  p^id  by  us,    this 
augmented  the  expence  of  the  nation  in  a  fum 
of  66,oool.  a  year.     A  large  fum  was  paid  by 
way  of  cornpea&iioa   to  the   officers  of  the 
Cavalry  who   were  in  1789  reduced   to  dra- 
goon guards.      Public  buildings  added   much 
to  the  national  expence.    The  transfer  of  moi 
ney  to  the  bank,  as  compenfation,  was  made  to 
thofe  who  fuffered  by  that  transfer,  like  wife 
fwelled  the  public  accounts  j  the  eftabliftiment 
pf  an  Irifli    poll-office  a  circumftance  both 
of     honour    and  eoiolument     to  the  conn: 
try,  had   alfq  caufed  an   expence  of  the  an- 
nual  feffions  was    alfo  to    be   included,   to- 
gether with  the  bqunties  paid  by  government 
for    the  encouragement    of  trade,  tillage  ma- 
^)ufa£lures  and  fiQieries  of  the  kingdom. 

But  after  every  fair  dedijAion  and  can- 
did  allowance  are  made,  ftill  the  encrcafe  \\ 
enormous  in  fo  ftiort  a  period.  Part  of  this 
enc^eafe  is  to  be  afcribed  to  the  civ^  lift,  an4 

the 
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the  mod  exceptionable  pftrt  of  ihe  civil  lift^ 
the  penfiou  lift.      A  new  penfion  lift  was  the 
return    made  for   the    new    taxes    granted 
du  an  engagemeut   to  equalize^     Thefe  penfi- 
fiODS  the  nation  was  not  able  to  pay, -nor  the 
ininifter  to  juftify*     The  commons   propof- 
ecl   to   firike  off  the  obnoxious  penfions,  but 
were  refifled  by  government^  a  limitation  of 
the  penfion  lift  was  oppofed,  and  the  fecreta'* 
ry,    who   had.   contributed   to  its    encrcafe^ 
became  the  objeA  of  its    reward.     A    lord 
lieutenant^s   fecretary   h^s  no  official  preten- 
fion   u>  an   Tii(h  provifion.    In  Great  Britain 
tliey  do  not  nfually  penfion  their  fecretaries  ;- 
the  late    lord  Chatham  was    penfioned  for 
conquering    France,    and    if  Ireland     were 
the    natural  foe  of  Great  Britain  fome  of  her 
fecreuuries  would    have  fimilar   pretenfions* 

In  1 7^3,  thefalary  of  both  viceroy  and  fe- 
cfetary  were  raifed,  wherefore  the  penfion  al- 
luded to  was  the  more  improper.  This  evil  was 
aggravated  by  the  grant  of  the  beft  reverGon  in 
the  country  to  another  abfentee  fecretary,  the 
brother  of  the  late  viceroy.  This  meafure  was 
highly  improper,  becaufe  the  nation  had  paid 
immoderate   compenfation  to  buy  and  bring 

home 
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home  abfeatee  employments.  The  civil  lift 
had  encreafed,  during  the  five  years  we  al- 
lude tQ,  upwards  of  30,000!.  The  miliiaiy  lift 
had  encreafed  ido,oool.  a  year.  A  part  of  this 
charge  is  transfer,  but  a  great  pirt  is  noti  The 
ftatement  fubmitted  10  parliameut  by  the  latd 
viceroy  wa^  erroneous,  it  fet  up  a  temporary 
teduced  expence  againfi  a  perpetual  expence 
incurred  ;  neither  the  erpencc  nor  objeft  were 
avowed ;  and  the  effed  has  been,  more  troops 
for  the  plantations.  So  great  an  addition 
during  the  time  of  peace  to  the . military  ex-^ 
pence  of  the  nation,  made  every  unneceflary 
addition  to  her  civil  expences  doubly  criminals 

The  colleftidn  of  the  reveniie  encreafed,  in- 
cluding the  poft  office,  above  ioo,oool.  in  the 
courfe  of  five  years.  In  dating  the  cxpence 
of  government,  we  muft  not  omit  the  police, 
and  charge  it  to  the  account  of  the  late  viceroy 
as  well  as  to  the  adminiftration  who  devifed 
it,  for  he  continued  it.  Government  rejeded 
a  refolution  declaratory  of  the  extravagance 
of  the  police,  and  rejeiled  the  report  of  the 
police  CO  11  nitice,  under  a  full  conviiSiion  of 
its  veracity ;  the  report  fubllantiatted  the 
fcheme  of  prodigality,  and  the  rejedion  of 

that 
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that  report  proved  the  govern  ment  an  accom- 
plice. The  fubfequent  redudiions  that  took 
place  in  the  police,  in  confequenceof  the  re- 
port, were  only  a  peace  offering  to  reconcile 
the  public  to  the  minifter's  objeft  in  the  police, 
an  unconilituiional  influence  in  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  metropolis,  acd  a  place  army  to 
encourage  bis  partizans. 

The  oflicc  of  fecond  iounfel  to  the  com- 
millibners  was  revived,  and  two  new  commit 
fioners  of  the  revenue  appointed.  The  En« 
glifti  laws  exclude  the  commiffioners  from 
fitting  in  parliament.  But  the  government  of 
Ireland  makes  mencommiffioners  becaufe  thej 
have  feats  in  parliament. 

The  next  meafure  of  influence  and  expencc 
was  the  appointment  of  two  commifiioners  of 
the  rolls  on  the  fame  principle  of  encreafing 
the  influence  of  the  crviwn.  The  late  lord 
lieutenant  divided  the  boards  offlamps  and  ac- 
counts ;  after  entreafing  the  charges  of  the  ef- 
tablifliment ;  he  appropriated'  a  board  for  the 
purpofe  of  fuperintending  the  public  ex- 
pence,    and  made  that   appointment  a  vio- . 

lation 
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lation   of  its  own   priociple,  and  one  of  the 
great  jobs  of  hid  government. 

Thk  boalrd  of  accoXints,  whfen  fiirft  efiabliOi- 
ed,  was  by  many  thought  tlfclefs,  but  to 
give  it  the  colour  of  utility,  the  aiinifter  de- 
clared in  parliam^t  that  he  would  annex  the 
toliedion  of  the  flamps  to  the  board  of  ac- 
counts, and  his  declaration  M^as  foUow^ed  by 
the  tax,  and  thlsn  carried  into  execution;  Af- 
terwalrds  it  Was  thought  proper  to  advance 
the  falai^  of  the  commiflioners  of  accounts 
for  the  joint  atkl  additional  labours.  Thefe 
boards  afe  now  divided^  five  oflBcers  of  ftamps, 
and  five  coramiffioners  of  accounts.  The 
commiffion^rs,  however  difpofed  to  oeconomy, 
had  it  not  in  theii*  power  to  be  of  any  great 
advantage  ;  they  might  examine  vouchers,  and 
controul  tradefmen's  bills,  but  the  minifter, 
the  gteat  political  jobber,  him  they  could  not 
touch;  they  could  not  check. 

A  PENSION  bill  and  place  bill  were  rejeft- 
ed  ;  thefe  meafurcs  were  refilled,  when  go- 
vernment were  dividing  boards,  fpUtting 
finecures  and  multiplying  offices;  and  at  one 
and  the  fame  time  refifting  the  bills  by  their 

influencc> 
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influeD^e,  and  makiog  them  neceflary  by  their 
traofgreflidns.  Perhaps  the  condiift  of  the 
late  viceroy  wjte  a  crifis  in  the  public  difor- 
der  to  matttre  th«  public  femcdy ;  as  the  fpe- 
cific  owes  its  difcovery  toth^  difeafe  ;  and  fom'e 
patriot  governmelnt,  on  thef  ruins  of  his  reguU- 
tions  in  the  re^afcending  fcale  of  liberty  mafy 
aflent  to  fucb  conftitutionsti  mtafures;  ^s 
may  give  relief  to  our  injured  comtnufiity.  ' 

The  late  viceroy  fupprefled  the  office  of 
one  of  the  vice  treafurcrs,  Which  ccrcatnfy 
was  a  faving.  to  the  country*  But  in  making 
this  redo^on,  the  viceroy  faftened  an  the  Earl 
of  Shannoa,  t^e  only  IriQiman  that  was .  to  be 
found  in  the  lift  of  vice  treafurcrs^  and  Icav- 
.ing  ingliflilneo  in.  peaceable  p9flielCon,  depri- 
ved a'  uobleman  of  bis  office,  who,  in  addition 
to  t\xt  eafioluments  of  that  office,  conftantly 
fpent  in^  Ireland  an  ample  fortune,  iu  a  n>aij- 
net  honou«iblc  tohioifelf  and  ufcful  to  hjs 
country^ 

iKRtAifD  wa$  at  this  time  placed  in  a  fort 
of  interval  between  the  expiration  of  a  fyftem 
ofoppreffion,  and  the  formation  of  a  fvftem  pf 
corruption.  To  prevent  the  growth  of  the  latter,' 
.Mr..  Forbes  early  in  , the  feiTionof  this  year 

Vot.  IL  tF  move 
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'*  fity  of  refortiri^  to  new  loans,  and  of  iia- 
•'  pofing  new  taxes."  This  motion  on  a  di- 
•vifion  of  the  houfe  Was  loft  by  a  majority  of 
44.  A  motion  relative  to  the  influence  of 
,  the  crown  was  alfo  loft  by  a  confidcrablc 
majority. 

Jt  is  painful  to  take '  a  view  of ^tbe  fate 
of  Ireland  from  the  firft  of  its  hiftory^tbc 
prefent  day.  Antecedent  to  the  reign  of  Hen- 
ry IL  barbarifm  pervaded  the  land,  except 
what  weak  illuminations  were  caft  lipon  it 
for  a^time  by  monkifh  learning.  From  thence 
to  the  American  war,  ignominious  obfcuri- 
ty  was  its  fatCi  and  the  name  of  Ireland  was 
not  to  be  found  in  the  hiftoric  page,  except 
where  fome  rebellion  or  mafTacre  had  brought 
^it  into  notice. 

*  Wi  are  now,  it  is  true,  an  ind^ndent  king- 
dom. We  have  an  imperial  crown,  diftinA 
j  from  Great  Britain.  But  it  is  a  mere  meta- 
phyiGcal  diftinflion,  for  we  are  governed  by 
Engliib  minifters  or  their  agents  who  never 
dare  afpire  to  the  dignity  of  any  great  fenti- 
ment  of  their  own,     Ireland  may  pride  her- 
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fclf  ou  being  a  great  kingdom,  but  tbe  faft  is 
Ihe  is  fcarcely  known  beyond  the  boundaries 
of  her  own  Ihores.  What  name  have  we 
among  the  nadons  of  Europe  ?  What  notice 
have  foreign  ftates  of  us  ?  Where  are  our  nc. 
gociators  or  our  ambafTadors  ?  We  facrifice 
every  thing  to  our  connexion  with  Great  Britain 
that  can  tend  to  our  confequence,  our  fame, 
and  our  glory.  We  forego  every  thing  that  is 
great  and  afpiring,  and  reft  fatisfied  with  our 
humble  and  obfcure  fituaiion.  And  what 
compenfation  do  we  require  ?  A  virtuous 
and  frugal  government.  We  are  freed,  no  doubt* 
from  the  expences  of  fleeis,  of  foreign  mi- 
nifters,  and  all  the  fpendid  appendages  gf 
empire,  while  we  are  exhaufted  by  jobbing 
prodigality  and  rapine. 

Therk  exifts,  an  arrogance  which  treats 
the  people  of  this  kingdom,  likeafo.rt  of  in- 
ferior being t,  and  perhaps  too  many  of  our 
cringing  countrymen  may  have  contributed 
ID  promote  the  idea,  but  this  is  by  no  means> 
the  national  charaderifticj,  as  Ireland  cop. 
tains  I9en  of  as  high  minds,  as  liny  nation 
it^jts  vicinity  can  bo^ft  of^ 
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Undue  influence  may  bear  miuifters  through 
in  ordinary  timesj  but  when  the  day  of  dif- 
ficulty or  danger  ju*rives,  the  eflefls  of  this 
dcbaCng  fyftem  will  be  felt.  What  a  figure 
did  the  government  of  this  country  often 
make  during  tte  American  war?  What  a 
figure  did  the  government  recently  niakp  on 
the  regency  bufmefs  ? 

We  are  now  an  independent  kingdom  ;  the 
laws  of  England  cap  no  longer  reftrain  us,  but 
the  Englilh  minifter,  by  an  cucreafe  of  inflti-? 
ence,  is  endeavquring  to  effablifh  a  tontroul 
over  this  nation,  as  great  as  that  which  ^v^as 
lately  relinquiihed  by  Great  Britain.  Bat 
fucb  depraved  policy  will  not  be  tolerated  by 
Ireland,  ihe  is  entitled  to  it,  and  muil  bai^e 
an  honeft  and  frugal  adminifiration,  a  mea- 
fure  that  will  prove  the  profperity  of  Ireland, 
'and  the   falvkti6n  of  Greit  Britain. 

Mr.  Grat^an  move4  on  the  2oth  of  Fe- 
bruary, "  that  a  feleft  committee  be  appointed 
to  enquire  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  whe- 
ther the  late  or  pFefent  adminillration  had  en- 
tered  intfi  any  Corrupt  agreement  with  afiy 
perfon  or  perfons  to  Yecdrmttiepd  fi^cb'  petfon 
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or  perfons  to  his  majefly,  as  fit  and  proper  per- 
ions  to  be  by  him  made  peers  of  this  realo]« 
jb  copfideration  of  fuch  peilbii  or  perfons. giv« 
ing  certain  fuius  of  money  to  be  laid  put-  in 
procuring  the  return  of  members  tp  ferve  in 
IMurliament^  contrary  to  the  rights  of  t^e  peQr 
plcy  iaconfiftent  with  the  independence  of 
parUamenti  and  in  violation  of  the  fundam^O^ 
tal  laws  of  the  land/' 

Mil.  Grattam  pledged  himfelf  to  conviflgo- 
irernment  of  the  meafure,  and  dared  them  to 
the  enquiry  in  a  flile  of  the  moil  mortifying 
and  humiliating  defiance.  Government,  con- 
fcious  of  the  iraquiiy  of  the  meafure,  avoid- 
ed entering  into  the  enquiry  on  the  ground* 
that  common  fame  ought  not  to  become  the 
fubjeA  of  enquiry,  aud  tb-at  the  queftion  re* 
iated  to  the  exercife  of  his  majefty's  preroga- 
tive ;  and  cm  the  queftion  being  put  on  -Mr. 
Grattan's  motion,  it  was  loft  by  a  majority  of 
56  in  favour  of  government. 

Mr.  Hartley,  on  the  J4th  of  February  mov- 
ed the  houfe  of  commons  to  come  10  the  fol- 
lowing refolution,  "That  the  eftabliihraentof 

the 
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^*  the  police  had  been  expenfive,  aud  not  ade- 
'•  quate  to  the  protcaion  o^tbe  fubjeft  ;  and 
«*that  owing  to  the  operation  of  tie  police  bill, 
^*  and  the-  number  of  aldermen  of  the  city  of 
*•  Dublin  having  been  eleilSted  commiffionerj 
*'  of,  and  divifional  juftices  in  thi$  eflablilh- 
•*  ment,  the  magiftracy  and -corporation  of  thf 
«  city,  have  been  lefs  refpeftable  in  the  eyes 
"  of  the  citizens.  * 

This  refolution  was  made  by  a  member 
who  had  long  reprefented  the  city  with  ho- 
iiour,  and  now  retiring  from  the  rcprefenta- 
tion  of  it,  made  this  laft  motion,  in  which  he 

*  pfotefted  againft  the   police  on  the  part   of 

*  iiis  conftituents  andhimfelf;  but  his  motion 
■  proved  iinfuccefsful,  as  government  determin- 
ed to  fupport  xMt  inflitution  in  dire£l  oppo- 
fition  to  the  wifties  of  the  citizens. 

A  PLACE  bill  t^ as  introduced  into  parlia- 
ment to  guard  againft  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  but  it  was  borne  down  by  the  weight 
of  numbers  only.  Great*  Britain  had  expe- 
rienced thefaltitary  effeAs  of  a  place  bill,  for 
upwards  of  eighty  jears  ;  it  was  a  principle 
interwoven  with  the  revolution,  apd  conlider- 
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ironfiiiered  ps  cflemial  vo  ihe  prcfervadon  ol 
the  liberties  of  th«  people,  .  But  ibe  nccefliiy 
ibr.adcpiing^  the  meafure  10  this  kingdom  be* 
came  of  late  yeara  iodi^pcnfibly  neceflary^ 
particularly  (ince  the  lafl  fi^fiion  of  the  Irifii 
parliaments  net  lefa  tbao  iouneen  new  placet 
had  been  creatjed)  aud  beftowed  apon  mem>- 
bers  of  the  boufe  of  commooB. . 

Government  feemed  determioed  to  carry 
every  meafure  by  the  ftronghand  of  power  and 
undue  influence.  It  wa3  obfervcd  onthefide 
of  adrntntdratiop;  .that  a  "Rrpng  government 
Vifiks  neceflary  fojr  Ireland.  Miniflers  repre* 
fented  the  people  as  iurbulet>t  and  difafifefledt 
and  therefore  ^ifhedfor  a  flrong  government 
inftead  of  a.  good  one.  But  what  in  the  bif« 
tory  of  this  country  cofild  warrant,  fuch  an 
alleriion)  Let  us  attend  to  the  fads  of  our 
hiflory. 

FnoM  the  rcv^ltiiioD;  to  the  American  war,' 
never  was  there  a  country  fo  opprefled  aa  Ire- 
land, and  yet  no  country  was  ever  more  trail* 
quilly  condtiiftedr  During  the  whole  of  that 
long  period,  wh^ft  EngUnd  w.i»  involved  in 
various  wars,  and  even  when  the  rebelliotii^ 
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fpirit  of  Scotland  founded  to  arms,  Ireland 
continued'  Axi  poverty  and  peace,  in  the 
iate  war,  wtren  Great  Britaiii  was  engaged 
agajnft  America,  againft  the  confKn^tion  of 
all  the  powers  of  Etiro^e  ;  -when  all  nations 
confederated  againft  her,  ibme  to  drip  her 
of  her  territories,  others  to  bfe  pailive  fpeA»* 
tors  of  lier  ruin ;  Ireland  gayp  tip  her  troops 
almoft  to  the  laft  man,  for  fhe  defence  of 
Great  Britain,  and  armed  voluntarily  to 
'proteift  herfelf. 

Instead  of  taking  advantage  of  the  fitn* 
ation  of  Great  Britain,  and  retaliating  for  the 
oppreflion  of  a  century,  Ireland  only  claim- 
ed her  ancient  rights  and  conflitution.  W«s 
this  a  foundation  for  aflerting  that  a  firong 
government  was  neci^flary  to  rule,  thisxou*- 
try }   (hall   Englifh  minifters  call  us  turbu* 

'  lent  and  factious  in  oppoQtion  to  the 
fa£ls  recorded  in  the  hiftory  of  pnr  go- 
vernment ?    but    fuch    a    charaAer   Is    our 

♦  reward,  after  peaceably  fubmitting  tor  a  cen- 
tury  of  ufurpaiioJi. 

If  Ir^laiid  gahrs   coiifiderahle   advaliitagps 
^  from'h^r  cMiQexiod  »rftb  Oreat  Britain ;  Gr^at 

•'         '  '       -:'•..'         •         'jriiala 
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Britain  alfo  gains  great  advantages  from  her 
connedion  wiih  Ireland;'  in  wealth  above  a 
million  a  year  by  abfentees,  in  power  near  four 
piiUions  of  people,  wijh  the  great-  fuppliet 
ihey  tffTord  to  her  navy ^nd  army;  to  h^r 
ftrength  in  the  eaft,  to  her  force  in  the 
>veft  ;  added  to  all  thcfe,  the  conrvenience  6f 
her  harbours,  with  all  the  advantages  which 
\h\s  coiiuiry  brings,  not  only  as  a  portion 
of  the  empire,  but  as  her  atly  at  her  door^ 
on  all  occafions  ready  to  affift  her.  And  is 
the  retribution  for  fuch  fervices  and  loyalty, 
to  bi  rarpicioa,^oppre(!ian,  police  la^ws,  riot 
afls,  taxation,  corruption,  detraflion.  b  he 
a  friend  to  Great  Britain  Who  atrthorizep  this 
ungenerous  policy?  No,  he  is  an  cnti^to 
'both  Kingdoms 

A  PRACTICE  had  of  late  prevailed,  of 
iffuing  writs  for  large  funis  of  money  in 
aftions  of  (lander,  where  no  fpecific  inju- 
ry was  fiated  in  the  affidavit,  on  -which 
fuch  adion  was  founded.  Wkb  a  ^«view 
to  remedy  this  injury,  Mr.  George  Potrfouv 
by  in  a  committee  appointed .  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  propofed  a  '  r^folution  to  the  fol- 
lowing eflfea^  ^That  it'  is  the  Opinion  x>t 

this 
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•^  this  committee,  that  the  ifTuing  of  writj 
''  from  the  courts  of  jiifliceiu  adions  of  flan* 
.  '^  der  or  defamation,  where  the  fum  of  da- 
"*  mages  could  uot  be  fairly  arcenained, 
*'  and  holding  pcrfons  to  fpecial  bail  ia 
"  exceflive  fums,  is  illegal  and  fubverfive 
^  of  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft/*      . 

Although  this  vote  of  cenfure  was  not 
carried,  it  was  attended  with  beneficial  con- 
iequences,  as  the  ifiuing  of  fiats,  and  re- 
quiring exceflive  bail  in  a£lions  of  defama- 
tion, were  reilrained  by  it  within  conftitu- 
tioaal  bounds.  A  place  bill,  a  penfion  bill, 
•and  one  for  difqualitying  revenue  officers 
froai  voting  at  general  elcftions  were 
feverally  rcje<aed,  and  a  refponribility  bill 
Shared  a  fimila?  fat^. 

It  would  be  fuperfluous  to  comment 
on  the  conduct  of  government  during  tbii 
-  f<^ifion ;  fa£ls  fpeak  for  themfelves  and  re- 
quire no  illuftration.^  Befides,  it  would  be 
an  extremely  painful  tafk  to  pafs  a  cenfure 
*pn  living  men  and  living  meafures.  But 
juftice  and  impartiality  caxmot  avoid  paffiog 
\  fcvere  r<prehenfion  on    fuch  conduft  as 

neither 
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nekber   can  be  jufiified  Aor^excufedon  any. 
principle  wh^tfoever^  andean  only  be  in),« 
puted   to   thefe    miftakea   rule3  of    policy, 
which  for  a  feries  of  years, .  weakly,  imagin- 
ed, that  Ireland  would  fubmit  10  tb^  lyra- , 
nic  government  of  the  Britiih  Cabinet^  a 
fyftem,   which,    if    much    purfued,    mi^t 
prove  as  fatal  |o   Great  Britain  asiojurious 
to  Ireland,  and  would  inevitably  terminate, 
in  the  diOTolution  of  the  conueflion  between  * 
the  two  kingdoms,  which  their  mutual  intered 
requires  to  be  fo.  carefully,  preferved. 

On  the  iifih  of  April,  the  parliament  w[as . 
prorogued  to  the  fifth  day  of  June  follow-* 
ing.  And  foon  after  the  prorogation  took 
place,  the  parliament  was  diflblved  by  royal 
proclamation,  and  a  i;ew  parliament  fum- 
moned  to  meet  at  Dublin  on  the  twenti* 
cth  of  May  one  ihoufand  fcven  hundred 
and  ninety. 

Ir  we  turn  our  eyes  for  a  moment   from 
the  hurry,  buftle,  noife,  riot  and  corruption, 
incident  to  general   ele£lions ;  to  the  .^onti-t 
Tient  of  Europe,  we  will  there  behold  a  great, 
revolution  effefled    in    the   French  -^foyem-j 

ment 
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ment    i/iruhdilt    eUteer     bloodflied    or   ftay 
confiderable  commotion.    In  France,  twentj 
fix  millions  of   people  were    governed  by 
laws^  to  vrfaich  their  confent  was  never  aflt* 
cd ;    ariftocracy    and    defpoiifm  triumphed 
o^ef  the  land ;  the  people  at  length  made 
a  firaggle  for  freedom,  and  in    the  effort 
they  bnrft  their  chains,  while  the  image  of 
public  liberty  fat  enthroned    on  the    ahar 
cpnfecrated  by  tyranny  to  public  flavery. 

The  French  "monarchy  was  in  moft  rcfpefl^ 
aflimilated  to  the  Briiifti  fyftem  of  govern- 
taent,  while  the  monarch  wuh  all  ranks  and 
cfcfcriptions  of  Frenchmen,  fdlemnly  pledg- 
ed themfclvcs  to  maintain  their  new  govern- 
ment facred  and  inviolate  ;  and  happy  would 
it  have  been  for  thcmlclves  and  the  reft 
of  Europe,  had  they  adhered  to  their  engage- 
ments. 

On  the  fecond  of  July,  in  this  year,  the 
the  commons  met,  253  members  were  all 
that  were  as  yet  returned.  A  meffage  was 
delivered  from  his  excellency  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant, requefting  their  attendance  in  the  ^ 
t'oufe  of    peers,     to    which    the   commons 

havin| 
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haying;   repaired,  .were    comnian4c4  by.  his 
excellency  to    return    to  their    own-  houfct, 
and     cleft    a    fpeaker.         When    the  com- 
mons    returned*      -    Mr.    Secretary,  Hobart 
rofe,     and    propofed  that  the  right,  honour^ 
aWe   John  Fofter,  ;fho4itd  take  th^   chair  ef 
this     afTembly,    Mr.    Hobart    faid,   that-^hi: 
right   hcmourable    gentleman  he  put  in   tiOr 
mlnatton,    wai    chofen    by    the   unanimoi^s 
eleftion  of   the    laft   parliament^    and    ba^ 
acquitted  himfelf  wi;ih  fo   much,  fatisfadlion 
to.  the  boufe,  ;th*t  his  knowledge  and  exp<^ 
Ttence    in  the    conduft    of  all    matters   for 
parliamentary    difcuflion    rendered   him    in 
every  refpeft   perfcflly    eligible,  he  begged 
leave  tO'  add^  ihatoni  thp  dofe  of  the  laft 
parltameat.       H^  ,  tc<}eixcd    the   unanimous 
thanks  of.vbe  K9u£e,;an4  H?  ^^^^^»  ;.^beir 
approbaticwi ,  at  ih»t.  ijn^,  ,,w9Tjld  be  tUcjejr- 
neft   of  their  choke  At  jihis  jier^o^*  ^    . 

Mr.  Connojly- Tppvejl  ^as  an  apcadment, 
•'  TbatihfteadcpftbF  Rigbf  Hodj.  Jobp^FoflcT, 
•*  .the  namer)  of  fJifee.r  Right .  Hon^.i^V^ill^m 
**  Brabaioa  Poofi^nby  be  .inferied.  ^Thc 
••^quefiion  being  put  by  the  cl€rk  ihctjaj^ad- 

mci^t 
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"  mbni  was  negauvcd,  and  Mr.  Hobari's 
*•  motioo  ia  favour  of  Mr*  Fofler  was  car* 
•'ricd/' 


When  Mr.  Foftcr  was  e1e6led,  he  in  a 
few  words  returned  thanks  to  the  houlc 
for  thid  frefh  mark*  <Sf  ^thc^  confidence  re. 
|>ofed  in  him,  and  aSuredf  th^m  of  his  un- 
remitting attention  to  the  duties  of  the 
chair,  a^  the  beft  mode  ol  his  gratitude  for 
ihe  .  honour  for  which  they  were  pleafed  to 
diflinguifh  him.  The  chcyice  of  the  commons 
having  been  approved  by  "his  excellency 
the  lord  lieutenant,  the  parliament  was  then 
opened  by  51  fpeech  from  ibe  throne, 

It  muil  be  adn^icted  that  no  man  is  better 
calculated  ^thah  Mr.  Foftet'  to  fill  the  im- 
portant offiee  of  fpeak^  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  Tew  meti  hav^  ilronger  claims 
o^n  the  regard  and  afiedl^ns  of  .his  coun- 
trymen. Our  trade,  our  agriculture,  and  par- 
ticularly our  linen  mauUfafllare,  owe  much 
to  hi3  care,  knou  ledge,  &ird  proteAion  j  and 
his  conduft,  t^rhile.chaAcdllor  of  the  exche- 
quer, ^as  fuch,  as  juftly  aiertted  the  thanks 
of  padiamenr  and  ihc  grasitode  of  the  na- 
tion. 

In 
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In  the4{}crcb  from  the  throne,    the  twd 
houfes  of  parliament  were  informed  that  two 
Britilh  vcflels  had  been  captured  at  Nootka 
Sound,  on  the  north  weft  coaft  of  America 
by  the    Spaniards,   that  their  Cargoes  wercf 
feized,   and    the    officers    and    crew    were 
Km  as  prifouers  to  a  Spanifli  port.     That 
his    majefly   had  direAed   hia    minifter  at 
Madrid   to    claim  fuch  full    and  adequate 
fatisfa£lion  as  the  nature  of  the  cale  required, 
but  ifj  unfortunately,  his    majefty's    endea- 
vours  on    this  occafion  fhould  prove   un- 
fuccefsful,   he   fully    relied  on  the  cordial 
andcfieAual    fupport  of   his  parliament  of 
Ireland,  in    the  profecution    of  fuch  mea- 
fures,  as  might  eventually  become  neceflary 
for    the    honour   of    the    crown,    and  for 
the  protedion  of  the  eflential  rights  of  ali 
bis  fubjeAs,  and  the   common  interefts    ojf 
the  empire* 

iM.tonfequetice  of  this  intimation  front 
the  throne,  a  vote  of  credit  to  the  amount 
of  aoo,oool.  pafibd  the  houfe^  im  order 
to  put  the  kibgdom  in  a  fiate  of  defence, 
tad  towards  raifing  men   for  Ms  majefty's 
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navy,  for  fortifying  our  harboura,  and  put- 
UDg  our  ordnance  on  a  more  efficient  foot* 
ing. 

It  mnfl  be  admitted,  that  a  vote  of  cre- 
dit is  a  mode  of  affifling  government  ex- 
tremely exceptionable,  in  as  much,  as  it 
{)iacc»  the  difpofal  of  a  large  fum  in  the 
hands  of  adminiflration,  \(rho  may  convert 
the  vote  of  credit  to  any  purpofe,  panicu- 
latly  where  the  application  of  it  was  not 
fpecifically  recited. 

In  the  year  1778,  during  the  French  war, 
the  boufe  of  commons  pafied  a  vote  for 
300,0001.  for  putting  this  country  in  a  flate 
of  defence,  and  in  January  of  the  following 
year,  there  not  being  a  {hilling  in  the  trea- 
fury,  government  was  obliged  to  borrow 
50^0001.  from  an  individual,  in  order  to  pay 
the  army. 

Ireland  had  granted  150,0001.  to  equalize 
her  revenue  with  her  expences,  and  to  put 
a  flop  to  the  pernicious  praAice  of  running 
into  debt,  wherefore  parliament,  in  time  of 
peace,  ought  never  to  pafa  a  vote  of  ere* 

dit 
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dit,  iinleis  the  application  of  the  fum  was 
pamculatly  guarded,  and  the  Ipecified  pa^* 
pofe  of  the    vote  avbwedl 

Ths  fefliods  clofed  on  the  24th.  of  July^ 
and  parliament  did  hot  meet  until  the 
January  following!  Early  in  \\^t  ehfuing 
feffion  of  pairjiaraent  the  comihona  refolv^ 
cd,  that  the  excefiive  ufe  of  fpiirittioii^  li- 
quors was  highly  injuHous  tb  the  health 
and  morals  of  the  people  ;  this  refolutioci 
was  broughtfdrwir  dbyMr.  David  Latoiiche, 
which  reddunds  much  to  his  credit,  the  im- 
moderate ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  having 
arrived  at  thtt  enormous  eiccefs  throughout 
the  kingdbm,  as  threatened  unlefs  fpeedily 
checked  by  the  intervention  of  parliament; 
completely  tb  ruin  the  induftry,  fubvert  the 
morals,  and  xteftroy  the  health  of  the  people. 

By  putting  a  flop  to  this  alafming  evil, 
tnany  conceived  that  tillage  and  the  revenue 
would  ^ufielr  cdtifidlirably,  but  evenfhould 
that  happen  it  would  be  better  to  Sacrifice 
both  for  the  benefit  of  the  human  fpecies. 
Ko  falfe  alarm  foi-  either  revenue  01  agricuU 
ttire    (hoBld  impede  the  ptogrels  of  fo  fa- 

G  t  Itttafy 
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lutary  ftictfurc.  Two  modes  were  pro* 
pofed  for  reftraining  the  immoderate  ufc  of 
of  fpirits  ;  firft  bjr  difcouraging  tbe  diftil* 
lery  ;  the  fecond,  by  eDcoura^ng  the 
brewery  and  the  latter  feemed  to  be  the 
XDoft  probable  mode  of  fuccefs. 

It  was  evident  that  the  brewery  had  been 
OB  the  decline  for  a  number  of  yeirs 
which  was  entirely  owing  to  fome  radical 
defe&  in  the  fyflem  of  laws  by  which  it  was 
regulated.  Some  of  thefe  laws  were  made 
many  years  ago,  fome  were  made  within 
a  f^w  years,  and  however  calculated  they 
were  for  the  benefit  of  the  brewery,  yet 
they  had  all  failed  of  their  eSeA ;  therefore,  in 
order  to  encourage  the  brewery  effectually, 
'  all  reftriflions  and  all  ezcife  (hould  be 
removed,  and  brewers  put  on  the  fame  footing 
with  other  manufadurers.  Reftridions  un* 
doubtedly  have  been  the  caufe  of  the  decay 
of  the  brewery,  it  is  now^  neceflary  to  re- 
move them  all,  a  decreafmg  trade  requires 
ftrong  remedies,  wherefoco  the  brewery  ought 
to  be  freed  from  every  mode  of  duty  which 
is  attended  with  penal  reftiiAions. 

The 
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Thk  ctcife  brings  with  it  fuch  a  code  of 
penal  regulations  as  mnft  keep  it  down.  Men. 
who  have  fmarted  under  fevere  reftrainfs,  and 
Tiave  retired,  will  never  return  to  the  bulinefs, 
while  any  reftraints  remain  ;  and  men  of 
large  capital  will  not  embark  in  a  bufinefs^ 
in  which  the  eftabliihed  habits  of  connivance^ 
between  the  excife  officer  and  the  manufac- 
turer, give  t%  every  perfon  who  will  conde- 
fcend  to  fo  mean  an  Intercourfe,  fuch  an  ad- 
vantage over  the  honeft  man,  a^  would  de<» 
prive  h|m  pf  his  Teafonable  profit. 

These  habits  oug;tt  to  be  overturned  by 
the  removal  of  all  officers  and  all  duties  ;  then 
the  honeft  man  would  be  fafe,  and  when  he 
faw  that  he  cQuId  reap  thp  full  advantage 
of  his  fkill  and  ingenuity,  he  would  em- 
bark his  capital  in  th^  bufinefs  with  alacrity^ 
Shall  it  be  argued  againft  this,  th»t  the  revc» 
nue  would  lofe  by  this  regulation  between  69 
or  70|Ocx)l.  a  yeajr.  We  hope  the  country 
is  not  ip  fo  low  a  ftaie  that  it  could  not  hj 
other  means  raife  fiich  a  ftim  annually  in  order 
to  fave  the  great  obje^i  of  tillage,  pf  morale, 
and  of  induftry  from  ruin.  God  forbid  that 
f  ny  perfon  (hpu}d  thijik  fo  nieanly  of  our  re^ 

fpproes, 
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fources,  with  an  cDcreafmg  trade,  a  floupih^ 
ing  commerce,  and  enlargiDg  manufadures. 

If  the  ^egiflature  encouraged  the  brewcr)% 
the  ufe  of  fpirits  would  decreafe,  and  flrong 
beer  Wou^  prove  a  fubftjtute  to  comfort  an4 
iconfole  the  people  for  the  lofs  of  their  deftruc- 
tive  luxury  ,  long  habits  arc  not  eafily  chang- 
ed, and  to  make  the  people  relilh  beer,  ihcy 
muft  be  induced  to  it  by  its  cheapnefs  and  itf 
llrength.  It  is  vain  to  imagine  that  the  totaj 
ufe  of  fpirits  can  be  abolilhed,  but  the  perni- 
cious  abufe  of  it  may;  and  good^malt  liquo^: 
would  effeft  this  without  either  force  or  pc- 
tialty.  In  a  northern  moift  climate  and  damp 
foil,   men  require  a  potent  |)everage 

In  jGreat  Britain  no  (hop  is  licenced  merely 
for'the  purpofe  of  dram  fel)ing>  as  is  the  prac- 
tice in  this  kingdom  as  no  pcrfon  is  licenced 
there  to  fell  fpirits,  who  does  not  keep  an  inn. 
tavern,  or  ordinary ;  a  fimilar  regulation 
would  be  attended  with  good  confequenccs  in 
this  country.  The  fuppreffion  of  the  immoderate 
ufe  of  fpirits,  is  a  fubjeft  of  the  greateft  im- 
portance to  the  profpcrity,  tjie  welfare  and 
happinefs  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  it  ought  to  be 
^'he  \vi(h  of  every  man,  to  endeavour  to  cffeft  it. 

Thi 
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Thx  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,^to  iv^iom 
it  was  referred  ;  to  take  into  confideration  the 
exceflive  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors^  came   tq 
the  following  refolntions^   which  wcie  unani- 
moufly  agreed  to,  by  the  houfe,    That  itia 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  tljiat  the  princi« 
pal  caufe  of  the  exceflive  ufe  of  fpirituous  li- 
quors, is  the  low  price  thereof.    ITiattaTCr 
inedy  faid  evil,  it  is  advifea^ble  to  impofe  fuch 
duty  or  duties  as  may  prevent  the  exceflive 
confumption  of  fpirituous  liquors,  amoog  th^ 
lower  ordeys  of  the  people*    That  it  would 
contribute    to    reftrain  the  exceffive    ufe    of 
fplrits,  if  the  number  of  perfons  retailing  thf 
fame    were  greatly  dim^nilhed,  and  if  licenr. 
ces  ihould  be  confined  to  houfes  of  a  certain 
defcription.     That  it  would  tend  to  diminifh 
the  confumption  of  fpirits  if  confiderablc  en-t 
cour;igement  were  given  to  the  brewery,  9fxd 
that  a  decided  preference  flipuld  be  given  the 
brewery  in  point   of  duty  over  the  diftiUery^ 
whereby  the  brewer   might  be  left  fyec  from 
certain  reftridions  now  afieAing  the  brewei^t 

Mr.  G£Orgk  Pon^nbt  moved,  th^t  a  com- 
mittee might  be  appointed,  confiding  of  mem^ 
\firs.  whq  did  nojt  hold  place  of  pen,fion,  to  en-. 


quire  and  report  their  opinion ;  wliat  adv^p? 
tage  tbe  |>ablic  bad  received  from  the  appoint- 
pient  of  two  additional  cprnmiffioners  to  the 
board  of  revenue  :but  this  meafure  was  dif- 
cufled  on  iiniilar  grounds  with  that  of  the  pre* 
ceding  feffion,  and  was  at  length  negatived  hy 
a  confiderable  Majority. 

When  Mr.  Latouche  firft  introduced  the 
meafure  for  fupprefling  the  ufe  of  fpirituous 
iiquorsy  he  expefted  the  concurrence  of  go- 
vernmenty  notwithftanding,  nothing  decided 
was  done  in  favour  ofihe  tjrewcry,  but  what 
might  be  confidered  as  a  ground  fojr  taxation. 
An  additional  duty  was  laid  on  whifrey;  but  it 
was  ineffeflual,  as  the  encouragement  held  out 
to  the  brewer  could  anfwer  very  little  purpofc. 

Thi  brewery  ought  to  h^ve  been  entirely 
exempted  from  z}\  ezcife  whatfoevdr,  and  an 
addition  to  the  malt  tax  acceded  ro.  Govern; 
ment  certainly  had  laid  the  foundation  of 
a  revenue,  but  they  had  not  pronded  for 
the  fobriety  df  the  people ;  littlf^  was  done 
for  the  brewer  and  the  dift)|ler  had  beeq  put 
undef  aii  additional  tax.  Mr.  David  latouche 
gave  notice,  that  he  would  introduce  a  bil| 
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fiext'feffiob  of  parliament  to  efied  bis  purpo(e> 
4od  that  ht  would  p^rfevere  in  rhe  bufin^eb 
umil  accompltflied. 

Mr-  Grattak  endeavoured  to  proctire  a 
trade  to  tlie  Eaft  Indies,  free  to  the  people  of 
Ireland,  but  the  tneafure  being  oppofed  by 
government,  was  confequetitly  defeated,  as 
were  many  other  bills  of  the  utmoft  utility  to 
the  nation^  The  police  eilabliQiment  was 
continticd,  notwitbftanding  the  cleared  and 
moll  unequivocal  pfoofs  were  adduced  to  ihew 
that  the  fyftem  was  attended  with  confiderable 
cxpence,  without  having  produced  adequate 
advantages.  ^  The  police  iyftem  had  been  re* 
peatedly  proved  to  be  inefficient  in  point  of 
prote£iion,  extravagant  in  point  of  taxation, 
^ind  dangerous,  from  its  influence  on  thf  ma- 
giftxacy  pf  th^  cap^ial^ 

In  London  the  citisens  are  per&dly  pro- 
icdcd  by  their  fyflem,  without  the  danger  of 
patronage  or  the  ruin  pf  proft}fion.  But  \n 
|xn)don  the  obje£i  of  government  is  the  prq- 
todionofthe  people:  in  Dublin,  it  is  patro- 
Qf^gf  4nd    cotf  uptiQu.     Ill  the  oi^e  city,  a  re- 
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fpe£l  to  the  laws  is  inculcated  ;  In  the  other, 
an  increafe  of  revenue,  is  exaded  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  morality. 

From  the  numerous  petitions  againft  the 
police  fyftdm,  it  appeared,  that  taxation  and 
pTOtedion  did  not  go  together,  and  that  a 
qiore  efficacious  and  permanent  fecurity  could 
be  obtained  at  lefs  than  one  half  of  the  ex- 
pence*  The  fentiments  of  the  citizens  on  this 
Tubjcft  appeared  ftrongly  in  their  late  ftruggle 
for  their  lord  mayor;  they  triumphed  with- 
out availing  themfelves  of  the  gracious  per- 
miffioQ  to  go  to  law  for  three  years,  to  efta* 
blilh  a  one  year's  title;  paft  and  gone  in  the 
firft  year's  litigation* 

In  the  police  inftitutioA,  the  magiftrate,  by 
charter,  becomea  the  ccmmtflioned  office^ 
of  adminii>i:ation,  and  th^  authority  h^  deri- 
Tcd  from^  e.le£iion,  merged  in  pevr  powers 
ycftcd  by  the  minifter-  What  he  derived 
from  the  citizens  he  holds  independe9t  of 
their  will ;  what  he  olvained  from  govern* 
ment  he  held  dependent  on  his  pleafure. 
Mr-  George  Ponfonby  with  a  view  to  opeq 
a  »dire£l    trade     with   India,    moyed     that 
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feveral  aAs  of    hi«  prefem  majefty'  relattTe 

to  the  importauoa  of  tea  into  this  kingdom, 

Ihould  be  taken  into  the  cenfideration  of  a 

committee  of  the  whole  houfc.      All  theaSs 

alluded  to  go  to  one  objeft,  that  no  tea  (hall  be 

imported  \ntothis  kingdom,  but  from  £ngr 

land.     It  was    nniverfally    allowed    on  all 

hand^,  that  Ireland  had  an  undoubted  right 

to    a  free  commerce  with  the   world,    but 

thin  muft  furely  be  confldered    an   illuiioQ 

fo    long   as  there  exifted  in    Great  Britain, 

a  power,  to  influence  the  legiflature  of  this 

kingdom,    to  prevent  the    nation  from  the 

pxercife  of  a  right  fo  juft  and  unequivocal. 

Ikslakd  nnquefiionably  poffefling  a  ffee 
trade,  ought  not  to  be  ejccluded  by  a  claufc 
in  her  own  revenue  bill,  from  exercifing 
the  enjoyment  of  trade  in  a  dire£l  com- 
municauon  with  China.  Mr.  Poofonby^s  mo- 
tion purpofed  to  bring  thofe  claufes  before 
the  confideration  of  parliament.  It  was 
afTerted  on  the  fide  of  adminiftration,  that 
Ireland  had  a  right  to  tyade  with  China, 
but  that  we  had  configned  the  exercife  of 
it  to  the  Eaft    India  company,  by  which  it 

woulii 
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would  appear  that  Ireland  bad  ^oateikded 
long  for  a  free  trade,  only  to  have  the 
pleafure  of   furreadering  it. 

It  was  afierted,  that  tl^e  trade  to  China 
was  unprofitable,  that  Ireland  was  unable 
\o  avail  herfelf  of  the  trade,  and  moreover, 
that  it  would  be  a  matter  of  delicacy  to- 
wards Great  Britain.  If  the  inability  of 
the  country  really  ezifted,  flie  could  not 
long  purfue  it,  and  therefore  the  dread  of 
ill  confequences  to  England  would  be  ruin. 

If  the  trade  to  China  fhould  tura  out  tq 
be  a  lofing  one,  by  draining  our  fpeci6  by  an 
importation  of  luxury  without  promoting 
pur  commerce :  then  two  coafiderations 
would  fuggeft  themfclves,  whether  the  king- 
dom could  difpenfc  with  thi^  luxury^  and  if 
not,  how  it  could  be  imported  with  leaft  Lofs, 
Tea  is  allowed  to  be  an  in4Kp¥^&hIe  article 
of  import,  and  every  man  muft  allow,  that  it 
can  be  imported  yrith  Icff  national  impover-* 
ifhment  dire£lly  ffom  China^  than  through 
the  medium  of  Great  Britain*  There  cannot 
^xill  a  doubt  but  Ireland  is  capable  of  carry- 
ing oil  a  trade  to  the  Ead,  and  from  a  confi? 

dcfatioq 


Since  the  Rinjolutkn*  109 

deration  of  what  (he  owes  Great  Britain,  and 
what  ihe  owes  herfelf,  there  cannot  exift  a 
donbt  but  it  was  expedient  to  do  fo. 

But  eould  Ireland  fee  only  the  mod  diftant 
advantage,  that  in  future  might  be  derived 
from  this  trade,  it  would  be  weaknefs  to  re« 
linquiih  it,  out  of  cooipliment  to  the  Eaft- 
India  company.  On  Mr.  Ponfonby's  motion 
b^ing  put,  it  was  aegatived  by  a  majority  of  57. 

Mr.  Forbes  introduced  his  place  bill  this 
feflion  for  the  third  time,  and  after  having 
fupported  it,  with  an  irrefiftible  weight  of  ar- 
gument, it  was  borne  down  by  a  majority  of 
fixty.  And  Mr.  Grattan^s  bill,  for  difqualify- 
ing  revenue  officers  from  voting  at  ele£lions, 
was  alfo  reje6led  by  a  large  majority. 
If  undue  iufluence  was  the  fole  motive 
that  induced  the  right  honourable  membet, 
to  introduce  the  bill  to  difqualify  revenue  of* 
iicers  from  voting  at  general  eleAions,  the 
bill  would  in  that  cafe  be  too  limited,  as  it  is 
a  fad  that  the  majority  of  the  tenantry  of  \hjt 
kingdom  ought  to  be  difqualiiied  on  the  fame 
principle,  and  there  is  no  reafon  can  be  a(^ 
figoed  why  revenue  officers  Ihould  be  de- 
prived. 
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pHved  of  their  fraocbifey  for  aflmg  undet 
iKat  kind  of  influence,  while  others  are  adua-^ 
ted  by  the  fame  principle  and  pafs  unnoticed. 

A  Bill  palled  this  feflion  for  regulating  the 
ifluing  of  licences,  for  felling  fpiritnous  li- 
quors, and  for  remedying  the  abufes  arifing 
from  the  exceffive  ufc  thereof     It  raifed  thd 
price  of  licences   confiderably,  and  reflrain'* 
ing  the  fale  of  fp^rits   to  fuch  houfes  only  as 
were  fet  apart  fof  public  entertainment,  and 
excluded  (hops  of  every  other  kind*   ,But'  it 
is  well  known  that  encreafmg  the  reftri£tions« 
on  the  licenfed  retailer  in  the  fame  ratio,  tn^ 
courages    the    clandeftine    fale     of    fpirits* 
Wherefore  regulations  would  prove  more  ef* 
fedual  in  this  buiinefs  than  penalties,   and  th^ 
co-operation  of  the  country  gentlemen  would- 
be  attended  with  the  moft  falutary  confequen^ 
ces.    By  their  vigilance  and  attention  alone, 
government  may   hope  for  the  fupprefiion  df 
th.e  unlicenfed  cottages,  throughout  the  king-* 
dono)  which  not  only  dellroy  the  health,  but 
contaminate  the  morals  of  thepeople^ 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     xir. 

Chnjiderations  on  the  Bill  for  encouraging  and  re- 
claiming  T^arren  Land — Fenjion  Bill  introduced 
by  Mr.  Forbes — Its  rejeBion — l^he  DoSrine  of 
Fiats  Jijcujfedj  and  a  Motion  brolight  forward 
By  Mr.  George  Fonfonby^  for  cenfuring  the 
Qmdu8  of  the  chief  Jufiice  of  the  King^s  Bench 
for  ijfuing  a  Fiat  againfi  John  MageCy  at  the 
inftance  of  Richard  Daly^^The  Meafure  lofi--^ 
— Wr.  Forbes  introduced  a  Bill  for  effeSit^ 
a  Refponjibility  in  the  Servants  of  the  Croivn^ 
Mr.  Gray  don  prefented  the  Report  of  the  Qmi* 
tnitte  appointed  to  take  the  State  and  Manage-' 
ment  of  the  Pblice^  for  two  years  lafl  pa^  info 
CunJideratiTn — Obfervations  on  the  Progrefs  of 
the  civilization  of  the  Country  for  fome  fears-^-^ 
On  its  Tirade  ManufaSures  and  rifing  Prq^e* 
rity^-^Refeffions  on  the  French  Revolutipn^^^ 
The  Car^  that  all  States  Jhould  take  againfi  the 
Introduction  of  their  Frinciples — A  Charader 
ofDodor  Crumpets  Fffay^  on  the  beji  Means  of 
providing  Employment  for  the  Peoplf^The 
inefficacy  of  the  late  AS  for  fuppreffing  the  ex^ 
ceffive  Ufe  of  Spirits — Bill  in  Favour  of  the 
Roman  Catholics--^A  Petition  from  the  Catholics 
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of  Dublin^  praying  to  be  admitted  to  the  deftive 
Franchifc^  fcjc&ed^^Tke  Reafons  ajjignedfor 
its  difmiffal — Eafi  India  Bill  introduced  by  Mr. 
George  Ponfonby — Mr.  Stewart  of  KilUmoon*s 
Motion  in  Favour  of  Prejbyterian  Minipers 
unanimoujly  carncd^^TAe  accidental  l^urning 
,    of  the  Houfe  ofComrnonS'-A  Committee  appointed 
to  examine  into  the  Caufe  and  origin  of  i/— 
Their  report — Some  further  Improvements  in 
in  Order  to  check  the  excejjive  ufs  of  Spirituous 
Liquors — A  Review,  of  the  Seffion — ^ihe  Cafe 
4jf  Tithes  confidered^Their  being  confidered 
as  a  Grievance  J  made  the  oftenjible   Caufe  of 
the  Diflurbances  which  Difgrace  the  Country-^ 
A  candid  Enquiry  into  the  Caufe  of  Defender-' 
ifin  and  the  Art^ce  that  encouraged  it-^The 
Confideration  of   the  Catholic  Caufe^  recom- 
mended by  his  Majejiy  to  the  Irifb  Parliament. 

WE  have  been  always  in  the  habit  of 
coafidering  the  clergy  of  Ireland  as 
one  of  the  mod  refpe6bible  bodies  in  the 
conimuDit)s  and  on  a  comparifon  with  the 
clergy  of  other  kingdoms,  we  will  not  heGtate 
to  pronounce  that  there  is  not  in  Europe  a 
pricfihood  mpre  refpcAable  and  enlightened, 

every 
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t.vtty  ihiefafure  therefore  that  affeAs  fo  truly 
ufWul  a  body  ought  to  be  weighed  with  thd 
utrobft  caution  And  attention. 

The  rights  of  the  clergy  were  already  ma- 
terially injured,  by  the  refolmion  of  agiftment, 
the  nn>ft  partial,  the  moil  felfilh  tad  unjufti- 
fiable  refolutiohi  ever  entered  into  by  any  fct 
of  men.  By  this  infamous  refolution  the  mife- 
rable  peafant  who  builds  his  wretched  hut  in 
thel  dyke  that  may  furnifh  him  with  a  fide 
Wall,  (hall  p^y  to  the  clergy  the  tenth  part  of 
the  pfroduce  of  his  potatoe  garden,  and  of  his 
own  Ubouf ,  in  addition  to  an  high  rent ;  while 
his  landlord,  with  perhaps  a  thoufand  acfes 
adjoining  him,  fhall  pay  nothing.  Can  any 
thing  be  more  tinjtlft  than  ihts  fyftcm? 

The  landlord  imputes  the  poverty  and 
wretchednefs  of  the  peafant  to  the  parfon,  the 
parfon  retorts  on  the  landlord,  the  peafant  un- 
fortunately believes  both,  but  he  feels  the  tithe 
heavier  than  all  his  other  burdens;,  becaufe  it 
is  the  laft.  Hence  the  riotrf  and  difturbancetf 
that  have  difgraced  the  kingdom.  Wherefore, 
in  order  to  put  a  period  to  fuch  fcenes,  the  re- 
folution  ofagiilment  ought  to  berefcinded. 

Vol..  II.      ^  M  and 


)  14  A  View  of  Irijh  Affaits 

and  a  m6du»  for  tithes  eftablilbed,  fiicii  t» 
would  relieve  the  poor  and  afibrd  af  tomfor^ 
table  income  to  the  parfoBy  wkhout  difpure 
or  liiigation. 

iL.  T\  T^,w,  With  a  View  to  ofie  of  thoft 
objecls,  Mr.  GF^tan  int/oduced 
a  bill  to  encourage  the  reclaiming  of  barren 
lands,  by  exempting  them  from  tkh/ts  for  (evenr 
years ;  but  the  bill  failed,  as  it  was  a^pre^ 
bended  that  in  iter  confequences,  k  ^ouid  ef- 
faitially  Injure  the  inter^ft  of  the  parochial 
cl^i^gy^  It  ^^s  infifted  that  it  would  be  uu- 
juft  to  tax  the  clergy  exclufively  for  the  im- 
provement of  barren  lands,  when  the  great 
advantage  refulting  from  tt  wonld  fedound  w 
the  landlord.  That  theiefore  fuch  improve- 
ments ought  to  take  place  at  tfaeexpence  of  the 
landlor-d,  and  not  of  the  clergy,  whofe  incomes 
were  already  too  fmall,  and  that  k  would  be 
dangerous  to  attempt  any  innovauon  in  the 
dues  of  the  clergy,  particularly  at  ar  period 
when  fuch  flagrant  injuftice  and  injuries  had 
been,  couimitted  on  the  clergy-  of  another 
country.  The  evident  intention  of  the  right 
honourable  mover^  was  certainly  to  afford 
encouragement,  and  not  taxation  tathe  paro- 
chial 
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fcbial  clergy:  However,  th^  4eal  of  their  ad- 
vocates ia  parliament  wbuld  not  fuifer  any 
enquiry  to  be  made  idto  the  buiinefs,  although 
a  minute  inveftiga\iou  M^ould  have  tended  ulti- 
mately to  the  benefit  of  the  clergy,  and  the 
protedlion  df  the  church: 

Mk.  Forbes,  a  member  of  the  moft  exalted 
good  qualities,  and  poflTefiTed  of  evety  virtue 
and  amiable  endowment^  which  can  render 
man  moft  valuable  to  fociety,  introduced  a 
bill  to  limit  the  amount  of  penfions.  He  fup- 
ported  the  bill  by  many  powerful  arguments^ 
He  faid,  **  he  confidfered  the  bill  abfoluielj^ 
"  ncceffary  to  the  fafcty  of  the  country  and 
**  the  prefervation  of  the  conftitution  ;  as  an 
**  unlimited  power  of  granting  penfions,  with 
**  the  fame  for  creating  new  parliamentary 
**  places,  would  evidently  tend  to  fubvert  the 
••  independence  of  parliament;  Mr.  Forbes's; 
bill  limited  the  penfion  Hft  to  eighty  thoufand 
pounds  a  year,  which  was  a  moft  liberal  . 
provifion,  to  enable  the  crown  to  reward  me- 
ritorious fcrvices; 

Thk  penfion  lift  at  this  time  amounted  to 

105,0001.  a  year;  In  the  laft  year  five  thoufand 

H  z  four 
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four  huudrcd  pounds  had  fallen  off  by  deatb«^ 
but  that  the  public,  might  not  benefit  much  by 
the  chance  of  mortality,  the  minifters  imme- 
diately on  the  death  of  thofe  j5enfioners,  added 
to  the  penfion  lift  2,5001* 

It  certainly  niuft  be  confidered  as  a  griev*' 
6us  oppreflion  on  the  public,  to  put  new  loads 
upon  them,  as  foon  as  they  had  been  dif-' 
charged  from  the  old*  The  chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  with  that  integrity  and  candour, 
for  which  be  is  fo  eminently  diftinguifhed, 
did  not  defend  the  encreafe  of  penfions,  he  de- 
clared that  he  wa5  not  confuked  oi  the  bu- 
(inefs,  nor  did  heVroncerve  htmfclf  entitled  to 
be  confulted,  when  his  majefty  was  pleafed 
to  exercife  his  undoubted  prerogative,  in  re- 
warding the  merits  of  his  fubjefts.  The  bill 
was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  26,  not  wit  h* 
ftandiug  it  was  fupiported  by  the  eloquence  of 
a  Grattan,  and  the  folid  and  unanfwerable 
arguments  of  a  Forbes^ 

No  conG deration  but  the  public  gotfd  and 
a  regard  for  that  invaluable  of  all  bleffings, 
perfonal  liberty,  to  which  every  indifvidual  is 
by   birth  right  entitled,  could  induce  us   Xo 

introduce 
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introduce  a  fubjedt  which  may  tend  to  afie£l 
the  feelings  of  the  nobjie  lord  who  prelides  in 
the  court  of  king'3  bench.  On  the  aad.  of 
March  Mr.  George  Ponfonby  moved  the 
houfe  to  refolve,  that  it  was  their  opinion,  that 
fhe  chief  juftice  of  the  king's  beach,  in  order- 
jlng  a  capias  ad  refpondtndum  to  iflfue  ?gaiailb 
John  Magee,  on  the  affidavit  of  Richard  Daly, 
jnarked  4000I.  a£led  illegally.  He  fupported 
the  meafure  ia  a  manner  that  refle£led  the 
)iigheft  honour  on  the  great  legal  talents  of 
the  honourable  n^over.  He  (aid,  that  the  chief 
juftice,  by  granting  a  fiat  for  40001.  enabled 
the  plaintiff  to  aflefs  his  own  damages,  and 
punilh  the  defendant  by  throwing  him  into 
prifon  for  many  months,  before  enquiry  could 
be  made,  whether  the  plaintiff's  charge  was 
founded  or  not ;  a;id,  above  all,  without  that 
circumftance  indifpeniible  to  the  taking  fpecial 
bail,  fpecific  damage, 

Thx  public  conduA  of  minifters,  oTall  great 
officers  of  ftate,  and  all  who  hold  public  trufts 
for  the  people,  is  a  fair  fubje£!  pf  public  and 
fober  enquiry.  But  on  the  criminal  proceed 
ings  taken  on  fuch  publications  depends  the 
ffcpdom  of  the  prefs  ;  and  if  any  printer,  how- 
i|  3  ever 
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ever  faulty,  can  be  feized  and  thrown  into 
prifon  upon  a  fiat  to  any  amount  that  the 
humour  of  a  judge,  or  the  malice  of  a  profe- 
cutor  may  think  fit  to  iffue,  it  in  fuch  cafe 
would  require  little  eloquenc<p  to  prove  thai 
the  freedom  of  the  fubjeft  and  the  liberty  qf 
tjic  prefs  were  at  an  end. 

In  the  prefent  cafe,  th^  printev  had  moft 
grofsly  abufed  in  his  paper  the  noble  lord, 
.  wherefore  it  was  Incumbent  on  his  lordfliip 
to  proceed  with  the  moft  guarded  circum- 
fpeAion,  left  any  enemy  might  attribute  his 
feverity  to  perfonal  motives;  his  condtift 
fhould  have  been  regulated  by  what  the  laW 
in  its  ftrifleft  fenfe  ^yould  warrant  and  juftify ; 
he  ought  to  have  looked  down  with  contempt 
on  illiberal  and  vulgar  abufe,  particularly  as 
Mr.  Magee,  was  under  a  criminal  information 
in  his  own  court. 

The  lord  chief  juftice's  reafons  for  r^- 
fufmg  to  accept  of  common  bail  for  John  Ma- 
gee were,  that  fpecial  bail  is  demandable  in  a 
cafe  of  Jcand,alum  wagnatum^  and  that  he 
could  not  fee  any  reafon  why  fpecial 
bail  was  not  demandaj^le  in  the  prefent  cafe  j 

as 
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^^s  well  as  in  cafe§  of  fcaftdalum  magnatum^ 
j^T  111  that  of  criminal  converfation^  for  that 
ihey  all  equally  depended  on  the  contingent 
damages  which  |i  jury  might  think  £t  to 
|twar4' 

Mk.  Ponsonby  dted  a  variety  of  cafes  to 
ihew  that  fpecial  b;iil  was  not  demandable 
in  cafes  of  flander.  He  ag;*eed  with  the 
chief  juftice  that  fpecial  bail  wa$  demand-  . 
^ie  in  cafes  of  criminal  converfation,  but 
jjyould  not  allow  the  leaft  fmiilarity  in  the 
two  cafe3^  except  that  both  found  in  da* 
(Pages, 

In  the  cafe  of  flander^  the  defendant 
might  juftify  it,  by  proving  its  tnjth,  but 
jio  one  can  juftify  an  a£l  of  criminal  con- 
verfation,  ^s  it  is  repugnaht  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  religion  and  ijjorality,  and  fubver- 
five  of  all  thofe  bonds  that  unite  civil 
fociety,  or  promote  domeftic  happinefe,  ancj 
therefore  there  feems  to  have  been  no 
grounds  for  comparing  two  offences  fo  wide* 
ly  different.  On  the  queftion  being  put 
}i    was    rejcfled  by  a  majority  of  fixty. 
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Thx  Attorney  peaeral J,  however,  to  quiet 
any  i^ppreheofions  of  the  people  relative 
|to  ejitHer  the  liberty  of  *  the  fubjedl  or  that 
pf  the  pre&,  brought  ^  bill  into  parliament 
to  limit  and  define  Aie  power  of  the 
courts  in  cafes  fimihr  to  the  prefeut,  ia 
order,  to  put  the  fubje6l  out  of  the  power 
pf  any  courts  by  preventing  vexatious 
arrefis  for  &andaK  The  defign  of  this 
bill  was  to  Q^xet  the  public  mind  which  had 
recently  been  much  digitated  by  the  Ute  pro« 
ceedings  in  the  cafe  of  Magee. 

Too  much  praife  cannot  be  beflowed  on 
thofe  virtuous  ^haraflers,  who  feflion  af* 
ter  feffion.flruggled  fo  unremittingly  in  the 
fcrviceof  the  people,  lyhh  a  conftant  attention 
to  the  public  good,  from  which  no  confidera- 
tion  could  tempt  them  to  fwerve  :  Mr*  Forbes 
brought  forward  a  bill  for  effefling  a  re- 
fponfibility,  in  the  feryants  of  the  crown  in 
.  the  different  departments  of  the  executive 
government,  to  the  parliament  thereof.  This 
bill  was  defigned  to  eftablilh  in  Ireland  the 
principles  of  the  Britifti  conftitutiqn  and  the 
honour  and  dignity  of   parliament. 
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Im  4  totiutry  where  the  command  of 
thtj  army^  the  execution  of  the  law,  the 
beftowiog  of  ofi^ces,  and  the  power  of  making 
peace  and  war,  axe  all  vefled  in  the  fovcrcign  ; 
if  the  minifters  of  th^t  fovereign  be  not  refpoij- 
fible  for  their  cojidu6),  that  government  is 
defpoiic  in  refpedl  to  the  xDTuing  of  money. 
The  lord  lieutenant  wa^  not  refponfible,  mucli 
lefs  his  fecretary,  fox  he  was  not  known  ^ 
to  the  conftitution,  ^tid  the  chancellor  of 
the  ezcheguer  difclaimcd  all  refponfibility* 

W.HEi^xr04is  in  this  kingdom  there  is  no 
^efponfibility  in  the.  fervanis  of  rhe  crown. 
Until  a  rcfponfibility  in  the  fervants  of  the 
crown  be  fccured  to  the  jurifdiftion  of  par- 
liament, we  cannot  be  confidered  realy  fyee, 
as  at  pr^fent  we  are  only  pietapbj^cally  and 
abflraftedly  fo.  If  a  (hadow  of  rcfponfibility 
^  cxifted  in  the  miniflers  of  the  crown,  it  would 
not  be  fuggefted,  as  it  had'  been  in  the  laft 
feflion  of  parl^aqie^t  that  it  might »  coll  the 
country  half  a  million  in  order  to  bear  dowi^ 
ail  arif^ocracy.  Such  a  fugged  ion  was  not 
compatible  wiih  auy  idea  ol  refpQniibility 
91  all 
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The  bill  was  oppofed  on  two  grounds^ 
The  firft,  that  there  was  a  refponfibility  aU 
ro^dy,  the  other  that  the  refponfibility  propo- 
sed by  the  bill  would  fubvert  the  regal  conr 
f.itution  of  the  country.  To  refute  thi?  firft 
propofuion,  it  is  only  neceffafy  to  confider  the 
manner  of  difburfing  money  fronj  our  txeaf^i* 
ry.  The  firft  ftep,  a  king's  letter,  (igne4  by  his 
majefty,  and  counter-figned  by  the  lords  of 
the  treafury  in  England ;  thofe  officers,  have 
pot  in  this  realm  any  right,  authority,  relldcnce 
pr  refponfibility;  their  .  fignatures  arc  fofajr 
from  furnifhin^  any  refponfibility  to  our  par- 
Ijarnent,  that  they  do  not  admit  of  being  notiy 
ped  by  our  conftitution,  therefore,  thofe  ofli- 
pers  are  pbyfically  irrefpoiifible,  and,  conftitti- 
tionally  unoftenfible.  What  avail  is  jt,  there-: 
fore,  to  have  an  inqueft  in  the  houfe  of  comr 
pions  capable  to  examine  and  impeach,  when 
there  are  none  forthcoming  to  its  jurifdidion. 

Thus  a  king's  letter  furnifhes  no  refpour 
fibility  whatever,  the  letter  is  direfted  to  the 
lord  lieutenant  ;  who  therefore  makes  out  his 
^rarrant,  retiting  the  purport  of  the  letter, 
figned  by  him  at  the  top,  and  his  fecretary 
gt  j:he  bottom.    Here  the  Irifh  executive  afl  he. 


Smce  the  Re'volutiop*  I2| 

gins   to  operate,  but  let  tis   fee  what  kind  of 
refpoufibility  it  affords  \ 

Thb  lord  lieutenant,  it  is  admitted,  is  im- 
peachable bj  parliament.  .His  impeachment 
ivould  only  comn^ence  when  his  commiifioa 
ceafed^  and  when  his  perfon  was  out  of  the  jn« 
rifUi^lian  of  the  realm.  It  would  derogate 
from  our  digqity  tp  impeach  him  before  the 
}ords  of  Great  Britain,  nor  can  we  attack  hfs 
perfon  when  wc  impeajrh  him  before  our 
own  lords. 

As  to  the  lord  lieuienani's  fecretary,  the 
conilitution  does  not  notice  him,  therefore 
he  is  not  in  its  contemplation.  He  may  how- 
ever excite  the  indignation  of  the  kingdom, 
but  cs^n  never  fatisfy  itsjufticc.  Wherefore 
this,  in  the  emphatic  words  of  Mr.  Gfattao, 
can  be  called  by  no  other  name  than  that  of 
a  fugacious  refppnfibility.*' 

Mr.  Hcmf,  who  was  by  no  means  an  enthu- 
fiaft  for  liberty^  obferves  that  in  a  limited 
monarchy  it  is  eflJsfntial  that  minifters  of  the 
ppwn   fhall  be  refponfible  for  their  ajfls,  arid 

he 
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be  adds  tbac  the  orders  of  the  king  muft  oot 
be  a  juflification  ;  and  nty  Lord  Coke,  in  hh 
chapter  on  parliament,  fays,  that  the  houfe  o^ 
frommons  is  the  grand  inquifitor  of  the  natioo^ 
-foe  the  purpofe  of  iaquiring  into  grievances, 
rirbich  arife  not  more  frequently  £com  breach- 
es of  law,  than  from  abufes  of  cegaj  power. 

As  our  revenues  are  not  appropriated,  con* 
fequently  they  are   more    liable  tq    corrupt 

*mifappUcation  in  a  country  where  there  b 
neither  place  bill  nor  penfion  bill,  and  where 
mir  unappropriated  revenue  may  be  con- ' 
\erted  to  innumerable  abjedls  of  venality  and 
influence  ;  a  refponfibility  bill  becomes  abfo- 
Jutely  eflential,  and  more  particularly  fo  froni 
a  recent  declaration  of  one  of  our  minifters 
^iathe  houfe  of  commons  when  he   confeflcd 

, that  in  1769,.  government  bought  a  piajority 
of  our  parliament  with  th^  monfy  of  thona* 
tion,  and  foretold  at  the  fame  tin^e  that  it 
would  happen  again  ip  178^,  and  t|ic  faft  had 

"been  fo. 

As  to  the   fecond  grounds,  ^that  it  would  be 
^  fubverfion  of  the  government,  it  is  unfound-. 
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ed.  It  \rould  certainly  alter  tbe  pradice  of  the 
Iriili  govemitient  as  to  the  difburfemcms  of 
piibtic  money.  A  place  bill  would  o)>erate  ^ 
to  the  reftoration  of  our  govern  raent,  fubverted 
bj'  loofe  and  unptincipled  pra&tces,  the  efieA 
of  an  age  of  domination,  and  which  hare  Ibe- 
come  fo  eflabliihed  in  this  kingdom,  that  the 
minifters  of  the  crown  pronounce  them  to  be 
the  eflcnce  of  our  government. 

Thus  g6vcrnment  would  defend  the  dif- 
burfements  of  public  money  by  the  treafurcrs 
of  Great  Britain,  whom  they  allow  to  have,  no 
legal  authority,  and  by  the  lord  lieutenant  anid 
bis  fecretary,  whom  they  allow  to  offer  no* 
adequate  refponfibility  ;  and  they  oppofe  a  bill 
ivhofc  principles  they  acknov^Iedged,  that  ill 
the  dilburfement  of  public  money,  the  execu- 
tive officer  Ihould  be  forthcoming  to  parlia* 
ment. 

Thus  tbe  change  of  government  on  thisoc* 
cafion  turns  o\it  to  be,  that  government  is 
fubverted,  when  a  praftice  which  they  do 
not  allow  to  be  legal  is  reformed,  by  a  prin- 
ciple they  admit  to  be  conftituiiofial.  Thua 
the  oppofcrs  of  the  bill,  would  not  allow  Ire«' 

land 
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Und  to  have  in  executive  power,  but  tBat 
ihe  fhould  be  gdvfei-ned  even  in  the  dilburfc^ 
ments  of  her  own  niODey  by  the  executive 
ix)wcr  of  Great  Britain;  and  that  the  Briiifh 
miniller,  not  the  king  of  Ireland,  (hould  have 
full  and  etclufive  authority  over  the  Irifh 
treafury.  However  the  bill  was  loft  by  the 
force  of  numbers  alone; 

During  this  feffion  a  committee  had  been 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  and  nia- 
nagement  of  the  police  eftablilhmeht  for  two 
years  laft  paft,  'they  fat  for  forty  two  days,  and 
with  the  Utmoft  patience  and  perfeverance, 
purfued  the  enquiry  committed  to  their  charge. 
They  had  heard  every  thing  that  the  com- 
luiflioiiers  of  police  had  thought  proper  to 
alledge,  they  bad  been  allowed  to  crofs  ex- 
amine every  witnefis  thgy  ehofe,  they  had 
been  called  upon  by  the  committee  for  their 
defence,  they  declined,  after  a  confultatioo 
with  each  other,  making  any. 

YfiT  when  Mr.  Graydon  brought  forward 
the  report  of  the  committee,   the  minifter  op- 
pofed  it,   aotwithftanding  that  Mr  tiraydon 
had  declared  that  the  ofa^dl  of  the  commit- 
tee 
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tcfc  was  not  to  criminate  the  police,  fair  and 
inipartia^  enquiry  was  their  objed  in  the  bu^ 
finefs,  and  he  faid,  that  fairly  and  impahi-' 
ally  they  had  performed  it.  He  alfo  added 
fbat  their  report  wsts  not  fuch  as  would  cri« 
minute  the  police,  for  whatever  faults  tberd 
were,  thefe  were  alfo  cifctimftances  highly 
to  the  c/edit  of  the  inftitution-  However  the 
couatnittee  were  difrefpedfully  treated  by  the 
refufal  of  their  report* 

The  public  atteniioii  was  for  fome  time  di- 
redled  to  this  objeft^  and  v/hen  the  report  was 
iupprefled,     opinions   much    more   injurious 
than   the    report     would    perhaps  authorize^ 
tverc  entertained  againft  the   police  ;    where- 
fore the  friends  of  the  inftitution  did  not  ad 
prudently   by    preventing   the     report'  from 
being  received.      Thus,    by   the    conduct   of 
commHGoners  of  police,  by    having  negledcd 
to    make  any  defence    when   called   upon   to 
do  fo,  they  were  reduced  to  a  fituation  whicli 
frequently   happens  to  perfons   in  the  court.? 
of  juftice,  judgment  went  againft  them  by  de- 
fault,    and  by  the   fuppreffion  '  of  the   report 
<>f  the  comniktee   in  the    houfe  of  comnibr.-. 
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ibe  citiiietis  of  Dublin  eonfidered  them  iii  a 
much  worfe   light  than  tbdy  really  oughn 

If  we  look  back  for  a  few  years,  the 
rctrofpeft  will  affofd  much  fatisfa^lioo  to 
every  Iriftimani  The  pfogfefs  civilizatioa 
'^liad  made  in  the  country,  and  the  benefi-^ 
cial  efiefts  that  have  refulted  ftom  it,  were 
felf-evideiit  in  the  advancement  of  our  agri- 
culture, population,  profperiiy,  and  order. 
Inland  navigations,  undertaken  by  fpirited 
and  patriotic  individuals,  and  encouraged  \yf 
the  liberality  of  parliament  have  cojQtri- 
buted  not  a  little  to  the  civilization  of  the 
country,  by  promoting  its  trade  and  agli-* 
culture. 

Ik  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  bounties 
had  encreafed  from  75,0001,  to  i8i,c)ool. 
this  is  a  convincing  proof  of  the  rapid 
improvement  of  the  kingdom.  It  is  fair  to 
ftate  that  the  profperitjr  of  the  country  has 
coniiderably  encreafed  the  public  expence, 
and  this  confideration  will  fo  far  redound 
to  the  credit  of  government  and  make  fome 
atonement^  for  many  ads  of  prodigality 
and  profufion« 

BXFORB 
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BftORx  the  corn  bcmnties,  which  owe  their 
origin  to  Lord  ?ctj  took  place,  what  was 
the  fituaiioD  of  the  country  ?  Thoufands  of , 
acres  of  fine  arable  land,  lay  uncultivated  and 
uninhabited,  and  the  metropolis  of  a  fertile 
iflandy  wa^  indebted  to  foreign  kingdoms  for 
its  bread.  That  there  were  not  lefs  thaii 
500,cool.  per  annum,  fent  out  of  the  country, 
to  purchafe  corn  for  our  fubfiftence. 

Ik  the  fifteen  years  fince  the  commencement 
of  the  bounties,  compared  with  the  fame  num- 
ber of  years  previous  to  1758,  in  which  the 
bounties  began  to  operate,  the  aflual  gain  to 
the  kingdom  on  the  iucreafe  of  export,  and  de-> 
creafe  of  import  of  corn,  meal,  malt,  and  flour, 
exclufiye  of  all  other  gains  during  that  pe- 
riod amounted  to  i, 1 49, 1 7 2I.  Thus  it  is  felf- 
evident  that  the  agriculture  of  the  kingdom 
muft  have  declined,  if  the  bounties  granted  on 
Ihe  carriage  of  corn,  malt,  meal  and  flour/ 
had  not  prevent-ed  iu 

Since  the  year  1758,  when  the  bounties 
were  granted,  our  agriculture  has  been  con- 
ilantly  encreaiing,  and  the  encreafe  was  un- 
<Jueflionably  occafioned  by  the  operation  of 
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the  bounties.  But  the  ereAion  of  float  inillt 
throughout  the  kiogdom,  muft  be  confi* 
dereci  as  the  chief  means  through  which  the 
bounties  have  effe£led  the  cncreafe,  as  the 
rnills  fumifhed  the  bell  medium  for  conveying 
encouragement  to  the  farmer. 

SiMCs  the  year  1758}  feveral  additioas  and 
improvements  were  made  to  the  fyfiem  of  corn 
bounties.  In  1774,  ^^^  rudiment  of  an  export 
bouniy  was  laid.  In  1778,  the  coaft  and  canal 
houniics  were  added  ;  and  in  1780,  the  inland 
][>ouiity  on  malt  and  flour,  was  exafily  propor- 
uoned  to  the  expence  of  the  carriage,  for  the 
purpofe  of  equalizing  .the  benefits  to  every 
part  of  the  country,  and  an  operative  bounty 
bn  export  was  granted  the  fame  year. 

But  in  1784,  the  fyftem  was  completed  bj 
Mr.  Fofter*s  a£t  This  was  a  wife  and  benefi. 
cial  law,  and  the  right  honourable  founder 
IS  intitled  to  credit  with  the  community  for  it, 
which  is  ever  the  beft  reward  for  public  fer- 
vice.  This  law  completed  the  corn  fyftem  and 
has  been  the  means  of  faving  the  nation  many 
miUions,  to  the  great  increale  of  trade, 
profperity,  and  revenue  of  the  country. 

Local 
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Local  prejudices,  profeffional  interefts,  and 
popular  delufion  have  attempted  to  controvert 
their  utility  ;  but  the  beauties  of  national  im«» 
provement,  the  con^forts  of  national  wealth 
and  the  virtues  of  national  induftry  have  beea 
the  benefits  and  bleffings  derived  from  them  j 
and  we  truft  the  vigilance  and  attention  of 
our  parliament  will  be  ev^r  ^ws^e  for  the  . 
prefervation  of  the  fyftem, 

Various  branches  of  manufa£lures  bava  . 
within  thefe  few  years  made  a  fponfiderable 
progrefd  under  the  encouragement  of  parUa-» 
ment,  particularly  the  cotton  bufmefs  which  by 
thelaudable  exertions,  of  many  individuals  at 
their  own  private  expence»  has  been  brought 
to  the  higheft  pitch  of  perfedion.  It  would 
be  unpardonable  as  we  now  are  treating  of  tfaa 
cotton  manufadure,  to  omit  mentionipg  the 
great  merit  of  Meffrs,  Clarke,  Comerford, 
and  O'Brien,  for  bringing  fo  ufi^ful  and 
cxtcnfive  a  branch  of'  manufadure,  to  fuch 
perfe^on.  Their  unwearied  attention  to  fo 
complicated  a  bufinefs,  as  the  cotton  jnanufac- 
ture,  together  with  the  mviy  improTemems 
made  by  them,  in  almoft  every  proo^fii  of 
the  work,  juftly  entitle  them  to  thf  thanks 
pf  the  Q«tion< 

I  a  Tnt$ 
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This  branch  of  bufinefs  has  made  a  rapid 
progrefs  at  Stratford  in  the  county  Wicklow^ 
a  part  of  the  kingdom  where  no  other  manu- 
faAure  was  carried  on  before.  By  this  ma- 
nufadlure,  eftablifhed  under  the  truly  refpec- 
table  firm  of  MefTrs.Orr  and  Co.  hundreds  of 
the  neighbouring  poor  get  daily  employment 
and  comfortable  fubfifience.  The  face  of  the 
country  i«  vifibly  improved,  habita  of  rndnf* 
try  acquired,  and  morals  and  rcl^ioQ  cultiva* 
ted  in  a  place  where  idlenefs,  poverty,  rude 
and  favage  manners  fo  generally  prevailed,  to 
the  ^difgrace  of  the  country,  the  contempt 
of  the  magiflracy,  and  in  dired  and  opeo 
violation  of  the  laws. 

If  manufadures  were  cftabliihed^  in  many 
other  parts  of  the  kingdom  the  public  tran- 
quillity would  not  be  fo  (hamefully  intemip* 
ted  by  infurgents  of  different  denominations, 
as  it  has  been  and  (HU  continue^q  be  in 
(o  inany  parts  of  Ireland. 

LxT  the  government  enlighten  the  lower 
orders  of  the  people  by  a  compreh^five  and 
liberal  plan  of  education  ;  let  aflfociations  for 
dtfcountenancing  vice  and  propagating  vir- 
tue 
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iue,  morality  and  religion  be  formed  tbrongb- 
out  tbe  kingdom  on  a  plan  fimilar  to  cbat  of 
the  Dublin  aflbciation  ;  let  tbe  magiftracy  of 
the  kingdom,  by  tbeir  example, inculcate  good 
mpTt\ty  and  by  tbeir  attention  to  tbeir  duty^ 
and  ihjtx-  of  the  {^ace  and  KappiQ^s  of  tbe  king** 
dpm,  fupprefs  the  licentioufnefs,  intemperance, 
^nd  turbulent  d^fpofitio;is  of  the  lower  orders 
•of  the  comnnmity;.  Let  the  poor  be  encou- 
raged by  leflcnin  J  their  rack  ripita,  which  are 
fcrewed  ifofa  thje  vitals  of  induilry  to  fupport 
luxury,  idle  parade,  and  wanton  piofufion. 
Let  the  immediate  cultivator  poflefs  an  intereft 
^n  the  foil,  he  contributes  to  fniflify,  ?nd  he 
vfWX  then  fet  about  the  cul^y^tipn  of  it  with 
jCbearfulnefs  and  alacrity*  Let  tbe  wages 
of  Jabour  be  alfo  eqcreafed,  by  which  an  ad- 
ditional incentive  will  be  added  to  indufiry, 
ahd  rude  health  infiiied  into  the  looks,  of  our 
jprefent  hfilf-ilarved  ji^nd  emaciated  peafaopy. 

Jf  thefe  thing*  were  done,  inftead  of  con- 
niving at,  and  fometimes  inciting  the  peafant- 
ry  to  murmur  agalnft  the  parfon  and  tithes, 
then  might  we  hope  to  fee  thejcountry  flourifh 
and  the  noife  of  infurreftion  and  fedition  for 
ever  baniflied  the  land:  The  landlord,  in  or- 
j^rto  conceal  bis  own  intolerably  exaaions 
•  13  artfully 
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artfully  turns  the  attention  of  tbe  poor  to  tbe 
article  of  tithes,  and  lays  the  blame  of  all 
their  diftrefs  and  wretchednefs  at  the  door  of 
the  church. 

But  let  not  the  yeomanry  of  Ireland  beany 
longer  duped  by  fuch  artful  delufions.  *  It  is 
in  rtick  renis^  and  not  in  tithts^  the  evil  com- 
plained of  folely  exifts.  Suppofe,  the  people 
were  gratified  by  the  abolition  .of  tithes,  the 
landlord,  and  not  the  tenant  would  reap  the 
full  benefit  of  it.  This  is  the  reafon  why 
the  landholders  are  fo  vociferous  in  their  mur- 
murs againft  tithes,  and  fo  inattentive  to 
the  rights  of  the  clergy  \  as  by  the  abolition 
of  tithes  they  would  fwell  their  rent-rolls  and 
be  fiirnilhed  with  more  ample  means  of  eila- 
blilhing  nheir  petty  tyranny  throughout  the 
kingdom. 

This  is  not  a  tiine  to  cherifh  difcontentor 
countenance  commotion,  when  all  Europe 
is  convulfed  by  the  horrors  of  war.  The  cx- 
cefs  of  French  liccntioufnefs  ought  to  guard 
all  countries  againft  the  repetition  6f  fuch 
fcenes  as  would  difcard  all  fenfe  of  religion, 
honour  and  humanity.   With  the  example  and 

miferies 
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tniieric^  of  Fraiice  before  thdr  ey<is  all  na<^ 
tions^  ought  t6  Be  perfuided,  that  it  is  better 
to  remain  fatisfied  ^ith  their  fituatlon,  ht 
it  what  it  may,  than  plunge  iiito  all  the  hor- 
rors of  anax^chjr  And  ebhfhfion;  t^hich  evi  hkve 
no  end  but  that  df  defpotifm: 

Ik  i'tahcfe,  JGnbi^the  ^ear  1789;  a  feries 
t^feveiitihslve  happened,  tomrairyto  all  th^ 
talculations  of  {irobability;  An  abfolute  md- 
nafchy  converted  peacieably  idto  a  limited 
bnCii  and  thit  in  an  inidant  changed  into  a  re* 
Jiiiblic,  i^cdmpanied  With  thfc  murder  oftheir 
king».lnj  nmnerouiinftanced  of  horrible  and 
IhOckin^  barbarity;  There  is  not  perhaps  1 
country  in  Europe  whofe  Interefts  are  not 
involved  in  tiki  catallfopbe  of  this  Flrench  rc^ 
Volution. 

TiiB  eftai)1iihnieht  of  a  republic  in  that 
todhttjr,  li^rill  eventually  ftit  up  neighbouring 
kingdoms  td  imitate  their  example  ;  and 
ijrithdut  tbc^  utm0ft  vigilance  and  ptecautiod 
moft  of  th^  ftates  of  EUrop^  may  ejtpetiencc 
aiimilaf  tevolmion. 
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Adimocraot  is  fo  abfurd  a  form  of  go* 
yernmeat,  that  no  prudent  man  vr\\  ever  cd* 
courage  fo  wild  a  fyftem.  It  poffcfles  neither 
union  of  fentimem,  prudence,  difpatch,  nor 
fecrecy,  which  are  alleflfeDtial  to  a  well-formed 
government.  A  democracy  only  tends  to  dif- 
.tra£l  a  nation,  and  deprive  it  of  happinefs. 
Our  manners,  arts,  fciences,^  and  our  modes 
of  life  ;  all  the  enjoyments  on  which  the 
happinefs  and  fpendor  of  our  age  depend, 
are  in  dired  oppolition  to  a  republican  form 
of  government. 

In  order  to  eftabli(h  a  fjrftem  o&  govern- 
mefnt  on  the  bafis  of  perfed  equality  among 
men,   Vip   muft  recur    to    the  fimplicity  of 
primitive  ages,    and  enter    once    more  into 
a  ftate  of  nature.    In  this  refpe£l  the  Frencli- 
have   erred.    Their  republican  government 
is  founded  on  the  deftruAion  of  all  the  advan* 
tages  of  which  the  prefent  age  is  diftinguiflied  ; 
in  order  to  attain  their  objeft,  they  conceived 
it  necefiary  to  confound  every  fpecies  of  pro- 
perty ;     and  force  the  humaii  mind  into  a 
diffembled  acquiefcence,  by  cruelty  andte^* 
for. 
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In  the  rDoni  of  hereditary  ariftocracj,  they 
have  fubflitutcd  that  of  the  populace;  whb» 
being  lets  uader  the  dominion  of  reafon  and 
found  educatiou,  mud  of  cottrfe  ezercife  a  ty- 
ranny the  more  intolerable  )  and  this  has 
been  the  cafe.  T  he  palaces  and  coftly  fufni« 
ture  of  the  nobility  and  clergy  could  not  be 
equally  divided,  they  confequently  became 
ibe  prey  of  the  moil  daring  and  impudent 
plunderers. 

EzpKKixKCK  pioves  that  it  is  no  difficult 
talk  to  alienate  the  afie£lions  of  fubjeds  by 
the  fpecious  dodlrine  of  liberty ;  and  that  it 
is  mucbeafier  to'overthrow,  than  to  ere^:  and 
2bS  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  are  moft  nu- 
Dieious  in  every  ^^jter  of  the  univerfe»  evd* 
ry  ft  ate  has  to  ™preliend  the  example  of 
PVance  and  the  infuHon  of  her  principled. 
Thus  anarchy,  licentioufnefs,  and  levelling 
principles  may^  without  the  titmoft  precaution, 
'--tuake  the  tour  of  Europe, 

Thk  timesr  are  truly  alarming,  and  it  be- 
comes the  duty  of  every  good  cftizen  t0 
contribute  to  the  prefervation  of  our  prc- 
fent    fy(|etti  of  government,  and  to  fet  Wis 

face 
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fece  againft  the  introdu£Uon  of  wild  fan- 
tafiical  apd  democratic  fyftems*  The  ddo 
^irincs  frequently  held  forth,  that  republican 
governments  are  efTentiaUy  neceflary  to  con* 
ftitue  liberty,  we*  abfolutely  deny  ;  our  owa 
coniiitytibn  gives  a  direct  contradidlon  u> 
(he  a(]&riion. 

AD  1*7   1   I- 1  BURT  Y,  in   its  proper  accepta* 
'     '  *   tion,    confifts  in  obeying   fuch 

laws  as  are  framed  by  the  people  themfelves. 
It  is  in  thofe  laws  the  fovereignty  refides, 
and  where  the  king  to  whom  the  execution 
of  the  law  is  committed,  is  equally  fubjefi 
to  it  as  any  of  his  people,  there  they  enjoy 
as  much  freedom  as  it  compatible  with  true 
happixtels.  But  where  democracy  reigns  tri* 
nimphant,  there  anarcKf  sad  horror,  erefi 
thpir  Uopdy  ilandard* 

At  fach  &  crifis,  *  it  behoves  all .  thofe  who 
are  blefled  with  affluence  to  devote  a  portion 
of  it»  in  encour^ing  the  trade,  commercei 
and.  manufadkures  ,of  t^his  country,  where  for 
a  lenj[ib  ^f  time  abfurd  and  impolitic  laws 
had  fettered  the  eflPorts  of  the  nation  wuh  re- 
igfiGi  to  its  commerce  and  manufadured,  and 

debarred 
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debarred  the  great  mafs  of  the  people  from 
becomiiig  afefal  to  themfelves  or  to  the  com- 
inunity. 

Whsriiorb  the  man  who  wifties  to  pro- 
mote the  temporal  and  fpiritual  happinefs  of 
the  people,  will  be  moft  fedulous  in  de- 
vifing  ways  and  means  to  keep  them  ufefully 
employed  ;  fuch  a  man  will  be  juftly  efteemed 
a  public  blefling,  as  induftry  is  the  fouroe  of 
all  the  comforts  and  folid  advantages  that 
mankind  enjoy;  on  the  contrary,  idlenefs 
is  the  origin  of  moft  of  the  evils  and  calami- 
ties which  wo  labour  u^er. 

A  WORK  of  diftinguifiied  merit  has  lately 
made  its  appearance  on  the  important  fubjeA 
of  providing  employment  for  the  people. 
It  is  the  produ&ion  of  the  learned  and  ingeni- 
ous Do&or  Crumpe,  of  Limerick.  In  this 
work,  with  great  depth  of  erudition  and  abi- 
lity, the  Doflor  invefiigates  generally  the  er-» 
rbrs  and  defers  which  obftruA  and  check 
the  fprings  of  induftry  and  labour,  and  he 
points  out  the  beft  mode  of  providing  gene- 
ral employment  for  the  whole  kingdom.    He 

ably 
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ably  refutes  the  imputatioo  of  indolence,  atr 
tached  to  the  Iriih  charafierby  fuperficia| 
obfervers.  The  performance  is  well  worth  the 
pcrufal  of  every  love?  gf  his  country, 

Tjf «  minifter,  in  the  late  aft  for  encourag- 
ing the  brewery  by  difcouraging  the  diftil- 
lerics,  encreafed  the  revenue  without  re- 
moving the  intoxication.  By  this  aA,  wliifkey 
was  to  be  rendered  unattainable  by^  raifing  it 
an  halfpenny  a  quart,  ^nd  ftrong  beer  was  to 
be  brought  into  coufumption  by  powering  it 
the  one  hundredth  part  of  a  farthing  a  quart. 
This  was  the  encouragement  to  bring  a  whokr 
fome  beverage  into  general  ufe,-  as  the  anu- 
dote  to  a  mod  calamitous  and  deleteric^QS 
poifon, 

Thi  obje£l  of  Mr.  Latouche's  bill,  was  nqt 
only  to  lower  the  duty,  but  to  take  off  the  re- 
ftri6lions  afie£ling  the  brewery,  in  order  to 
give  it  a  decided  preference.  But  to  this  aft, 
they  have  added  a  new  reAriflion  affeAing  the 
quantity  of  liquors  each  brewer  made  ;  and 
m  order  to  exclude  the  fmaller  brewer  froip 
the  trade,  they  impofed  a  new  reflrifiiuo- 
Thus  in  fadl  the  bill  has  operated  to  the  cn- 
rreafc  of  revenue  and  the  continuation   of 

intoxication 
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intoxication  ;  to  the  manifeft  lofs  of  the  com- 
munity, by  dcftroying  the  health  and  morah 
of  the  people.  This  is  an  evil  ofthefirft 
magnitude,  and  loudly  calls  on  the  legifla- 
lure  for  reformation. 

Tk»  years  had  now  elapfed  fince  the  caufe  of 
the  Roipan  Catholics  had  particularly  engaged 
the. attention  of  parliament.    The  good  offices 
wc  owe  to  each  other,  the  indulgence  which 
is  due  to  fellow   fubjeAs-recommended  and 
endeared   by    the    unimpeached  condu^  of  a 
century,  naturally  call  our  attention  to  the  . 
fubje£i»  at   a  period^  when  the  public  mind 
is  become  more  enlightened,  and  when  preju-, 
dices   are  daily  yielding  to  confidence  and 
afieflion. 

In  the  year  1774,  the  legiflaturc  firft  grati- 
fiedtbe  Roman  Catholics  with  an  opportunity 
of  teflifyiug  their  allegiance,  by  framing  an 
oath  for  them,  competent  to  that  teft,  without 
implicating  any  article  of  religious  faith  or 
fpeculative  opinion.  Four  years  after,  the  le- 
giflaturc wifely  confiding  in  their  oaths,  te- 
w^arded  their  fidelity  by  many  fubflaniial  con- 
^efj^ons. 


Iir 
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In  the  year  1784,  the  fpirit  of  tolcratian 
further  extended  itfelf^  and  gained  a  further 
afcendancy  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics. 
The  f}dlem  of  intolerance  began  fomewhat  to 
relax,  and  what  prejudice  had  adopted  as  a 
prefervation,  moderation  began  now  to  vievr 
as  little  ftiort  of  oppreflion. 

On  the  25th  of  January,  1792,  Sir  Hercutes 
Langrifhe,  introduced  a  bill  into  parliament 
for  removing  certain  reflraints  and  difatrilitics 
under  which  his  majefty's  Roman  Qitholic 
fubjefts  laboured9  from  ftatutes  at  that  time 
in  fdrce. 

It  was  Sir  Hercules's  plan,  to  give  the  Ro. 
man  Catholic  the  pradice  and  profeflion  of 
the  law ;  to  rdlore  them  to  education  entire 
and  unreftrained,  and  to  allow  intermarriage, 
by  repealing  that  cruel  llatute  that  tends  to  be- 
tray female  credulity,  and  illegitamizes  the 
offspring  of  a  vinuous  mother.  And,  finally, 
to  remove  thofeobflrudlions  to  ans  and  manu- 
faftures  that  limit  the  number  of  apprentices, 
which  are  neceffary  to  afEft  and  promote  trade! 
This  pafled  into  a  law. 

Thus 
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Thus  the  legalityof  iatcrmarri»ge  betwccQ 
proteAams  and  catholics  was  ellabliibed.  The 
uaiverfity  was  thrown  open  to  the  catholics, 
and  tbejr  were  admitted  to  the  benefits  of 
education,  and  all  teftridions  upon  their  in« 
dufiry,  in  trade  and  manufa£lures^  were  re* 
,  Oioved. 

A    ¥-1   •*.  ^     A  1*£T  IT  ION  from  the  Catholics 

A-  D*  179^* 

of  Dublin^  was  prefented  thi:s, 
rcflioD,  praying  to  be  admitted  to  a  participa- 
\iou  of  the  eleftive  franchife-  In  fupport  of 
the  pfrtiiioo  it  was  maintained,  that  admitting 
the  catholics  to  a  participation  of  the  ele^vi; 
franchife,  would  not,  as  was  by  many  fcriouf* 
ly  apprehended,  affeA  the  fettlement  of  the 
conflitution  at  the  revolution  of  i68ii. 

On  confuliing  the  hiftory  of  our  country, 
Y^e  find,  that  there  was  not  any  fettlement  ojf 
the  conflitution  of  Ireiapd  9X  that  period  ;  the 
fecurity  of  oiir  religion  and  property  were  the 
benefits  which  the  pcoteilants  of  Ireland  de^ 
rived  from  the  revolution  ;  eOcntial  and  im^ 
ponant  advantages,  which  juftly  entitle  the 
event  to  commemoration.  But  our  efforts 
to  obtain  a  participation  of  the  benefits  of  the. 

fettlement 
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fcttlcmcnt  of  the  coiifticuiioa  of  England  at  the 
jrcvoltttioiii  and  of  thofc  ujeafurcs  for  the  fc- 
ctrrityof  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubjeii 
which  grew  out  of  that  fettlenicnt,  have  bccu 
invariably  refilled  by  the  Britifh  miuillry. 

The  aft  by.  which  the  Roman  Caibolics 
were  deprived  of  the  eleftive  fianchife  palled 
at  a  period  long  fubfequent  to  the  revolution. 
It  had'  not  originated  in  any  delinquency  of 
the  people  of  that  pcrfuafion,  the  law  was 
ciiaSed  after  the  experience  of  twenty  years 
of  th^ir  peaceable  6ondu(^»  and  vrhich  they 
liad  flnce  uniformly  purfued,  untainted  by 
the  example  of  two  rebellions  in  the  filter 
kingdoOL. 

The  reafons  afTigned  for  rejefiing  the  bill 
were,  that  Ireland  was  the  laft  of  all  nations 
of  Europtf,  which  felt  the  hand  of^ civilization, 
and  that  it  would  be  imprudent  to  impart  the 
full  benefits  of  the  confiitution,  to  men  who 
were  not  as  yet  competent  to  receive  it-  That 
it  would  be  impoliuc  to  offer  the  privileges  of 
perfcA  focrety  to  thofe  that  were  fcarccly 
in  the  iSrft  ftage  of  civilization. 


It 
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If  was  infifted  that  we  ihoold  wait  till  tb« 
late  laws  )q  their  favoiit  had  operated,  to  fee 
their  cffea».    Th«t  lo   intcreft  the  catholic* 
in  the  fettlcmcnt  of  property,     the  ))OWcr  0/ 
purchaiiDg    lands    had    bees    given    them, 
that  they   had  b'een  allowed  the  Benefit*  of 
education  to  enfighien  them,  and  that  by  in- 
termarriage with  cathelics,    we   would  en^ 
.  ^reafe  our  connexion  and  render  our  inter^ 
the  fame ;  and  that  having  admitted  them  to 
the  bar,  their*  minds  would  become  more 
liberal ;  but  it  was  contended,  that  all  thofe 
caufes  Ihould  operate   before  the    eU&ire 
,  Icancl^ife,    xheuliimatum  0I  power,  Wa^  con<* 
ferried  on  them.  [ 

Parties  are  seeeflafly  mz&ttft^,  hat 
religion  when  brought  into  pairty,  n^uft  al- 
ways be  defiru£^ive4  In  this  kingdom  it  has 
been  too  long  the  cafe;  itcriild  we  could 
forget  its  confeqti  enees ! 

Tms  fietiiion  of  the  catboCics  przyw%  to.  be 
admitted  to  the  ele^ve  franchife,  jfiras  rp- 
jeded  by  amajomy  of  feventyfive. 

Vol.  H.  K-  Whkn 
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Whim  Irelaud  aflerted  her  right  to  trade 
*whh  the  whole  world,  there  was  no  refer- 
vatiou  made  with  regard  to  India.  We  might 
have  proceeded  dire£Uy  to  thofe  weal- 
•  thy  regions,  had  we  not  refirained  onrfelves 
by  our  revenue  law.  Laft  fcffion  the  atten- 
^  tion  of  the  houfe  was  drawn  to  this  impor- 
.tant  queftiou.  It  was  clearly  proved  that. 
Ireland  paid  upwards  of  500,000!.  a  year  to 
England  for  India  goods  alone ;  but  this 
year,  the  reafons  for  aflerting  our  right,  were 
ftronger  than  they  were  laft ;  inafmuch,  » 
the  minifter  was  to  fettle  his  bargain  with 
the  Eaft  India  company^  which*  if  he  wte 
permitted  to  do  withdut  any  claim  being 
made  on  the  part  oC  Ireland,  it  might  be  al* 
ledged  that  we  had  ucitly  renounced  our 
rights  in  favour  of  the  Eaft  India  company. 

Ik  order  to  obviate  fuch  eonftradicMis,  and 
thereby  to  open  a  dired  trade  between  this 
country  and  India.  Mr.  Ponfonby  moved, 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  repeal  every 
taw  which  prohibited  a  trade  from  Irdand 
to  the  countries  lying  Ei^ward  of  the  Ca^e 
of  GoodL  Hope* 

Whm 
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WriiM  wc  had  obtained  the  free  trade  ill 
the  year  1779,    the  India    trade: was  omit- 
ted, it  was  alfo  binitied  in  the  year   178 2# 
In  1783  and  1784:    Mr.  Corry  with  that  «eal 
and  integrity  ivhich  have  ever*  marked  his  cha« 
rai£ler  in  the  ferviceofhis  country,  moved 
^  for  a  committee  to  take,  into  confideratioa 
the  £aft  India  trade  j  and  the  right  of  the 
country  was  in    confequehce  acknowledged. 
*  But  Mr.  Corry  did  not  prefi  the  bufinefs  any 
farther,  clearly  perceiving  he  had  not  fuppoi^t 
to  carry  it  into  efie£t« 

.  Our  right  to  the  trade  bemg  thus  eftablifli* 
ed,  it  was  conceived  to  be  moft  prudent  to 
:  V  accede  to  a  temjporary  rclinquilhihcnt  of  the 
,  exercifb  of  it.  The  trade  to  China  was  con- 
ceived to  be  thi  worft  fof  a  country  fituated 
like  this,  which  required  i  quick  return,  and 
not  the  very  flow  diie,  which  a  ttadd 
that  requires  i,  navigation  equal  to  the  cir- 
cumference 6f  thd  globe  would  yield:  Such 
is  the  trade  of  China;  tt  was. not  a  trade  thatt 
exported  manufadure  and  brought  home  mo* 
Hey,  nor  even  a  trade  which  exchanged  ma- 
litifaAure  for  manufaAure,  f>ut  a  trade  which 
required  an  expdrt  of  money,  Aiid  a  return  of 
tnanufaAure,  And  that  too  the  floweft  pofli- 
^le  return. 

Ka  Mtt> 
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TpocTok  AoawSmith,  who  may  be  confider- 
ed  ohe  of  the  fipft  poViiic^l  writers  of  the  age, 
|ii  of  opinion,  that  it  \vould  be  better  for  ^ 
country  of  fmall  capital,  to  buy  for  feme  tin»- 
eveft  at  an  high  price  from  other  Enfcpean 
nations,  the  Eaft  India  goods  it  had  bccafion 
for^  than  to  import  them*  di»re6lly  fvaoi  the 
Eaft  Indies. 

What  it  might  Ibfc  by  the  Bigli  price  ol^ 
thefe  goods,  he  fays  could  feldom  be  equal  to* 
the  loft  which  it  would  fuftain  by  the  de- 
ftru£UoD  of  a  large  portion  of  its  capiul  froo^ 
other  employments,  mo^  neceflary^  or  inorc 
juitable    to    its^  circumflances   and   lituatioaL 
than  a»  dir<Cl  twde  to  India-    M  r.  Ponfbnby*s 
motion  fell  to  the.  ground,    on  whkh  occafion^ 
he:  declared  that  he  nerer^  would  vote  with^ 
any^adminiftration   until  this,  and  the  other* 
meafurea  to  which   he    and  the  gentlemen 
with  whom   h^  adlcd,  were  pledged,   Ihould- 
be  obtained. 

Mr.  Jams9  Stewart,  member  for  the 
couQty  Tyrone,  has  oa  many  occafions  de- 
tnonilrated  his  patriotifm  and  integrity   io: 

ibe 
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jJbiefeDate;  bui  his  eje/iions  oa  behalf  of  (be 
|iti;eibyt^ri^Q  c!org^,  dujing  this  f-pflioiu^  do 
honour  tp  his  humanitj^,  ^nd  have  iippr^C^ 
fed  a  body  of  ioyal  futjje^ts,  who.  were  by 
iM)  means  rewarded  according  .to  their  me- 
rits or  wants,  with  .fentiI^e^t8  of  j^f  atitude 
pot  to  be  oblil€rated. 

Thb  prelbyterlan  ipiniftc^s  of  the  province 
pflJUler,  jre^bodyof  meq,  whofe  charac- 
ters  apd  condujft  place  ihem  high  inth«  eftfc 
piation  of  their  country.  Mr*  Stewart  moved 
the  honfe  relitive  )o  £bnpe  further  pcovjU 
fion  fof  thof^  minifi^rs.  And  it  muu  be  allow- 
ed that  no  body  of  people  have  a  (^rooger 
cj^im  on  the  generoii^y  of  parliaoirat^ 

ThM  pic&yterians  of  UWfir  art  taught  by 
tht  example^  as  well  ^  th<^  precepts  of  iheir 
dergy,  t<>  be  .peaceable,  indiiAfious,  obcdi- 
cnt  to  th£  laws,  and  ]refpe&iVil  to  nngiftraey. 
By  the  charge  op  the  eftablifhment  in  favoujr 
of  non-conforming  miniflers,  the  dividend 
amongft  them  did  pot  on  an  irverage  exceed 
to\.  each,  a  fum  totally  inadequate  to  their 
^4Uts  ^nd  their  mevxtorioiis  fervjces. 

K3  'To 
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To  ibis,  it  to  be  added  afum  of  800I.  a 
year,  paid  out  of  the  k|ng*s  privy  purfe,  an4 
yirhich  fum  is  now  t^uiily  divided  betwee9 
the  fynod  of  Ulfter  and  the  miniftcrs  of  the 
Southern  aflfociatiop;  this  was  a  grant  of 
peorge  the  I.  as  an  acknowledgement  for  the 
fervice^s  of  the  prelbyterians  of  Ireland,  in 
jfuppdrt  of  t^e  prpteftant  fucc^on  in  ^tbe 
houfe  of  Hanover ;  to  which  fucceflion  the 
pref<mt  pofleflors  of  the  grant  are  a^  flronglf 
atuched  as  their  predeceflfors  were. 

Ik  confcquencc  of  Mr.  Stewart's  reprefenta- 
tion,  it  was  unanimoufljr  agreed  to  by  the 
houfe  of  commonSy'that  an  humble  addrefa 
ihould  be  prefcntcd  to  his  majcfty,  befeeching 
him  to  take  into  his  confideration  the  fituation 
of  the  prclbytcrian  miniftcrs  of  this  kingdom, 
and  to  make  fuch  further  proviiion  for  tbenit 
as  in^his  wifdom  us d  bounty  he  (haUthiiik 
^t,  and  that  the  houfe  would  make  good  the 
fame. 

In  the  event  of  this  bufmefs,  nolefsthan  half 
a  million  of  his  majefty's  loyal  fubjedls  were 
idieeply  involved,  m^  whofe  attachonent  to  the 
fovcreign  and  his  illuftrious  family  is  unquef- 

tionable 
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uonabIe»  and  who  proved  ihemfelves  ilic 
liered^ry  friends  of  that  happy  copftituiion 
to  the  eftabUlhnient  of  which  their  ancefton 
lb  eminently  contributed* 

Ih  bringing  before  parliament  a  fubje^  of 
faci  importance,  the  prefbyterian;}  were  hap- 
py in  ihe  feIe£tiou  of  their  advocate,  who  for 
Tefpedability  and  character  is  fecoiid  to  na 
Vian  in  the  kingdom,  and  his  fnpporti  maXt 
add  a  weight  and  dignity  tp  every  caufe  that 
becomes  ^be  object  of  it.  .  \.         ,     • 

^  Oti  the  2t7th  of  February,  as  the  houfe  of 
commons  fat  in  committee,  to  enquire  into  the 
effed  of  the  fpirit  r^^ulation,  and  were  exa- 
mining witneflea  on  the  fubjeA,  they  were  in- 
terrupted by  the  ironfufed  voices  of  perfon$ 
on  the  roof  The  hpufe  being  alarmed,  the 
clerk  was  fent  up  to  examine  what  had  hapr 
pened,  he  in  a  few  moments  gave  notice  from 
above,  that  the  roof  was  on  fire,  and  that  thp 
dome  would  probably  fall  in  within  iive  mi- 
nutes. 

Tub  Speaker,  with  that  coolnefs  and  pre^ 
fence  of  mind,  peculiar  to  himfelf,  immedi- 
ately 
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ately  rcfuined  the  cliair  krxd  put  t)ie  queftion 
<>f  adiouuimeDt  whidi  ^affi^d  whliout  oppo^ 
fitioQ,  a3  may  be  reasonably  foppofod^  oa 
fucli   aa  ca^erffeDcy. 

KbrwiT^STAMPi^G^vf^ry  poffible  affiftancii 
wasinlllantly  giveo,  yet  the  progrefe  of  the  fiwr 
was  fo  dreadfiilty  rapkt»  that  in  lefs  than  twa 
jbonfs  tbe  houfe  ofcommoBS,  whole  b^uttful 
architecture  axid  difpa&ioti,  exeited  th<f  admi- 
ration of '  fordgnersy  waa  buraed  to  ti^ 
ground. 

iif  this  dttzifiil  accJdetjt  Aone  of  the  r^ 
Cords  iaiud  journals  of  the  houfe  were  deftroy- 
ed,  owing  to  the  vigi]ance  and  uncommon  ex^ 
ertion  of  the  Speaker,    The  getitlcmen  of  th<| 
college,  the  military  and  "all  defcrtptions  or 
citizens  who  attended,  nfed  their  utnioft  and 
moft  anxious  efforts   for  tfcc  prefervation  of 
the  building  and  the  prdteftion  of  every  artt- 
f^le  of  importance,  and  their  cicerttons  were 
crowned   with  a  great  degree  of  juceefs  in 
preventing   any   farther   mifchief    than   had 
unavoidably  occurred.        ' 

As 
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k%  the  public  mind  was  epnlidefabiy  alarm- 
#d  b)r  this    dreadful   conflagraiion!,   ii  wa^ 
tlicHigbt  expedient  to  appoint  a  Gommittec  for 
tbe  purpofe  of  enquiring  fntq  ^he  caufe  and 
^riglB    of  thif  unfortunate  event.     Afier  the 
committee  bad  fat  for  a  cpn^derable  length 
of  WRt^  4ftKl  bad  made  the  moft  ferious  en« 
Qtfiry  ioto  the  caufe  of  tbe  fire  by  which  the 
httofior  of  the  houfe  was  burned,  yet  the  fub-* 
fiance  of  tbe  report  was>  that  the  fire  was  en* 
tirely  owing  to  ap  accidental  caufe.    Thus  th# 
Infamous    imputations    alledged   againft  the 
catholics,  reverted   back  on  thp  heads  ^f  the 
l^afe  authors  of  the  vile  calupiny,  which  was 
fb  indullrioufly    circulated    and    fo  eagerly 
fwallowed  by  their  enemies,  who  attempted  on 
this  ocoifioii  to  blacken  theic  ch^iraAers,  by 
afertbtng  a  fire  that  was  proved  to  have  been 
purely  accidental,  to  the  machinations  of  a 
popiih  plot.    But  the  report  of  the  committee 
compJetely  filcnced  the  further  propagation  of 
fo  unfounded  ^nd  (b  malignant  ^  charge. 

This  feffion,  a  reciprocal  preference iu  tbe 

corn-trade    with   Great   Britain  was   carried 

*  •  ■    * 

into  rfie<^>,  a  fyft^m  beneficial  to  both  countries 
2U3d  effemiaHy  advantMCou^  to  the  agricuhurc 

of 
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of  this  kingdom.  Some  further  fteps  were 
taken  to  check  the  ezcefliYe  ufe  of  fpiritu^&s 
JiquorS)  but  a  decided  preference  had  by  no 
means  been  given  to  our  breweries. 

Thk  confequence  was,  what  might  reafoaa' 
My  have  been  expe^ed ;  that  the  confumption 
of  beer  had  decreafed,  ahd  that  of  home  fpi* 
Tits  bad  encreafed,  and  this  will  ever  be  the 
cafe,  tintil  all  reftri£lions  are  totally  removed 
from  the  brewery. .  During  this  feffion,  oppofi- 
tion  was  as  unfucce&ful  as  in  the  laft ;  tbe 
place,  pcnfion,  f  efpohilbility  and  police  bill^ 
were  rejeAed. 

It  appeared  that  one  eighth  of  tbe  grofs  re- 
venue of  the  kingdom,  which  confined  af 
i,6oo,oo6l.  wajs  divided  amongft  mombert  of 
parliament.  One  hundred  and  thirteen  plac« 
men  and  penfiQuers  were  in  parliament,  ^y 
fuch  inftruments,  adminiitration  was  govern- 
ing the  country,  ihro'  a  fyftem  replete  with 
evil,  and  if  not  checkedj  will  eventually  over- 
whelm the  conflitution^ 

TnsRx  is  no  man  capable  of  refie£lios, 
who  does  not  fee  this  country  verging  to  fome 
graod  crtfis  ;  we  hope,  not  to  an  union  with 

Britain 
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Bmain  nor  ytt  to  var,  bt^  to  r^fermation,  €& 
feded  not  by  tb^  violence  of  the  people,  but 
by  their  weigbt,  operating  on  a  confiUutional  • 
'and  parliamentary  fcale.  But  ihoald  our 
repeated  efforts  to  controul  the  progrefs*  of 
unconftitttiional  influen<»  not  fucceed,  doubt 
»nd  darknefs  cloud  our  future  profpeiQa,  and 
dangeir  and  confufion  n&ay  ufher  in  the  next 
century. 

Mpif  sY  refted  upon  paper,  is  the  fupport 
of  our  government ;  fhould  that  fink  under 
the  hand  of  time,  the  government  would  va« 
pifti ;  fofonk  the  government  of  France,  be- 
paufe  it  relied  not  o|i  the  afiedions  of  the  peo- 
ple»  but  on  revenue;.  Cicero  enumerates  four 
inodef  qf  government;  by  afir<;A;on,  ^otA' 
dcnce,  admiration  and  cwjuption.  Our  go- 
frernmem  it  m^ft  be  admitted,  is  not  fuppprt- 
ed  by  the  two  firft  modes:  it  excites  no^ 
doubt  admiration,  but  it  is  of  that  ipecies, 
ivbich  profuiion  and  cxtrav^ance  never  f?il 
to  produce. 

The  made  of  governing  a  country  by  eor- 
Xuption,  Is  a  weak  and  imprudent  one,    un« 

liable 
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k^  fleedB|(  u  tlie  ^tfjp&ibojr  of  tU  proftitittft 

yt^m^nryi  perhaps  infltttoee  migkt  theft  bt 
^temed  etitpedient  to  coimteraA  ilie  toi>  high 
tone  of  democracy.  But  the  rcverfe  be)6g  tlie 
|Stuafi9^  pf  the  country,  the  neceffity  ibr  « 
weight  of  infli^eifce  |n  parliaaient  ^<^cs  n<K 
♦xift. 

In  the  reign  of  William,  .the  croyn  Jiail 
po  fway  in  parliament  wh^itfopve^,  and  yet 
was  in  no  danger.  It  was  a  weaic  defence 
in  government,  that  they  only  did  mhtt 
their  predeceflgrs  had  done  ;  as  vel)  migh( 
the  harlot  defend  her  infamy  liy  the  proft)* 
tution  of  her  parent,  or  man  his  courage  by 
^  \he  tergiverfaiioij  of  Ijis  fi^ther. 

The  progrefs  of  civilizatiQn,  and  that  of 
{>:uowIedge,  have  encreafed  the  jlIuminauoQ 
of  man,  to  that   degree;  that  fi^cl^  miniilerial 

argumcflm 


flK^gn^ments  inftetd  of  convincing  x\it  people^ 
teiyd  only  to  ezch#  thdfr  ridicule  and  i-n-'^ 
dlignation^ 

AtjD  if  gOvCf nmcnt  fete  dctefmincd  to  jSef- 

ifevcrfe  in  their  ufnal  mode  of  proceeding *^ 

*hcy  win  find    themfetvetf  totally  miftaten, 

Sis  they  win  be  as  rncompetent  to  govef  n  by 

fucb  modes  as  tbey  liave  fbrmei^Iy   purfued, 

as  tbe  mariner/ eter  sicctifiomed  to  peacefiiV 

feas  never  ruflBicd  by  tbe  ftortn,  wtould,  to* 

gpide  bis  bark  in  tbe  innnenfe  and  trouble^. 

6cean. 

It  is  w(th  no  lefs  di^dence  tlian  pain^ 
iStidX  we  find  onrfelvcs^  obliged  to  differ  on 
the  fubjefi  of  titbes,  from  a  modern  writer 
oi  acknowledged  merit  and  talents.  He  pla- 
ces tithes  under  tbe  bead  of  injudicious  taxes^ 
operating,  as  a  clog  to  induftry,  and  an  ifU" 
|te(fiment  to  agrtculture. 

WjK   freely   admit>    tliat   on    a   fupcrficial 
view  of  the  fubje£l,  tithes,  appeared  to  us  in 
the  (ame  point  of  view  ;   but  in  conducing 
&ixt  refearches  with  that  attention  the  impor- 
tance 
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tance  of  the  fubjed  demanded^  wc  are  clcaf< 
ly  decided  m  opinion,  .that  the  abolition  of 
tithes  would  ultimately,  neither  tend  to  the 
improvement  of  the  country^  nor  the  benefit 
of  the  peafaatry.  We  appeal  to  the  good  fecfe 
of  the  people  of  Ireland;  would  the  pe^fantry 
of  the  country,  be  relieved  an  atom  of  their 
burthens,  were  lands  totally  exempt  from 
tithes  ? 

Thr  landlord  would  immediately  avail 
himfelf  of  the  exemption^  by  raifing  the  r^ts, 
and  encreafiog  bis  rent-roll.  And  in  whit- 
ever  mode  the  clergy  would  be  provided  for 
by  the  legillature,  the  people  would  ftilL  be 
fubje£l  to  the  payment  of  the  provifion  fub- 
fiiiuted  in  the  place  of  tithes,  for  the  main* 
teuance  ofthcclergy* 

Tithes,  and  the  laws  by  which  they  have 
been  eftablilhed  and  regulated,  upon  a  clofe 
infpe£lion,  will  appear  to  have  beeii  admira- 
bly well  contrived  for  the  fupportof  the  cler- 
gy, and  tKe  eafe  of  the  people.  By  this 
mode  of  fubfiftence,  the  property  of  the  clergy- 
man iile9  and  falls,  as  is  moft  equitable,  with 

that 
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ihat  of  his  pariflioners,  and  bears  t  fair  pro- 
ponioa  to  the  progrefs  or  declenfion  of  the 
country. 

In  l>ad  feafons,  the  faroiers  fuffering  'un- 
der the  hardfliips  of  fcantjr  crops,  are  not 
burtheaed  wnh  the  payment  of  a  fixed  annu- 
al Aim,  as  their  quou  to  the  clergyman  ;  but 
mre  called  on,  at  their  own  option  to  pay  a 
film  of  money,  as  a  moderate  compenfation 
lor  the  tenth  part  of  fuch  fcanty  crops,  or 
to  fet  out  to  the  parfon,  the  legal  tenth  part 
of  the  crop,  beyond  which  no  avarice  of  the 
clergyman,  nor  management  of  his  farmers, 
not  pjpCton^  can-ever  augment  the  amount 
•f  fuch  tithes. 

Thus  it  becomes  the  parfon's.  private  in- 
tereft  to  encours^e  and  promote  habits  o£L. 
temperance,  induftry,  and  (kill  amongft  his 
pariihoners  ;  and  thus  his  fpiritual  conneA-^ 
.  ion  with  them,  becomes  ftrengthened,  by  the 
*iditional  incitement  of  temporal  advan* 
Ugc. 
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SBECtiA^iYi  wiiierihavepfoppfed  fundijr 
.plans  for  the  maiotentoce  of  the  clergy,  biit 
they  appear  in  general  too  vifionar y  and  flimly, 
ID  merit  obfcrva»i[on.  Some  have  elpr^d 
a  wilh  that  the  provifionr  fcr  the  clergy  ftiould 
be  afceriained  ifn, money  from  lioic  to  time,'  bf 
commftfioners,  iKen  prefenved  by  grand  juried, 
and  apploued  and  lev?ed,  asconnty  charges 
and  prefentmems  are  att  preftnt  .In  litis 
i^ingdonr. 

finx  wretched  indeed- would  be  the  prop^r^ 
ty  and  interefts  of  our  clergy,  and  confe^ 
quently  our  reVigion,  if  they  were  eninifted 
to  interefted  commiffioqers,  jobbing  grand 
juries,  and  venal  a{iplotters,  together  with  the 
various  evils  which  fpread  through  the  entire 
fyftemof  grand  jviry  legiflation  and  electioneer^ 
ingEfiaace, 

It  rs  a  well  known  faft,  thart  among  tbe  real 
grievances  of  the  diftrcffed  peafantry  of  Ire- 
land, the  fliameful  and  prodigal  grants  of 
their  money,  by  the  rural  legiHators  of  their 
counties,  to  thofe  moft  abandoned  mifcreants, 
the  profeffed  road  makers,  bridge  makers,  and 
affidavit  men^  is  one  of  the  moft  crying  and 

sioft  notorioosi^ 
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'  Til  it  mddes  of  appldtment  often  add  to  tbe 
Wiginal  burthen,  the  exadlioii  of  cdnftablcS 
tinder  pretence  bf  a  delay  of  payment,  ate  often 
cruel  and  opt)re{!ive :  and  difpute^,  animofity, 
and  litigation,  ate  th^^conll^ant  tonfequences  of 

the  apportionment  of  ih^fc  county  charges, 

•  .   / 

WiTti  the  cdnviftion  that  this  is  thfe  tru^ 
ftate  of  the  cafe,  it  would  be  inadnefs  X6 
adopt  fo  unpopular  and  fo  detefted  a  mdde  of 
providing  for  the  clergy,  which ,  wbuld  theil 
become  tenfold  more  o|)preflive  and  detefted:  , 

The  inode  would  ptove  highly  injurious  to 
the  clergy  whom  we  efteem,  or  at  lead  aHe£l  to 
cfteem,  an'H  whd  mbft  unqueftlouably  mfef^t 
it.  It  wduld  alfo  be  a  grievance  and^  odious* 
to  that  body  of  the  people;  whom  we  either*^ 
ivifli  or  slfied  to  relieve  froni  their  pfefent 
diftreflfes. 

I^  the  men  of  landed  property  in  Irelaiia 
Aid  not  fuffer  theirpaflioti  for  fordgn  luxuries 
and  vices,  to  relider  it  neceflary  to  devife 
fchemcs  for  fatking  their  tehintfy,  and  ifaifing 
theif  lands  to  all  artificial  value;  then  might 
^e  fhortiy  fee  a  vigorous  arid  fldurilhin^  yeo*^ 

Voi,  II:  h  triinfy 
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ry,  and  never  hear  the  voice  of  tumult  or  in- 

furreftioD,  nor  a  murmur  uttered  againft  tbe 
inftitutxou  of  tithes* 

But  unfortunately  the  thirft  for  gaming» 
and  various  other  rnfatiate  and  artificial 
wapts,  has  reduced  the  landlord  to  confider 
htis^  ellate  as  h]«  wares  and  merchandize  ;  and 
then  with  the  fpiru  of  a  pedlar,  he  retails  them 
to  the  higheft  bidder  j  kmc  ill<B  lachryma. 

It  is  a  mekncholj  truth,  thM  tbe  Sate  of 
the  peafantry  in  moft  parU  of  Trefand  i# 
Wretched  in  the  extreme.  It  is  the  bounden 
duty  of  the  men  of  landed  pvopeity  to  alle- 
viate the  diftrelles  of  the  peaimntfy  %  all  pof* 
fible  means ;  but  unfortunately  many  of  the 
principal  nobility  and  gentr}%  do  not  refide 
on  their  eftates^  and  are  therefore  infenfible 
to  the  diftrefles  which  they  do  not  fee,  and 
to  which  they  flatter  themfelves  they  do  not 
admintJter  any  occafion. 

Mamt  of  therefident  gentfemen  unwilling 
to  leflen  their  incomes,  to  check  their  pleafures, 
or  to  admit  the  juftnefs  of  thofe  compla^ipts  ^ 
which  they  are  not  inclined  to  remove,  ^^f^- 

evincef 
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evinced  a  difpofition  not  fHeadly  to  the  rigbtd 
pfthe  cftablilhed  clergy ;  and  at  all  times,  and 
on  all  occafioDs,  have  contrived  to  diminifh  th^t 
refpedl  and  reverence  which  all  rocn,  particu- 
larly thofe  of  the  lower  order  of  the  commu- 
nity fhould  be  taught  to  entertain  for  the  func* 
tions,  properties,  and  perfons,  of  the  miniftcr^s 
of  religion.  The  Example  of  fuperiors  have 
a  moft powerful  influence  Over  the  conduAof 
inferiors,  whofe  paflions  are  eafily  inflamed 
and  whofe  ignorance  will  not  faffer  them  to 
diicern  the  artifices  of  thofe,  whofe  object 
is,  to  lead  them  on  to  definition. 

GrikvamCxs  were  pointed  out,  which  bad 
no  exiflence,  or  which,  if  exifting,  might  rea* 
dlly  have  been  removed  by  an  appeal  to  the 
known  law  of  the  land ;  but  a  furer  method^ 
tvas  pointed  out  by  which  the  great  purpofe 
might  be  accompli (hed,  and  the  confederated 
oppofers  of  the  clergy  be  kept  without  the 
reach  of  fevere  and  capital  puniihmcnt.  The 
roifchief  thus  encouraged,  made  a  wide  and 
rapid  progrefs  through  the  kingdom,  even  to 
the  very  (bores  of  the  Atlantic :  like  the  Typhon 
in  the  Indian  feas,  which  at  6rft  appears  as  a. 
finall  fpeck  in  the  weft,  level  with  the];iOrizon, 

La  tlfttti 


^ 


164  4  yicw  i^lrijb  Affairs 

thea  gradually  rifes  to  the  zenith,  and  covers 
the  whole  ocean  with*  lightnings,  ftorms,  and 
devaftation. 

Amokg  the  infurgents  fome  men  were 
found  of  lefs  prudence  and  more  aAive  fpirits, 
than  thofe  cool  fpecious  men,  who  by  their 
cunning  had  planned,  and  by  their  confe- 
quence  had  fupported  the  original  diflurban- 
ces  iu  the  country.  Thus  the  aAors  in  the 
tragic  fcene  became  regardlefs  of  the  direc- 
tions of  their  refpedable  prompters,  and  were 
hurried  on  by  a  barbarous  impetuofity. 

Under  pretence  of  redrefllng  grievances* 
private  revenge  was  frequently  gratified  in  the 
moil  dreadful  manner.  In  the  midnight  hour, 
armed  parties  marched  from  houfe  to  houfe, 
and  colleded  fire  arms,  by  menaces,  by  force, 
and  fometimes  by  torture  ;  they  exaded  heavy 
contributions  from  all  defcriptions  of  people, 
for  the  purchafe  of  ammunition,  and  the  goie* 
ral  fupport  of  the  common  caufe  ;  they  burned 
«  the  tithes  of  the  clergy,  and  the  hay-yards  of  • 

fuch  farmers  as  ]^>d  dared  to  comply  with  the 
laws ;  and  they  threatened  the  houfes  of  the 

clergy 
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clergy,  and  of  th^fc  few  nms^ratef,  wbo 
Ead  meditated  an  a&i^e  oppofition  to  tbeir  pto> 
ceedingft.  .  ..    ,..  .  ^ 

WHETHKJt  tbe  p<fa]iWtty:Mr;  wibonfeliQBs 
really  irritated  againil  tbe  clergy>  or  artfully 
mifled  by  cool  aod  defigning  mtm  wlfofe:aver* 
fion  to  all  religioi^  -protofMi  tbenr  taavm  the 
hands  of  the  popttlace  for  its  fubydrfsoan  ;.  of 
whether  there' lurked  in  fcoret*  a'jixed  inteni 
tion  giadually  to  overture  %Vi:  tbe  ordeis  of 
the  ftaie^  and  to  begin  with  that^.  which  in 
thefe:  days  of  religious  indxffbnence  has  leaft 
advocates  and  proteflors  ;  the.  dScGts  zit  un* 
doubtedly  the  fame,  and  all  ranks  of  people 
are  now  called  upon,  when  the  magnitude  of 
the  evil  is  apparent,  to  exert  their  beft  en* 
deavours  to  che^  the  progrefe  of  the  con- 
tagion. 

Those  who  have-  the  apppointment  of  the 
magiftrates' ought  to  ufe  the  utmoft  '  caution 
in  feleAiDg^  honeft  and  independent  men  for 
that  order*  If  the  magiftracy  be  permitted  to 
fall  into  contempt,  and  thttt  the  execution  of 
tbe  lawti  in  the  diftani  counties,  far  removed 
£rom  the  fuprcme  courts  and  the  eye  of  go- 
L  3  vernmcnt 
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vecDment,  be  entruftcd  to  the  igoaraor,  the 
fordid,  the  timid/  the  profligate,  or  the  necef^ 
fitous ;  the  laws  themrelves  will  be  defpifed, 
abhorred,  and  at  length  oppofed,  ivhile  uni- 
▼orfal  mia  ingft  ineviublf  enfue. 

Thb  clergjr  are  a  clafe  of  people,  who  from 
their  education,  thdr  habits,  and  their  profef- 
fion^  are  the  leaft  likely  to  be  fubje£l  to  the  dXU 
honell  and  difhononrable  practices  of  enfor* 
cing'enormous  exadions  in  the  cafe  of  tithes, 
men  whofe  benevolence  and  charity  ufnally 
/prompt  them  to  a  chearful  relaxation  from, 
and  diminution  of  their  legal  rights. 

Ok  what  ground  then  do  the  arguments  reft, 
which  have. been  urged  for  the  annihilation 
of  the  tithe  fj^em  ?  Oq  the  unfupporied  affer* 
tions  of  men,  whofe  ignorance,  prejudices, 
turbulent  difpofitions  and  a£lions,  entitle  them 
to  no  poflible  degree  of  credit  in  the  prcfent 
cafe  ;  and  if  grievances.  9tAya|ly  egiLiil  in  this 
points  can  the  legiflatuxe  receive  infuluog 
propofitions,  fr^mano^urnamnditti,  either 
^£luated  by  the  infatuation  <^f  their  own 
miqds^  or  guided  by  the  fecrqt  CQi^nfels  of 
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meD  in  more  elevated  ranks,  totally  regardlefs 
of  every  thing  but  their  own  intereft,  and  th^ 
exaltation  of  the  party  to  vi^hich  theybelong  ? 

In  the  northern  pa^s  of  the  kingdotn,  agi- 
tators of  public  trapquiUity  have  broke  out  un- 
der various  defignations>  firft  oak-boys,  right 
boys,  hearts  of  fteel,  aud  peep  of  dayboys. 
Some  few  years  fince,  the  dregs  ofth0f«  iuftir- 
gents  known  by  the  name  of  hearts  of  fteel, 
frequently  and  wantonly  infuked  the  catholics 
when  going  to  their  devotion,  and  at  burials^ 
confequemly  frequent  riots  enfu^,  and  fome 
blood  w  as  fpilt.  To  repel  thefe  infults  and 
wanton  attacks,  the  catholics  ai^med  for  the 
purpofe  of  felf  defence,  from  whence  they 
were  denominated  Defenders,  Their  oppo- 
nents chofe  thi3  dawn  of  day,  for  making 
iheir  attacks  on  thi^  houfes  of  the  catholics, 
and  from  thepce  were  called  Peepof  day  Boys. 
Their  objeft  at  fir  ft  was  to  fearch  for  arms, 
but  from  that,  ihey  proceeded  to  open  ra- 
pine, pillagfii  and  murder. 

These  evils  were  fuffered  to   proceed  to' 
ap   alarming  extent,   either  through  the  in- 
(iqlence,    or  dcfign  of  the  magiftrates,  who, 

from 
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from  tbeir  pot erty  might  be  iaduced  to  con* 
Bive  9t  tbefe  meafures,  in  hopes,  that  when 
the  alarm  would  reach  the  ear  of  govcrn- 
moit,  the  police  aA  would  be  extended  to 
that  part  of  the  kingdom  under  which  they. 
Or  their  creatiures,  might  obtain  appointments, 

-  W^rtitLj  reft   fetisfied,  thofe  difhirbances 
were  fomented  and  chcriflied  by  the  caemies 
of  the  catholic  body,  in  order  to  render  them 
completely  odious  in  the  eyes  of  govern* 
ment ;  for  furely  it  could  not  |be  the  intereft 
of  the  catholics,  wjien  foliciting  the  legiila- 
turc  for  the  Repeal  of  the  penal  laws,  toexaf- 
perate  :goy6riiment    by   outrageous  commo* 
tisons.  '  But  the  infatuated  and  deluded  popu- 
lace were  duped,  and  mified  by  a  ftt  of  mif- 
creants,  whofe  objc£l  \t  was,  either  to  derive 
emolument  from,  exciting  infurreftions,    or 
tqitaipp  ths  catholics  with  infamy  and  dif* 
gra.ce. 


.fiuT  it  is  jniQft  dicvomly  tobe  wiflied,  that 
the  infernal  prompters  of  a  wretched  and  mif- 
}.'  ucu  people,  may  Ihortly  be  firagged  into 
oo'^n  oiiy,   and    t^icfe  meet  that  ignominious 
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fat«,  to  which  their  fediiious  couiifels,«Dd 
artful  machioauonst  have  recently  brou^hl 
many  uufortuuate  vidims. 

It  gave  every  liberal' mind  much  fattste* 
tion  ta  find  that  the  fpeech  from  tbe  throiw 
at  the  opening  of  this  ieflion,  recommendeil 
to  tbe  attention  of  parliaqient,  the  fiiuauoA 
of  the  Roman  catholics :  the  loyalty  an4 
^ood  condu^  of  that  people,  were  rapidljK 
removing  the  prejudixres  of  the  coQilimcot 
body,  and  there  could  be  no  doubt,  that 
his  majefty's  recommendation  would  have 
infinite  weighty  not  only  with  parliapirat, 
l)ut  witli  all  rau]^  of  th?  cpmoirunity. 

The  fituauos>  however  of  .the  country  was 
truly  alarming,  but  it  was  the  obvious  and 
natural  refult  of  his  majefty's  uiiniflers.  The 
men  who  oppofed  the  liberty  of  Ireland  in 
178a,  were  made  our  minifters.  Ireland  ^• 
\lr wards  forgave  (hem,  but  they  did  cot  for- 
give tbe  country,  they  attempted  to  put  down 
the  conftitutiQii,  and  yn$a  naw  endeavour- 
ing  to  put  4owt)  the  governtitent. 

Ova 
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our  title  of  Itbeity  ;  aod  now  th«  king  him* 
^If  comes  as  the  fiecoad  deliverer  of  bis  peo^ 
pie  :  this  we  truft  the  Roman  Catholics   will 
not  forget,  nor  that  the  parliamentary  perfccu- 
tioas  againft  them,  idnch.  bad  bien  unremitting 
fince  the .  levolution,  bave.oeaffd  fi-om   tlie 
comnocncemem  of  the  reign  of  George  IIL 
who  was  the  firft  prince  on  the  throne  £nce 
the  impofition  of  the  penal  flaiutes.  thst  ven* 
mred  to  recommend  thdr  k^atlyi  andgricr* 
ances  to  the  €onfide?ation  of  their  oonntrj* 
men.  Wherefore,  they  are  in  gratitnde  bounds 
to  bethepro);>  of  his  crown>  and  the  fupporc 
of  out  excdfent  conflltution.  And  it  is  fcarce* 
Iff  poflible  that  they  can  ever  for  a  moment 
1^  nnmindful  of  what  they  oweto  their  be^ 
iieficent  fovei;eigO/K 

H"  would  be  doing  itijaftice  to  the  catholics, 
BOt  to  mention,  that  they  to  a  man,  abhor 
Ae  late  proceedings  in  France.  They  never 
make  the  condudl  of  that  unfortunate  and  infa- 
tuated country,  the  theme  of  their  praife  ;  they 
h^ve  held,  no  political  corr^fpondence  with 
foreign  powers,  nor  rejoiced  in  the  fuccef- 
fes  that  gave  impunity  to  ruffians^  who  mur- 
dei)ed.  their  ill-fated  and  innocen!t  prince  ;  a 

prince 
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prince  of  integrity,  umin^iured  with  ambi-^ 
tioD,  and  whofe  ftfiions  \vere  only  impro^ 
per,  when  under  the  influence  of  thofe  who 
poflefled  lefs  rc£^itude  than  himielf^ 

With  rcfpcft  to  the  French  Jpevolutiou* 
the  overthrow  of  defpotifm  was  to  every  ho* 
neft  man,  an  objed  of  admiration.  But 
the  fubfequent  condud  of  France,  was  nei^ 
tber  an  objefl  of  admiration  nor  imitation ; 
it  was  an  overthrow  of  theories,  and  a  con- 
fufion  of  principles,  a  frantic  and  impracti^ 
cable  purfuit. 

At  this  period,  thecondud  of  adminiRratioa 
indicated  an  alarm,  ^  and  marked  an  appre* 
henfion  of  danger  from  within  or  from  with* 
out.  We  were  a£lnally  on  the  eve  of  a  war 
with  France,  at  fuch  a  moment  it  behoved 
our  parliament  to  exhibit  undoubted  proofs  to 
the  nation  of  their  integrity,  vinue  and  energ^a 

Ths  public  mind  was  deeply  difgufted,  a&d 
the  caufe  of  difcontent  had  difTufed  iifclf 
through  the  nation.  It  was  gcni^rally  believ-* 
ed,  that  although  the  adminifttfation  bad  pro^ 

mifcd 
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mifed  Oeconomy,  it  had  really  pradifed  pra* 
fufion ;  that  the  public  money  had  been  lavifh- 
cd  and  the  taxes  that  were  wrung  from  the 
vitals  of  the  poor  had  been  beftowed  upon  the 
indolent  and  wealthy:  it  was^  alfo  believed, 
that  our  reprefemaiives  were  purchafed  With 
the  public  money  to  fell  their  cooiiituents. 

Whkrefoke  Cnce  public  profuGon  was 
one  of  the  great  ,caufes  of  general  difcontenc, 
public  oecouomy  v  as  the  only  meafure  to 
reipove  that  fource  of  difcontent  from  the 
minds  of  the  public.  All  real  grievances 
(hould  be  redrefled,  and  no  benefit  withheld 
from  the  nation  which  ought  to  be  granted  to 
it,  for  the  caufe  mall   be  abolifhed  before  it  is 

poflible  to  remove  the  public  difcontent. 

^  -  • 

Ocr  public  taxes  ought  to  be  impofei  upon 
the  proper  fubjefls  of  taxation,  and  folely  ap- 
plied to  the  honcft  purpofes  of  the  ftate.  No 
civil  nor  political  beuefit,  enjoyed  by  Great 
Britain  fhould  be  denied  to  Ireland ;  and  our 
conilitution  fhould  be  rendered  equal  to  that 
of  hcr's,  in  all  its  properties,  privileges,  and 
proteflion.  We  have  heard  it  juftly  faid  by 
a  diilinguilhed    charadler  in    the  fenate,  in 

fpeaking 
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ipe»king  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  equal 
•'  dangers  and  equal  heneps.  Let  Ireland 
^'  ihare  m  all  the  perils  of  England,  and  in 
"  all  the  blcfCngs  fhe  enjoys**.  We  mnft  be 
their  equals  in  misfortune  ;  and  why  (bould . 
we  be  their  inferiors  in  happinefa?  The 
fituation  of  the  empire  and  the  temper,  of 
the  times,  are  but  ill  fuited  to  the  refufal  of 
all  juft  and  temperate  demands  on  behalf  of 
the  people^ 

H*  is  th©  trufe  friend  of'  the  gorcfnmcnt, 
who  would  remove  every  caufe  of  difconteni 
firom  the  minds  of  the  people^  and  the  govern- 
ment^  which  reftfts  fuch  meafures,  adopts  the 
moil  effeAual  means  to  weaken  and  deltroy 
itfelf.  It  is  in  the  power  of  parliament  to 
give  ample  fatisfadhon  to  a  brave,  loyal,  and 
generous  people,  by  redreffiug  all  their  wrbngs, 
and  gratifying  all  their  juft  deiir^,  for  the 
bulk  of  the  Irifh  nation  are  neither  unreafon-^ 
ablci  nor  feditious,thcy  love  their  king,  admire 
the  conftiiution  and  wi(h  only  to  purify  and 
preferve  it* 


CH  A  P. 
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Tie  StAjtSfs  of  a  ihott  equal  Reprefentotion  of 
l^opte  *in  Patliament  inifodticed  by  Mr.  lf% 
>  HoPi  f^finbjh^An  addlrefs  of  Thanks  prefi^iU 
td  fy  the  Hvufe  of  Commons  to  the  Lord  Litu* 
tenant  fir  his  Proctamation  of  the  ZthofDe- 
cember,  I'jgzfor  difpeffngallunta'ofiU AJfem- 
hlies  and  prefiHtkig  Seditious  AJfociathns^^The 
Catholic  Biijtnefs  introduced  by  Secretary  Ho* 
hart  and  the  Bill  ht  their  favotir  cartied'-^Mri 
Grattan'j  Rejblutidns  relative  to  Parliamentary 
Reform^  got  rid  of  on  an  Amendment  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Ekchequct — His  Majefty  com- 
municates his  Intentions  relative  to  B-ance^  M 
the  Par/iament  of  Ireland-^Their  frm  deter* 
minatkmto  Support  his  Majefty  in  the  Wdr-^ 
State  of  the  Country  as  to  its  Fmance-^Mn 
Porbe^s  Bill  for  limiting  Penfions  adopted  by 
the  Chancelhr  of  the  Exchequer— ^A  place  BilU 
alfo  the  Eftabli/bment  of  a  iteafuty  Boards 
An  aS  for  Frequenting  Conventions  or  other 
unlawful  AJfemblies — An  Enquiry  into  the 
amount  of  the  Population  of  Ireland^^A  Short 

Rwicvi^ 
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Review  of  the  State  of  the  Empire  from  tJm 
Reign  of  William  to  the  Teat  1790,  mdff^m 
that  to  1794 — Refedions  which  naturally  re^ 
fult  from  the**  nature  of  the  'work  and  the  deli'^ 
cacy  of  the  undertaking-^The  happy  State  ^ 
Ireland  when  compared  with  other  Countriei 
and  its  own  former  Situatitnti 

THAT  ilbufes  have  crept 
into  the  fyftem  of  oar  par^ 
liamentary  reprefcntaiion  are  acknowledged 
MDiverfally  bjr  every  member  of  the  com- 
munity. With  a  view  to  remedy  thcfe  abufes, 
early  in  this  feffion,  Mr,  William  Ponfon- 
by  lubmitted  a  propofal  to  the  boufe,  for 
a  mote  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people 
in  parliament. 

The  Ponfonby  family  hive  frequently 
made  facrifices.  to  the  country.  In  the 
jear  1769,  they  and  their  conneftiow, 
were  deprived  of  all  their  emoluments  for 
fupponing  the  privileges  of  the  houfe  againft 
an  ahered  money  bill.  And  in  1789,  tbey 
were  alfo  difmifled  from  their  employments, 
for    defending   the  privileges  of  psarliamenrt 

Vot.  n.  JW  agaiftft 
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againft  an  unconftitutional  attenrpt  of  the  vice 
rpy,  and  this  was  the  third  time  in  which  tbcy 
advanced    to   fur  render    great  power,    and 
all  their  monopolies  to  the  good  of  the  fiatc 

Such  family  facrifices  to  the  public  weal, 
juflly  entitTe  them  to  the  thanks  of  the  comoni- 
nity,  and  add  to  that  lefpeflabiliiy,  which 
they  fo  eminently  derive  from  their  property, 
ehara^ep,  talents,  and  integrity.  K  commit* 
tte  was  immediately  appointed,  to  enquire 
into  the  flate  of  the  icprefcntation  of  iDc 
country. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  preceding  year,  the  Ion* 
lieutenant  and  privy  council,  had  ifiiied  a  pro^ 
clamation  for  -difperfing  all  unlawful  aflfem* 
blies,  and  for  j^rerentinflr  feditious  afibciations. 
This  was  occafioned  by  fome  modern  volun- 
teer corps  who  had  made  tife  of  difaffefled 
emblems.  Tbefe  were  univerfally  deprecated 
in  the  ftroogeft  terms  and  ought  certainly  to 
be  oppofed,  but  the  old  volnntecrs  ihouki 
by  no  means  be  implicated  in  the  charge, 

Thtk  proclamation  arraigned  a  body  of  men 
whom  it  defcribed  to  be   an  afibciation  af- 

fuming 
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fuming  devices  and  emblems  of  diTaffe^ion* 
But  the  miuifteir  had  applied  that  to  the  v6lua-> 
leers  of  the  city  and  county  of  Dublin,  andua^ 
der  that  colour  difperfed  tbemi  This  certainly 
was  impolitic,  as  a  line  of  diftin6lion  ftiould 
have  been  draw  between  the  old  volunteers  and 
the  modern  ones  known  by  the  appellation  bf 
Nafional  Guards^ 

Ai>i  addrefs  of  thanks  was  iinammoufl3r 
agreed  to  by  the  hou(e  and  was  prcfemed  to 
his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant  for  com- 
municating to  pafiiament  the  above  proclama** 
lion,  and  for  the  vigilance^  and  attentiort 
which  his  excellency  had  mauifefted,  to  prc- 
ferve  the  public  tranquillity;  and  in  applaud* 
ingthe  wifdqm  of  his  excellency;  infepa- 
ratiDg  thofe  who  fo  laudably  aflfociared  for 
the  purpofes  of  defending  this  country,  from 
foreign  invafioii,  from  thofe  whofe  declared 
objeils  were  tumult,  dtfaSeAion,  and  fedition^ 
and  to  aflure  bis  excellency  that  they  would 
concur  in  fuch  meafures,  as  would  carry  the 
faid  proclamation  into  efTeA^ 

When  the  volunteeK's  received  the  thadks 

4>f  parliament,  in  the  year  1779,  the  objcA 

M  2  was 
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was  10  attach  them  to  the  parliament ;  and 
the  €bje£l  was  a  rtgbt  one.  But  that  now 
carried,  was  certainly  to  deuch  them  from 
the  parliament.  The  minifler,  io  the  proda* 
matioo^  did  not  venture  to  arraign  the  old  vo- 
lunteers)  neither  did  he  attempt  to  apraign 
them  in  the  addrefs,  approving  of  the  pfocl:^ 
mation  j^  on  the  contrary,  they  wcjeobjefts  of 
commendation  in  both.  But  when  he  fpoke,  he 
departed  from  the  addrefs  and  proclamation; 
and  propofed  £uch  an  interpretation  of  both, 
as  would  enable  him  to  difperfe  the  old  vo- 
lunteers  under  the  Seeming^,  iand^ion  of  pac*^ 
liament.. 

Thus  he  made  the  houfe,  at  once  praile  the^ 
old  volunteer  corps  and  then  put  fuch  a  com* 
ment  on  that  praife»    as  amounted  to  a  pro* 
pofal  to  difperfe  them  for  di(a£fedion. 

Nkvbr  fince  the  cevohitioH  was  there  a 
time,  when  more  prejudice  prevailed  againft 
the  catholics  than  laft  feffion  of  parliaments 
But  a  favourable  change  of  difpofition  had 
now  manifefted  itfelf,  (imply  arifing  from  the 
change  of  the  times.  £very  rational  proteflant 
%ow  faw  the  utter  impolfibility  of  maintaining 

a  mo^ 
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a  monopoly  oppclitc  to  rcafon,  to  the  bulk  of 
the  people,  and  the  inclination  of  the  fove- 
^eign.  The  concjiuft  of  the  catholics  had 
proved,  that  they  were  perfeAly  attached  to 
the  conftitution,  and  at  this  period  merited 
every  encouragement  parliament  co\ild 
^cftow, 

WHERRf ORE,  in  purfuance  of  his  majedy's 
f^ecommendation,  fecretary  Hobart  introduced 
his  bill  for  their  relief.  The  outlines  of  which 
were  to  grant  an  unlimited  extenfion  of  the 
right  of  franchife,  and  to  effe6luate  this  purpofe, 
it  was  njpceffary  to  repeal  the  fijrft  of  George 
n.  by  which  Roman  Catholics  would  not  be 
permitted  to  vote  in  cities  ai^d  towns  corppratc 
jfor  magiftyates.  The  next  part  of  it  was  to  re* 
peal  the  fixth  of  Anne^  fo  far  as  it  prohibits 
papifts  from  being  grand  jurors,  unlefs  there 
are  not  a  fufficient  number  of  Proteftant  free- 
holders to  fcrve.  The  next  was  to  repeal  the 
twenty-ninth  of  George  II.  fo  far  as  allowing 
a  challenge  againft  any  papift  on  a  petty-jury, 
}tL  caufes  where  a  proteftant  and  papift  are  th$ 
parties. 

M3  h 
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It  alfo  propofed  that  bis  majefty  (hould  be 
impowered  aod  aatborifed,  tQ  enable  the 
tloman  Catholics  to  endow  a  cqHege  or  uoi* 
Torfitjr,  and  fchooU,  It  alfo  propofed  that  the 
Uvirs  which  prevented  catholics  from  carr3do§ 
arms,  fhould  be  fo  far  repealed  as  to  perfons 
pol&fling  a  certain  degree  of  property. 

Mr.  Secretary  Hobart  faid  that  it  wa^  iQ 
the  contemplation  of  the  Englifh  government, 
to  admit  Romati  Catholics  to  bear  coninnilions 
in  the  army  and  navy,  and  that  in  due  time, 
pieafures  for  the  fame  purpofe  would  be  pro- 
pofed here,  when  a  communication  with  the 
Englifti  government  (hould  have  bpeu  had,  on 
that  point. 

It  was  wifhcd  that  Roman  Catholics  might 
l^c  enabled  to  hqld  civil  offices,  but  in  ihat 
inftance  necieflfary  limitations  would  have  been 
ejcpedient,  Romaq  Cs^tholics  laboured  flill 
under  fome  feverities  with  refpedl  to  perfonal 
property,  and  as  thefe  (feemed  to  exift  from 
Inadvertence,  he  propofed  to  repeal  them. 
Another  material  point  in  his  propofitions  was, 
that  the  executive  governipenr  might  be  ena- 
bled to  grant  commiffions  of  the  peace  to  Ro- 
rfian  Catholjc$. 

It 
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It  kas  always  been  our  ambition,  to  con- 
tribute our  humble  mite  to  every  meafurtf, 
wbich  in  its  operation  might  tend  to  make  the 
Proteftant  and  Catholic  coalefce  into  an  united 
people,  at  lead  while  they  regulated  their  reli« 
gious  worihip  under  whatever  difierent  forms 
or  modjTS  they  pleafed,  they  ihould  concur  in 
^xx  ardent  devotion  to  their  common  country. 

We  bave  long  wi(hed  that  the  time  wa$ 
^ame,  which  would  form  a  new  sera  in  the 
luftory  of  our  country,  in  which  religious 
dilientipn  fhould  be  loft  in  civil  operation,  in 
which  comunUy  of  interefls  and  reciprocal 
good  effices,  ihould  root  out  prejudices  and 
ninitc  our  hearts^ 

But  until  the  enlightened  fpirit  of  liberal 
policy  had  given  a  p^rogrefs  to  thefe  rational 
difpofitions,  a  communication  of  political 
power  could  not^^ee^pieded,  for  reconciliation 
muft  precede  union,  and  aflimilatioA  before 
incorporation.  It  muft  be  admitted  by  every 
one  converfant  in  hiftoiy,  that  violent  and 
indden  changes  of  power*  and  property, 
wl^ctl^cr  the  parties  have   been  divided  by 

religious 
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religious  or  politiei^l  dUIemioas,  iiave  il# 
ways  been  dangerous  aod  generallf  faul  to 
the  ftate. 

The  truth  i«»  tbqfc  who  have  been  accu& 
(<uqed  to  power,  cannot  bear  the  privation  or 
fudden  diminution  of  it  with  patience ;  and 
fhofe  unaccu  Homed  to  it,  will  not  ezerctfe  it 
with  prudence,  it  is  the  progrefs  of  time  alone, 
that  can  reconcile  and  aflimi|ate,  and  it  is  the 
progred  of  aSeflic^n  alone  that  can  regulate 
thofe  paffions  which  m^ke  one  fide  inten^perate 
^nd  the  other  intolerant. 

It  muft  be  admitted  tliat  there  have  been  er- 
rors on  both  fides,  which  ought  now  to  be  for-*t 
gotten,  and  buried  in  oblivion,  never  to  rife 
again.  The  old  dangc'rs  of  popery  which 
were  ufed  to  alarm  the  proteftants,  are  for 
ever  extinct,  and  every  benefit  now  confer- 
red on  our  catholic  brethren,^  ought  to  operate 
as  an  additional  pledge  of  their  afieftion,  and 
as  a  hoftage  for  their  fidelity.  '•      * 

Tmk  loyalty  of  the  catholics  for  a  century 
entitled  them  to  thofe  great  ah(i  important  con- 
ij^fUons,  the  legiflatyre  was  noiv  ready  to  coa* 
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ftt  tipoo  them.  The  Hiftory  of  England,  by 
i>r,  SflnneirviUe  a  ^fifentiDg  clergymao,  as  fair 
and  temperate  a  work  as  ever  was  perufed ; 
when  fpealdn^  of  Jamep  ^.  be  fays,  ibat  though 
he  kept  up  a  confiderlble  correfpoodence  and 
had  affurancfs  of  affiftance  from  many  per* 
fons  ia  England,  yet  amongft  ^11  bis  papers, 
there  never  appeared  any  oflfer  of  fupport  Of 
invitation  (after  the  aniclcs  of  Limerick  bad 
been  figned)  to  the  abdicfaied  monarchj  ffom 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  who  had  don^ 
fo  much  in  bis  caufe. 

Th  IS  is  a  teflimbny  in  favour  of  catl^olicity, 
which  we  truft  will  have  a  due  efie^  on  cbe 
fufpicions  and  jealoufies  of  many  of  ouf  pro<^ 
leftant  brethren.  V{e  ncvfsr,  fince  the  revo- 
lution, have  heard  of  any  riling  or  intended 
riiing  among  the  Roman  Catholics  ;  lor  the 
excefles  of  the  lower  orders  cannot  be  con* 
lidered  as  an  infurredion.  . 

Befor£  Lord  Chefterfield  came  to  Ireland, 
no  man  was  more  prejudiced  againil  the  caiho* 
lies  than  he  was,  partici^larly  from  what  h^ 
had  beard  concerning  them  in  England.  The 
commons  wifhed  to  flrengthen  the  hands  of 

government 


govcrnmtnt  by  violeai  meafures  againft  Ro* 
man  Catholics  ;  tbcy  were  oppofed  by  ih« 
immediate  frieodf  of  govcramcDt  in  par- 
ViameDt,  atid  when  the  lord  lieutenant  wa^ 
nrged  by  the  dangers  of  popery,  he  delared 
he  knew  but  of  one  dangerous  papift  in  the 
whole  country,  a  very  beautiful  youn^  lady 
of  that  perfuafion* 

Nothing  but  a  retrofpe6l  to  their  good 
conduit  for  50  years  before,  could  have  in- 
fpirecf  Lord  Chefterfield  with  this  confidence, 
and  if  he  cpuld  confide  in  them  on  fifty  ycar^ 
experience,  much  more  ought  v/e  after  the 
japfe  of  more  than  century,  Aftc;r  many 
long  uninterefting  and  defuliory  debater, 
^r .  Secretary  Hpbart's  bill  in  favour  ofthf 
Roman  Catholics  was  carried  i  ^  Qieafurq 
which  muft  afford  fatisfaftion  to  every  good 
citizen,  and  ought  to  fatisfy  the  catholics. 
The  wealth,  profpeiity  and  happinefs  of  the 
nation  will  be  the  refuli  of  fuch  liberal  and 
prudent  concefllons.  Fof  it  is  an  hiftorical 
^ruth  that  cannot  be  impeached,  that  all 
the  misfortunes  of  Ireland  have  originated 
from  the  difuniou   of  its  inhabitants ;   that 

as 
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ae  facta,  ts  the  nation  had  become  uioitcd,  the 
fi^sat  dbjefia  of  liberty  had  been  attainedt 
but  catholic  emancipation  had  always  been 
the  earncft  of  Irifh  freedom* 

Thb  upaniufity  that  oonceded  thefe  pro- 
greffive  acquifitions  to  catholicity,  has  ftacnp- 
ed  a  double  value  on  the  thing  conferred, 
an  nnaniinity  which  is  the  certain  fymptom 
of  departing  prejudices,  and  the  token  of  re- 
turning ajeulion,  the  gracioufnef^  of  con* 
ceflion  on  one  fide,  will,  we  hope  be  follow- 
ed by  a  gr.ueful  acceptance  on  the  other,  a 
conduft  which  muft  termla^te  in  a  cortlmuni- 
cation  of  iiit^refts  and  affedions  between  the 
fubje<Sl3  of  a  long  divided  kingdom, 

Irelamd  in  confequence  of  thefe  faluta-r 
ry  meafures,  will  Ihorily  take  her  place  in 
the  great  rank  of  nations,  and  in  every  con- 
flift  with  our  enemiesj  the  arm  of  iHe  fove- 
vereign,  will  be  nerved  with  the  ftrcngth  pf 
his  people. 

Mr.  Grattan  read  the  following  refolu 
t4ons  before  the  committee   appointed   to  en- 
quire 
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quire  into  this  ilatc  of  the .  repreTenutioa 
of  tbe  people  in  parliament.  '*  Refolved  that 
''  the  reprefent^tion  of  the  people  is  attended 
f^  with  great  an4  heavy  charges,  and  pa\v 
''  ments,  in  confeqif  ence  of  eIe6lions  and  re^ 
**  turns  of  members  to  ferve  in  parUannent, 
ff  and  that  faid  abufea  ought  to  l}e  gboliihed- 

"  R£soLV|LD,  that  of  the  three  hundred  mcm- 
f*  bers  eleftcd  to  fcrvc  in  parliament,  the  coun- 
'« ties  and  counties  of  cities  and  towns,  toge^ 
"  thcr  with  the  univerfity,  retufn 'eighty  four 
*«  members,  and  that  the  remaiuiog  fwohun- 
•*  drcd  and  fixteen  arc  returned  bjr  boroughs 
«•  and  manors/* 

•*  Rrsolved,  that  the  ftate  of  the  reprefenta* 
f*  tiou  of  the  people  in  parliament,  requirq 
V  amendment/' 

Mr.  Gratta)]  thfsn  moved  the  firft>  whicl) 
^yasoppofed  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
qucr  ,  on  account  of  the  danger  of  teach* 
ing  the  pul^lic  to  defpife  the  prcfent  ^ftero, 
before  a  better  one  was  provided  \  and  \ff 
way  of  amendment,  be  moved  the  follpwing 
refolution. 

'*  Resolved^  that  undei;  the  prefem  fjrft 
f.  tern  of  reOTefentation,  the  privileges  of  the 

•'  people 
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•*  people,  thetrarde,  aad  the  profperity  of  the 
•*  country,  have  greatly  cacreafed,  and  that 
^  if  any  plan  be  pro  Jiiced»  likely  to  eaereafo 
^  tbofe  advanuges,  and  not  haeard  what  we 
^  already  poflefs,  it  ought  to  be  taken  into 
^  the  mod  fetions  cou&fideraiion.  The  amend- 
ment was  carried  by  a  confiderable  majority  ; 
tbus    the  OTigina!  motion  was  loft. 

Mr.  Hob  art  on  th*  16th.  of  Febfuary  de- 
li  veiled  a  meiiage  to  the  houie  of  commons 
from  his  majcfty,  relative  to  France,  His  ma- 
jefly  informed  the  houfe,  that  the  afiembly 
HOW  ezercHing  the  powers  of  govWnmeftt  in 
that  country,  whbntrt  previous  notice,  had 
direflcd  a<9a  of  hoftiUiy  to  be  committed 
againft  the  perfons  and  property  of  his  ma- 
jcfty's  fubjefts,  in  breacSh  of  the  law  of  nation^ 
iHd  of  the  moft  pofiiiVe  flipulaiions  of  treaty. 

ThuIb,  under  fuch  circumftances,  his  niajcf' 
ty  had  taken  the  neceffary  fleps  to  maintain 
I  the  honoilr  of  his  crown  ;  and  to  vindicate 
the  rights  of  his  people,  and  that  his  majef- 
ty  relied  with  confidence,  on  the  firm  and 
effeftual  fupport  of  the  commons,  and  the 
5eal  of  a  brave  and  loyal  people,  in  profccu- 
ting  a  juil  and  necefTary  war,  and  in  endea- 
vouring 
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vouring  to  oppofe  an  effedlual  barrier  totbc 

further  ]/ro^:f."fs  of  a  fyftem,    which  ftrikes  at 
tbo    rv.\iri.y   aijd    }cace   of  independent   na- 
tions, anu  vvl.lcl.  has  been  purfued  in  open  dc- 
.fiance  of  every  principle  of  moderaiio;!,  good 
faith,  humility,  and  juflictr.'* 

An  hu  iible  addrefs  in  purfuancc  of  his 
mofTacre  was  acceded  to,  by  the  houfe  ex* 
pfcllive  of  their  heany  concurrence  in  the 
profecution  of  the  war,  and  of  their  eflefi- 
tqal  fuppport   on  the  occafion. 

I?  w<^  paufe  for  a  moment,  to  take  a  view 
of  the  country,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
French  war,  we  will  find  from  the  receipts 
and  difburfemeuts  of  the  nation  at  Lady  Daj 
tafl,  that  the  country  was  going  on  In  tbe 
moft  profperous  manner,  her  trade  encreaf- 
ing,  and  her  revenue's  rifing ;  but  from 
that  period,  trade  had  drooped,  and  there 
was  an  adual  deficiency  in  revenue,  owing 
m^uch  to  the  difturbed  (late  of  the  public 
mind,  and  the  decline  of  trade  Occaiioned  t^ 
hi^  ttKl  enormous  taxes. 


Pa 
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A%  the  Baii6nal  revenue  bad  decreafed,  the 
national  expcncc  had  encreafed.  Bread  mo- 
ney lately  granted  to  the  army,  canals  and 
bounties  on  corn,  together  with  the  encreafe 
in  ihefiftiing  bounties,  with  public  buildings, 
and  a  variety  of  other  circumftances  con- 
tributed to  make  a  confiderable  deficiency  in 
the  revenue. 

Thk  army  was  now  to  be  encreafed,   the 
country  to  be  put  imo  a  ftate  of  defence, 
aiid  a  militia  to  be  arrayed,   and  former  de- 
^ciencies  to  be  made  good. 

It  appeared  by  the  ftatement  of  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer^  that  his  demands 
on  the  country  this  year  amounted  10^950,0001- 
by  loan  already  granted  20o,oool.  byihe  i^w 
loan  moved  for  250,000!.  for  the  militia 
y>OfiOo\.  and  by  the  fum  iflued  in  fapport  of 
.  mercantile  credit  20o,oool. 

Thb  200,ooo1.  iffiied  to  fupport  the  mer- 
cantile credit  of  the  country,  we  will  con- 
fider  as  mon^y  advanced,  which  may  pro- 
bably be   returned  ;  but  for  the  prefent  the 

advance 
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mdvaoce  operated  as  much  to  the  public  in^ 
coQvetiience,  as  if  ic.  ne>'er  were  to  be  xe- 
turned  ^ 


A  vEKlr  great  defalcation  had  taken  plnce 
in  the  Fevenue,  that  for  fome  months  iu  ihe 
port  of  Dublin,  it  had  not  produced  a  fingle 
ihilling  to  the  treafury;the  whole  produce 
of  it  being  fcarcely  fufficient  to  pay  the  offi- 
cers of  the  ciHloolhoufe^ 

A  6ESERAL  bankruptcy  would  have  per- 
vaded the  commercial  parts  of  the  com- 
munity, unlefs  government  had  ifliied  mo- 
ney in  fupport  of  commercial  credit.  It 
was  now  evident,  that  in  this  year,  the  king- 
dom was  to  be  burthened  with  upwards  ofa 
million  eltra,  at  a  time  when  the  revenue  of 
our  metropolis  was  not  fufficient  to  pay  iia^ 
Officers.  At  tliis  time  commercial  calamity 
Was  general  throtighout  the  ifingdom,  and  it 
was  in  vain  to  hope,  that  any  parliamentary 
grant,  would  completely  remedy  it,  as  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  kingdom  .would  fcarce- 
ly  be  fufficient  for  that  purpofe. 

Oh 
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On  this  occaiioD,  the  prudence  of  the  chan* 
ccllor  of  the  exchequer  was  highly  to  be  ap* 
plauded.  He  did  every  thing  on  "this  try- 
ing emergency  that  a  real  afieflion  for  thc^ 
country  could  effefl,  to  ferve  the  credit  and 
commerce  of  the  nation  ;  and  his  candour 
was  fuch,  that  he  proniifed  as  far  as  in  him 
lay,  to  make  every  neceflary  reduAion  and 
retrenchment  in  the  public  expenditure.  He 
admitted  the  principle  of  Mr.  Forbes's  pen^ 
fion  bill,  by  which  the  penfion  lift  was  to 
be  limited  in  future  to  8o>oool.  per  annum. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  propofed 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  effeft  this  mcafure, 
which  would  not  only  diminiih  the  influence 
of  the  crown,  but  be  a  confiderable  faving 
of  the  public  money.  He  however  declared, 
that,  at  a  time  when  a  retrenchment  of  the 
public  expence  was  to  be  made  ;  it  would  be 
neceffkry  to  provide  a  civil  lift  for  his  ma- 
jefty  in   lieu,  of  his  hereditary  revenue. 

It  was  intended,  that  the  quantum  of  the 

pivil  lift,  ftioulabe  fpecific,  and  granted  for 

life,  which  would  prevent  an  augmentation 

Vol.  IL  .  N  of 
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of  cxpeuce.  Another  objeft  was,  that  pcn- 
fioners  during  plcafure,  or  for  a  term  of  ycar^ 
were  not  to  be  eligible  to  ferve  in  parlia- 
ment in  future. 

By  Sir  John  Parneirs  intended  arr^ige- 
ment,  it  appeared,  that  the  amount  of  the  civil 
lift  to  be  granted  his  majefty,  including  the 
8o,oool.  for  penfiODS,  would  amount  to 
207,000!.  annually.  His  majefty  had  confented, 
that  the  houfe,  when  providing  a  civil  efta- 
blifhment,  for  the  fupport  of  his  crown  and 
dignity,  (hould  make  fuch  ufe  of  the  heredi- 
tary revenue,  as  might  be  thought  neceflary. 

The  IriRi  parliament  acceded  to  a  con^ 
firmadon  of  the  chaner  of  the  Eaft  India 
company,  in  which  they  were  warranted  ful- 
ly by  the  conceffion  of  an  unrefl rained  Weft 
India  trade.  The  Britifh  parliament  had 
recently  pa(&d  an  a  A  to  permit  goods  of  Afia, 
Africa^  or  America,  legally  importied  into 
Ireland,  to  be  imported  from  thence  into 
Great  Britain.  So  far  a  friendly  difpoiitioa 
appeared  in  the  parliaments  of  both  king- 
doms, 
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kingdoms,  to  ftreDgtbea  their  cohheAion  bf 
ihutual  ads    of  concei&onl 

And  although  a  refponfibility  bill  and  the 
abolition  6f  the  police  inftitution  had  niifcarri- 
ed>  yet  a  penfion  and  place  bill  had  been  car- 
Hed  i  which  certaiiily  were  acqiiifitions  of 
ironfiderable  importance  to  the  welfare  and 
happineis  of  the  kingdom. 

Having  given  ^overbmeht  due  credit  for 
the  wife  meafures  attended  to,  we  wifh  we 
bould  bellow  iimilar  praife  on  the  inflitutiou 
of  the  new  treafufy  boards  ^even  thoufand 
i>ounds  per  anilum,  were  granted  to  two  vice 
treaftrers  refideot  in  England,  by  way  of 
compenfation  for  bringing  home  thofe  offices. 
This  added  to  feVen  or  eight  thoufand  pounds 
annual  llipend  to  be  given  to  the  comtniffio- 
ners  of  the  new  t^eafury,  would  make  the  in- 
ilitution  fland  the  public  in  £ftden  thoufand 
j>ounds  a  year* 

BfisiDK  this;  the  places  that    had    been 

created  by  the  marquis  of  Buckingham,  in 

lieu  oftreafury  offices,  amounting  to  three 

tboilfand  pounds  per  annum,  might  fairly  be 

N  i  added 
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addcU  to  the  cflimate.  Thus  the  whole  coft 
of  the  new  board,  would  ftand  the  nation  ia 
not  lefs  than  eighteen  tbouland  pounds  a 
year. 

If  ever  there  was  a  time,  when  veduflion 
of  expence,  and  a  ftrong  government  were 
necefTary,  this  was  the  time»  and  that  (Irength 
in  government,  could  not  be  obtained  but  bjr 
a  ftrong  treafury,  and  *a  ftrong  tveafurycan 
only  be  procured  by  means  of  ceconomy  ;  but 
never  fuch  ceconomy  as  this^ 

Thi^  board  bad  not  been  perfeflljr  affimi- 
lated  to  t^hat  of  Great  Britain.  It  appeared  to 
tie  an  inefficient  bo^rd,  preCding  only,  over 
the  iflues  of  the  public  money  from  the  trea* 
fiiry,  without  a  fhadow  ©f  refponfibility,  or 
controul,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  balances 
in  the  hands  of  colledors.  The  ireafary 
board  might  indeed  examine  the  vouchers  of 
the  public  accounts,  but  into  the  juftncfsof 
the  various  expences,  they  never  enquired^ 

iN-thc  Englifh  bill,  the  treafury  board  waf 
veiled  with  a  power,  to  enforce  the  due  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue,  and  to  take  care,  that  the 

coUeclors  paid  in  regularly  what  they  coUefl- 

cd. 
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«J.  The  benefit  of  this  regulation  in  Eng- 
land, had  been  found  incftimable.  Though 
jhU  revenue  was  more  than  3,700,000!,  yet  in 
Jwrenty  five  years,  there  was  loft  by  the  failure 
ofcollcAors,  not  more  than  three  thoufand 
pounds ;  whereas  in  Ireland,  though  our  reve- 
nue was  not  one  third  of  that  of  England, 
there  was  loft  in  the  fame  period,  a  funi  of 
>  07,6001. 

It  perhaps  may  be  Taid,  that  the  circum- 
Aances  of  the  two  countries  were  dificrent, 
and  prevented  fimilar  modes  from  being  a^ 
dopted  in  both.  However,  the  year  1787  pro- 
cjiucedan  example  of  the  prafiicability  of  en- 
forcing the  payment  of  colleflor's  balances; 
for  in  that  year,  the  balances  were  reduced 
from  107,00^1,  to  26,oool.  in  confequence  of 
the  wife  regulations  of  the  lords  juftices. 

But  however  neceffary  and  falutary  thofc 
CBConomic  meafures  were  at  the  prefent  crifis, 
yet  they  were  rejciJled,  wherefore,  our  treafury 
.  board  had  two  much  the  appearance  of  a  job, 
and  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs  feemed  to  be  a 
mere  collufion^ 

An  ad  palled  this  feftion  to  prevent  the  elec- 
tion or  appointment  of  deleg'ated  meetings  or 
N  3  other 
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other  unlawful  aflemblies,  under  pretence  of 
preparing  or  prefenting  public  petitions  or 
other  addrefles  to  his  niajefty  or  the  parliament* 
Mr.  Grattan  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  the  pafliog  o: 
the  convention  bill.  '  He  faid  the  objeft  of  it 
was  not,  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  but  re- 
lledion  on  the  volunteers  and  other  great  bo- 
dies and  the  gratification  of  fpleen  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  conftitution,  |>y  voting  falfe 
dodrine  into  law,  and  the  brighter  paflages  of 
bur  hiftory  into  unlawfu)  a0bmblies/  He  op- 
pofed  it,  becaufe  he  conceived  it  to  be  levelled 
tgainft  all  popular  delegation  in  time  to  come, 
Und  he  confidered  it  an  attack  on  the  princi- 
jples  of  libeirty'. '  He  faid,  it  feemed  to  be  com- 
pounded of  a  diflike  to  the  people  in  general, 
and  the  Catholics  in  particular ;  a  concern  of 
paft  acquifition,  and  a  prefent  apprehenfion 
of  a  parliamentary  reform!  It  availed  iifelf  of 
the  prefent  panic  to  trench  on  popular  rights, 
and  it  found'  fupport  in  fanguinc  but  weak 
minds,  who  knew  there  was  a  difeale,  but  had 
tiot  fenfe  fuffident  to  difcpver  the  remedy ; 
;and  thought,  that  in  time  of  local  difturbance; 
(he  remedy  was  a  bill,  not'againft  the  panicu* 
lar  difturbance,  but  agaiaft  liberty  and  the 
people.  He  faid  it  was  a  facrificc  made  to 
I      '  peace 
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peace  when  liberty  became  the  viAim.  That 
the  bill  was  nothing  lefs  than  a  direfl  attack 
on  the  vital  principles  of  the  c6nftuution  ;  as 
it  ftruck  at  the  root  of  the  liberty  of  the  fub- 
jed,  and  at  the  means  by  which  th^  people  at 
any  time  might  aflcrt  their  liberty.  If  the  bill 
only  tended  to  prevent  repyefentative  bodies 

from  affumiiig  funftions  peculiar  to  parlia-> 
racnt,  it  wrould  have  been  unobj^dlionable^ 

A  wiSK  and  falutary  law  pafled  this  feffion„ 
for  efledluaUy  preventing,  during  the  prefent 
war  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  all 
trafterous  correfpondence  with  his  majefty's 
enemies,  or  giving  them  any  aid  or  afliftance  ; 
alfo  an  aft,  to  remove  fome  doubts,  refpefting 
perfons  in  office,  taking  the  facramental  teft, 
intended  for  the  relief  of  the  proteftant  diflent- 
of  the  kingdom. 

The  Milida  Bill,  was  another  wife  an4 
conftitutional  nxeafure.  It  had  long  been  adop^-^ 
ted  in  England  as  the  fafeft  and  moft  confti-  • 
tutional  mode  of  defence,  and  it  had  long  been 
the  wi(h  of  the  beft  and  moft  popular  charac- 
ters in  this  kingdom,  that  it  (hould  be  carried 
Into  effeft  ;  while  the  exigencies  of  the  ti^(|. 
fcquired  fuch  a  defence. 


aoo  A  View  of  Irijb  A  fairs 

Tax  meafures  which  the  lord  lieutenant 
took  in  fupport  of  public  credit,  had  the  beft 
effefls,  and  prevented  the  einbarraffoienis 
which  for  a  time  hung  over  commercial  tranf- 
adions ;  and  his  excellency  received  the  appro* 
bation  of  parliaqient  for  the  nieafure  he  had 
adopted  on  the  occafion;  while  they  indem- 
nified the  bank  of  Ireland,  for  the  fumsthey 
Jiad  advanced  to  the  commillioners  appointed 
by  his  e^ccellency,  for  the  diftribution  of  two 
h)indred  thoufand  pounds,  for  fupporting  the 
mercantile  credit  of  the  kingdom.  Although 
the  afore faid  fum  might  be  fufficient  for 
the  prefent  crifis ;  yet  as  credit  depends  as 
much  on  opinion  as  faifl,  a  bill  was  introduced 
and  paded,  to  enable  government  at  any  future 
period,  when  it  might  be  neceflary,  to  iffuc 
whatever  fum  fhould,  at  the  time,  be  re- 
quifite  to  have  difpofed,  in  a  manner  fimilar 
to  the  prefent. 

A    r%    •-  ^      Upon  the  whole,  the  nation ob- 
.tamed  many  and  important  ad- 
vantages during  this  feflion  qf    parliamcot, 
and   fome  that  the   mpft  fanguiue  wifhes  ot 
the  people  could  have  fcarcely  hoped  for. 

The 
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The  rcprefcnuiivcs  of  the  people,  oathe 

mcceflion  of  hb  prefent  majeily,  refembled  more 

xhe  charader  of  an    ariftocratic  corporation^ 

^han  the  peerage  at  prefent.     Here  is  a  moll 

falutary  reform  effcded  by  the  fileni  fucceffion 

of  events  and  circnmftanc^s,  which  thofe  who 

labour  in  the  caufe  of  democracy  have  never 

confidered  worthy  of  their  attention.     Many 

abufes  in  legiHation  and  manners  have  been 

reformed  by  the  gentle  hand  of  time,  and  the 

gradual  but  certain  effefls  of  events,  in  con* 

traft    to  the    havoc  of    hafty   and    violent 

^revolution. 

The  aft  to  prevent  conventioTis  has  been 
confidered  by  a  writer  of  much  celebrity,  as 
an  outrageous  expedient  of  an  unaccommoda- 
ting government,  to  crulh  the  expreffion  of 
well  founded  murmurs.  Whether  originally, 
the  conventions  were  juftifiable,  or  not,  every 
candid  man  will  allow,  that  abufes  had  crept 
into  thefe  aflemblies  ;  wherefore  it  became  the 
duty  of  government  to  fupprefs  them,  left 
the  peace  and  happinefsof  the  kingdom  Ihould 
have  been  difturbed  or  endangered  by  them. 


Bt 
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Bt  the  convention  bill,  the  fubjeds  right  of 
petitioning  is  iregulateJ  and  re-enftded.  It 
is  (lri£ily  forbidden  for  that  purpofe  to  con- 
x^eoe  as  delegates,  inafmuch  as  the  parliament 
is  conceived  to  poflefs  that  charafter,  and  alfo, 
becaufe  that  mode  of  collefling  the  public 
opinion,  has  no  advantage  to  compenfate  for 
the  mifchicf  of  inflaming  the  people  and  di- 
verting their  attention  from  their  neceffary 
occupations'.  Wherefore  impartial  men  think, 
that  by  the  Convention  Bill,  and  the  timely 
interference  of  the  executive  government,  a 
number  of  evils  were  prevented,  which  other- 
wife  might  eventually  have  embroiled  the 
kingdom,  and  overturned  our  happy  conftitu* 
tion  in  church  and  flate. 

With  a  view  to  afcertain  the  population  of 
Ireland,  with  as  much  precifion  as  the  import- 
ance of  the  fubjedl  demands ;  we  have  en- 
deavoured to  make  out  an  exad  account  of 
the*  nu  mber  of  houfes  in  the  kingdom.  Thefe 
we  find  to  amount  to  794,000.  At  a  moderate 
calculation  feven  perfons,  may  be  allowed  for 
each  family,  and  this  makes  the  population  of 
Ireland  at  this  day  confift  of  5,558,000  fouls. 
Of  this  number  a  million  and  a  half  are  fo 

poo^ 
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p5or.  tliAt  they  cannot  comribute  a  (hilliog  a 
year  each  to  the  exigencies  of  the  ftatc,  without 
pppieiEon,  if  we  are  to  credit  the  returns  be- 
fore parliament,  and  reafon  from  the  reduc- 
tion recommended  to  his  majefly  by  his 
officers  relative  to  the  hearth  money  ;  on, the 
principle  that  there  were  as  many  fubjefts  in 
the  kingdom,  on  whom  it  would  be  a  griev- 
ance to  continue  any  tax. 

We  truft  that  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years, 
the  genius  of  cotumerce  and  manufaAure  will 
remove  the  poverty  of  fo  great  a  number  of 
our  countrymen  by  affording  them  ufeful 
and  beneficial  employments,  where  their 
labour  and  induflry  may  be  both  profitable 
to  themfcives,  and  advantageous  to  govern- 
ment. To  effeftuate  this  much  wifhed  for 
confummation,  it  is  requifite  that  providence 
ftiould  extend  its  tutelary  care,  to  prolong  the 
life  and  reign  of  a  prince,  inexpreffibly  dear 
and  neceflfai^y  to  his  people,  whofe  experience 
matured  by  years,  and  chafteued  by  adverfity, 
can  alone  heal  the  wounds,  and  give  energy  to 
the  deprefled  (late  of  this  country. 

In  the  adminiilration  of  public  affairs,  we 

may  hope  reafonably  under  the  aufpices  of 

'^  fuch 
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fuch  a  prince,  for  incorruptible  integrity  aid 
unblemiiheJ  manners,  fevere  csconomy,  aod 
ftriS  vigilance  in  every  thing  that  xregards  the 
welfare  or  profperity  of  the  nation.  '  By  thi$ 
we  do  not  wiQi  to  throw  blam^  on  any  fet  of 
men. 

Wk  are  fenfible  how  delicate  it  is,  to  hold 
even  truths  to  the  eye  of  prejudice  or  of  party, 
and  how  reluftantly  we  allow  the  veil  to  Jbc 
uichdrawn  from  before  the  political  faoc* 
nuary,  when  we  are  intereftcd  in  its  conceal? 
ment  or  its  ciefence« 

Wk  feel  how  invidious  is  the  tafk  of  appre- 
ciating the  motions  and  a£lions  of  our  con- 
temporaries, our  friends^  and  fellow  citizens. 
And  above  all,  we  are  perfedtly  fenfible  of  our 
incapacity,  to  treat  of  m:(tters  yet  recent,  and 
pbfcured  by  the  paffion  and  interefts  of  the 
great  a£lors  themfelves.  But  great  as  thefe 
impediments  are,  they  cannot  induce  us  to  re* 
linquifti  our  defign.  What  narrative  can  be 
fo  inftruflive,  or  fo  interefting  to  the  pre? 
fent  age,  as  a  delineation  of  the  period  ui^- 
dertaken. 
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Ta  thofc  who  open  the  hiftoric  page,  with 
a  view  to  improve  the  underftandiog,  who  are 
$ompcteiH  to  carry  their  refearches  beyond  the 
external  appearance  of  events^  and  to  fpeculate 
on  the  concealed  caufes  which  produce  the 
elevation,  or  accelerate  the  decltae  of  em* 
pires  ;  there  is  not  perhaps  in  the  annals  of 
timc>  8  period  nu>re  pregnant  with  political 
matter  than  the  one  whi;h  has  intervened  be* 
tween  the  year  J 688  and  the  prefent  day. 

We  can  trace  few  marks  •f  nationail  confide- 
ration  or  honor,  in  the  bigoited  and  traufitory 
feign,  of  the  unfortunate  fucceflbr  of  the  pro* 
fltgate  and  diflblutc  Charles  II*  and  we  do  notj^ 
difcover  .much  greater  fubjedl  for  pride  and 
exultation,  even  under  the  temperate  and 
eleAive  government  of  William  IIL 

Whatever  obligattons  we  may  owe  to  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  as  oor  deliverer  from  civH 
and  fpiritual  tyranny,  his  arms  were  con*-- 
fiantTy  reft  rained  by  the  generals,  as  his  mca- 
fu res  were  uniformly  defeated  .by  the  policy 
and  power  of  Lewis  XIV*  After  a  perpetual 
and  unequal  ftruggle,  in  which  our  commerce 
.^^wuLalmoft  annihilated,  and  in  which  the  fo- 
#:^  .?V*  Utary 
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luary  laurels  of  the  Boyne  and  of  La  Hogu'e^ 
were  contrafted  witb  the  annual  defeats  oo  tb# 
eoBtinent,  and  the  channeU    1  bough  the  peace 
of  Ryf^rick  produced  aihortand  del  u  five  caliHi 
yet  the  crown  of  Spain,   in  violaiion  of  tbe 
moil  folemn  renunciations,  was  quietly  traos- 
ferred,  in  the  year  1700,   on  the  extinfiioa  of 
the  SpaniCb  branch   of  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 
10  a  prince  of  Franrc  :   while  the'  bed  hours 
of  William  were  engaged  in  intflTeftnal  eflforts, 
10  prevent  the  fatal  cbnfequences  of  an  a6l, 
incontefiibly  injtirious  to  the  fecurity,  interefti 
tuid  grandeur  of  the  Britifli  empire.  ' ' 

The  female  reign  which  fucceeded,  fo  long 
as  it  was  conduced  by  thecounfels  of  Godol- 
phin,  and  the  genius  of  Marlborough^  prefents 
a  ftriking  pi(^re  of  military  glory,  and  fuc-i 
ceifive  triumphs.  The  court  of  Verfailles; 
accuftomed  to  coafer,  condefcead^d  to  folicit 
fx  peace  ;  and  Torcy,  at  Oertruydenberg  in 
1709,  exhibited  the  humiliating  fight  of  a  mi- 
mfter  of  Lewis,  XIV.  proftrate  before  Britainl 
and  Holland; 

But  the  imprudence  or  prefumpiion  of  an 
adminiftratioui    inioxjicated  with   profperj 
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and  unmindfttl  of  the  viciflitudes  of  human 
afifairs,  fufiered  the  moment  to  elapfe  in  which 
the  fafety  and  iuterefts  of  the  empire,  might 
have  been  for  ever  fecured,  on  the  moft  dura'- 
ble  foundations.  The  horizon  foon  became 
darkened  and  the  bright  profpefl  obfcured  by 
clouds. 

VxLLARs  refcued  France  from  her  ftate  of 
danger  and  did refs,  while  Oxford,  and  6o<^ 
lingbroke,  difgraced  the  empire,  and  accele- 
rated the  death  of  their  feeble  fovereign,  by 
meafures.of  puiillanimity  and  breaches  of  na« 
tional  faith. 

The  trophies  of  Blenheim  and  Malplaquet 
were  nearly  obliterated  by  the  defeat  of 
Denain,  and  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  The  houfe 
of  Auftria  was  betrayed,  in  that  inglorious 
and  diflionourable  treaty  ;  and  the  evening 
of  a  reign  fo  diftinguifhed  and  fo  fplendid, 
terminated  in  weaknefs,  and  ispnly  recoUeAed 
with  regret. 

If  the  annals  of  the  laft  princefs  of  the  Stuart 
race,  afford  fo  little  matter  for  hiftoric  praife, 
it  is  not  in  the  labyrinth  of  continental  politics 

and 
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and  allianced,  which  chara£lerized  and  com- 
pofed  thofe  of  George'I.  that  we  cau  look  for 
topics  of  culogium,  or  fubjefts  for  admiration. 

Thb  naval  viiStory,  obtained  by  Byng  in 
17 1 8,  over  the  Spanifh  fleet,  in  the  Faro  of 
Mefllna,  however  brilliant  and  detiCvc  ;  fo 
far  from  being  productive  of  any  advantage 
to  the  nation,  counierafted  every  principle  of 
wife  and  judicious  policy.  It  fiands  con- 
traded  with  the  fatal  bankruptcy  of  the  South 
Sea  year  ;  with  the  melancholy  facrificc  of 
Hofier*s  devoted  fquadron,  under  Vhc  walls 
of  Porto  Bello  ;  with  a  dereli<Stion  of  the  in- 
terefls  and  honour  of  the  empire  which  were 
rendered  fubfervient  to  injurious  predilec- 
tions and  foreign  acquifitions. 

The  commencement  of  George  IFs.  reign 
conducted  as  the  greater  part  of  that  of  hii 
father  had  been,  by  the  counfels  of  Walpole, 
difclofes  fcarcely  a  more  exhilerating  profpefi. 
It  was  indeed  pacific  ;  but  this  peace  was  the 
ignominious  and  fupine  infecurity  of  a  James ; 
not  the  dignified  and  martial  tranquillity  of 
flizabetb. 
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We  are  at  a  lofs  to  find,  in  this  century  any 
portion  of  time  lefs  diftinguiOied  by  v^ifdom 
and  vigour,  or  during  which  the  empire  had 
fallen  into  more  complete  infignificance,  than 
in  that  period  which  elapfed  from  the  death  of 
George  I.  in  1727,  to  the  clofe  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole'd  adminiftration   in  1742- 

v; 

THOuok  the  fubfcrvient  fleet  of  the  Briti(h 
fempire  efcorted  the  younger  fon  of  Philip  V. 
from  Barcelona  into  Italy  ,  and  though  we  fa- 
cilitated and  advanced  the  grandeut  of  the 
boufe  of  Bourbon  ;  tiiough  we  tamely  fub- 
niittcd  to  the  afts  of  violence  exercifed  by 
Spain  againft  our  commerce  in  all  the  Ame- 
rican feas ;  and  abandoned  the  emperor 
Charles  VI.  to  the  united  forces  of  France, 
Spain,  and  Sardinia,  who  in  fo  unequal  a 
conteft  dlfmembered  Naples  and  Sicily  from 
the  dominions  of  thfe  houfc  of- Auflria,  and 
though^  td  complete  the  meifure  of  incapacity 
and  mifconduft,  we  even  permitted  Lewis  XV. 
by  incorporating  theDutchy  of  Lorrain  with 
his  hereditary  pofleffions,  to  perfeA  and  ce- 
ment the  French  grcatnefs  ;  yet  thefe  migh- 
Vol;  li.        '  G  xy 
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ty  and  numerous   conceflians   did  not  conci- 
liate cftceiii  nor  procure  refpefl. 

Walpoie  verfed  in  the  art  of  parliameo- 
tary  addrefs,  and  the  fcience  of  political  ve- 
nality ;  but  confcious  of  his  incapacity  to  con- 
du6l  the  veflel  through  the  florni  which  im- 
pended ;  after  he  -had  exhaufied  every  en- 
deavour to  detain  his  fovereign  and  his  coun- 
try in  difgraceful  neutrality,  reluAantly  rc- 
figned  the  reins  of  power,  which  he  had 
held  too  long,  for  the  honour,  glory  and  ad- 
vantage of  the  Britifti  empire. 

P£iHAM  the  fucceeding  minifter ;   though 
neither  fortunate  nor  fuccefsful  in  war,  nor 
fecure    and  undiflurbed  in    peace,  yet   was 
tendered   refpe6lable,  by    the  luftre  of  his 
private  and  perfonal  virtues.    The  inglori- 
ous campaign    of  Fentenoy,  the  defeats   of 
the  allied  army  in  Flanders,  followed  by  the 
capture  of  Bergen-op-zoom,  and  the  fiegeof 
Maeftricht ;    the    peace  of  Aiz  la  Chapelle, 
humiliating    and  injurious  to  the  empire; 
the  ravages  and   hoililities  continued  to  be 
cxercifed  by  France  againft  the  American  co- 
lonics,  and  the  Ball  Indies,  even  fubfequent 

to 
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i6  that  treaty :   thefe  Tubjeds    of  general  com- 
plaint and  dii&tisfaaion,  i^bich  clouded  the 
miniftt^jr  of  Pclham,  confoUd  the  nation  for 
his  Ibfs  whep  removed  by  death  in  tKe  yeai* 
i  754- 
Th  B  Ihort  remaining  period  of  the  reign  of 
Ceorge   II.  was  equally  calamitous  an,d,  di& 
graceful,  till    that  memorable  and  brilliant, 
t>ut    tranfitory  aera  preceding    its   final  ter- 
mination, when  the  genius   of  Pitt   renewed 
the  glofies    atxd  the  fucce&s  fo  long  foi- 
gotten. 

Thb  lofs  of  Minorca,  and  the  iguomlni,- 
bus  cdjavention  of  Clofter  Seven,  were  craf- 
ed  by  the  fucceflive  conquefts  of  Martinicd, 
Canada,   Plaffey,  Bellifle  and  the  Havarinah- 

But  the  demife  of  the  fovercign  in  i^fio; 
and  the  transfer  Of  minifterial  authority, 
which  fucceeded ;  prevented  the  beneficiiaA 
COnfequences,  which  niiturally  m>ght  have 
been  expedted  from  this  chain  of  viAories. 

A  Plack  W^hich  never  can  be  fufficieatly  re- 

]>robated,  and  in  which  the  ignot'ancd  of  the 

lineteft  of  the  nation  was  only  exceeded  by 

O  2  th6 
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the  dcrdidion  of  the  honour  of  the  crown ; 
reftorcd  to  the  two  branches  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,  thofe  provinces  and  pofleflions,  of 
which  they  had  been  deprived  by  Lord  Chat- 
ham. 

We  will  not  enumerate  the  fleeting  phan- 
toms of  adminiftration  ;  which  annually  ap 
peared  and  vanifhed  ;  nor  attempt  to  defcribc 
that  period  which  elapfed,  from  the  rcfigna- 
tioh  of  Lord  Bute  to  the  year  1770,  when 
the  l-eins  of  power  were  delegated  to  Lord 
North. 

Therb  arc  certainly  few  events  contain- 
ed within  that  portion  of  time,  which  can 
induce  us  to  lament  that  it  was  not  of  lon- 
ger duration.  With  ftill  greater  reafbn,  wc 
wilh  to  draw  a  veil  over  the  feries  of  errors, 
incapacity,  and  mifcondu£l  which  preced- 
ed and  produced  that  fatal  war,  terminated 
by  the  independence  of  America,  and  the 
difmemberment  of  the  empire. 

Ik  the  ftiort  period  often  years,  we  have 
fccn  the  Britifh  empire,  which  had  embraced 
both  hemifpheres,    and  to  which  India  and 

America 
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America  were  only  provioces  j  which  had 
fucccfsfuUy  oppofed,  under  the  aufpicea  of 
liord  Chatham,  the  combined  force  of  the 
Loufe  of  Bourbon^  and  after  gi\ang  laws  to 
£urope,  had  dvfpenfed  peace  to  mankind; 
ve  have  feen  this  empire  ihaken  to  its  bafis, 
convulfed  at  home,  and  allailed  on  revery 
fide^  vainly  invoking  the  aid  of  the  perfidi- 
ous Catherine,  whofc  fleets  we  had  conduc- 
ed into  feas  unknown  to  her  barbarous  fub- 
jeAs,  and  whofe  viclorious  banner  we  had 
taught  to  fly  on  the  ihores  of  Greece  and 
Afla   Minor. 

We  have  in  the  tranCtory  period  of  tea 
years  beheld  the  Briiifh  empire  bending  be- 
neath the  complicated  calamities  of  domef- 
tic  divifion,  and  foreign  war,  and  finking 
under  the  preflure  of  adverfe  fortune,  or  fee- 
ble and  pufillanimous  councils ;  we  have  feen 
this  expiring  and  diminiftied  empire,  within 
the  fpace  alluded  to,  rife  from  the  loweft 
flate  of  humiliation  and  depreflion,  re-adjuft 
her  fcattered  infignia,  refume  her  ancient 
luftre,  and  wing  a  more  fublime  flight  than 
flie  had  ever  held  acrofs  the  political:  expanfe. 
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It  18  in  vain  that  the  moft  laborious  re- 
|ear(fh  would  endeavour  to  parallel  ihi« 
eztraordianry  revolution  in  the  hiftory  of 
modern  Europe.  It  is  only  in  the  Athenian 
or  Roinan  annals  ;  it  it  onl)r'  at  the  fatal  pe- 
riods of  Marathon,  and  Canns  that  we  fee 
any  example  of  a  republic,  fuddenly  and 
rapidly  emerging  from  the  loweft  point  of 
ruin  and  calamity,  into  greater  power  and 
grandeur  than  fhe  had  previoufly  enjoyed. 

A  MILD  and  happy  calm  had  fmoothed 
the  troubled  waves,  which  the  calamities  of 
Lord  North's  adminiftration  and  the  anar- 
chy which  fucceeded  that  unfortunate  pe- 
riod had  produced.  The  fovereign  was  de- 
fervedly  dear  to  every  rank  and  order  of 
liis  fubjefts,  who  united  in  regarding  him 
as  their  father   and  benefador. 

Thk  government  beloved  at  hprne,  was 
refpc&ed  abroad  ;  and  the  people,  happy  be- 
yond the  example  of  former  times,  Ipoked 
up  with  aqual  affedion  and  veneration  to- 
weirds  thefource  of  thefe  multiplied  benefits. 

But 
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But  in  the  midft  of  this  flattering  afpcft  of 
affairs,  an  unexpeded  and  difaftrous  change, 
was  preparing  to  manifeft  itfelf,  v^hich  no 
human  prudence  could  have  forefeen,  nor 
precaution  dehiyed. 

We  were  deflined  to  experience  in  its  ful- 
left  extent,  the  mutability  of  fortune,  and 
the  fragility  of  greatnefs  ;  to  exhibit  a  leflbn 
to  our  own,  and  to  future  times,  that  the  fplen* 
dor  and  felicity  of  man,  however  folid  the 
foundations  on  which  they  may  feem  to  re- 
pofc,  are  in  the  hands  of  a  fuperior  being, 
who  confers  or  withdraws  them  in  an  in- 
ilant. 

We  are  arrived  at  that  awful  and  affeding 
period  when  the  feelings  of  all  thofe  who  fhall 
perufe  thefe  (heets  will  be  deeply  interefted. 
It  is  however  neither  in  our  plan  nor  in  our 
ijitention,  to  relate  the  private  hiftory  of  that 
extraordinary  period  ;  or  to  drag  into  open  day 
iaAs  and  anecdotes,  which  curious  as  they 
muft  appear  to-pofterity,  are  in  every  fenfe 
unfit  for  the  pcrufal  of  the  prefent  age. 
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France,  ftimulated  by  the  wrhings  of  ge- 
nius and  pbilofophy,  which  in  defiance  of  ar- 
bitrary power  have  dignified  and  enlightened 
the  prefent  age,  afpired  tof rceddm. 

Thk  weaknefs  of  the  fovereigft  ;  the  incapa- 
city and  timidity  of  bis  minifters;  the  exhaufied 
ft  ate  of  the  treafury  and  finances,  the  pertina- 
cious oppofition  of  the  parliament  of  Paris  to 
regifter  or  fandlion  the  royal  ediAs  for  the  ini- 
poiition  of  new  taxes ;  the  failure  of  harvefls, 
and  confcquent  augmentation  in  the  price  of 
bread,  all  thefe  concurring  circumftances 
contributed  to  produce  and  accelerate  a 
revolution. 

To  the  admiration  and  aftonifhment  of  £u« 
rOpe,  an  enthufiaftic  pailion  for  liberty  per- 
vaded all  France,  and  the  revolution,  which 
commenced  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine,  fpread 
with  equal  rapidity  and  unanimity  to  the  Alps 
and  Pyrenees,  to  the  Rhine  and  the  Medicer- 
xanean. 

To  the  limited  and  erring  eye  of  man,  in-^ 
capable  of  pervading  futurity,  and  of  re^ 
moving  the  darknefs  tbat  lurx;ound8  it,  this 
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was  au  ei'cnt  no  lefs  fingnlar  than  extraordi- 
nary ;  pardtularly  in  an  abfoluie  monarchy,  fo 
ft  rone  ly  cemented  as  that  of  France  feemed  to 
have  bten,  and  in  which  lo)^Uy  was  efteemcd 
to  be  the  charafteriftic  of  every  dcfcription  of 
ciiizens« 

At  this  period,  France  exhibited  a  pifinrc 
truly  dreadful ;  from  the  month  of  Odtober, 
1789,  that  unhappy  country  has  been  a  fcenc 
of  anarchy,  diflrad^ion  and  calamity,  diftin- 
guiihed  by  adls  of  feftivity,  barbarity  and 
flaugbter. 

The  deprefilon  and  humiliation  of  the  cler- 
gy, the  fale  of  ecclefiaftical  property  ;  the  an- 
nihilation of  the  orders  of  the  nobility,  which 
were  nearly  coeval  with  the  reign  of  Clovis; 
the  aboUtion  of  the  peerage,  and  the  danger- 
ous renewal  of  a  paper  currency  totally  def- 
titnte  of  ztiy  folid  fupport,  were  me^fures  in  # 
great  degree  without  any  precedent,  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  other  modern  European  nations. 

It  has  noit  even  biibertpbeen  afcertainedjur 
exemplified,  iince  the;  extin£lion  of  the  Roman 
f^^ecdom  by  Marius  and  Sylla,  that  a  people 

YfboTc 
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whofe  numbers  exceed  twenty  millions,  are 
capable  of  being  permanently  governed  under 
a  free  conilitution.  Nor  has  mankind  yet  feen 
any  inflance  of  a  capital,  and  a  country  habi- 
tuated for  ages  to  defpotifm,  funk  in  pleafures, 
loft  to  public  principle,  deftitute  even  of  the 
forms  of  external  refpedt  for  the  national  reli- 
gion, and  only  intoxicated  y^xih  the  fpecula- 
tions  of  a  difl'empered  and  vifionary  philofo- 
phy  which  ever  afpired,  or  attained  to  a  well 
regulated  and  wifely  cemented  liberty. 

It  was  not  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  morals, «  or  of 
(bciety,  that  the  Athenians  broke  the  fetters  of 
arbitrary  power,  when  roufed  by  Harmodius 
and  Arirtogiton.  The  elder  Brutus  bore  no 
fimilariiy  to  IV^irabeau,  or  to  La  Fayette. 

Rome  vainly  aflalCnated  her  di£lator,  wbei> 
public  virtue  was  no  longer  to  be  found  in 
jhe  fenate,  nor  among  the  people.  'The  moun- 
taineers of  Switzerland^  who  threw  of  the 
yoke  of  the  houfe  qf  Auftria  j  and  the  op- 
preffed  peafantsi  of  the  low  countries,  who  re- 
Tolted  from  the  tyranny  of  Philip,  IL  were 
poor,  hardy  and  martial, 

Th» 
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Th«  Englifh  parliament,  which  oppofed^ 
and  ultimately  vanquifhed  Charles  L  called 
upon  a  nation,  which  however  inflamed  by 
fanaticifm,  was  unfubdued  by  luxury,  and  un-^ 
corrupted  by  venality. 

Times  of  effeminacy  and  refinement  have 
not  hitherto  been  found  to  produce  a  plant,  of 
fo  hardy  and  vigorous  a  nature,  as  freedom  ; 
and  if  we  are  deftined  to  fee  in  the  hifiory 
of  France,  an  example  of  this  extraordinary 
contradiflion  to  the  refult  of  all  experience, 
it  will  be  a  ftriking  inflance  of  the  infufficien- 
cy  and  fallibility,  of  human  wifdom  or 
obfervation. 

The  natural  levity,  and  charadleiiflic  in- 
conftancy  o'f  the  French,  may  conduce  to  ren- 
der them  weary  of  a  pofleflion,  which,  howe- 
ver iiieftimable  in  its  nature,  is  neither  to  be 
attained,  nor  preferved,  without  unremitting 
vigilance  and  exertion. 

The  ceflaiion  or  ruin  of  many  branches 
of  trade,  neceffarily  refuliing  from  the  late 
convulfions  ;  the  feverity  of  the  taxes,  which 
a  free  government  is  compelled  to  exaft,  in 

common 
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common  with  the  moft  defpotic :  the  long  lia- 
bits  of  uncondittoaal  fubraiflion,  fo  forcible  in 
their  operation  on  the  mind  and  charadler  : 
allthefe  principles  may  fei'mentjand  ultimately 
burft  into  afiioni 

Thkss  reflexions  and  contiderations  may 
infpire  fome  reafonable  doubt  refpeiSting  the 
total  fubverfion  of  the  regal  power  and  the 
permanancy  of  a  free  conftitution  in  f  ranee. 

THAt  powerful  monarchy  which  for  a 
century  andahalf^had  infpired  terror,  aad 
whofe  reftlefs  ambition  had  been  fo  danger- 
ous to  every  furrounding  country ;  which  had 
twice  in  that  period^  nearly  fubjeAed  Holland^ 
to  its  yoke ;  which  placed  Philip  V.  on  the 
Spaniih  throne  in  i  )oo,  and  raifed  an  Eleflor 
of  Bavaria  to  the  imperial  dignity  at  a  flill 
more  recent  period  ^  that  power  occupied  in 
endlefs  metaphyCcal  difquiiitions  upon  tlie 
rights  of  men,  or  employed  in  defperate  prd- 
jeAs  of  revenue  and  finance  ;  appeairs  now  to 
be  much  more  dangerous  to  the  fafety  and 
tranquillity  qf  Europe  by  her  principles  and 
do£lrines,  than    hitherto  (he  had  been  by  the 

force  and  power  of  her  arms; 

The 
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The  aftual  fituaiion  of  the  Britilh  Empire 
at  the  concluiioa  of  the  year  1790  realized  the 
M^armeft  wifh  of  the  minifter  and  the  fove- 
reign.  The objeft  which  William  vainly  fought 
to  attain,  which  Godolphin  and  Marlborough 
allowed  to  efcape;  and  which  Chatham  wa$ 
not  permitted  to  accomplifli ;  was  referred  for 
the  prefent  age  to  behold. 

The  monarchies  of  France  and  Spain  have 
been  fucceffively  humbled  and  retrained 
without  the  nereflSty  of  having  recouife  to  the 
fword.  The  contrail  between  Great  Britain 
and  France  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  1790  was 
truly  ftriking. 

The  one  enjoying,  all  the  advantages  of 
eftabliftied  order ;  condu6led  by  a  govern- 
ment equally  vigorous  and  popular;  meeting 
every  pecuniary  erabarraCTment  or  impofuion 
with  new  and  unexampled  refources  ;  ftrengih- 
ening  her  credit,  and  extending  hef  commerce 
while  Ihe  covered  the  ocean  with  her  navy, 
and  fpread  the  glory  of  her  name  over  every 
quarter  of  the  globe  ;  became  by  general  con* 
Tent  the  acknowledged   arbitrefs  of  Europe; 

and 
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and  to  her  pDffeLlion  of  exteraal  coafideraiion 
aad  refpcci,  uniiiag  every  interaal  fource  of 
wealth  and  felicity* 

Tub  other  ftraggling^  through  difficuhie?* 
to  complete  a  fyriem  of  liberty ;  aad  atietnpt-^ 
ing  to  renovate  her  difordered  finances  plung- 
ed into  almoft  irremediable  anarchy  and  con- 
fufion  ;  the  energy  and  afliviiy  of  the  cro\Mi 
withdrawn,  and  a  fpirit  of  licentioufnefs,  the 
moft  fatal  to  every  national  and  public  eifort, 
pervading  all  the  naval  and  military  depart- 
ments«     i 

It  is  not  our  intention  to  delineate  the  me- 
lancholy reverfe  that  has  taken  place  in  the 
affairs  of  Europe,  and  panicularly  in  the 
Britifti  empire,  fince  the  year  1 790  to  the  pre- 
fent  period ;  we  neither  will  condemn  nor 
praife  the  origin  or  continuation  of  the  prefent 
difaftrous  war.  The  nature  of  the  fubjeft  is 
rather  embarraffmg  to  the  man  who  ventures 
to  relate  the  tranfadions  of  the  time  in  which 
he  lives,'  and  of  which  he  forms  himfelf, 
though  an  impercepiible  yet  a  real  and  effici- 
ent part,  it  is  not  a  fufficient  juftification  to 
undertake  fuch  a  taftc,  that  the  mild  genius  of 

the 
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ihfe  centuiy  in  which   we  write  or  the  freedom 

which  enables  ua  to  didlate  without   appre- 

beDfion,  appear  to  liberate  us  from  every  reif- 

traint. 

f 
There   are  feelings  in  a, generous  mind 

Vhich  fuperfede  the  cold  principle  of  mei-e 
acquiefcence  with  the  law,  and  confequently 
far  fupenor  in  theii:  operation  to  ihefe  regula- 
tions impofed  by  courts  of  juftice  or  legifla- 
y  ve  flatutes. 

«  It  is  to  tiifcfe  teftridtions  that  we  (hall  fob* 
jcft  the  pen.  For  it  is  only  fot  thofe,  who 
loan  elevate  their  niiiids  above  the  little  par- 
tialities ind  prejudices  of  the  day,.to  affix  the 
ientiment  df  a(>proliatidn  or  cetifure  on  the 
prefent  war, 

t)i  the  prefent  en>barrafled  ftate  of  Euro- 
pean politics,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  phi- 
iofphet  or  hiftorian  to  confer  on  them  his 
cenfure^or  his-admiration.  We  miift  wait  with 
the  folicitiide  of  good  citizens,  until  the  pre- 
fent fermpAt  fubfides,  and  peace  be  once  more 
rcftored  to  the  European  world,  before  we 
hazard  any  opinion  on  the  war,  which  now 
blades  through  every  corner  of  Europe. 

Vol:  U  t"  ii 
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It  will  be  more  judicious  to  turn  our  cj€t 
from  the  melancholy  pidure  exhibited  bjr 
the  prefent  convulljons  of  Europe ;  to  the 
more  animating  and  eihilaratiog  fcene  pre* 
fented  by  Ireland.  A  kingdom  which  in  the 
courfe  of  s  few  years,  has  emerged  from  the 
loweft  Hate  of  thraldom  and  dependence  to 
that  of  freedom  and  emanc^vion  ;  a  country 
accompanied  ^kh  every  circumflance  of  inter- 
nal repofer  ati  external  profperity  ;  with  en* 
creating  fymptoms  of  naiionat  confideration 
and  importance.  Such  are  the  blef&d  efieds 
of  the  happy  government  we  live  under,  wd 
which  cannot  fail  to  endear  us  fiill  more  to 
it,  from  a  comparifon  with  that  flate  which  it 
falfely  called  a  government  of  liberty,  tad 
equality,  but  more  juftly  that  of  kaarchy^ 
rapine,  and  murder^.- 

Thb  meretricious  beauties  of  viiioo«y 
republics  may  dazzle  the  unthinlung  mul- 
titude by  their  falfe  fplendour,  but  never  did» 
nor  is  it  poffible  they  can  beftow  the  per- 
manent benefits  of  profperity  and  happineft 
equal  to  thofe  enjoyed  under  fu^H  a  no- 
xiarchy  ss  ours* 

The 
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Trii  period  which  dapfed  from  the  com'^ 
Itteaceaieat  to  the  clofe  ofthefeffion  tff  the 
year  1794*  aSbrda  few  materials  for  hifto^ 
xy,  dtawD  from  the  interior  e\'cnis  of  th« 
tlmef 

A   n.  ,-^.    ThIk    parliiment  ifict  Dlriib  tlve 
A4  D;  1794..  ^      ,         .  ^ 

fingular    pbenomefion,    of    tio 

amendment  being    propofed   to  the  addreif^ 

in  either  houfe.     The  old  fleady  opponent! 

of  the  prefent  miniflry  fquared  their  confci* 

ences  and  condu6i  upon  thU  occafioti,  to  tile 

fuperfeding  ncceffity  of  fupponing  the  in«*. 

fares  that  were   adopted  by  Greaf  Britain. 

tJpon  this  principle   did    Mr.  Grauan  and 

many  other  patriotic  members,  tended  their 

fcryices  to  miniflry  which  for  ten  years  they 

had  uniformly   oppofed.    But  it  is  to  be  pre- 

fumed  that  the  fmgle  qu^fllon  of  war   was 

either  the  pretext,  0*  the  ground  for  this  co* 

aliiion/ 

*  Thb  pforogsCtion  of  the  parliament  rflmoft 
Without  a  debate,  befpoke  thft  moft  unrcfcrv- 
ed  and  lincondtcional  adoption  of  the  pre- 
fent fyilem  of  mtafures  ;    and  nothing  furely 

coi^ld 
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could  more  emphatically  anfwer  the  views 
of  the  miniiler  than  tbu  palBve  fubmiflion  ta 
all  his  commaQds. 

Irelawd  now  in  the  bofom  of  repofe,  faw 
her  commerce  and  manufadures  eipanding, 
her  credit  augmaited,  and  her  name  and 
chara£ler  taj^ing  their  place  in  the  fcale  of  na- 
tions. We  pafs  over  iu  filence  the  little 
broils  and  difturbances  excited  in  fome  parts 
of  the  kingdom  by  perturbed  fpirits,  for  the 
vile  puropofe  of  ftigmatizing  a  brave  and  loy- 
al people. 

The  parliamtot  which  was  to  have  met  on 
the  4th  of  December,  was  prorogued  to  the 
t2d  of  January,  in  order  to  give  time  for 
the  previous  arrangements  in  the  minifterial 
departments.  A  preliminary  Aipulation  with 
the  minifter  previous  to  the  feceffion  of  the 
Portland  party  from  their  old  friends,  was  un- 
derftood  to  be  an  unconditional  difpofal  of 
the  whole  patronage  of  this  kingdom,  and 
full  liberty  to*  introduce  (uch  fyftems  of 
reform,  as  fliould  be  deemed  neceflary  and  ex- 
pedient for  the  welfare  and  Jjappinefs  of  the 
nation. 

But 
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But  the  miniftcr  bad  either  been  crafty,  am- 
biguous,  or  bafiy  in  nc^ociating*  He  now 
pofitively  objeded  againft  the  removal  of  any 
of  his  old  faithful  and  jealous  frieoids.  They 
might  only  command  the  fizture  patronage  at 
it  ihould  drop  in.  Theconteft  became  fejcious^ 
but  at  length  it  was  compromifed  ;  and  it  was 
generally  underftood,  that  a  certain  party  was 
to  have  been  given  up,  on  condition  thi^t  the^ 
lord  chancellor  fhould  r^ain  the  fea|a. 


Ps  CHJif, 
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CHAP.    iiv. 

■  *  . 

Earl  litzwitlidm  appointed  to  the  Government  of 
of  Ireland^  in  tho  room  oflfird  Wejimoreland^^ 
a  Sketch  ofhisjhdrt  Jdmmijffration — "iJu  State 
tf  the  Country^  and  the  national  Debt  ^-Ar* 

.  H^lqf  EaH  (kwden^-^  J  difirderfy  Mob  attack 
the  Lord  Chancellor^  immediately  fiippreffed—t 
Obferuations  on  fich  tendpMes  in  the  popu^ 
lace — The  ariginat  frame  of  Government  in 
Ireland-^Tli^  Cau/e  of  its  tardy  Prcgrefs  in 
CrvilizatpMy  and  in  its  Proficiency  in  the  Arts 
ofRefnment  and  in  the  fine  Arts — A  Ban  for 
the  extenfon  and  in^rovemeut  of  thefne  Arts 
'^"^Efiablijbment  of  the  Royal  Irijh  Academy^ 
Its  utifity — Delegates  from  the  Catholics  if 
Dublin  Jeni  to  petition  his  Mtyefiy  for  a  total 
^mandpatHfn^^  Returned  with  what  was 
deemed  an  itnfatisfaSfory  Anfwer-^Male  their 
report  to  a  Meeting  convened^  at  Francis  Street^ 
Chapel — Their  RefolutionS'^A  Number  of 
Students  of  the  Univerjity  attend  the  Meeting 
'^^The  dawn  of  at^  Union  among  the  People-^ 
Reafon?affigned  why  a  Cdnfummation  Jo  much 
iQ  he  wijbed  for  cannot  reajonnhly  be  expeQed 
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§Q  tak$  ptace^^Tke  augmentation  of  the  Militia 
fr^duSive  of  Ajfrays  and  Rmts-^The  due  ex^ 
flanation  0/ the  Syfiem  would  have  prevented 
iihmn — The  inattention  of  the  Qvii  Bower  to 
their  Duty^-rThe  proper  Means  of  preventing - 
Outrage-^Theprefent  awfiii  State  of  Europe^^ 
In  the  Hgufe  of  Lords  the  Bill  for  the  relief  of 
the.  Brewery  pojlponed  for  its  inconjijieney 
and  abfardity-rQbfervations  on  the  Revenue 
Syfiem.         ^ 

A.  D.  1705.  C\  ^^^^  ^^  ""^  January,  of 
'  ^  '  V^  this  year.  Earl  Went  worth 
Fitz  William  entered  on  tbe  government  of  this 
kingdom,  in  the  room  of  Lord  Weftmoreland  | 
it  is  not  our  intention  to  delineate  minutely 
the  meafures  of  this  tranfitory  adminiftration, 
juft  exhibited  tp  Irilhmen,  as  Marcellus  was 
to  the  Romans,  and  fnatch^d  away  by  an  ez* 
tinAion  as  hafty^  and  \h  muck  lamented* 

Thk  genius  ^f  Ireland,  )ong  fettered  an4 
obfcured,  began  now  tq  alj^rt  its  ancient 
/energy,  and  Ulcerated  from  tbe  oppreffion  of 
a  foreign  yoke,  was  preparing  to  re-appear  On 
the  theatre  of  nations,  from  whence  Ihe  had 
))een  bani(hed,  by  internaVcalannijes  snd  ot-^ 
l^jrn^l  bondage. 
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Animated  addr€(£s  replere  with  attach- 
ment and  loyalty,  were  piefente^  to  lord  Fits-' 
William  from  all  quarters  of  the  kingdom^  and 
from  every  clafs  aqd  defcripiion  of  people  ; 
and  his  excellency  was  extremely  Tenfible  o£ 
thefe  genuine  marks  of  afiedion.  The  native 
elevation  of  his  mind,  and  the  magoanioiity 
which  has  ever  marked  his  charader  ren- 
dered him  incapable  of  dercen4i  ng  to  the  lit- 
tle artifices  of  mean  and  crooked  politics. ' 

During  his  excellency's  continuance  in 
this  kingdom,  the  probity  of  his  private 
life  pervaded  and  marked  his  public  line  of 
condu£l ;  and  his  fhort  adminjiftraiion  uni- 
ted under  his. banners,  the  virtue,  energy  and 
patriotifm  of  the  nation  ;  accompanied  with 
national  confidence,  and  every  principle  of 
found  and  generous  policy :  and  no  vice- 
roy ever  departed  the  kingdom  fo  fincerely 
and  univerlally  regretted. 

Previous  to  this  melancholy  event,  Earl 
Fitzwilliam  received  the  thanks  of  both  houfes 
of  parliament,  for  his  condudl,  which  they 
declared,  had  not  only  gained  their,  biitihe 
confidence  of  the  people.  We  zxe  not  as  yet 
<'>'''     '       '-■  fully 
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fully  conapetCDi  u>  unravel  tbe  real  uature  of 
the  mifunderftandiDg  between  Earl  Fitzwil- 
liam  and  the  Britiih  cabinet,  which  occafion* 
ed  his  fudden  departure  from. the  kingdom  ; 
and  to  deal  in  fanciful  conjedure  on  a  fub- 
jedl  of fuch  importance,  would  beat  highly 
difrefpe£tful  to  Earl  Fitz William,  as  it  would 
be  to  the  refpe6lab1e  charad^ers,  who  com- 
pofe  the  Britiih  adminiftration 

The  liberality  of  parliament  kept  pace 
yrith  the  exigencies  of  the  empire ;  the  enor- 
mous fupply  of  i,7CO,ocol.  was  granted  to 
bis  majefty,  in  order  to  enable  him'  to  profe- 
cute  ivith  efficacy  and  vigour,  the  prefent 
war.  The  hearth  money  was  taken  off  the 
poor,  and  thrown  on  the  rich,  as  all  houfes 
having  but  one  hearth  were  exempted  from 
%he  tax,  and  the  encouragement  fo  long 
wanted  was  at  length  given  to  the  brew- 
ery. 

Last  year  the   commerce  and  revenue  of 
the  country  had  confiderably  decreafed,  but 
the  ftatemcnt  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer (hews,   that    19  the  courfe  of  a    few 
^  *    months 
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months  the  xiatioQ  vas  in  credit,  l^y  no  kis 
i^  fum  than  279433!^  Laft  jear  alfo  our  efta* 
bliflimeute  were  two  jrear^  tn  arrear,  but  the 
preafory  was  n^^w  in  fac)i  a  ftate,  as  not  only 
to  be  able  to  anfwer  whatever  demands 
could  be  made  on  it,  but  bad  a  very  con» 
{Iderable  refprve, 

Lbt  us  now  advert  to  the  debt  of  the  na* 
tion.  In  the  year  1791  it  was  2,231,000!.  In 
1793,  amounted  to  2,344,0001  and  at  pr^- 
fent  \\  is  n9  }efsthan  3,o82,Oool.  but  by  the 
great  m^afur^  reosn^Iy  ot^tnined  from  the 
preceding  adminifiratlon,  confi^erable  re* 
trenchm^nts  h%d  uke^,  sn^  V^  ^^U  likely  to 
take  place. 

Bt  the  pen0on  biUt  th<)re  woqid  b^  M 
annual  faving  of  44,000!.  and  by  the  |imita* 
tfon  of  the  civil  lift  there  wquld  be  %n  snnual 
faving  of  22,oool.  on  the  ufual  ezceedings  of 
concordatum,  amounttng  p  al|  to  the  ffim 
<>f66,oool.  ayea|« 

In  juflice  to  th^  fupporteps  of  th^  Fiti^- 
wUliam  adminift^ation,  it  muft  be  admitted, 
|ba(  tbetv   perfevcrance  oVtaine4  fxom  th« 


Smce  the  Revoiuthn  1)5. 

laJI  tdminiftntioA  the  throe  important  met- 
iures  above-meotioned,  tml  it  feemed  to  be 
tbeir  determiQation  to  make  evtif  p(>0ible  re- 
treiichiiient,  as  far  as  the  eircumftances  of  the 
times  and  the  fituation  of  the  country  would 
pitrmit. 

Qv  the  25th  of  March  Earl  Fiizwilliam  de- 
parted the  kiDgdom,  as  univerfally  regretted, 
as  beloved ;  a  nobleman  whofe  private  and 
l^ublic  oharafkr,  will  10  this  coantry  conti* 
nu^  to  djftant  ^ges»  a  theme  for  panegyric 
and  admiration,  diftinguiflie4  for  candour, 
friendihip,  liberality,  an^  genuine  charity^  di« 
veiled  ofoilent^i^on^ 

Om  his  departure,  his  grace  the  lord  pri- 
mate and  the  lord  chancellor  were  fwom 
lords  juftices  Qf  Ireland;  the  fpeaker  could 
not  be  appointed  without  vacating  his  leat 
by  a  cHufe  in  a  late  a^  of  pvliameot  which 
has  been  fiuce  done  away.  They  held  the 
reins  of  government  until  the  jtft  of  March, 
the  day  on  which  Earl  Camden  arrived  and 
{ook  upon  him  the  government  of  the  coutf- 
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After  his  lordihip  was  .fworD  into  ofioe. 
the  lord  chancdloc  on  bis  return  from  the 
caftle  to  bis  boufe  in  Ely  Place,    was  infnkcd 
in  fo  grofs  a  manner,  by  a  diforderly  moh^ 
that  it    became    neceflary  to   order  btft  tkc 
guards  from  the  caftle,  both  horfe  and  foot ; 
who  accompanied  the  chancellor  to  his  houfi^ 
and  in  a  (hort  time  ftrack  fncb  terror  into 
the  multitude,  that  the  manifeft  tendency  to 
riot  and  turbulence,  was  happily  fupprdled 
without  much  violence  or  blood-lbed. 

Such  mobs  reflefl  difgrace  on  the  police 
of  the  metropolis,  and  ferve  to  tarnifhthe  re- 
putation of  the  kingdom  in  foreign  coun- 
tries* The  facility  with  which  this  mob  was 
fuppreflfcd,  proves  fully  that  it  was  not  the 
eSe£l  of  premeditated  defign* 

A  NvMBEit  of  unemployed  tcadefmea, 
bave  frequently  teflified  a  fpirit  of  combi- 
nation on  many  occafions  which  had  been 
produAive  of  loofe  habits,  and  diforderly 
pd  riotous  difpofitions.  > 

Dyaiifo 
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DoRtiiiG  ti:i4e  fpace  of  a  few  years,  common . 
dons  in  Ireland,  have  ftflfumed  a  menacing  af*. 
pe£t.     Indeed  the  more  recent   difturbances 
particularly  in   1792,  w^re    RPt  oiify  exag*. 
gerated  but  encouraged  in  the  dtfierent  coun« 
ties  in  the  kingdom   by  certain  individuals^ 
vrho  cbofe  this   mode   of  rendering    them- 
fdves  of  confequence,  by  reprefeming  to  go- 
veinment  in  -pompous    difplay,  their  great 
exertions  for  the  -prefervation  of  the  peace  in 
their  refpedHve  counties.  . 
•  •  • 

Thsy  firft  diiperfed  rumours  among  the 
people  oC  great  and  .oppreflive  taxes,  ttut . 
were  to  be  impofed  upon  them,  and  then 
purpofely  avoided  explaining  the  nature  of 
the  militia  inflitution,  which  the  ignorance 
of  the  people  convened  into  an  alarming  and 
dangerous  innovation.  Thefe  concurring 
circumilaaees  ^^ete  produ6iive  of  fome  niif^ 
chief)  which  would  have  been  entirely  pre- 
vented by  a  proper  explanation  of  the  milU 
tia  a6t^  and  other  lenient  and  prudent  nica^ 
fures. 

But  the   misfottune  6f  this  kingdom  ha^  ' 
been,  that  in -the  derated  ftatiohs  of  adminif-'' 

tratiod 
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tracioQ  have  bced  more  tcmark^ble  for  tbcit 
xcgard  to  piivate  ie;nioliiaieot,  than  pnbUc 
confiftency;  confequiSDtlf  govern  ment  has 
fisw  adherents  beyond  the  pale  of  ibeir  owa 
|>aifonage. 

tMQfit  alihougli  tolaaioiiQps  ate  bjr  no 
tneana  palatable  to  the  inielligent  part  of  the 
community^  bowevei  few  confider  than* 
felvea  bound  to  fiep  foxWtfd  to  their  ioime* 
diate  fupp^eflHen^  becaufe  they  look  on  thego« 
vemment  as  hoflile  to  their  views  and  inte* 
reft,  and  behold  with  filent  approbation  eveqr 
new  emb^arraflfment  and  annoyance  they  meet 
with. 

But  the  incentives  to  ttirbnience  having 
been  almoft  completely  removed  by  the  com- 
munication of  political  privilq^es  and  power 
to  the  great  body  of  the  people,  a  repetition  of 
fach  cannot  reafonably  be  apprebended. 

By  the  enfuing  e1e6^ion  tbere  will  be  no  lefs 
an  addition  to  the  coiifiituent  body,  than  fifty 
thonfand  eledors,  and  we  may  with  certain* 
vj  conclude  that  upon  the  whole  fubfeqnent 

general 
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fCDcral  leltAioii,  the  ad^icm  will  not  bft 
Iclli  thaa  one  biindre^  thoafsnd  ekAors. 
This  certainly  will  ii^procefs  of  time  ttm^ 
der  bribery  and  cor^ption  ateledions,  al- 
iDoft  if  not  totally  impradlicable. 

At  all  reafonaKe  grouoda  of  dHIatisfac-t 
tion  are  therefore  iemoved  from  oar  catbo« 
lie  brethren,  it  will  not  be  confidered  as  fpe« 
culative  conjeAure»  to  fuppofe  that  induftij 
and  contentment  will  uke  place  of  that  iudo* 
lence.  and  difquiet  which  have  for  many 
years  pervaded  the  land^ 

The  prefent  period  \of  onr  hiftory,  nA« 
folds  a  plea&ng  and  fair  profpeA  of  har* 
flMny  and  happinefs,  which  nnft  for  ever 
limit  and  reftrain  the  an&l  Aefigns  and  in- 
famous fchemes  of  any  fnttire  minifter  who 
might  be  difpofed  to  carfy  into  ezecntion, 
■leafiires  hoflile  to  the  intereft^  happinefs, 
and  profperity  of  the  country. 

HsKcavoRWikaD  there  will  not  be,  as 
formerly,  any  party  the  peculiar  £ivovrites 
of  the  ftate,  as   equal  confidence  and  prpiec- 

lioa 
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rion  hav€  beeo  cotnaiunicated  to  all,  to  the 
toul  extirpftiioa  of  jealoufy  diflktisfaidioa  aad 
prejudiGe^ 

Solid  and  real  privileges  have  at  lengtli 
fijperfcded  nominal  freedom,  and  an  impar- 
tial and  kind  government  cannot  fail  to  cod* 
ciliate  the  attachment  of  peaceable  and  well 
affe£bed  fubjefls. 

To  an  impartial  bbferver,  the  original 
fyilem  of  government  in  this  countlry,  and 
not  any  thing  in  the  difpofition  or  charadtet 
of  the  people,  has  tendered  the  civilization 
of  Irelanti  extremely  tardy  in  its  progrefs,  and 
While  a  trace  of  the  barbarcms  inftitudon  re- 
mained, it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  our  ad- 
vances in  refinement  could  bear  any  propor- 
tion to  that  of  the  fiiler  kingdom. 

To  the  fame  caufe,  may  be  afcribed  the 
languid  ftsire  of  literature  and  the  fine  artd  in 
this  kingdom,  for  a  number  of  years  paft.  The 
injury  that  muft  halve  refulted  to  the  commu- 
nity fi'om  inattention  to  thefe  important  ob- 
je£ls,  is  ielf  #videoti  amd  tequifes  nd  kind  of 
Mmment; 
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In  Great  Britain^  tbe  encouragement  and 
patronage  given  to  the  a^ts  and  fciencesy 
throw  a  lufire  on  the  national  cbaradtef,  and 
Jtmply  reward  the  munificence  that  has  raiA 
ed  them  to  fuch  emintoce.  Want  of  genius 
is  not  attached  to  our  foiU  nor  has  it  been 
the  caufe  of  tlie  eviL 

In  the  couffe  of  the  pfefent  cchtury.  Ire* 
land  has  produced  a  number  of  ingenious 
anifls,  though  deprived  of  moft  of  the  advan*' 
tages  that  other  kingdoms  enjoy,  and  which 
are  abfolutely  necefiary  to  create  artiils. 
TTius  providence  in  vain  beftowed  genius, 
when  the  means  of  difplaying  it,  are  denied 
for   want  of  public  patronage. 

• 
Evert  encouragement  ought  to  be  aftbrded 
to  the  arts,  for  by  them  the  national  manufac* 
tures  and  the  national  talle  are  refined  and 
improved:  wherefore,  every  means  fhould  b^ 
ufed,  to  aid  their  progrels  and  culture,  by  ex- 
citing  a  fpirtt  of  emulation  among  artifts, 
while  latent  genius  is  called  forth  by  public  li- 
berality. 

Vol.  IL  Q  Am 
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An  aflbciation  for  this  laudable  purpoFc 
ought  to  be  eftablifhed,  as  through  the  roe- 
idium  of  a  fociety,  anifts  would  become  known 
to  each  other,  and  not  only  acquire  ftrength 
and  {lability  by  coalition,  but  information 
and  improvement  by  aflfociation. 

The  few  attempts  that  have  been  made  io 
this  kingdom  to  revive  the  arts,  were  either 
conftruded  on  too  confined  a  bafis,  or  injudi- 
cionily  planned ;  for  they  funk  almoil  as  foon 
as  formed,  and  left  an  unfavourable  impreffion 
on  the  minds  of  many,  who  were  friendly  to 
the  caufe,'  that,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  tended 
to  their  depreffion. 

In  the  year  1787,  the  Dublin  anifts  held  a 
-  meeting,  for  the  purpofe  of  devifing  the  beft 
means  for  promoting  the  fine  arts.  Their  de« 
fign  was  to  infikute  a  Mufeum  for  the  recep- 
tion anddifplayof  paintings,  drawings,  fculp- 
tui^e  and  various  other  f  performances,  in 
arts,  mechanics,  and  manufaAures. 

Such  an  rnftitution  was  much  wanted  in  the 
meiropoUs,  and  by  the  ability  and  zeal  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Ellis,  the  idea  was  matured, 
planned  and  digefled. 

Tmi 
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Thk  Earl  of  Charlemont,  and  many  othrf 
diftinguiftied  tharaflcfs,  to  whom  Mr.  Ellii 
fubmitted  his  f)lan  for  eftablilhing  a  Muftum^ 
on  the  above  principles,  favoured  ii  with  tbeit 
fanguiiie  approbation,  and  theif  warmeft  fupi 
port^  With  the  fanflion  and  countenance  of 
fuch  exalted  cbaraflers^  the  artifts  defigned  to 
take  a  houfe,  fuiiable  to  the  objcft  of  the  in- 
tended mufeucD/ 

Such  artifts  as  chofeto  exhibit  their  works 

in   this  repofito^y  of  the  arts,  were  to  be  ex- 

empt   from  all  kinds   of  expence,  as  well  as 

.thofe,  whofe  taftc   or  curiofity  might  prompt 

them  to  vifit  the  mufeum. 

From  fuch  In  inftitution  many  great  ad- 
vanuges  would  naturally  refult.  The  beft 
exhibitions  of  the  fine  arts  would  have  been 
reftored  to  the  Irifh  profeflbrs  ;  for  want  of 
which,  they  have  for  fome  time  been  gradually 
on  the  decline^  Few  men  af  genius  in  thefe 
days,  remain  in  the  country,  for  want  0/ proper 
encouragement,  and  fuch'as  do  continue,  fcarce 
find  any  for  the  exertion  of  their  talents. 

The  emigration  of  artifts,  aS  above  mention- 
ed, is  not  folely  confined  to  tbem,  but  extends 

<^a  ta 
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to  almoft  every  kind  of  art  aad  manufaAure,  to 
the  great  injury  of  the  nation  and  the  manifeft 
advantage  of  otjjcr  kingdoms.  A  very  mate- 
rial advantage  would  refult  from  the  perma- 
nence of  the  mufeam,  as  annual  exhibitions 
could  never  anfwer  the  purpofes  which  either 
the  artifts  or  the  public  feek  for  ;  perpetual 
ones  would;  as  the  frequent  opportunities  of 
difplaying  their  performances,  would  operate  as 
an  inducement  to  catch  the  artifl's  fancy  on  the 
wing;  and  however  tardy  they  may  be  in 
finifliing  their  pieces,  they  might  always  ex- 
hibit  fuch  of  their  works,,  as  would  bed  fuit 
their  expeAations  ;  by  flich  means^  a  fpirit  for 
the  arts,  manufaSures  and  mechanics  of  the 
country,  would  be  revived. 

A  MUSEUM  of  this  kind  would  attraA  the 
notice  of  mechanical  geniufes  of  every  kind, 
and  the  exhibitions  themfelves,  would  receive 
confiderable  improvement  by  the  criticifm  of 
Tifitors.  It  is  therefore  reafonahle  to  hope  that 
,fixch  a  place  would  become  an  almoft  certain 
market  for  men  of  diflferent  mechanical  avo- 
cations to  ajiply  to  for  ingenious  perfons  of 
all  defcripuons. 

FOREIGK 
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n^  FoBiEiGNKRS  as  well  as  nai|ves,  C3^cel|ing  in 
.their  various  arts,  would  be  induced  by  fuch 
aninltitution^  to  fend  in  famples  of  thieir  per- 
formances, or  attend  perfonally  with  tbem^  as 
they.«^Duld  have  Tizclj  fair  adyant|i^es  of  cGjJ- 
pjaying  their  abilities,  without  fpentJiug^  ^h^^'' 
time  io  want  and  hopelefs  expeflation,  arifing 
from  promifc^  of  recommendation  to  employ- 
ment. But  by  this  conftant  cxhibitjouj  if  an  ar- 
uft  has  merit,  let  him  be  rich  or  poor,  native  or 
foreigner,  there  2^:e  hia  works  und  there  is  the 
man.  To  ipen  of  liberal  minds,  it  is  but  a  me- 
}ancholyjre%£lion,  that  many  great  and  bright 
geniufes^hayg  liyed;  fnd  died  unknown,  per- 
haps flarv^,  wbilft  in  pujrfuit  of  .fome  ufeful 
projeft.  Of.  fop  want  of  an  opportunity  of  dif- 
covering'  their  talents  h«v^  fiiuk  ,^ito ,  i,he 
grave,  wretched  pifikures-of  .w^M.^pd  mifcry. 
Perhaps  their  Jofe  .vw§^n  irfepajpable  one  to  fb- 
cicty : — fuch  men  niay  be  aptly  compared  to 
beauteous  flowers  growing  in  a  defert,  which 
bloom  for  a  while,  and  then,  perifh  in  a  gra- 
dual decay,  vifible  only  to  their  creator. 

By  fuch  an  Inftitution  as  this,  the  Tons  of 
art  might  be  called  forth ;  they  might  be  aided 
;n  their  pUrfoir,  encouraged  in*  their  induftry, 
and  introduced '  into  the  world,   an  honotfr, 
prnament,  and  advantage  to  their  country. 

q^  How 
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How  many  do  the  fertile  imagiuaLions  of 
one  ingenious  artift  or  mechanic  give  bread  to? 
As  the  richeft  gems  are  found  in  the  bowels 
cif  the  earth,  fo  frequently  in  the  miferable  ha- 
Citations  of  the  poor,  the  brighteft  talents. and 
the  fineft  geniufes  are  difcovprcd.  Provi- 
dence gives  the  foil,  hut  it'is  the  labour  and 
ingenuity  of  riian,  which  muft  bring  forth  the 
abundant  produce,  ' 

Mr.  Ellis,  a  worthy  and  ingenious  man,  by 
his  own  individual  exertion  has  eftablifted  a 
mufeum  in  Alarj^  Street,^  which,  if  general  en- 
couragement, or  parliamentary  aid  had  counte- 
nanced, would  fliortly  become  an  ofcjeA  of 
public  utility.  'The  plan  requires  conftam 
|kttehtion,  much  labour,*  and  copfiderable  ex- 
pence  ;  J^fid  mufl,  therefore,  incniably  fall  10 
ruin;  unlefs  liberally 'encouraged  and  counte- 
nanced, by  the  bounty  of  parliament,  with  the 
jgener<^ity  and  munificence  of  the  public. 

At  Mr.  Ellis's  mufeum,  the  works  of  many 

fajQioiJis  artifls,  are  to  be  H^eU)  and  among  others 

ihofeof  a  riling  ind  very  promifiug  genius, 

M^.  William  Cijiming,    a  youn^'pianof  ac- 

-^If^P^vled^ed  .mei^it,  wh.ofe'ppdAJ aions  recently 

■'-..."-   '^  •  \     -    ^     •^-       met 
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ijict  wich  a  decided  and  flattering  prefereuce 
from  the  corporation  of  the  metropolis  j  \vhen 
proppfaU  were  held  out  to  Irifli  artifts,  for  the 
beft  portrait  of  a  late  truly  refpcAable  Lord 
Major. 

It  would  be  an  iojuftice  to  maay  diftin* 
guifhed  charaflers  in  the  kingdom,  to  omit 
mentioning,  that  they  avail  them felves  of  every, 
opportunity  not  only  to  prcipoie,but  to  encpvr-, 
s^e,  the  arts  and  artifl$  (^f  their  own  country. 
Lord  Shannon,  the  right  honourable  the; 
Speaker,  Colonel  Burton  Conyugham,  CoL 
Hayes,  of  Avondale,  and  Gen,  Cunninffhame> 
lignalize  themfelves  on  this,  as  w^lKas  on 
every  other  occafion,  where  the  trade,  ma- 
nufadures  or  agriculture,  of  the  kingdom  are 
(X>ncerned. 

Thk  cirvilizatioQ  and  profperity  of  the  na* 
lion  have  been  confiderably  retarded,  for  want 
of  encouraging  the  fine  arts  in  this  kingdom  j 
and  nothing  (hort  of  pafliamentary  interfe* 
rence,  can  ever  raife  them  from  their  languid 
ftate,  and  give  them  that  efficacy  and  energy 
fo  neceffary  to  render  them  of  public  utility* 
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Wk  Ihall  fay  little  of  the  flaie  of  fciencc 
and  literature  in  the  kingdom  at  this  day, 
Jiihes  reno^are  dolor  em!  where  are  we  to 
look  for  another  Maecenas,'  who  ^  animates 
men  of  Icttiers,  not  only  by  his  example,  but 
ty  his  generofity  ?  Alas;!  the  greater  part  of 
men  of  fortune,  whofe  peculiar  province  it 
is,  to  encourage  fcience  by  a  well  timed  libera- 
lity, are  fo  fqrrounded  by  objefls  of  luxury 
and  diflipation,  that  they  h^ve  neither  the  means 
hor  the  time  to  attend  to  literary  merit,  it  is  a 
melancholy  faft,  that  men  of  merit  and  genius 
\vi  tlie  literary  wot  Id,  can  fcarce  make  out  a 
fub{iftet»,<fe  by  their  labours,  much  lefs  procure 
an  eftablithment,  which  would  relieve  them 
from  thenqpeffity  of  writing  for  bread. 

At  this  enlightened  day,  ftiall  we  hurt  the 
feelings  of  a  once  generous  nation,  no  lefs 
diilingbilhed  for  tafte  '  than  '  for  liberaliry, 
by  aflerting  that  men  of  real  genius  not  only 
languilh  in  the  Ihades  of  obfcurity,  but  are  li- 
terally flarving  ?  '  Where  has  fled  bur  ancient 
love  of  fcience,  and  our  boafted  fpirit  of 
gcBcrolity  ? 

SUAU 
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Shall  the  crafty  and  perfidious  Catherine 
of  Ruffia  not  only  coufer  pennons  on  many* 
learned  men,  but  adopt  every  means  in  her 
power,  to  encourage  native  genius  in  her  do- 
minions by  the^  foundation  of  coHeges  and 
academics;  With  fuch  profufc  liberally 
in  the  fupport  of  them,  as  have  encouraged 
menoffcience,  from  moft  countries  in  Europe, 
to  frequent  her  courts,  fas  eft  ah  Jwfte  doceri  \ 
even  let  ;he  example  of  fuch  a  policy  fhame 
us  into  imitation,  and  let  not  the  annals  of  a 
beneficent  prince  be  tarniftied  for  want  of 
true  generofny,  and  due  regard  to  merit  an4 
genius. 

Some  thirty  years  fince,  more  of  the  public 
money  had  been  voted  away,  by  ihc  fcrambling 
committee  oJL  the  boufe  of  commons,  for  mere 
jobs,  in  one  fqfliou  of  parliament,  than  would 
be  neceflT^ry  from  that  period  to  the  prefeut, 
for  the  adequate  encouragement  of  fciencc 
and  genius.  Such  a  well-timed  and  judi- 
cious bounty  would  be  efteeuied,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  ingenious  part  of  mankind,  an 
atonement  for  many  of  the  difgraccful  errors 
of  the  period  alluded  to, 

H  ow- 


HowEVifi,  aiDuJft  tjje  cloud  of  difcourage- 
ment  which,  for  fomip  tJAie,  has  bung  over  ifae 
drooping  genius  of  literature  in  this  kingdom  ; 
a,  few  men  have  cuUivated  jbeir  reafon,    aod 
cHablifbed  cpnfer^jQceS' for  ihe  jijutual  comxriu* 
uicaiiou  of  learne<|  difcovcri^s^  and  for  the  ad-p 
vancement  of  fgience,  police  jitefatu  re  and  an.- 
liquiiies,    Thcfe  gentlemen,  in  the  year  178*5, 
have  procured  a  patent,  and  v^ere' incorporated 
jinder  the  dcnominatioi)  of  the  Royal  Irish  Aqa^ 
^etny.  Tbey  havefince  confiderably*encrcafed 
their  nt^mbefs,  ^nd  have  been  of  nauch  fervice 
^n  the  paufe  of  fciencc.    Their  learned  prefi- 
dent  animates  the  focicty,  not  only  by  his  ejf- 
ample,  J)ut  by  his  bounty, 

NoTwiTHSTANPiNc  the  mauifeft  difadvan* 
tages  and  difcouragements,  that  literature  has 
laboured  under  in  this  kingdom,  yet  Ireland  aj 
the  prefent  moment,  is  diftinguiftied  for  fome 
ineti  of  fuperior  genius,  whq  have  drawq  on 
themfelves  and  their  native  country  the  efteem 
and  attention  of  furroupding  nations, 

Mr.  Kirwak  is  univerfallj^  allowed  to 
rank  among  the  firft  chemifts  of  the  age  Drs. 
p'Halloran,  Campbell  and  Crawford,  are  cod« 

fidercd 
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iidcred  deg^nt  and  ^kborate  authort.  Drs^ 
Drennan,  Cnimpc,  and  M^Kenna  are  ur i-ers, 
juftly  eftecmid  for  their  pcffpicuity,  precifion 
and  judgmeut.  Col.  Vallancey,  Dr.  Ledwich, 
Capt.  Oufley,  and  Meflrs.  Beau&rt,  Walker, 
Jlahiihon,  aud  OTlauagad  appear  foremoft  in 
the  lift  of  Irifh  ahtiquariaos.  Meflrs.  GrifEtb, 
Barber,  and  Campbell,  have  evincjed  no  fmall 
Jhare  of  juJgmem  in  thpir  produflion^.  Dean 
Hamikoh^  Dr.' Young,  and  the  two  Stacks  are 
celebrated  for  clarflic  elegance,  mathematical  pre- 
cifion, and  philofophic  refearch.  The  Rer;  Mr. 
Auflin,-  and  Mr.  Harding,  have  difiinguifhcd 
themfelvesby  feverklnfeful  and  ingenious  pub- 
caiions.  The  poetic  genius  of  Preflon  is  much 
admired,  and  the  writings  of  the  Rev.  Arthur 
O'i  eary,have  acquired  much  celebrity  for  their 
conciliating  tendency,  and  comprehenfive  phi- 
lanthropy. The  Earlof  Ch^rlemont,  by  his  ad- 
mired wriiings,  hath  enriched  both  claffic  and 
philofophic  lore;  and  the  truly  dignified  Pre- 
late, who  prefides  over  the  church  9f  Ir>?land, 
is^no  lefs  an  ornament  to  religion,  by  his  un- 
affefled  piety  and  -virtue,  than  he  is  to  the  re^ 
publip  of  letters  by  his  pfofoiind  erudi- 
tion and  valuable  literary  communications. 
Drs.  Wade  and  Dickfon,  have  added  confider- 
al^ly  to  medicinal  knowledge  by  their  late  pub 

llcations 


licaiiooi,  •  and  wb^  Df .  Purcell  favpurs  the 
:9irorld  wiib  bis  lucubr;^tioDs,  they  uill  do 
bonour  to  bis  (oumry,  apd  prove  an  acquifir 
fion  of  tb<r  utmoft  inproi^nl  tq  tbe  f(|cuky.  He 
is  a  Qian  of  profound  eruditioo,  a  pbilofopber^ 
a  gentleman,  tbe  firft  pbyficiap  coufefledly  ii^ 
IreUndi  and  above  all^  a  good  man* 

Tp  genius  w^s  duly  encouraged.  Ire? 
^nd  would  be  as-mucb  diflinguifh^d  forpo- 
etry,  eloquence,  biflory  and  oiber  byancbes 
of  polite  literature,  as  any  of  the  mpft  celebra^ 
ted  nation^.  Sqch  confiderations  imprefs  us 
pot  only  witb  regret,  but  indignation^  on  ac- 
count of  the  little  attention  pai4  to  tbe  ftatp  of 
{earning  in  this  kingdom.  It  i^  only  oxxif 
province  to  ?egret  tbe  numerous  evils  that 
refult  from  the  npgleft  of  letters^  and  point 
out  their  utility  tq  tb?  happiucfs  and  civili-r 
zation  of  tbe  kingdon^.  It  is  our  wi(h  to  fti- 
niulate  tbe  legiflature  to  thf  adoption  of  fome 
general  an^  coroprehenfive  fyftem  of  educa- 
tion, for  tbe  purpofe  of  removing  public  4^- 
porance,  and  enlightening  the  native  intcUi- 
gene?  oftj^e  mind. 
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An  cffeflual,  fyftem  of  national  education 
would  foon  kindle  a  noble  emulation  and 
literary  competition  amongft  proteflants,  pref- 
byterians,  and  catholics  ;  and  accelerate  the 
progrefs  of  our  tivilizadon.  The  military 
ardour  which  pervaded  the  volunteer  inflitu- 
lion,  in  a  few  years  cffefled  a  greater  degree 
of  civilization  than  the  interval  from  the  re- 
volution to  the  period  of  their  formation  had 
done  ;  and  this  was  folely  accomplilhed  by 
uniting  the  public  good  with  a  kind  of  per- 
fonal  ambition. 

It  is  by  no  means  neceflary  to  enter  intoa 
long,  debate  on  either  the  neceffity,  or  utility 
of  bringing  education  and  knowledge  to  the 
door  of  the  unlettered  peafant.  The  mode 
by  which  it  can  be  accomplilhed  and  means 
to  fupport  it  have  recently  been  pointed  out 
by  many  writers,  as  eminent  for  their  ta- 
lents, as  for  their  patriotifm.  It  therefore 
refls  with  the  wifdom  of  the  legiflaiure  to 
give  that  efficacy  to  a  wife  fyftem  of  gene- 
ral education,  that  the  importance  of  the  mea- 
fure  requires,  and  on  the  completion  of  which, 
the  morals,  virtue,  and  profperity  of  the  na- 
tion nreflentially  depend. 
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The  indulgent  reader  will  excufe  our  dwel- 
ling fo  long  on  a  fubjca  which  perhaps, 
may  feem  a  digreffion  from  the  main  dcfign 
of  the  work  ;  bat  our  apology  mufl  be  ground- 
ed on  the  elegant  and  humane  fcniiment 
of  the  laiin  poet,  hoinofum^  it  nil  humahi^  aii- 
tnufn  ameejfe  puto. 

Wk  now  refumc  the  narrative.  Few  occur* 
fences  of  any  moment  took  place  from  the  ar- 
rival of  Earl  Camden  until  the  meeting  ot 
parliament.  A  calm  Teemed  to  pervade  the 
kingdom  after  the  departure  of  Earl  Fitzwil- 
liam^  but  it  was  ferioufly  to  be  apprehended, 
that  it  was  that  fpecies  of  calm  which  ufual- 
ly  preceded  a  fiorm.  1  he  appointment  of 
a  new  viceroy,  diSufed  fufpicions,  fears  and 
alarms,  through  the  inafs  of  the  people. 

The  catholics  of  Dublin  had  deputed  de^ 
legates,  previous  to  Lord  Fizwilliam's  depar- 
ture, to  prefent  a  petition  to  his  majelly  for  a 
total  emancipation.  They  were  gracioufly  re- 
ceived ;  but  from  an  apprehenfion  that  fuch 
vifitants  might  be  two  troublefome  in  future, 
his  niajefiy's  minifters  informed  the  deputies^ 

tbat 
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that  the  king^s  pleafure  on  the  fubjc£l  of  ca*  . 
ibolic  claims  was  coaimuDicated  to  Earl  Cam* 
den  the  then  lord  lieutenant,  and  that  be  was 
the  proper  channel  through  whom  it  might 
be  known. 

The  deputatiofa  in  confequence  of  their  in- 
firuttions,  did  not  confider  themfelves  at  li* 
berty  to  make,  any  further  application.  They 
returned  and  communicated  the  refult  of 
their  deputation  to  a  numerous  meeting  of 
catholics,  convened  for  that  purpofe,  on  the 
9th  of  April,  at  Francis  Street  chapel. 

The  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  given  to 
the  delegates,  for  their  zeal  and  fidelity  in  ex- 
ecuting thetruft  repofed  in  them.  The  meeting 
Refolved,  that  they  derived  confolatton  un- 
der the  lofs  the  kingdom  fiiftaincd  by  the 
removal  of  the  late  popular  ad  mi  nift ration, 
in  contemplating  the  rifing  fpirit  of  harmony 
and  co-operation  among  all  fe6ls  and  defcrip- 
tion  of  Iriftim'en,  fo  rapidly  accelerated  by 
that  event,  and  they  earneflly  recommended 
to  the  catholics  of  Ireland,  to  cultivate  by  all 
poflible  means,  the   friend  (hip  and  affe&ion 
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of  tbeif  proteftam  brethren,  fatisfied  as  they 
were;  that  national  union  was  national 
ftrengthi  hhappincfs   and   profperity 

Thky  Iikewife  Refolvcd,  *'  That  they  were 
fincerely  and  unalterably  attached  lotherightsi 
liberties,  and  independence  of  their  native 
country  j  and  x\\ty  pledged  ihemfclves  col- 
le&ively  and  individually  to  r^fift,  ^vcn 
their  own  emancipation,,  if  propofed  to  be 
conceded  upon  the  ignominious  terms  of  au 
acquiefcence,  in  the  fatal  meafurc  of  an  unioja 
with  the  filler  kingdom.** 

A  LAttGx  body  of  the  ftudems  of  Trinity 
college,  who  on  that  day  had  waited. on  Mr. 
Grattan  with  an  addrefs,  came  to  Francis 
Street  Chapel,  during  the  fitting  of  the  ca> 
tholic  meeting;  they  were  admitted  in  the. 
mod  refpeflful  manner.  They  communicated 
their  addrefs,  together  with  Mr*  Grattan's 
anfwer  to  the  meeting ;  after  which  it  wai 
Refolved,  "  That  the  catholic  meeting  obfer- 
ved  with  grateful  cordiality  an  honeft  exulta- 
tion on  the  appearance  of  a  body  of  the  learned 
and  ingenuous  youth  oflrelapd,  amongft 
them  ;  they  accepted  their  patriotic  adoption 

of 
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6f  their  caufe  as  the  furcft  omen  of  its  fuccefs,' 
imd  they  invited  and  requcfted  the  prefcnt 
jrcfpedlable  vifitoirs,  with  their  brethren  of  the 
tiniverfity,  to  honour  their  future  meetings 
with  their  prefencc  and  fupport,  in  this  cafe 
ttey  feemed  to  found  their  hopes  of  complete 
emancipation,  or  the  caufe  of  Irifti  liberty,  as 
they  called  it,  on  the  union  among  Irifhracri 
alone. 

It  muft  appear  evident,  that  the  happi- 
nefs  and  profperity  of  Ireland,  cannot  other- 
wife  be  efifcfted,  than  by  an  union  among 
every  fe£l  and  defciiption  of  the  community  ; 
yet  the  condu6l  of  the  ftudents  on  this  oc- 
cafion  was  diametrically  repugnant  to  acade- 
mic infiitutions  and  regulations. 

Ir  iKre  look  back  to  the  former  ftate  of  the 
kingdom,  it  will  appear  felf-evident,  that 
our  prefent  fituation  isconfidefably  influen- 
ced  by  it.  The  firft  fpecimen  of  Engliih 
government,  in  this  country,  was  introduced 
by  a  barbarotjts  hotde  df  military  adventurers 
ivhofe  objed  was  plunder  and  devaHatJon. 
V01.  n.  K  Ttey 
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they  were  oppreflive  and  rapacious  in  their 
condufl,  and  denied  the  Irifh,  not  only  the 
benefits  of  the  Englifli  laws  and  conftitution, 
but,  onoccafions,    treated  them   as  enemies. 

When  Henry  II.  landed  in  Ireland,  wc 
were  not  inferior  to  England  in  eiiher  re- 
finement or  civilization.  But  from  that  pe- 
riod, to  the  reign  of  Henry  the  VIL  domcf- 
tic  feuds  and  foreign  wars,  fo  embarrafled  the 
affairs  of  England,  that  the  intercfls  of  Ire- 
land were  little  attcnd&i-'to. 

During  this  interval,  rapine  and  military 
tjrranny  not  only  rendered  the  natives  fe- 
rocious,  but  reduced  them  to  the  moft  deplo- 
rable fituation.  Penal  ftatutes  and  the  fword» 
were  the,  means  adopted  for  effefting  the  fctilc- 
inent  and  fecurity  of  the  land  ;  and  fcarce  a 
political  regulation  took  place  in  the  king- 
dom, until  the  days  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Under  the  reigns  of  James  and  Charles,  fa- 
naticifm  endeavoured  to  banifti  the  only  reli- 
gion known  to  the  people  ;    cruel  and  rapa- 
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cioiis  governors  attempted  to  inforce  by  the 
fword,  opinions  on  the  minds  of  the  people  ; 
as  well  as  by  a6ls  of  the  moft  favage  ctncltyi 
andbarbarous  feverity: 

NoN-coNFORMiTY  to  feligious  feformatioH 
was  too  often  made  the  pretext  for  robbing, 
not  only  the  native  Irilh,  but  alfo  the  early 
Englifti  adventurers  ;  and  the  recent  fcttlers,  ill 
order  to  add  ftabiliiy  to  their  ill-acquired  pro- 
perty, did  their  utmoft  to  fupport  and  maintaiii 
a  fupremacy  ia  England,  over  this  kingdom. 

The  natives  were  excluded  ftonl  the  ho- 
iiours,  offices  and  emoluments  of  the  (late  ; 
and  were  robbed  of  their  properties,  and  per- 
fecuted  in  their  religion:  Thus  two  patties; 
as  diametrically  oppofite  in  public  as  in  private 
intereft,  were  formed  in  Ireland. 

A  SMALL  degree  of  refle£tion  on  the  fore- 
going clrcumftances,  will  account  for  the  op- 
pofuion  recently  given  to  catholic  emancipa- 
tion ;  but  it  is  an  oppofitidu,  which  will  yield 
to  time   and  reafon; 

RblioiouI  animbfity  will  be  fubdued   b^ 

tht  returning  tide  of*  human  benevolence  as 
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the  full  commuQication  of  political  power, 
cannot  in  the  courfe  of  things  be  inftamaneous, 
but,  like  the  fruit  of  the  earth,  it  muft  be  the 
growth  of  maturity,  and  the  gift  of  time. 

pRE^DiCK  and  illiberalicy  will  foon  be 
bauifhed  the  land>  and  all  diftindioos  will 
ceafe,  but  thole  of  a  good  or  bad  citizen. 
What  a  pidure  of  liberality  and  moderation 
did  the  conduA  of  the  eftablifhed  clergy  of 
Ireland  exhibit,  during  the  recent  application 
for  catholic  emancipation  ?  Many  pious  and 
learned  prelates  exerted  their  eloquence  in 
parliament,  in  fupport  of  Catholicity  ;.and  the 
entire  body  of  the  proteftant  clergy,  in  their 
conduct  on  this  occafion,  have  fully  approved 
themfelve^  the  difciples  of  the  meek,  mild,  and 
gentle  author  of  cbriftianity. 

While  the  voice  of  religion  thus  accords 
with  that  of  the  people  at  large,  the  general 
wilh  muftlhortly  prevail ;  but  we  are  latisfied 
that  what  appears  from  the  temper  of  the  times 
impraaicable,  it  is  as  imprudent  to  folicit, 
as  it  would  be  deftrudive  to  the  nation  to  at- 
tempt by  any  other  means. 

In 
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In  confeqaeace  of  a  balloting  for  the  aug- 
aeDtatioB  iu  the  militia,  that  took  place  this 
feiliou,  riots  and  afirays  eofued  in  varions 
parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  many  of  the  igno- 
rant and  unfortunate  populace,  in  the  confli<£t, 
were  put  to  death  by  the  miliury. 

On  the  fitft  ballot  for  a  militia  in  this  king- 
dom, fimilar  bloody  fcenes  commenced,  owing 
entirely  to  a  mifconception  in  the  minds  of  the 
people,  with  refpedl  to  the  yeal  objeft  of  the 
inftitution  :  which  would  have  altogether  been 
prevented,  had  a  timely  and  pproper  explana- 
tion of  the  militia  bill  been  givieu.  There  is 
every  reafon  to  prefume,  that  the  augmenta- 
tion of  the  militia  this  year,  is  refilled  oil  the 
fame  principle  it  was  in  the  year  1792  ;  al|. 
which  might  have  been  prevented  by  fully  ex- 
plaining the  militia  a£l  to  the  people,  and  by  ^ 
judicious  fyftena  of  raifiiig  the  men. 

It  certainly  requires  a  little  more  addre£i 
than  the  generality  of  governors  and  deputy 
governors  who  conflituted  the  balloting  com- 
fliittees  poflefled  ;  to  reconcile  the  minds  of  the 
Jower  orders  of  the  people  at  this  crifis,  to  the 
giilitia  fyftem,    which  they  confidcy?d  little 
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Ihort  of  a  requifuion.  At  a  oiomcDt  vihen 
public  credit  is  unhinged,  and  multitudes  of 
inanufafturers  aftually  ftarving,  furely,  every 
precautioa  ought  to  be  ufed  to  conciliate  the 
lavourabk  opinion  of  the  people,  to  every 
additional  burden,  impofed  them. 

We  have  |ccn  with  forrow,  many  iuftances 
of  cruelty  in  quelling  popular  difturbances. 
The  idea  of  (bedding  the  blood  of  our  fellow- 
creatures,  ought  to'  e^scite  horror  in  every 
breaft,  howevtt  caljous  to  the  feelings  of  hu- 
manity; and  it  cannot  be  admiflible  but  upon 
the  moft  prefling  and  momentous  neceflity^ 
when  either  the  peace  t)f  the  kingdom,  or  the 
exiftence  of  fociety  js  menaced  with  de- 
ftruftion. 

But  the  vengeance  due  tp  this  enormous 
crime,  fhduld  not  be  exercifed  upon  every  iri- 
ilng  appearance  of  inftindive  refiftance,  how- 
ever mifguidcd,  a  diforderly  afleniblage  of 
lialf-ftarved,  unarmed  wretches,  opprefled 
^adeed,  as  unqueftionably  the  poor  of  this 
kingdom  are,  with  mifcry  and  want,  who  af- 
I'emble  either  to  communicate  their  grievances 
•  '  and 
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and  hardfliips,  or  to  dcvife  fome  fcheme  of 
redrcfs;  or  pr^>bably  fedueed  by  ibe  artful 
addrefs  of  fome  bafe  niifcreant,  with  the  infer- 
nal view  of  promoting  his  ambitious  fchemes, 
by  their  guilt.  Men  thus  led  to  commit  mo- 
meniary  afls  of  indifcretion  and  irregularity, 
are  by  no  means  objefls  of  dire  vengeance,  but 
rather  of  pity,  and  heart-rending  commife- 
ration. 

In  all  fuel)  cafes,  government  Ihould  impofe 
it  as  a  duty  on  the  civil  power,  to  ufe  their 
utmoft  efibns  to  make  the  infatiiated  and  de- 
luded people,  fenfible  of  their  dangers,  and 
their  errors,  at  the  fame  time  adminificjing  to 
them  the  pleafmg  hope  of  an  alleviation  of 
their  miferies.  Such  condufi  would  be  more 
confonant  to  the  mild,  and  perfuafive  precepts 
of  humanity,  and  much  mpre  honourable  an4 
advantageous  to  the  ftate,  than  to  butcher  them 
without  deliberation,  and  dfencb  their  remojjj- 
ftrances  with  their  blood* 

If  the  magiftratcs  confcientioufly  dlfcbarged 
their  duty,  little  tumult  or  riot  would  diflurb 
the  peace  of  the  country,  and  tfef  people  would 
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never,  from  defpair  of  redrefs,  be  brought  to 
the  perpetration  of  deeds  oif  violence  and 
outrage. 


Thje  former  miferies  of  Ireland  we  wilh 
to  fee  buried  in  everlafting  oblivion.  We  will 
therefore  pafs  them  over  without  comment . 
But  at  the  joyful  period  when  that  long-wilh«^ 
ed«for  union  among  the  people^  is  taking* 
place ;  let  the  bands  and  hearts  of  all  my 
countiymen  be  united  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  peace  and  profperity  of  the  nation.  Let 
neither  profcription,  nor  arms,  be  reforted  to ; 
but  let  conciliation,  take  place  of  both  :  let  in- 
duftry  Jpe  encouraged,  and  merit  rewarded. 

Thb  induftrious  peafantry  conftitute  the 
fupport  of  the  nation  ;  and  therefore  their 
minds  and  afiedions  ought  to  be  meliorated 
to  their  fituations,  and  made  as  comfonable 
as  a  flate  of  fubordinaiion  can  confidently  ad- 
mit of. 

Wk  fincerely  truft,  that  the  liberty  of  the 
fubjeft  may  never  experience  the  dreadful  at- 
tacks of  laft  year,  when  refpefi jblc,  decent  and 
'  '  induftri- 
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induftrious  men,  were  coufined  for  months 
in  a  common  gaol,  and  that  upon  the. evi- 
dence of  the  vileft  informers ;  bail  refn- 
fed,  trials  fufpended,  the  health  and  proper- 
ty of  the  innocent  prifoners  dcftroyed,  and 
Ht  their  acquittal  the  perjury  of  the  informers 
were  fo  notorious,  that  even  the  lawyers  for 
the  profecution  reprobated  it  in  the  mod  fe- 
vere  terms.  May  thefe  fcenes  never  be  remem- 
bered but  as  watch  lights  to  guard  us  againft 
fimilar  difafters  ! 

Ws  omitted  to  mention  in  the  tranfa£iions 
of  the  preceding  year,  that  an  highly  popular 
charader,  Mr.  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan, 
had  been  charged  with  treafonable  and  fediti- 
ous  ofiences,  and  that  having  abided  the  deci- 
fion  of  the  law,  was  found  guilty,  and  feuten- 
c*ed  to  two  years  imprifonment ;  but  fhortly  af- 
ter made  his  efcape  from  Newgate,  through  the 
connivance  of  the  deputy  gaoler.  The  often- 
fible  reafon  afCgned  for  Mr.  Rowan's  flight 
was,  the  apprehending  the  unfortunate  Mn 
Jackfon,  in  whofe  treafonable  and  traiterous 
fchemes,   it  appeared   that   Mr.  Rowan  had 

beca 
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been  deeply  implicated.     As  an  amiable  pri- 
vate chara6ler,   Mr.  Rowan  was  admired,   re- 
vered, andefteemed  ;  but  when  we  view  him 
in  a  public  capacity,  we  are  confounded  and 
furprized  ;  we  feel  for  the  man,   while  vrc 
condemn  and    execrate    his  political   creed. 
Behold   a  gentleman  of  confiderable  landed 
property,  of  poUlhed  and  refined  manners,   li- 
beral education,  and  blefled  with  the  greaieft 
of  all'domeftic  comforts,  a  good  wife  and 
numerous  progeny,   humane  beneficent  and 
charitable  ;  behold  fuch  a  chara£}er  led  aflray 
by  an  overheated  imagination,  or  through  ex- 
ceffive  credulity,  become  the  dupe  of  party  to 
embroil  the  peace  of  his  country;  yet,  on  ac- 
count    of    his    many    good   qualities,     we 
will  bury  in  the  grave  of  oblivion  one  crime, 
arid  fhed  a   tear   over  the   memory   of  the 
friend,   whofe  weaknefs  we  deplore. 

If  we  caft  our  eyes  around  us,  ,and  contem 
plate  the  ftate  of  Europe  for  fome  months 
paft,  the  fcene  is  not  only  awfuj  but  alarm- 
ing. The  arms  of  an  irrefiftible  and  viftori- 
pus  republic  every  where  triumphant  from 
Pyrenees  to  the  Rhine  ;  the  combined  powers 
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flying  or  fled  j  the  united,  ftates  of  Holland  an- 
nexed to  the  republic  of  France  ;  the  Stadhol- 
dcr  banifhcd,  and  his  power  abolifticd  ;  the 
Emperor  trembling  in  his  capital,  Pruflia 
temporifing  with  Great  Britain,  while  fecrct- 
ly  negociating  with  France.  Spain,  and  Italy, 
on  the  eve  of  a  revolution,  ^vhilft  in  the  midft 
of  the  univerfal  commotion,  the  odious  Ca- 
therine bad  fubjugated  a  kingdom,  and  de- 
throned a  virtuous  monarch. 


Ax  homCy  trade  nearly  annihilated  by  the 
continuation  of  the  war,   the  poor  ftarving, 
and  the  price  of  all  kinds  of  provifions  fo  ex* 
orbitantly  dear,  as  to  occafion  commotions  in 
feveral  parts  of    the  empire.     This  is  furcly 
a  critical   period  for   the  impofition   of  new 
taxes  and  new  burthens,  for  the  purpofc   of 
fubfidizng  foreign  princes,  in  order  to  guard 
their  own  territories.  At  a  time,  when  it  is  no- 
torious, that  all  thofe  powers  are  endeavouring 
to  patch  up  a  peace  with  there  public     of 
France  ;   arid  when  Britain,  at  the  commence-, 
ment  of  the  campaign,  has  ordered  home   the 

miferable 
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ble  remnant  of  a  once  flourifhing  army  tc^ 
guard  her  own  coafts  againft  foreign  invafion 
and  domeftic  commotion. 

We  bad  once  a  dignified  e:ciftence  in  Eu- 
rope,/«/m«5  Troes.  The  only  alleviation  of  the 
general  damp  and  gloom,  which  pervade  the 
empire,  is  the  recent  marriage  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  with  an  amia- 
ble Princefs  of  the  illuftrious  Houfe  of  BrunC- 
wick  ;  an  event  which  has  cheered  defpon- 
dency,  and  diffufed  joy  through  the  breads  of 
a  loyal  people  and  benevolent  fovereign. 

But  wife  meafures  ought  inllantly  to  be 
adopted  by  the  minifters  of  the  crown,  to 
prevent  the  dangerous  example  of  a  neigh- 
bouring nation  infufing  her  poifonous  princi- 
ples into  the  hearts  of  our  people,  to  the 
fubverfion  of  our  conftit\ition,  and  the  over- 
throw of  civil  fociety.  The  remedy  is  at 
hand,  it  confifts  in  one  word, — peace.  Nothing 
but  that  can  reftore  public  confidence  and 
public  qredit,  revive  the  drooping  manufac- 
tures 
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tures  of  the  country,  and  give  animation   and 
vigour  to  trade  and  commerce. 

A  BILL  had  pafTed  the  commons  this  fef- 
fion,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  brewery. 
It  was  a  bill  of  much  importance,  as  mod  ma« 
lerially  connefled  with  the  health  and  morals 
of  the  people  ;  it  was  therefore  a  meafure  of 
muph  general  expe£lation.  However,  on  the 
fecond  reading  of  it  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  ic 
^as  warmly  aud  fuccefsfuUy  oppofed  by 
the  lord  chancellor,  for  which  oppofition^s 
lordfhip  aflSgned  the  following  reafons  :  That 
however  defirable  the  objed  of  the  bill  might 
have  been,  yet  it  was  fo  formed  as  to  be  utterly 
inadmiflible;  it  went,  his  lordfhip  obferved,  to 
.  a  direcl  violation  of  a  com  pa  A  between  par- 
liament and  the  crown,  in  a  commutation  of 
the  civil  lift  for  the  hereditary  revenue,  fo 
fir  as  concerned  the  duties  on  beer  and  ale 
without  fubftituting  any  other  revenue  iij 
lieu  thereof.  It  went  alfo  to  repeal  the  pji-f 
vileges  vefted  by  Mr.  Beres^rd's  excife  lawa 
in  revenue  officers  for  infpeding  the  premi- 
fcs  of  brewers  in  fuch  manner  as  would  be 
moft  ufeful  to   the  revenue. 

The 
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The  coufideratioa  of  the  bi\l  waspoftpou-*^ 
cd  for  a  fo^-inigbt,  as  the  houfe  of  com^ 
mous  had  adjourned  for  a  week,  and  would 
in  the  interim  m?et,  and  being  apprized  of 
the  objeflionable  parts  of  the  bill,  might  pre- 
pare another  copfonant  to  the  principle,  but 
free  from  the  objedions  of  the  prefent  billi 

The  commons  brought  forward  another 
bill,  free  from  the  above  objeaion5,  whi^h 
has  fince  paffed  into  a  law  ;  whereby  the  brew- 
cj|||will  be  encouraged  effedttally,  ^nd  the 
health,  morsjjs,  and  indaftry  of  the  people 
prefervod. 

It  would  conduce  much  to  the  intereft 
and  honour  of  the  crown,  as  well  as  to  the 
peace  and  happinefs  of  the  kingdom,  to  ^m* 
plify  the  revenue  fyftem,  which  has  now  be- 
come inexplicablie  even  to  the  fapient  framers 
'  of  it.  If  ever  any  fyftem  can  introduce  def- 
potifin  and  arbitrary  government  into  the 
kingdom,  it  will  be  the  revenue  fyftcuK 

The  nation  cannot  be  too  guarded  againft 
the  encroachments  of  a  code,  which  has  al? 

ready 
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ready  conftituted    in  this  country  imperium 
in  imperio. 

Thk  entire  fyftcm  is  become  objeflionable 
on  many  accounts*  It  certainly  is  incompati- 
ble with  every  idea  of  juftice,  that  the  fame 
fet  of  men  ftiould  fit  as  judge  and  jury  on  the 
property  of  the  nation.  It  is  a  principle  which 
our  conftitution  abhors,  and  has  crept  into  ufe 
in  a  furreptitious  manner. 

It  is  alledged  that  unlefs  the  commiflioners 
of  the  revenue  were  irivefted  with  a  fummary 
power  of  deciding  on  revenue  matters  between 
the  fubjeft  and  the  crown,  the  courts  of  law, 
from  their  ufual  delay,  would  not  for  years  be 
able  to  difpofe   of  revenue  fuits. 

Although  we  fincer^ly  lament  the  delay 
and  procraftination  of  the  courts  of  law,  yet 
with  all  their  inconveniencies  we  ought  to 
prefer  them  to  anew  jurifdidlion,  unknown  to 
the  conftitution,  and  which  may  be  converted 
to  dangerous  ufes. 

A  SIMPLIFICATION  of  the  revenue  cod^^ 
would  remove  all  the  inconveniencies  and 
fcandalous  abufes  that  pervade  a  fyflem,  where 

fraud 
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fraud,  opprelCoi)^  and  peculaiionj  are  {o  pre- 
dominant. 

Thereby  the  neceffity  of  litigation  would  be 
precluded,  and  the  coUedion  of  the  revenue 
facilitated,  while  the  country  would  be  re«r 
lieved  from  the  intolerable  burthen  of  paying 
between  feventeen  and  eighteen  per  cent,  for 
the  colledion  of  a  revenue,  that  on  aa 
average  ought  in  juftice,  not  to  exceed  ievea 
per  cent,  which  even  is  confiderably  higher, 
than  what  Great  Brits^n  pays>  on  a  fimilar  en- 
gagement. 


CHAF. 
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G    H    A    P.      XV. 

jki  Houfe  of  Commons  met  purfuant  to  ad/ourn- 
ment — Their  Proceedings — Riots  in  man^ 
Parts  of  England  on  account  of  the  fcarcity 
of  Provifons — Ttisdofthe  Rev,  Wm.  Jackfon^ 
for  High  TreafpHr-Rf4fid  Gu^y — Mr.  Jackfon 
dies  in  the  Court — Strangers  excluded  the  Gal^ 
lery  of  the  Houfi  of  Commons — Admitted 
aga^n  undet  certain  RefiriSions — A^  RefponfihU 
lity  Bill  introduced-^A  Bill  for  the  abolition 
of  the  Police — Acqtiittai  of  Warren.  Hafiings 
— Roman  Catholic  Bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Grat* 
tan — lis  Fate — EaH  Fitzwilliam  in  the  Bri- 
tijb  Holtfe  of  Peers y  demands  ah  Enquiry  to  be 
made  into  the  Cavfe^  of  his  tecal-^Obfer^ 
vatibns  on  Lord  Carlijle's  Re^ly  to  Lord  Fitz.'-^ 
zvilliam^s  Letters — Riots  in  Connaught — Oi- 
fervations  on  thef^e  Catholic  Regiments  ordered 
to  be  raifed — The  cruelty  of  employing  Crimpi 
in  the  Recruiting  Service-^The  Ingenuity  of  the 
French  in  the  Invention  of  the  Telegraphe — A 
Defcription  of  it — Refe^ion^  ^tif^g  from  the 
CircumflancetoftheTimes — 4^  Enquiry  into  the 
Secejfwn  of  the  Headj  of  the  Whig  Party,  to  the 
Vol*  IL  S  fupport 
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of  the  prefent  Adminifiration — T5k  BM  tm 
extend  Eccitftajiical  Leafes  to  three  Lrues,, 
thrown  out  in  tike  Lords — Mr.  Graydms  Mo- 
tion relative  to  Mr.  Ottiwell — Sir  Laurence 
Purfon^s  Motion  relative  to  the  Number  of 
Troops  on  the  EJlablishment^ 

An   ,--%^    nr^H'E    Houfc  of  Commona 
*u.  1795..     I  „        I-  ,. 

^  JL     met  purfuaxit  to   tdjoum^ 

mcDt  onTuefdaj)^  the  21ft  of  April.    An  an* 

fwer  from  his  eacellency  the  loid  lieuteoantr 

to  the  addreii  of  the  houie,  was  reported,  and 

ordered  to  be  entered  oik  the  jbumals.     Jt 

congratulatory  addrefs  was*  agreed  00,  to  bis^ 

majefty  on  the  happy  event  of  the  Prince  of 

Wales's  nuptials  with  a  princefs  of  the  houfb 

of  Brunfwick  ;   and  an  addrefs  was  alfo  voted' 

to  her  Majefty  at  the  fame  time,  to  congrata* 

Tate  her  on  the  flime  joyful  event.. 

It  mud  be  admuted  that  thecoudud  of  our 
C^een  has  been  extremely  exemplary,  both  as 
a  wife,  and  as  a  mother.  She  has  been  a  perfed 
pattern  of  female  excellence,  in  each  of  thefe 
characlers ;  wherefore  an  addrefs  of  this  kind 
muft  be  extremely  grateful  to  her  majefty's 
fbelings  on  that  happy  occafion. 

Ma, 
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Mr.  Forb£$    prefentod  tkc    tfeafury  bill,  i 

Which  was  received.  Mr^  Pelhanx's  condu£l 
on  this  occafioo  was  manly  and  candid,  it  wa< 
both  gentlemanlike  and  conciliatory: 

Mr.  Grattam  moved  that  a  committee 
(hould  be  appointed,  to  take  into  confideratiod 
the  ft  ate  of  ibe  nation ;  the  objed  of  which 
was,  to  inveftigate  the  caufe  of  Earl  Fitzwil- 
liam's  fudden  recal  from  this  country.  The 
motion  was  tiegatived  by  a  majority  of  lio.  In 
the  courfe  of  thtf  debate,  it  appeared  that  ar* 
rangememsi  and  not  meafu res, were  thereat 
caufe  of  Lord  Fitzwllliam's  removal  ;  and 
upon  the  whole  it  was  evident,  there  had  been 
too  much  addrefs  upon  one  part  ;  and  tod 
much  placidity  on  the  other. 

Mr;  SeCretarV  Prl^am  avowed,  tliat 
he  and  hi^  frletids,  o^pofed  Mt*.  Pitt,  un- 
til the  urgency  of  public  Concerns  demanded 
the  affiftance  and  concurtelictf  of  every  frtend 
to  his  cdUntry ;  thejr  coiilefced  inth  him  with- 
out any  ftipulaiiod  whatfoevef.  They  oppofed 
Mr.  Pitt  on  principle,  and  were  now  induced 
{torn  the  neceffity  of  the  times  to  fupport 
him  OB  princi|>ltf,  and  they  fliated  in  officcy 

S  z  that 
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thit  ihtj  might  ihave  in  refp^ifibility.  He 
declined  entering  farther  oa  the  motives 
which  occafioned  the  eoalition  between  the 
Duke  of  PortUad  and  bis  friends,  with  Mr. 
Pitt.  It  certainly  could  anfwer  no  faluury  pur- 
pofe,  and  might  be  confttucd  into  an  a£t  of 
indifcretion,  and  probably  a  violatioa  of  coa-* 
fidence.  . 

An  addrels  of  congratulation  was  moved  to 
the  princefs  of  Wales  exprelfive  of  the  happi- 
nefs  and  cordial  fatisfa^lion  of  alibis  majefty^s 
fubjedb  on  the  happy  occafion  of  her  Royal 
Higbne&'s  nuptials  with  the  heir  apparent. 

Thb  high  price  of  proviiionff  ha(J  been  pro- 
du£iive  of  riots  and  tumults  in  vatrious  parts 
of  Great  Biitain  during  thefe  few  weeks  pad  r 
but  to  the  honour  of  Ireland  may  k  be  faid, 
that  although  provifions  had  rifen  to  exorbi- 
tant prices^  yet  the  people  remained  peaceable 
and  quiet,  if  we  except  fome  few  inftances  to 
the  contrary,  occafioned  by  the  militia  bufi- 
•Befs,  the  high  price  of  lands,  and  low  price  of 
labour*. 

How  far  it  was  prudent  in  government,  at 
a  moment  of  general  fiu'mem,  to  force  an  ad* 

ditional 
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diiional  new  ballot  throughout  the   kingdom^ 
the  coofequcnces  will  ftiew. 

We  abhor  a:ll  tendency  to  fedition  and  riot, 
but  we  are  perfuaded  from  the  moft  attentive 
coniideration  that  rack  rents,  enormous  grand 
jury  afleffments,  together  with  the  infufion  of 
French  prin^ciples  and  the  low  price  of  labour, 
have  in  a  great  meafure  fomented,  and  kept  up 
the  fpirit  of  defenderifm  in  the  country.  Were 
thefe  evils  removed,  the  kingdom  would  no 
longer  be  difturbc^  by  Defenders, 

This  is  not  a  feafon  for  irritation,  when 
Europe,  emerging  from  the  convnlfions  of  war, 
is  menaced  with  a  general  famine,  .and  the 
poor  are  brooding  over  their  wjctchednefs  ancj. 
mifery  in  filent  difcontent. 

HowjivER.we  may  a^iprove the  militia  fyftem 
as  A  good  mode  of  national  defence,  yet  we  are 
fully  f^tisfied  that  it  ought  not  to  be  attempted 
by  ballot  in  a  couiitry  circumfts^iced  as  this 
is,  at  this  period.  The  peafantry  were  not 
foUyjprepared  for  fucha  meafure,  wherefore  the 
balloting  has  been  attended  with  difficulties, 
outrage  s^ndiiot,  which  might  have  been  pre^? 
S  ^  vente4 
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vented  by  adopting  a  njpde  more  palatable  tq 
the  people. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  a  remarkable  trial  toofc 
place  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  before  lord 
Clonniel.  It  was  for  high  treafon,— -a  crime 
fcarcely  heard  of  in  this  kingdom  for  accniury 
pad.  The  Rev.  William  Jackfon  arrived  at 
Du]!>lin  from  England,  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1794.  His  objed  was  to  learn  ftie  Hate  of  the 
kingdom,  and  to  communicate  the  fame  to 
the  national  convention,  for  the  purpofe  of  in- 
ducing them  to  invadjc  this  kingdom,  and  over- 
turn our  prefent  happy  conftjtuiion  in  church 
and  flate. 

The  indiclment  confided  of  fourteen  diffe- 
rent counts,  which  all  went  to  two  diflinA 
points  of  criminality.  The  one  purpofihg  and 
imagining  the  king's  death,  and  the  other  ad- 
hering'to  the  king's  enemies  ;  either  of  which, 
by  the  flatute  of  Edward  III.  upon  which  Mr. 
jackfon  was  indidled,  confiituted  in  law  the 
crime  of  high  treafon. 

Th£  feveral  charges  againft  the  prifoner  were 
proved  by  an  informer  of  the  n^me  of  Coc- 
^yn4  an  En^lilhmau.  Mr.  Jackfon  being  unable 

to 
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ra  adduce  any  evidence  to  invalidate  the 
'Charges,  or  counterad  the  teftiraony  of  theia« 
fornier,  after  a  trial  of  confiderable  lengtii,  the 
prifouer  was,  by  a  very  Tefpeftable  jury  found 
guilty,  but,  from  motives  ef  bumanity,  they 
J'ecommended  hira  as  an  objeA  c^f  mercy.  He 
was  allowed  \yy  the  court  four  day*  to  affign 
•caufe,  why  judgment  Ihould  not  pafs  on  him  ; 
at  the  expiration  of  which  he  was  brought  up 
xo  the  court  of  King's  Bench  ;  but  previous  to 
his  receiving  fcntence,  he  fuddenly  exprred  in 
the  dock,  the  eSed  of  poifon,  as  was  generally 
%>elieved  :  the  unfortunate  man  feemed  from 
At  commencement  ©f  -his  traiterOus  defigns, 
to  be  under  the  infiuence  of  an  infatuation 
merging  on  inlamiy.  This  is  the  only  apology 
ive  can  offer,  either  in  extenuation  of  hiscrime 
•*0r  his  tragical  and  unchriftian-Iike  exit. 
While  in  prifon,  Mr.  Jackfon  wrote  an  aufwer 
to  Paine's  Age  of  Reafon,  in  which  he  op- 
pofed  the  abfurd  principles  of  that  vile  deiftw 
-cal  writer.  It  is  to  be  lamented,  liowever,  that 
tie  Ihould  terminate  his  cxiftence,  by  an  ad  fo 
repugnant  to  the  principles  he  avowed,  and  fd 
icongcnial  to  thofe  of  the  enemies  of  our  holy 
religion  ;  fuicide  beiug  coniidered  by  deiUs 
ills  an  a£l  of  magnanimity  and  true  heroifm, 

a  dodbrine 
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a  ttoArine'aB  incompatible  with  the  chriftian 
difpenfatiod  as  it  is  with  the  firft  principles  dt 
nature,  and  originating  in  pride  or  eow&rdfce. 

It  does  credit  to  the  moderation  orihepre- 
foiit  times/ihWdeiftical  wrtiers-havb  beea  oei- 
ih^r  attacked^  nor  called  to-an  accouut'fori  their 
writings  by  any  civil  or  cecteGaftical  .power. 
Two  ^hundred  years  ago,*  they  could  not  hfavc 
dared  todofo.  Without  endangering^ their  Uvea, 
add  within  that  fpaceof  time  hiftocy  nientioos 
feveral  Unitarians,  Socinians  and  Arians,  who 
have  fuffered  attbe  ftake,  or  account  of tb^ir 
religious  tenets.  There  are,  we  fuppofe  many 
deiits  in  this  kikigdom,  though  deiflical  wri- 
ili^gs  do  notatiprefeiit  appear  fo  frequemlijr 
as  th^y  did  about  fifiy  yeafsfince;  the  fubjefl 
indeed  is  nearlyesbaulled,  anU  Mr.  Paine^s 
Ageof  Bi<^fon  has  added  but  little  to  thcfdld 
flock.  Biit even  the  writingsof  Hume  and 
Gibbon;  which  have  been  dircAly.or  iudircAly 
kvdlpd  againil  the  Chriflian  religion,  have 
long  fince  funJc  into  merited  oblivion,  where* 
fore,  we  have  Utile  to  apprehend  from  the 
author  of  the  Age  of  Reafon. 

FOK- 
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FoitM«iiLY  the  attacks  of  *tbe  dofts  again'ft 
the  Chrittian  rtligioa   were  t^hidly  lev<flled 
at  'the  facred  writtn^s,     and  rtie  ftmdamen- 
tal    of  its  faith  ^founded  trpon   ttiern ;     but 
the  modern  free-thinkers  pcrfuadc  themfeWes, 
that  they  have «  hft  Tompheted  a  fyficm  of 
tieifm.        They  fooHftily  bdlieve    fhey  have 
found  <he  true  principles,  tierived  from  reafoa 
and  experience  ;  by  whii*h  they  can  ove^jhrow 
all  kinds  of  eftablifhed  relrgion.     They  there- 
fore thirik  that  attac^ks  upon  the  bible  are  alto- 
gether nnneceffary,  and  that  by  defending  and 
adhering  to  their  pretended  Tyftem,  and  adopt- 
ed favourite  principles,  they  effeftuallyfet  ill 
that  authority  afide,  -Whicih   hitherto  the  pro- 
feffors   6f  chriftianity   have  a'fcribed   to   the 
facred    writings.      Ahhough  at   preTcnt,  the 
hell-fire  club  does  notexift,  yet  were  a  new 
one  ro  be  erefled,  we  believe,  there  would  be 
by  no  means  a  want  of  perfons,  who  are  abun- 
dantly qualified  for  fuch  a  fraternity. 

Most  of  thofe  who  expiate  their  crimes  with 
the  forfeiture  of  their  lives,  attribute  their  me- 
lancholy end  to  fdhhalh'hrcdking,  and  a  total 
neglcft  of  the  excellent  moral  precepts  enjoin- 
rd  by  the  Chriftian   religion;  wherefore  the 

pr^ 
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promulgation  of  irreligious  and  confequendj 
pernicious  doarines,  ought  lo  he  totally  pro- 
hibited, and  diffipation  and  vice,  difcoante- 
nanoed  and  fupprefled  by  the  kgiflattrre. 

Immoral  writings  and  indecent  prints  have 
been  extremely  detrimenul  to  that  morality, 
which   is  pronounced   the   fupport    of    the 
fociety  in  which  we  live.     It  would  redound 
much  to  the  honour  of  the  police  of  Dublin, 
to  devife  fome  effeftual  means   for  leffeniug 
the  baneful  evils,  arifing  firom  the  number  of 
proftitutes  that  prowl  through  moft  parts  of  the 
city.  The  number  of  thcfe  wretched  females 
cncreafes  daily,  wandering  about  in  the  ftrceu 
by  dozens,  not  only  at  night,  but  even  at  nooa 
day :  many  of  them  are   fcarcely  twelve  or 
thirteen  years  of  age,  'who  by  following  their 
unfortunate  occupation  bring  themfelves  and 
many  of  our  youth  to  untimely  ends,  or  finiflj 
their  days  in  extreme  diftrefs,  poverty  and 
dlfcafe. 

Various  means  have  been  devifed  to  check 
the  evil  of  proflitution,  but  they  anfwer  very 
imperfectly.  The  Magdalen  Afylum,  a  very 
commendable   charity,    was   infiitntcd  fomc 

years 
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years  fince,  for  the  benefit  of  females  who 
wiihed  to  renounce  their  diforderly  life,  and 
i-eforoi  their  morals.  But  how  foiall  is  the 
number  of  thofe  who  can  be  received,  and 
vtho  really  return  from  vice  to  virtue,  when 
compared  to  thofe  who  prefer  the  ways  of  im- 
morality. Some  perhaps,  are  taken  up  ia  the 
ftreets  and  fent  to  Bridewell,  where  they  are 
fcarcely  milled  among  the  number  of  thofe 
who  remain  ;  and  fmce  no  prpvifion  is  made 
for  their  fupport,  when  liberated  out  of  prifon, 
they  return  partly  from  neceffity,  and  partly 
from  ioclination  to  their  former  occupation. 

That  Dublin  is  infefled  with  fo  many 
thieves  and  lobbers,  and  that  fo  many 
young  men  are  condemned  to  die,  is 
greatly  owing  to  thofe  wretched  prollilutes- 
Here,  indeed,  is  an  ample  field  for  a  good 
police  to  exert  its  wifdom  in  the  prevention  of 
crimec,  that  the  number  of  thofe  may  be  di- 
miniftied,  who  are  to  be  punifhed  for  the 
comtniflion  of  them. 

In  confequence  of  fome  indecent  and  dif. 
orderly  behaviour  in  the  gallery  of  the  houfc 
pf  commons,  ^^ccafioned  by  a  fudden  emotion 

evcited 
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tocked  %y  a  fprnted  fpeecfc  made  by 
owe  ^f  tfec  patrtotlc  members,  llrangers 
were  for  a  time  excluded  fhe  heufe ;  the 
gal4epy  i?vas  however  again  opened  for  the  ad- 
rniflion  ^  ftrangers,  but  under  fucb  reftric- 
tions,  and  limitations,  that  it  was  confidered 
by  many  o»f  the  members,  calculated  for  the 
admiflion  of  certain  creatures  of  govemmeot 
s^lone ;  upon  this  prefumption  Mr.  Egan  r^u- 
lariy  moved  «very  day,  that  the  gallery 
flioriM  be  cleared,  a  motion  he  was  deter- 
mined to  perfevere  in,  until  the  former  modes 
of  admiflion  to  the  gallery  were  allowed, 
which  fhortly  after  took  place  at  the  inftance 
of  that  worthy  dharader  Col.  Blaquiere. 

The  refponfibility  bill,  and  the  abolition 
of  the  police  meafures  fo  long  and  fo  ardently 
Xought  after  by  the  oppofition,  were  at  length 
carried  into  effect,  by  the  unremitting  perfe- 
verance  of  Mr.  Grattan  and  his  friends. 

After  a  trial  of  feven  yeari  continuance, 
Warren  Haflings  was  acquitted  by  the  Britilh 
houfe  of  peers,  of  the  charges  preferred 
againft  him  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  of 
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ail  matters  comsdned  therein,  the  lord  cbao* 
cellor  of  England  was  decidedly  for  his  con- 
demnation, as  were.  Earls  Fitzwilliam^  Rad- 
nor, and  four  other  peers. 

The  bill  for  the  total  emancipation  of  the 
catholics  was  introduced  into  the  honfe  of 
commons  by  Mr.  Grattan  ;  it  was  received, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  on  the  4th  of 
May,  during  the  fecond  reading,  it  w^as  re- 
jefled  by  a  majority  of  feventy  one,  after 
the  houfe  had  fat  on  the  difcufljon  of  the  bill 
upwards  of  fixteen  hours. 

Perhaps  there  never  was  a  political  quef- 
lion  debated  in  parliament,  on  which  more 
eloquence  was  difplayed,  than  on  the  catho- 
lic queflion  :  during  a  debate  of  unexampled 
length,  one  might  have  expefted  fome 
diminution  of  fire  and  energy,  but  on  no 
former  occafion  do  we  ever  remember  fo  pow- 
erful and  fo  ftriking  an  exertion  of  orator ial 
powers- 

OuR  gracious  fovercign  and  his  parliameuf 
c^  Ireland  have  made  in  the  courfe   of  a   few 

years 
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years  great  conceflions  to  the  catholics/  with 
which  they  ought  to  be  content,  at  leaft,  un* 
til  the  lower  orders  of  the  catholic  community 
are  fufficiemly  qualitied  for  the  reception  of 
the  full  and  entire  participation  of  the  conlli- 
tuiiou,  by  the  progrefs  of  civilizaiiju,  and 
the  benefits  of  education. 

In  the  Britifh  fenate.  Earl  FitzwilUam  de« 
manded  an  enquiry  into  the  caufe  of  his 
recall  in  order  to  afcertain  where  the  blame 
was  CO  attach  ;  whether  to  the  minifter  or  him- 
felf,  but  the  miniftry  refolvcd  tooppofeany 
inveftigation  whatever,  touching  his  lordlhip's 
rccal. 

£arl  Carlislb  publiftied  a  reply  to  Earl 
Fitzwilliam's  letters.  In  this  reply  his  lord* 
fhip  is  brief  without  being  fatisfaAory,  and 
cOHcife  without  being  clear  Lord  CarliQe 
faid,  it  was  generally  believed,  that  in  the 
linal  arrangements  and  concluding  cornver- 
fation  between  Earl  ntzwilliam,  and  his 
majefly's  ciinifters,  it  was  fettled,  that  no 
anaterial  meafure,    cither  as  to   perfons    or 

things 
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ibmgs,  was  to  be  decided  upon  without  a  fur* 
tber  commuuication  and  concurrence  with 
the  cabinet  of  England. 

Further    communication,   if  Earl    Fitar-. 
William's  letters  be  genuine,  there  was,  with 
the  BritYfh  cabinet,   relative  to  perfons  ;  and 
no  obje£lion  was  even   hinted  relative  to  the 
arrangements  his  tordfhip  propofed  to  make 
on  the  fubje£l.     As  to  catholic  emancipation 
Lord  Carlifle  exprefled  a  terror  and  apprc- 
benfion,    at  the  precipitancy  with  which  the 
meafure  was  brought  forward.     His  lordfbip 
delivered  it  as  hrs  opinion,  that  as  no  attack 
Of  accufatioQ  had  been  aimed  at  lord  Fitzwil- 
liam^s  charafter,  there  was  no  neceffiiy  for  the 
jnftification   into   which  hb  lordlhip  had  en- 
tered* 

Every  loyal  and  good  fubjedl  muft  la- 
ment and  feverely  condemn  the  enormous 
excefles  of  a  fet  of  deluded  wretches,  who. 
have  been  for  feme  time  paft  deftroying  the 
internal  peace  of  the  country  ;  many  of  thefe 
mifcreants  have  been  impelled  to  their  hor- 
rid depredations  by  a  fpirit  of  riot/  rapine 
and  plunder;     but  as  all  the   recent  diftur- 

bance?i 
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bances  have  not  originated  in   the  famci  in 
famous  motives,  it  is  but  an  ad*  of  juftlcc 
to  draw  a  line  of  difjrimination. 

In  the  conniies  of  Roftrommon,  Keitrim, 
and  Longford,  the  infargents  eomplatn  that 
they  cannot  fubfift  on  f  >ur  pence  aday,  ihe 
ufual  wages  given  in  thofe  pans,  and  they 
demand  eight  pence,  Thefe  unfortunate  peo- 
ple alfo  complain  of  the  exorbitant  rents  of 
land  as  an  infupportable  grievance.  It  muft 
be  admitted  that  rack  rents  have  been  the 
real  caufe  of  driving  many  of  the  wretches 
in  Connaught   to  dcfpair^ 

Their  enormities  and  exceffes  rauft  be  pu- 
nifhed,  however  humanity  may  feel  for  their 
fituation,  ad  policy  point  out  the  neceffity 
of  adopting  meafures  to  prevent  the  growth 
of  the  eviL  We  hefitate  not,  once  more  to  de- 
clare, that  exorbitant  rents  with  the  low  price 
of  labour  have  been  thefource  and  origin  of 
moft  of  the  late  diftuibances  that  have  ter- 
rified and  convulfed  the  country ;  and  the 
folly  of  men  of  large  landed  property  in 
.  letting  their  eflat^s  to  a  defcription  of  people 

denorai- 
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dedomiaated  middle  men,  have  alfo  contribu-* 
ted  to  produce  the  evil  coaiplained  of. 

At    a  time  when  the  violated  law^  are 

preparing  all  their  horrots  iot  the  punilh- 
ment  of  depredators  and  delinquems  in  dif- 
ferent countries  in  Ireland/ it  mtift  be  the 
wifti  of  every  humane  mind  to  fnggeft  tbcf 
absolute  neceifiiy  of  taking  proper  fteps  for  the 
prevention  of  iimilar  outrages  in  future «  Thd 
military  may  kill  thoufands,  but  ^without  a 
radical  remedy  for  the  d^feafe,  will  produce 
but  a  momentary  and  an  apparent  xalm<» 

ALTHOfjGH  it  be  generally  an  ungracious  ^ 
duty  for  an  hiftorian  to  trea J  clofe  upon  the 
heels  of  the  rifing  events,  yet  anticipation 
and  predidion  are  beyond  his  province.  If^ 
however,  it  may  be  allowable,  from  the  afpe^ 
of  prer<mt  appearances,  to  judge  of  future 
events  ;  the  next  feffion  of  parliament  will 
frame  fuch  laws  as  will  completely  check 
all  diforderly  proceedings  in  the  populace 
hereafter,  by  k^moving  the  caufe  nam  enfe 
rectdendum  eft^^  immedicahile  vuhfts* 
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Five  regiments  of  the  Irilh  brigade,  of  tw» 
battalions  each,  have  been  revived,  and  cohi* 
manders  are  fent  over  to  this  kingdom,  to  re- 
cruit none  but  Catholics,  to  whom  they  pro- 
niife  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and 
the  conftant  opportunity  of  attending  di- 
vine fervice,  performed  by  chaplains  of  their 
own  perfuafion.  It  is  however  to  be  remarked, 
that  all  the  commiffions  in  thefe  revived  corps» 
are  to  be  given  ta  the  officers  of  the  old  Irilh 
brigade ;  and  if  a  fufiicicnt  number  of  them 
cannot  be  found,  they  are  to  be  completed 
by  EnglUh  and  trilh  Catholics  only« 

Thk  Dukeof  Ponland,  fn  order  to  encourage 
the  recruiting  atrd  immediate  iocorporatiou 
of  thefe  new-raifed  covps,  to  whom  he  could 
promife  no  profpeA  of  reward  on  the  eftablilh- 
ment,  wrote  a  moft  polite  and  flattering  letter 
to  a  gentleman  who  had  the  command  of  one 
of  thefe  regiments,  affuring  him,  ttiat,  if  by  a 
fortunate  turn  of  events  the  French  Monarchy 
Ihould  be  reftored,  feither  during  or  after  the 
prefent  war,  and  their  attachment  to  their  for- 
mer maftcr  fliould  call  upon,  their  gratitude 
for  paft  favours,  they  fliould  be  confidered  at 
-full  liberty  jto   arm  therafclves   again  under 

their 
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their  fbi-mer  ftaDdar4^;]^a  more  fiattdrihg  and 
honourable  compliment  could  not  be  paid,  tt> 
the  long  tried  loyalty  of  the  Irilh  nation. 

One  of  the  great  evili  of  wair  in  a  free  coun- 
try is,  the  encouragement  given  to  deceit, 
fraud  abd  criichy,  in  procuring  tecruita  for 
the  fervice.  When  the  war  is  in  itfelf  unpof- 
pular,  the  bounties  to  recruits  rife  in  pro- 
poriionto  the  general  relu£\^ce  to  enlift. 
When  the  bounty  is  at  the  higheft,  the  more 
eztenfive  and  fubtle  is  the  fyftem  of  conver- 
ting it  to  account  through  all  the  fubordi- 
nate  gradations  of  the  militafy  brokers,  from 
the  commiffioued  officer  down  to  the  unfor- 
tunate tecruit.  He,  too  often,  is  feduced  by 
the  incautious  acceptance  of  a  fcanty  relic  off 
the  dipt  and  fweated  bounty,  that  at  length 
reaches  the  hand  for  which  it  was  origi- 
nally intended  entire  and  fulK  The  re-^ 
cruitin^  houfcs  kept  by  crimps  and  kidnap-* 
psrs  in  Dublin,  and  many  other  towns  in 
this  kingdom,  are  the  general  fcenes  of  the 
enc^rmities  committed  ill  this  atrocious  mnd 
inhuman  traffic 
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Debauchery  and  aptoxication,  ihc  gene- 
ral means  of  fedudion  into  the  engagemeot ; 
force,  cruelty,  and  fometimes  perjury,  the 
remedy  againft  repentance  in  the  moment  of 
jpeturniug  fobriety  and  reflexion,  thefe  evils 
will  ever  exift  as  long  as  the  prefeut  re- 
cruiting fyftem  is  continued. 

Whatever  may  be  our  convi6lion  of  the 
Becefiity  of  the  war,  or  the  prudence  of  its 
continuance,  the  prefem  alarming  ferment 
of  the  public  mind,  forbids  us  to  explain. 
No  motive  or  incentive  to  the  war  has  been 
unapplied  by  its  advocates  to  engage  eve- 
ry clafs  and  defcription  of  people  in  it ;  the 
defence,  glory,  and  propagation  of  tbo  gof* 
))el  of  Chrift,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  eve- 
ry principle  of  truth,  juftice  and  morality, 
^  have  been  difplayed  in  oppoGtion  to  the  im« 
pious  and  wild  fyftem  of  French  democracy*. 

Far  be  it  from  us  to  judge  ofthejoftice 
ef  any  caufe,  by  the  iDRie  or  fuccefs  of  hu- 
man events ;  we  kbhor  repubKcan  princi- 
ples as  much  as  any  of  the  moft  xealous  fap.* 
porters  of  our  conftiution  can  do  ;  yet  if,  it 
4iver  concerned  the  people  to  know  the  real 

principles 
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prthd^es  apon  which  the  fyftem  of  govern- 
tticut  and  the  public  interefts  of  the  nation 
VWe  coududed  ;  it  ceitainly  is  in  that  hour, 
in  vrbidi  the  largeft  fupplics  and  levies  are 
called  fur,  in  which  ftrong  and  fevere  mea* 
fures  afe  adapted  by  the  executive  and  le- 
giflative  powers.  But,  the^confiifeddarknefe 
of  the  meafufes  of  our  cabiuet,  as  well  as 
ofthofe  of  the  combined  powers,  render  it 
impoffible  at  prefent,  to  fpeak  with  that 
precifion  of  fafts,  which  the  winding  up  of 
the  catailrophe  will  probably  enable  the  fu- 
ture faiftorian  to  do. 

During  the  whole  of  this  difaftrous 
war,  the  French  have  been  remarkable  for 
energy  of  a£lion  and  ingenuity  of  invention. 
For  gieat  national  purpofes,  nothing  ever 
equalled  the  Telegraphe,  either  in  ancient  or 
modern  improvements  ;  it  conftitutes  one  of 
the  moft  ufeful  efiefls  of  their  marvellous  ti^  . 
ertions. 

The  Telegraphe  confifts   of  upright  pofts, 

erefled  on  heights  at  the  diftance  of  twelve 

or  fifteen  miles  from  each  other  ;  on  each  pod 

are  twa  tranfverfe  arms,  which  are  movea* 

T  J  ble 
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jhle  inall  dircAions  with  extreme  rapidity, 
•  by  meaDs  of  a  fingle  piece  of  mecfaanifm. 
The  pofition  and  form  of  thefe  arms  ftand 
for  different  letters  or  cyphers  agreed  upon 
^ween  the  perfons  at  the  two  extremities. 
Though  the  number  of  forms  into  wbicb 
thefe  anqis  may  be  wo;rked  19  definitie)  yet 
the  combination  either  by  way  of  letters  or 
cyphers  is  almoft  indefinite,  and  the  mean- 
ing always  arbitrary  and  changeable. 

So  incredible  has  bjcen  the  fuccefs  of  the 
exfjeriment,  that  the  account  of  the  furrende^ 
of  Conde  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,^  was 
communicated  to  the  convention  before 
pine  o'clock  on  the  fame  day  :  a  vote  pafled 
immediately  for  acknowledging  the  good 
fer vices  of  the  army  of  the  North  ;  it  was  cod- 
yeyed  to  the  army,  and  an  anfwer  received 
from  them  by  the  telegraphe,  befofe  the  con- 
ception feparated  for  dinner. 

This  extreme  velocity  in  conveying  intel- 
ligence, appears  father  &bulous  than  real ; 
but  it  is  afcert^ined  beyqnd  doubt,  that  words 
and  fentences  can  be  communicated  at  the 
inconceivable  rate  of  one   hjudred  miles  in 

the 
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the  honr.  The  iavcator  of  this  admirable 
iuftrument  for  propagating  intelligence,  is 
Monfieur  Ckappe.  The  perfedion  to  which 
it  was  brought  in  the  firft  inftance, .  fpeaks 
loudly  in  favour  of  that  laudable  atten^- 
tion  and  energy  which  France  has  lately 
xnanifefted  in  every  improvement  of  art  and 
jCcience. 

What  a  lofs  to  our  country  that  inventive 
genius  is  jiot  duly  encouraged !  furely, 
it  ought  to  be  the  peculiar  province  of  go- 
vernment to  fecond  every  effort  of  genius, 
ha\nng  new  difcoveries  for  its  objedl,  as  pub- 
lic improvement  and'  national  honour  would 
prove  the  certain  confequcntes  ;  it  being  an 
unqueftionable  fa£^,  that  neither  the  produc* 
xions  of  genius  nor  art,  will  ever  be  brought 
to  maturity,  without  the  countenance  and  pa- 
tronage of  government. 

In  the  year  1787,  the  truly  ingenious  Mr* 
Samuel  Healy,  of  Dublin  made  a  difcovery  oa 
philofophic  and  mechanic  principles,  that 
would  prove  of  the  utmoft  jutiliiy  to  naviga- 
tion in  general.    Ip   a  letter  to   l.ord  jHowe, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Healy  offered  to  prove  deo^onftrativeljp 
by  means  of  ^  working  model,  that  his  dif* 
covery  would  be  attended  with  the  follow* 
ing  advantages  in  navigating  (hips  of  anj 
borthen ; — Firft,  that  a  fliip  coald  be  ac(*» 
lerated  in  her  prugrefs  when  under  laiU 
clear  of  ^1  pgging. — Secondly^  that  (he  could 
proceed  on  her  voyage  in  a  calm  at  the  rate 
of  either  one  or  ten  knots  in  an  hour,  ii)  pro- 
portion to  the  working, — ^Thirdly,  that  (he 
would  not  mifs  her  ilays  in  tacking,  and  confe- 
quently  would  be  fupported  under  a  lee- 
way ; — Fourthly,  that  fhe  would  be  enabled  to 
get  off  a  Lee«lhore  in  a  heavy  gale; — Fifthly, 
that  the  invention  would  anfwer  as  a  perpetu- 
al Log ;  and  Sixthly,  that  it  would  be  made  to 
work  pumps,  when  the  (hip  was  under  fail, 
or  at  anchor  in  a  purrent. 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  board  of  ad- 
miralty did  not  countenance  this  ingenious 
and  laudable  undenaking.  But  as  Mr.  Healy 
has  eftablifhed  the  principle  of  his  hypothefis, 
it  is  to  be  prefuiued  that  the.  legiflaturc  will 
countenance  a  difcovcry,  the  promulgation 
of  which,  would  feflefl  credit  ou  the  taletits 

and 
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and  ingenuity  of  the  inventor^    and  do  ho- 
nour to  bis  country. 

Never  bas  there  occurred  in  the  annals 
of  the  empire,  fuch  unanimity  in  the  fenat* 
as  in  the  profecution  of  the  ^refent  war  againft 
France.  Upon  this  principle  did  Mr.  Gr^^an 
and  his  friends  fupport  a  government  which 
they  had  for  a  feries  of  years  uniformly  op- 
pofed,  the  fingle  queftion  of  war  was  either 
the  pretext  ox  the  ground  for  this  coalitioa 
of  parties. 

Howxv£R  true  it  may  be,  that  Ireland  muft 
(land  or  fall  with  Great  Britain,  and  that  her 
councils  are  always  or  generally  direded  by  the 
Britifti  cabinet,  yet  it  muft  ever  be  denied,  that 
an  independent  and  powerful  kingdom  Ihould 
be  fo  mean,  and  fubfervient  to  the  Britifh  rai- 
niftry,  as  to  fandion  and  fupport,  any  meafurc 
replete  with  folly  and  ruin,  merely  becaufe  it 
\s  brought  forward  by  men  ip  office. 

If  in  human  events  there  be  a  certain  crite- 
rion of  the  fall  of  a;iatiois,  it  is  when  th€ 
failures^  diiailers,  afid  miQnanagement  ofad- 

m}oi{lfaiioii 
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jniniftration  are  viewed  with  torpid  indif- 
ference. The  progrefe  from  this  ftate  to  ex- 
xxoum  ctkmhjr  U  rapid  a9d  violent. 


tr  in  the  critical  moment  of  the  catafirophe, 
ihe  cam  command  faSicient  energy,  to  recover 
herfelf  from  the  fiiock,  it  is  a  fortunate  ha- 
zard out  of  human  rcafon  or  expefiation. 

tjsk  proportion  to  the  ftrength  of  every  man's 
^coavidiion,  muft  he  neceflarily  wonder  at  the 
difference  of  others  from  him,  upon  a  fub- 
je£t  equally  open  to  the  information  of  both. 
Hence  arifes  the  difficulty  of  fpeaking  with 
moderation  and  temper  upon  fubjeSs  that  ap- 
pear to  carry  convidion  with  them,  little  Ihort 
of  mathematical  demonftratioo, 

Thx  feceffion  of  fo  many  from  the  Whig 
party,  that  had  for  thefe  ten  years  paft  uniforni* 
)y  oppofedthe  meafures  of  adminiftration,  is  a 
circumftance  of  too  great  injport^ce  to  the  eni- 
pire  to  be  pailbd  over  in  filcnce.  Their  ground 
for*,  feceding  was  certainly  new,  and  did  not 
f  xift  at  the  beginning,  or  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  greatcft  part  of  Mr.  Pitt's  ad- 
g)ipiilratiop« 

FitOjn 


Since  the  Revolution.  299 

From  the  na^ture  and  conftru£lion  of  our 
cooftumlon,  an  oppofition  to  the  miniflry  of 
the  day  mnft  always  ejcift  ;  but  it  becomes  a 
perfonal  infult,  to  prefume  that  any  man  op* 
pofes  hismajefl:y*s  fervants  upon  other  ground, 
than  that  their  principles  and  a6iipns  are 
dangerous  to  the  ila).e>  Ofhoilile  to  the  conr 
(litution. 

A  CHANGS  of  opinion  may  certainly  take 
place  in  any  man's  mind«  and  with  that  change 
^n  honeft  man  alters  his  con  dud.  A  minifter 
may  propofe  and  bring  forward  a  meafure, 
which  his  moft  aftive  opponent  may  be  under 
a  ftrlA  obligation  of  not  oppofmg  ;  but  whilft 
his  conviflion  lads,  of  the  unconftitutional 
principles  upon  which  a  particular  adminiftra- 
lion  isfouqded  and  fupported;  probity  and  in» 
tegrity  leave  hira>  at  the  moment  in  which  he 
gives  his  fupport  jp  fuch  a  meafure. 

It  deeply  concerns  the  intereft  of  the  pub- 
lic^ that  the  real  political  princiji^es  of  the 
leading  members  of  its  two  eflates  fhould  be 
decidedly  afcertaiued,  and  made  known.  As 
therefore  the  deferters  of  the  Whig  parly,  ap- 
pear to  optvje  all  oxher s  in  their  zeal  for  car- 
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ryinjf  on  the  war,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
hiftbrian  to  prevent  the  reader  from  confound- 
ing the  approbation  of  one  ad  of  the  miniftcr, 
with  a  cordial  and  unqualified  adoption  of  his 
principles  and  general  fyftem  of  Aieafures. 

The  introdudlion  of  the  duke  of  Portland 
and  his  friends  into  adminiftration,  was  a  cir- 
cumftance  that  aftoniihed  all  thofe  who  had 
believed  their  oppofition  to  Mr.  Pittas  admimf- 
tratioQ  grounded  upon  principle.  When  a 
party  has  lately  participated  in  the  oonfidence 
of  a  nation  for  a  length  of  timcj  it  is  a  form- 
n^e  circumftance  that  calls  from  them  an  un- 
equivocal teft  of  the  fincerity  of  their  profcf- 
fions. 

According  therefore  to  their  future  con* 
du£l  will  the  people  judge,  and  truft  them 
with  their  confidence  ;  and  the  nation,  it  is 
prefumed,  will  not  confide  in  the  prefent  men 
and  meafures,  an  atom  farther  than  the  more 
effeAual  fupport  of  the  war  ^the  avowed  caufe 
of  the  change. 

So  fingular  is  the  fpirit  of  the  prefent  times, 
|bat  when  an  individual  undertakes  to  think  of 

and 
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and  communicate  to  the  public,  any  of  the 
great  events  that  involve  the  deareft  interefls 
of  his  country,  he  is  expeded  to  reprefent 
them  all  as  terminating  happily,  and  tending 
efTentially  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
nation. 

Wk  will  however  admit,  if  ever  on  any 
occafion,  it  were  allowable  to  conceal  politi- 
cal truth  from  the  people  at  all,  it  is  at  the 
moment  when  republican  and  fanatical  pfind* 
pies  are  fo  prevalent :  at  fuch  a  time,  it  be- 
comes dangerous,  by  any  kind  of  fpeculation, 
to  weaken  the  arm  of  the  executive  power ;  and 
this  is  a  feafon,  when  the  doflrine  of  obedience 
ought  to  be  inculcated,  and  the  exception 
ought  not  to  be  introduced  into  popular  rea- 
fbnings  and  difcourfes. 

FROBi  the  memorable  revolutions  that  have 
lately  occurred,  we  may  naturally  conclude, 
that  it  is  dangerous  for  princes  to  aflume  more 
authority,  than  the  laws  have  allowed  them  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time,  it  muft  beconfefled,  that 
thefe  events  furnifh  us  with  another  inftruc- 
tion  no  lefs  natural  and  no  lefs  ufeful,  con* 
cerning  the  madnefs  of  the  people,  the  fury 

#f 
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of  fanaticifm,  and  the   danger  of  republican 
andlevelliug  principles. 

A  BILL  to  enable  bifhops  to  let  leafes  fot 
three  lives  paffed  the  commons,  but  in  the 
fords  upon  the  motion  of  his  gface  the  lor  J 
Primate,  the  committal  of  the  bill  was  poft- 
poned  to  the  Erft  of  Auguft,  a  meafure  highly 
honourable  to  his  grace  and  the  other  learned 
and  worthy  prelates  whooppofed  the  bill; 'tor 
the  paffing  of  a  bill  to  extend  eccleiiaflical 
leafes  to  three  lives,  would  ceiuinty  operate 
much  to  the  emolument  of  the  prefent  bench 
of  bilhops  ;  in  this  inftance,  they  have  facri- 
ficed  their  own  immediate  imereft  for  the 
good  of  their  fucceflbrs,  and  the  advantage  of 
the  church. 

Mr.  Henry  Ottiwkll  having  perfifted 
in  refufing  to  anfwer  a  queflion  put  to  him 
by  a  committee  of  the  houfe,  and  afterwards 
by  the  houfe  itfelf,  relative  to  the  cooduA 
of  the  commiilioners  of  wide  ftreets,  who 
had  let  confiderable  lots  of  building  ground 
to  Mr.  Ottiwell,    at  what    was    confidered 

an 
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an  undervalue:  Mr.  Graydod  moved  the 
following  refolution  on  the  occafion^  which 
was  carried.  **  That  Henry  Ottiwell  having 
declined  to  anfwer  a  queftion  put  to  him  by 
#  committee  appointed  by  the  houfe>  and 
perfiiling  in  his  refufal,  is  guilty  of  a  contempt 
of  the  authority  of  that  houfe,  and  a  violation 
of  its  privileges."* 

Mr.  Graydon  then  followed  up  this  re- 
folution by  a  motion,  "That  Henry  Otti- 
well be  committed  to  the  cuftody  of  the  fer- 
jeant  at  arms,  which  was  unanimoufly  agreed 
to.*» 

A  grcat  fraud  it  was  conceived  had  been 
committed  on  the  public.  A  committee  had 
been  appointed  hy  the  houfe  to  make  a  re>* 
port  on  the  fubjeft.  But  from  *Mr.  Otti well's 
filence,  together  with  a  want  of  fufficient  in- 
formation, the  committee  were  incompetent 
to  pronounce  any  judgment.  Such  being  ihe 
flate  of  the  fad,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  th^ 
hiftorian  to  offer  an  opinion  on  the  queftion  j 
where  there  is  a  want  of  due  information, 
candour     requires      in     fuch     cafes,    that 

the 
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t:  e  cbarafler  of  au  iodiyidual  (houM  QQl  be 
f)  utered  away  even  by  iDrmuadon* 

^)n  Wednefilay  the  13th  of  May,  Sir  Lau^ 
re  :e  Parfons  made  the  following  roouou  io 
t  houfe  of  commons.  "  I'hat  John  tarl  of 
Imorlaud,  by  authorifing  fuch  numbers  of 
ps  to  be  fent  out  of  the  kipgdom,  as  re^ 
Ul  .^d  the  regular  forces  on  this  eflablilhmeac 
below  the  number  required  by  law  to  be 
kept  within  the  kingdom  for  its  defence,  has 
been  guilty  of  violating  a  compad  between 
the  king  and  theparliament^  and  wiih  dif- 
penfing  v/uh  the  law  of  the  land.*' 

This  motion  was  produ£^iveof  confidera* 
ble  debate  ;  on  the  one  fide  it  was  argued. 
That  at  the  time  of  the  augmentation  in 
1*769,  the  crown  entered  into  a  folemn  com* 
padt,  ratified  by  feveral  fucceeding  a6ls  of 
parliament ;  1  hat  twelve  thoufand  efiedtive 
men  lliould  at  all  times  be  kept  in  this  coun- 
try for  its  defence;  That  Lord  Weftmor- 
land,  as  appeared  from  the  returns  on  the 
uble^    had  fent  fo  many  men  away  in  17941 

as 
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ki  le&  the  kingdom  depe&di&g  oii  a  faaalkii^ 
number  for  it^  deftnee  thaa  that  fpedfied  ia 
the  co0i|iA6l;  that  hf  fa  domgi  beliidvi<- 
blated  thfe  king's  e&gelg<!ment»  tod  (he  law  of 
the  laodi  which  iid>pe^er'  c6\ild  difpenft 
ivith ;  That  if  nCkreflit^  wai  ufged,  he  ought 
to  have  refohed  16  pafUament  for  an  i£l  o^ 
indemnitjr;  biit  failing  to  doit;  it  Secime 
parliament  to  vindicate  their  owix  dignity  and 
the  \zik  bf  the  knd,  by  voting  at  leaft  a  public 
cenfdre  for  an  dffence  that  ought  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  impeachment. 

Oft  the  other  fide  it  was  infilled,  TJiit 
by  examining  the  returns,  it  appeared,  that 
with  n€W  leviea,  invalids,  and  other  regular 
troops,  the  kingdom  ti^as  at  hd  time  left  with 
lefs  than  ttirelve  thou  (and  m^n  j  thsit  fcven 
had  Lord  Weftmorla|id  a£led  as  it  was  char^ 
ged,  the  exigency  of  the  times  would  havd 
juilified  it.  That  the  provifion  in  the  law 
whiQh  memipified  ah  invaftbn  9r  rebellion 
in  Great  Britain,  as  a  juflification ;  Ihduld  bcf 
feafonaUy  eittend^d  to  an  apprehend^  in- 
Vafion  ;  a  cii^cumftance  which  every  man  ex- 
pe£ted  id  the  laft  year  ;  and,  that  the  com^* 
V01.IL  V  pleat 
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pleat  defence  of  this  coamry,  the  objed  ol 
the  company  was  fiilly  anfwered  by  the  great 
addition  of  force  in  the  militia  regiments. 
After  the  debate  had  continued  to  midnight, 
it  was  at  length  got  rid  of,  by  the  queftion  <^ 
adjoonunent  having  been  put  and  carried. 


^  CHAP. 
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CHAP;    XVIi 

fhlf  diftinaibn  Utwtm  true  cndfalfe  Fatriotifm 
— Bad  Omfiquifices  arifing  from  the  latter--^ 
Motion  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  in  the  Britj/b 
Hottfe  of  Peefs^  relative  to  Earl  FitzwillianCs 
recal  from  the  Government  of  Ireland — O^ 
pofed  by  Government  and  the  Motion  rejeSed 
by  a  conjiderable  Majoriif—A  Proteji  entered  on 
the  'Journals  of  the  LordSy  in  confequence  qfthe 
fejeQim  of  the  Motion — Mr.  Currants  Mo^ 
turn  in  the  Patliament  of  this  kingdom  on  tha 
State  of  the  Nation,  negatived  without  a  Divijiofi 
*-^The  Liquidation  of  his  Royal  H^hnefs  the 
Prince  of  lt^ales*s  Debts — A  Jointure  fettled  on 
the  Ptmcefs  of  Wales— T:he  abolition  of  the  Po^ 
Ike  PJlabli/bment,  in  the  City  of  Dublin^  and  the 
rejloration  of  the  old  Watch — f^he judicious  choice 
of  Government  in  appointing  the  Earl  of  Car^ 
hatnpton  to  quell  the  dijiurbances  in  Connaughi 
— Tranquillity  rtjlofed  to  thai  Part  of  the  King^ 
dom — The  cloje  of  the  Seffion  of  Parliament 
'^-'ReJeSions  arijing  from  the  State  of  the 
Country^Conclufim  of  the  Work. 

TH  £  mode  of  arguing  from  the  abufe  of 
any  thing  againft  the  ufe  of  it  is  one 
•f  the  grofieft,  and  at  the  tame  time  one  of  the 
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mofl  common  errors  to  wbich  we  are  fubjed. 
The  hiftory  of  all  ages,  affords  examples  of  the 
abufe  of  patriotifm ;  but  whoever  would  from 
thence  draw  an  inference  to  the  diladvantage 
of  patriotifm  in  general,  would  argue  raflily 
and  erroneoufly. 

True  patriotifm  never  fails  to  inculcate 
and  fecure  obedience  to  the  laws  and  the  civil 
power,  while  the  adulterate  fpecies  of  it,  in- 
flames fa6lion,  animates  fedition,  prompts  re- 
bellion,  and  becomes  the  great  fourcc  of  revo- 
lutions and  public  convuliions. 

Thb  hiftorian  may  therefore  retain  the 
higheft  regard  for  true  and  genuine  patriotifm, 
while  he  expofes  all  the  abufes  of  the  falfe. 
He  may  even  think,  that  he  cannot  better 
Ihew  his  attachment  to  the  fQrmer,  than  by 
dete£ling  and  expofing  the  pernicious  tendcn* 
cy  of  the  latter. 

The  lower  orders  of  the  people,  feem  to  bo 
agitated  by  a  political  hurricane,  and  it  muft 
be  admitted,  that  many  injudicious  meafures 
and  proceedings  have  been  recently  adopted 
by  many  individuals  under  the  mafk  of  patri- 
otifm«    By  thefe  artful  partizans  of  fadion,  a 

confiderable 
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confiderable  degree  of  ferment  has  been  exeit* 
ed  throughout  the  kingdom^ 

DEMOCRATIC  innovation  is  fet  up  by  many 
as  the  ftandard  of  patriotifm.  To  a  peafantry 
already  too  much  prepared  for  commotion 
by  the  Infufion  of  French  principles,  and  the 
wily  fuggeilions  of  certain  turbulent  and  fedi- 
tious  fpirits;  the  good  to  be  derived  from  the 
recent  conceflions  of  parliament,  as  it  did  not 
operate  inftantaneoufly,  eluded .  their  penetra- 
tion, and  before  they  could  be  fenfible  of  their 
improved  iituation,  they  have  been  milled  and 
hurried  into  outrage  and  commotion  in  feveral 
parts  of  the  kingdom :  and  nothing  but  the 
judicious  interference  of  the  executive  power^ 
can  at  this  critical  period,  preferve  the  king« 
dom  from  the  horrors  of  anarchy  and  com* 
motion. 

Gribvancks  exift  in  this  country,  both 
from  the  want  of  occupation  and  from  the  want 
of  capital,  both  of  which,  muft  inevitably  be 
encreafed  by  the  prefent  difturbancos. 

Thx  people  (hould  reflet  on  the  great  con- 
c«ffiaaa  already  zaadcby  tbclegiflature :  re- 

ftri£lioiia 
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ilridions  have  been  impofcd  on  the  prero^r 
tivc  of  the  crown  J  limitations  on  the  cxpcnr 
ditute  of  the  public  money;  new  and  ufefut 
arrangements  in  the  finances,  a  check  on  pror 
fttfion  by  the  eftablilhfnent  of  a  treafury  bpAt<l » 
together  with  the  admifllon  of  the  great  bodj' 
of  the  nation  to  almoft  all  the  advantages  of 
the  conftitutian. 

These  are  certainly  laudable  adls  in  ^ovcrar 
jnent  and  ought  to  fatisfy  the  public  mind, 
panicularly  at  fo  delicate  and  critiotl  a  fcafon 
as  the  prefent. 

This  is  not  a  moment  to  miflead  by  repre- 
^nting  fa£don  innocent,  and  government  re- 
prehenGble.  Let  government  get  due  credit 
for  its  laudable  a£ls,  and  let  no  unfair  flate- 
,ment^  of  circumftances  be  ol^truded  on  the 
,  public  mind  to  incite  and  urge  the  ferment  too 
long-  already  kept  up  by  artifice  ai^  defign. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  in  the  £ngli(h  houfe 
of  peers^  agreeable  to  a  formier  notice,  made  the 
following  mo^oa ;  That  an  humble addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  majefty,  praying  that  his  ma- 
jefty maybe  gracioufly  pleafcdto  have  laid  bc- 
r  •  fore 


Since  the  Rcvolutim.  3);  I 

fore  the  houfe  fuch  papers^  and  qorrefpoadenoe 

as  had  pafTed  between  his  majefty's  mixiifters 

and  Earl  Fitzwilliam^  while  lord  lieatfnaA(X)f 

Ireland  ;  as  related  to  his  lord(h3rfnmf:al>  it 

the  time  both  hoafes  granted  f^le.    ii0  hit 

majefty,  of  rfie  greateft  munifi'        iJr 

A  appf^ 
The  Eari  of  Coventry  opi^m  ^he  motioiit 

as  lie  did  not  fee  any  Xiec&^f^^iheTe  was  to 

^^'i^e  Earl  Fit;pwilliani  wi  c^^r^unity  of  d&> 

^' ;*  ading  his  condufl,  which  ^A|4,^f^ver  been 

^  ailed  in  queftion  ;  it  was  likewife  alledgcd 

that  the  motion  was  not  warranted  by  any 

conflitutional  principle;  that  it  would  tend  to 

divulge  the  fecrets  of  the  cabinet,  and  iiMer*- 

fere  with  a  prerog^ive  of  ^  moil  ferious  nature. 

Earl .  Fitzwi|liam  trailed  the  propofition  of 

his   noble  friend  ought  to  pafs,  in  order  that 

the  country  might  hear  his  defence,  as  well  as 

the  charges   miniflers  had  to  offer  as  to  the 

caufe  of  his  recal ;  and  his  lordfhip  complain** 

ed  that  his  name,  his  character,  and  fame  had 

fuffered  exceedingly,  in  confeqnence  of  tha 

circumftance,   which   gave  rife  to  the  prefent 

motion,  he  therefore  called  on  their  lordfhips. 

in  jufticeto  an  injured  individual,  to  give  him 

an  opportupity  of  clearing  his  character  from 

lh» 
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the  calumi^jies  and  afperfions  under  which  it 
Uboured. 

Tttft  Dake  of  Portland  faid,  that  no  charge 
)iad  b^theiade  againft  the  noble  lord, 
and  that  with'd  not  think  the  bufiners  of  Aif* 
ficient  muion  Uto  call  for  an  enquiry.  The 
motion  wauian,  '  d negatived  by  oiie  hundred 
againft  twenty  i  A  proteft  was  entered  on 
the  joumala  V^^^^  houfe  of  lords,  in  confer 
quence  of  thfc\  fe.e  of  Norfolk's  moijon  ha- 
ying being  negfl^t'ed. 

AD  i7o«;  ^  Friday,  March  i6th.  Mr. 
'  *  ^  '  /Curran,  in  an.  eloquent  fpeech 
on  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  of  Ireland,  concluded  with  a  motion 
to  the  following  efied :  That  an  humble 
addrefs  be  prefemed  to  his  majefty,  afluripg 
his  majefty  of  the  unalterable  affeAion  and 
fincere  attachment  of  his  majefly's  faiihdil 
commons  of  Ireland,  and  their  anxious  de&re 
to  fupport  the  connexion  between  the  two 
countries  on  all  occafions,  to  yhjch  they  are 
further  induced  by  a  conCcious  fenfe  of  the 
prefcnt  fituation  of  ajBTairs. 

That 
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TfiAT  bift  majefiy's  &iibful  ^mmops  of  Ire* 
land  have  granted  ia  this  7ear»  for  the  fnpport 
pf  the  army  and  navy,  a  fum  nearly  amonnt* 
ing  tQ  two  millions  ;  s^nd  that  the  iaid  fum 
was  granted  unanimoufly  by  parliameot,  and 
with  the  approbation  of  the  people* 

That  when  a  nobleman  appointed  to  the 
government   of  the   kingdom  had  employed 
kimfelf  in  the  purfsit  of  infpeAingrato,  and 
reforming  abufes,  he  was  recalled  by  the  ma- 
chinations of  Britiib  minifiers.    That  confi* 
dence  h^d  been  abufed  by  the  traffic  of  ho- 
nours, and  Uw  violated  by  the  removid,  of 
tro<^s.     That  Proteftants  and  Catholics  are 
fully  fenfible  of  the  benefiu  which  they  enjoy^  < 
under  hjis  majefiy's  aufpicious  reign  i  and  con- 
fider  that  the  meafuresipurfued  by  hia  majef* 
ty'§  minifters  are  unkdown  to  his  majeftv. 

Thjerbforb  his  majefty's  commons  of  Ire- 
land dp  moft  humbly  implore,  that  t^e  happi- 
nefs,  profperity  jfnd  intereft  of  his  inajefty'9 
fubje£ts  in  general  in  this  kingdom,  may  form 
part  of  his  majefty's  futur  j  inftruAiona  to  hh 
minifters.  This  motiop  was  negatived,  withj 
out  a  divifion. 

T»i 
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The  houfc  refolved  itfctf  into  a  committee 
on  Ac  literary  teachers  bill :  itwasoppofed 
J)y  the  attoraey  general,  on  the  principle»that  it 
^vas  not  introduced  for  the  general  good  of 
the  eommuniiy ;  Init  to.  ferve  a  few  indivi- 
duals, who  made  themfelves  confpicuous 
under  the  title  of  the  Abcedarian  fociety.  ft 
was,  he  faid,  trefpafling  on  the  rules  of  Parlia* 
ment  and  againft  the  rule  of  right,  to  make  9 
private  bill  a  public  one.  If  they  wifhed  to  be 
incorporated,  they  ihould  apply  to  the  crown^ 
The  bill  was  negatived  without  f|  divifion. 

The  Prince  of  Wales^S  debts  having  under- 
gone  a  difcuffion  in  the  Britifli  fenate,  the 
mode  in  which  they  are  to  be  difcharged  is  as 
follows.  The  eftablifliment  of  the  prince  is 
to  be  increafed  to  one  hvifidred  and  twenty-five 
thoufand  pounds  a  year  exelaiive  of  the  re- 
▼enue  of  Cornw2>U,  which  is  thirteen  thoufand 
pounds  a  year. 

The  debts  ^f  his  royal  highnefis,  exclulivc 
of  the  fecurities  which  he  has  given  for  the 
dukes  o&  York  and  Clarence,  are  fix  hundred 
and  twenty  five  thou&nd  pounds,  To  pay 
}\it  intereft  of  thcfc  debts,  at  fqur  per  cent, 

^^yenlJr 
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.  twenty  five  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  are  to  be 
jieduded  from  hU  incoioe,  and  the  revenue 
of  Ciornwall  is  to  be  applied  as  a  finking  fund, 
to  the  difchargeof  the  priocipaU  which  it  is 
calculated  it  will  effeA  in  twenty  fev^n  years^ 

Thb  money  for  the  payment,  both  of  thf 
principal  ?ind  intereft,  is  to  be  veiled  in  the 
hands  of  commiflioncrs,  over  whom  the  prince 
is  to  have  no  controuU  In  order  to  prevent 
any  future  accumulation  of  debt,  his  royal 
highnefs's  income,  is  to^be  clafled  under  fever 
ral  heads,  to  each  of  which  a  ccrujn  fuo)  is  to 
])c  allotted^ 

AjL).  arrears  are  to  be  cleared  within  a  giveft 
time,  and  if  they  are  not  claimed  by  the  credi? 
tors  within  that  time,  th;  claim  is  to  Upfe  ;  and 
if  they  are  not  difchafged  within  that  lame  pe? 
riod,  the  creditors  are  to  be  furniihed  with  thf 
power  of  recovering  their  debts  f|rom  t^e 
officers  employed  by  his  royal  bighoefs  in  tho 
management  of  hi$  houlhold* 

Howxv£9.  much  the  prodigality  of  the 
prince  is  to  be  lamented,  yet  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
^is  royal  highnefs  will  now  begin  to  qualify 

liimfelf 
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himfelf  by  prudence  and  fober  reflexion  for 
the  high  duties  of  his  future  ftation. 

Thx  ccHnmons  unanimoufly  concurred  in 
fettling  a  jointure  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  a 
year,  on  the  princefs  of  Wales,  when  there  was 
coniiderable  dl^bating  on  granting  the  prince 
an  encreafe  of  his  eftablifliment ;  but  if  the 
prince  had  been  in  a  ftate  of  difcredit  with  the 
houfe,  his  having  been  reduced  to  that  fitua- 
tton  was  owing  to  bad  adviiers,  for  there 
ate  drcumftanccs  which  no  fplendor  of  rank 
can  veil,  as  thtxfi  are  virtues,  which  no  ob- 
fcurity  of  ftation  can  fhrbud. 

The  {>oUce  eftablifhmcnt  in  Dublin,  which, 
(torn  its  commencement,  was  fo  loudly  in* 
veighed  againft,  was  at  length  aboHlhed,  and 
the  peace  and  proteAion  of  the  city,  configned 
to  the  old  watch.  The  a£f  for  the  above  pur, 
pofe,  comipencfxl  (he  29th  September^  1795. 

It  te  now  incumbent  on  the  pirfons  in  the 
different  parifhes,  with  whom  their  diredion 
will  He,  to  exert  themfelves  fby  the  protection 
gf  the  public  and  the  prefefvation  of  the  peace. 
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now  tbat  they  are  gratified  with  their  favourite 
mode  of  nodyrnal  defence. 

It  is  a  circamftance  highly  honourable  to' 
£arl  Camden's  adminiil  ration,  to  have  appoint- 
ed the  Earl  of  Carhampton,  to  quell  the  dif- 
turbances  that  unhappily  prevailed  in  fome 
parts  of  Connaught.  At  a  former  period, 
when  the  fouth  was  convulibd  by  infurgents, 
by  the  humanity  and  conciliating  raeafur^  of 
his  lordihip,  peace  and  tranquillity  were 
reftored  to  that  diftradled  quarter,  without 
effufion  of  blood,  or  any  a£l  of  cruelty  or 
oppreflion. 

In  the  courfe  of  a  few  days.  Earl  Carhamp- 
ton effe£led  the  objed  of  his  million,  by  refio- 
ring  peace  Ito  a  par<  of  the  kingdom  fo  late- 
ly overwhelmed  with  tumult  and  cbmmo- 

fl 
tion. 

.f 

Thxrb  is  every  reafon  to  conclude,  that 
all  further  difturbances  and  difcontei^ts  will 
be  of  ihort  duration,  as  the  country  gentlcf^ 
men  are  now  determined  to  beftow'  a  timely 
attention  to  the  interefls  of  the  lower  order 
of  the  people* 
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* 

On  the  5th  of  Juue»  clofed  «  feffion,  whicli 
may  be  confidercd  as  one  of  the  moft  event- 
ful, which  has  been  known  in  this  country. 
It  opened  with  the  wtfmeft  expreffions  of  the 
gratitude  of  parliament  to  bis  majefty,  and  of 
hope  in  the  country  on  the  appointment  oF 
the  then  viceroy. 

IThs  moft  impottant  ud  popular  meafure$ 
wer^  put  in  train ;  the  public  purfe  wae 
moft  liberally  opened ;  the  money  was  ac« 
cepted  ahd  the  popular  viceroy  immediately 
recalled.  A  refponfibility  bill  obtained,  and 
the  police  abolifiied  in  the  metropolis,  and 
the  old  watch  reftored« 

Thk  public  have  certainly  to  regret,  thai 
a  motion  for  printing  the  report  of  the  com^ 
mittee  to  enquire  into  the  management  of 
the  revenue  for  the  laft  twenty  years  was 
negatived. 

Thb  publilhing  of  the  report,  woald  have 
revealed  the  moft  curious  details  of  there** 
venue  during  that  period.    It  would  have 

accottBtid 


.  Since  the  Revolution*  3  if 

tccouQted  for  what  has  long  been  matter  of 
furprize^  why  th^  colledion  of  revenue  in 
this  kingdom  coft   the  public  fo  mnch« 

It  would  alfo  ihew  how  the  amazing 
augmentation  of  revenue  officers  within  that 
period,  became  neceOary,  and  how  that  aug« 
mentation  .had  been  employed*  Thus  the 
abufes  of  the  revenue  fyftem  have  been  con* 
cealed  from  the  public  view,  by  the  fuppref- 
fion  of  the  report.  An  enquiry  into  thofe 
abufes,  and  thecorre&ion  of  them  will  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  form  a  leading  feature  in  the 
Camden  admiuifiration. 

Thk  diftrefles  of  the  labouring  hulbandman 
are  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  landlord 
and  the  legiflature  to  remove  ;  if  the  means  of 
the  labourer  be  inadequate  to  his  fupport,  the 
avarice  of  the  landlord  muft  deftroy  its  owm 
obje£^,  by  rendering  the  tenant  infolvent, 
and  reducing  him  to  the  alternative  of  eidic 
•r  fiimine. 

Thi  peafant  can  never  be  rationally  at-- 
tached  to  that  land  where  his  inceflant  toil 
from  Xu9-rife  to  fun-fct,  cannot  afford  him 
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felf  a  comfonable  meal  or  refcue  falm  frotfi 
nakedncfs  and  famine*  If  landlords  would 
retrench  in  fome  articled  of  luxtify  i  be  leCl 
fplendid  in  their  equipage,  and  lefs  pi'odi* 
gal  at  the  race  courfe,  and  hazard  table  \  then 
indeed,  might  we  reafonably  hope,  that  thou^ 
fands  of  iodufirious  tenants,  with  theif  nu-^ 
merous  families,  would  not  famifti  in  all  thtf 
horrible  extremities  of  mifery,  penury^  naked-" 
nefs  and  difeafe. 

To  the  credit  and  honour  of  Earl  Camdeo, 
let  it  be  recorded,  that  it  was  his  falutary  ad* 
vice  to  the  Southern  and  Weftern  landlords 
of  this  kingdom,  during  the  recent  difturban* 
ces,  to  feek  order  and  permanent  fubordi*^ 
nation,  from  their  tenantry,  rather  by  a  mitiga- 
tioji  of  thofe  rigours  of  which  they  fo  hea.vily 
complain,  than  by  the  temporary,  but  terrible 
expedient  of  miliury  force.  The  council  was 
the  refult  of  judicious  difcemment  andjexalted 
humanity. 

Howxv£R,  a  dangerous  and  feditious  fpirit 
has  manifeftcd  itfelf  oflate  in  many  pans  of 
the  kingdom,  evidently  excited  by  indivi- 
duals inimical  to  our  kingand  cunftimtion. 
Tbefe  deluded  people  have  openly  avowed 

Frenclr 


!trdich  priDciples,  and  hare  pcrpetraifcd  fttioW^ 
mities  of  the  moft  atrodous  natutc;       * '  ^' 

Th*  vigilance  and  attention  of  govern-^ 
meat  miift  have  been  direAed  to  dlfc6vei-  (he 
vile  abettors  of  fuch  infamouiS  and  feditiburf 
proceedings;  Undfcr  the  fpecious  garb  of 
patriotifm,  the  people  have  Been  of  late: 
years  frequently  deluded  by  a  fct  of  perturbed, 
fpirits,  wbofe  objeA  was,  to  overturn  ouf 
^lefent  happy  conilitution: 

WiTii  the  dreadful  escample  of  Fraface  be< 
fore  our  eyes,  what  man,  not  monftroufly  de*' 
praved,  would  excite  a  rebellious  fpirit  in  the 
Country  i  loft  muft  he  be,  to  all  fenfe  of  vir- 
tMti  religion^  and  morality,  who  would  en- 
deavour to  introduce  a  wild  and  deliifive 
fyftem  of  govern  itient  into  thia  kingdomi 
bowever  it  might  be  clodthed  with  the  meri- 
tricidits  robe9  of  liiierty  and  equality.  Iffuch 
perfons  are  not  completely  callous  to  all  th^ 
fcelingai  of  humanity,  the  many  unfortunate 
wretches,  they  have  beta  iuflriim^tal,  du- 
ting  the  courfi^  of  this  fiimmer.  In  bringing 
to  an  ignominious  end,  ihould  iocline  their 

Vol.  IL  X  hearts 


bwrii  tft  pi^,  md  fi>r  ever  ]mt  a.  peiiod 
to  tlleir  malevolent  ami  fedkioiu  machkia- 
uoos* 

\^At  ftCft  tbe  pm&jotrjr  of  Ireland  be  fedn^ 
eevi  fiofli  tbeir  aUegiaace  \sf  tbe  lumours  of 
%  Freneh  invaiioii,  nor  detpioie  ihetr  time  tx» 
acquire  the  uft  of  arma^  aa^eauthot  of  a  late 
(fttblieatkin  fo  ftyiott%  lecoinimeDdB  to  themir 
TbeoDly  foe  this  kingdom  baa  to^  ajiprebead 
dxck%^t  from  at  prefent,  is  a  doEo^Hc  one  ;l 
wherefore  every  man,  who  wifhes  well  to 
either  his  king  or  bis  eountry,  will  coatri* 
boue  bis  uimoft  to  preferve  theiniecnal  peace 
oftbecoaotrj^ 

FiiAiccs,  that  aoFw  sqipeaaa  to  be  tbe  idel 
of  the*  um^binking  mulmv^,  by  faaatidfiii 
attd  milkary  entbufiafiav  has  eftablifiied  adc# 
lufive  wpubKcaa  fyftemy  wbkb  caonot  be 
permaneot  bec^afe  foiin<lbd  mi  aceuiitioiia, 
{•ofi^riptiona  and  murders* 

Tbi  oubrm  parfecutioQ  of  tbe:  weakeil 
party  by  tbe  flyon^»  has^bitberto  prevailed  Id 
that  uftbappy  kingdom ;  and  abb4>ttgb  we  do 

not 
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tiKii  ttMirt  Uke  16  f fldtilge  m  t>ropbecy,  irben, 
whatever  Irtjiypen^  has  long  ccafed  to  fixxjltire, 
jet  we  do  not  hazard  much  when  we  fay,  that 
in  fhc  fttit^gles  of  diffei'ent  faflions,  we  fliall 
pwbably  behold  a  repetkioa  of* the  hotrort  ^e 
\^c  eoftftantly  witndled  for  thefc  five  y^»^ 
patft ;  atid  that  k  will  be  long  before  Pratrce^dan 
cfftMlfb  ft  fitm  »d  foKd  goyernment ;  atrd 
xnti^  lotig^,  brfbre  fi^e  becomes  ^  nation, 
notWHfhftan^ing  all  her  great  nattiral  advstn- 
tages,  fermidaMe  10  every  ofher  Errfopesiii 
powef. 

to  Ae  iNwmt  of  (be  facerdot^  fikvAiod 
be  if  fp^kenir  the  dergf  lutveb^n  i^ditffsitl-' 
gable^  in  eikdetivonriag.  m  fbpprefe  tbe  ^ 
Tic  of  liQentiourfnfife  tlvso:  bat  &r  l($DMf .  |jfa» 
paft  pervaded  the  kiwer  orden  of  iter  tnm^ 
imimt^y  amd  fiir  fiwh  lauddvla  €rtadft£tt  du^ 
iiaw  been'  MlaniQdfy.  ocofotMril  ^oi^alltffot;' 
bur  b)r  men*  JBfleaibLy  detemfiined'  to  Ai* 
change  therr  dltfcy,  vulgar* and  uiK|«dltliic(d(  lis- 
vedive  will  be  looked  upon  with  pity  and 
coBUmpt*  It  is  to  be  boped^  trhat  the  efiprts 
oi  t^e  clergy  will  be  powerfully  feeoaded  b^ 
the  civil  power,  tbeaiinay  we:4ij9ftly  bopcr^o 
behold  teligioa  and  mosabty  iu.  that  eili- 
^  2  mation 
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tion  amODg  the   people^  which  the  laws  botik 
human  and  divine  fo  forcibly  inculcate. 

Hi'that  attempts,  like  .Mr.  Paine  to  deftroy 
the  efficacy   of  religion,  by  artfully  under- 
mining the   pillars  on   which    it  is  built,  is 
an  enemy  to  mankind  and  to  every  fyftem 
of  civil  fociety  ;    he  is  a  traitor  to  his  God 
and  to  his  ibvereign,  and  becomes  an  objeA' 
of  execration  and  utter  abhorrence  to  man- 
kind :  fuch  a  mifcreant  ihould  not  be  per- 
mitted to*  ailbciate  with  civilized  men,  he  is  ' 
only  qualified  to  herd  with  favages  and  brutes. 
Moft    of  the  evils  and    calamities    of  the 
prefent  day,  may  juftly  be  afcribed  to  the  ir» 
religious    and    immoral    conduil  of  many 
memWs  of  the  community ;  wherefore,  it  is- 
a  duty  incumbent  upon  us,  to  regulate  our 
condu£l  conformable  to  the  didates  of  our 
religioQj  fo  fully  expounded^ and  fo  ably  en- 
forced, by    the   unwearied  laboura  of  oui 
worthy  and  truly  refpedable  pallors. 

It  redonnds  much  to  the  credit  of  parliament- 

that  io,ocoI.  have  been  granted  this  feffion,  for 

eftabUflinng  in  this  kingdom  a  Roman  Catho- 

Ire  college.  tH  order  to  qualify  young  men  of 

Xj  that 
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that  community,  for  the  clerical  funAion.  la 
the  year  1792,  the  author  of  this  work  recom 
mended  the  neccflity  and  expediency  of  the  mea- 
lure  to  the  legiflature,  from  a  perfe£t  convifiion 
of  its  utility  to  the  national  intereft.  Maynooth 
has  been  fele£led  as  the  moll  eligible  fitua- 
tion  for  creeling  this  much  wanted  uaiverfity. 
It  would  be  not  only  prudent  but  equiuble 
to  make  4  fimilar  gram  ia  the  ^nfuing  fefiion 
of  parliament^  for  the  purpofe  of  founding 
a  prelbyterian  college  iathe  North  of  Ireland. 
A  confiderable  annual  faviog,  would  form 
but  a  fmall  Ihare  of  the  beneficial  confe- 
quences  that  would  refult  from  th^  adop- 
tion of  the  meafure, 

Im  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  Ireland  has 
made  confiderable  progrefs  in  civilisation  and 
internal  improvement,  and  if  the  countenance 
and  proteflion  of  the  legiflature  be  fecouded 
by  the  induftry  and  orderly  habits  of  the 
people,  half  a  century  will  not  elapfe,  until 
this  kingdom  will  become  as  didinguifhed 
for  its  profperiiy,  and  opulence,  as  it  has  hi- 
therto been  for  its  poverty  and  wretchednefs. 
Wb»t  iOand  c^n  Ijoail  of  fo  many  internal  re- 

fowrcM 
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fources?  a  fertility  of  foil,  capacions  and  com- 
modious harbours,  fine  and  produAive  fiflie- 
fle«,   with  rich  and  nntncrotis  mines. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  the  pe^pte  will  tnrn  th«r 

auentioa  more  ¥^  tillage  thin  they  have  done, 

as  extenfive  pafturage  proves  highly  injurious 

not  only  to  the  population,  bue  to  the  civilt- 

ssatcon  of  the  country.  '  The  great  body  of  the 

people  ought  to  apply  themfelves  chiefly  to 

their   own  immediate  oceupacions  and  con* 

cerns  ;   inftead  of  devoting    whole  nigfhis  and 

days  to  the  Vain   difcuifion  of  political  fub- 

je&s,   which  are  by  no  means  fuited  to  their 

talents,   avocmioos*   or    interefls.     There    is 

not  a  town  or   village  in  the  kingdom,  that  { 

does  not  fwarm  with    political  demagogues  i 

who,  through  ignorance  or  defign  do  incalcu-  ' 

lable  mifchief  to  the  community.  I 

Political  fubjefis  (hould   form   at   bcft,  I 

but   (bcondary  confideraiions   with  the   maft  [ 

of  the  people.'  fnduflrious  attention  to  their 
variousinterefts  and  purfuiis,  oiight  to  confti-  | 

tute  the  primary  obje^  of  their  lives: '  Mecha- 
nics,  manufaflures   and    ariifts'  would  much  ' 
more  profitably   employ   their  time   and  abi- 
^■-   *     .'"'-'.•          .  '■ lilies 
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4itie$  in  their  refp^flivt  ftations,  thao  in  the 
klk  difeuiOioa  of  peliticft,  k  (\ihjt&  in  %e^^^ 
ral  but  ill  adapttd  to  the  levtel  of  commoa 
liDderftaodings.  What  have  the  peafaiktry  of 
Ireland  to  do  with  ftaue  affaifsf  Are  thejr  coin- 
petem  by  their  information  add  learoinf  to  im- 
prove a  fyftem  of  government  which  occuffftd 
the  combined  wifdom  of  age^  to  devife  lit^  iM- 
tnre.  Let  tbem  attend  to  the  vanos;s  improve- 
ments that  can  be  made  in  certain  fpherei» 
where  their  &ill  imd  exertions  wiM  ptbvie 
both  ptx>fifable  (o  thetnfelves  and  n(fefui  to 
their  ^ountry^  N^Jkt^  ulsra  trtfidam^  \ri8 
(he  adage  current  two  thou&nd  years  t^ty 
and  16  extremely  appUtabl^  to  the  prefeiit 
times*  tJnfpeakable  ^vatHsgies  wotild  refult 
to  the  ftate  wete  individuals  only  to  apply 
themfelves  to  their  immediate  concerts  ;  bdt 
unfortnnately  for  the  public  repoib,  politics 
feem  to  be  the  rage  of  the  day  :  and  rgnorati<5e 
of  matters  of  (late,  mifrejurefentation  of  mdii 
in  poweri  and  AKe  notions  of  liberty,  are  the 
confeqnences.  Artful  agitators  in  many  patts 
0fthe  kingdom  avail  themfelves  of  this  po- 
litical mania,  and  contribute  largely  t6  de- 
<:eive,  mlflea^,  and  betray,  the  ^norant  cre- 
dulity 


duUty   of  th^    people.    Temporal    ooticerBS 
afe  pot  only    abandoned  by  the   populace, 
but  what  is  ftill  of  moire  important  confidera- 
tion,  their  fpiritii^il  ifit^rcfts-    Go  to  any  houfe 
pf  religious  yrorfhjip  in  either  town  or  conn- 
try,  and  you  will  find  it  but  thinly  attended  ; 
the  minifter  of  Chrift  is  djefcrted  for  the  agent 
of  fediiion  and  the  trumpeter  of  difloyalty. 
The  populace  aflemble  in  groups  around  the 
faAious  village  demagogue,  who  by  means  of 
inflammatory  papers,  and  fpecious  rhapfodics 
on  liberty  and  equality,  ^toxicates  the  brain 
of  the  unlettered  peafant,   who  eagerly  fwal- 
lows  any  dodirine,  however  abfurd  or  chime- 
rical which  a^ms^t  the  e^tindioi^  of  church 
and  flate.  Hence  we  fee  the  v jfible  diminution 
of  ibe  authority  of  the  clergy  in  almo(l  every 
quarter  of  the  kingdom ;  morality  and  virtue 
fcarcely  held  in  eftim^tioq,  and   a   fpirit  of 
combination,    difloyalty    and  fediiioa  ere^- 
iog  the  ftandard   of  rebelHon  in   a  country 
bicfl  with  a  virtuous  monarch  apd  an  happy 
conflitution.      Q  deluded  people  ! — were  an 
invafion  to  take  place,  piirfuant  to  yonr  wilh- 
es   and    machinations,  you    would    perceive 
when  too  late,   that  you  had  made  a  fatal  ex- 
change 
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cliange;  your  clergy,  your  nobility  and  gen- 
try, would  be  made  the  firft  facrifices  of 
French  invafioa,  and  afterwards  they  would 
employ  you  cither  as  their  vaffals  or  the  in- 
ilruments  of  their  defpotifm.  They  would  not 
conquer  for  you,  and  the  liberty  and  equsi* 
lity  that  you  would  participate  in,  would  \>t 
that  of  fervitijde  or  death.  Continue  peaceable 
and  amenable  to  the  laws  of  your  country, 
if  you  wi(h  to  fecure  your  liberty  and  pro- 
perty, vid  to  extirpate  the  prefent  fymptomi 
of  commotioi^  and  rebellious  dif^fiedlioa. 

No  fyftem  of  government  can  ever  praftir 
cally  be  reduced  to  theoretical  perfe&ion,  hut 
it  is  by  comparifon  that  we  are  to  form  9f^ 
opinion  of  the  imperfection  or  excellency  of 
any  particular  fyftem.  If  we  by  this  fiandard 
judge  of  our  mode  of  government,  it  will  ap» 
pear  deiAonftratively  to  -  have  the  preference 
over  all  others,  of  which  ancient  or  modern 
biftory  affords  us  any  information.  Ir  is  that 
fyftem  which  the  truly  philofophic  hiflorian, 
Tacitus,  fo  much  praifes  and  admires,  but 
which  he  thought  on  account  of  its  perfedliou 
^uld  never  be  eilabliflied  in  vay  nation. 

Errors 
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Errors  will  by  the  lapfeof  time,  creep  into 
all  human  inftitutions,   and  it  becomes  the 
ivifdom  of  parliament  to  redify  and  amend 
them ;  many  of  thefe  have  been  lately  reform- 
ed, and  we  may  naturally  conclude  that  the 
virtue  and  perfeverance  of  our  fenate  will 
complete  what  is  flill  wanting  to  perfed  our 
government.  But  is  be  a  friend  to  his  coumrj 
who  would  fiimulate  the  populace  to  reform 
the  conftitutiou    by  violence  and    defperate 
innovation?  miferablc  and  wretched  would 
'be  the  Hate  of  the  kingdom  were  the   rabies 
pfuli  to  break  loofe  \  the  fubverfion  of  all 
order,  rapine,  plunder  and  murder,  would  be 
the  immediate  confeqiiences,  together  with  an 
titter  contempt  of  all  things  human  and  divine. 
Loyalty  to  the  fovereign  and  attachment  to  the 
conftitution  have  ever  been  the  charaAeridics 
of  the  Irilh  nation,  and  although  many  of  the 
lower  orders  have  lately  b^n  feduced  from 
their  allegiance,  by  infatuated  fanatical  repub- 
licans,  fuch  as  the  mifguided  and  frantic  refor- 
mer O'Connor,  who  expiated  his   treafon  at 
Kaas,  fome  days  fince« 

• 

A   MUTINOUS 
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A  MVTUI0U3  fpirit  recently  made  its  ap- 
pearance ia  foipe  fencible  Englifli  regimenta 
quartered  in  this  kingdom,  but  it  was  happily 
checked  by  the  laudable  exertions  of  govera- 
fnent.     An  order  had  iflued  tliat  all  new  raifed 
regiments  above  the  number  loo,  ihould  bere- 
duced  and  drafted  into  other  regiments  moft  of 
which  were  under  orders  for  foreign  fervice  f 
this  occafioned  the  mutinous  difpofitlon  in  the 
regiments  above  alluded  to»  as  they  conceived 
fuch  treatment,  repugnant  to  the  conditions  oo 
which  they  bad  eatcyred  the  fervice-   However 
the  wife  precautions  government  adopted  on 
the  emergency  had  the  defired  efC^. 

Ths  convidian  of  O'Connor  haa  clearly 
difclofed  the  real  principles  of  modern  defen^ 
derifm ;  its  obje^l  is  the  fubverlion  of  our  ex* 
cellent  conlUtution  in  church  and  A^tp^  and 
the  extirpation  of  n:;oaarcby  for  the  govern^ 
men;  of  the  mob :  however  the  progrf  fs  of 
the  contagion  has  not  bew  confidierablfl^ 
M^hereforci  i^  few  more  viflims  immolated  at 
the  altar  of  juftice,  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  put  a 
period  to  the  prefcnt  career  of  difloyalty  and 
fedition.     The  vigilance  of  governiae&t  on 
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this  occafion,  and  the  judicious  difpofitioa  of 
the  military,  have  contributed  not  a  little  to 
the  prefervation  and  protedion  of  the  peace 
of  the  country. 

Wk  are  advanced  to  that  period  which  ter- 
minates the  piefent  work.  Our  objeA  has 
been  to  commemorate  the  leading  fads  in  the 
hiftoryof  this  nation,  and  that  of  the  empire 
at  large,  with  truth  and  precifion,  and  to  ftamp 
them  with  the  genuine  fentiment,  which  they 
excited  of  approbation  or  cenfure. 

It  muft  be  admitted,  it  is  difficult  to  dived 
ourfelves  of  certain  predilections  which  almoft 
i^aturally  arife  in  our  minds,  when  engaged 
in  the  recital  or  defcription  of  fcenes  aAed 
in  ages  and  countries  the  raoft  remote ;  it 
would  rather  imply  aa  apathy  and  defe6l  <^ 
feeling,  than  any  ftiperiority  over  common 
oV  vulgar  prejudice,  if  we  could  furvey 
with  the  fame  cooipofufe  the  former  and 
prefent  ftateofthis  kingdoo) ;  or  if  in  the  reU* 
WM^  we  ihould  allow  qq  portion  <^  enthu-. 
fiafm  to  mix  with  the  veneration  always  due  to 
liiftorictruth^ 
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Gratitudk  is  naturally  /^dted  in  eveiy 
generous  breaft  by  private  benefits,  bet  the 
virtues  of  our  beneficent  fovereign^  kindle 
even  in  tbe  annalift  who  records  them,  a  venial 
partiality :  the  reign  of  Trajan  and  Aurelius 
could  not  be  written  with  the  fame  indiffer*^ 
cBce,  as  we  would  feel  in  defcribing  the  glut- 
tony of  Vitellius  or  the  crimes  of  Caracalla. 


F    I    N    I    & 


i^lS^.vf '^*^W^-Wt    «/^^.*^9>rA^  /ZcC^Sc^- 


♦  * 


av 


1% 


